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PUBLISHER OF THE LATIN EDITION. 


—— 3009-9 990e—— 


TO THE READER, 


<< WHAT is grand and fubftantial, fays 
Quintilian,. pleafes long; while that, which 1S 
only neat and handfome, charms for a while, 
but foon cloys * ™ Now, what can be imagin- 
1d fubftantial, than to con-. 

‘reator of the univerfe, in 
his vifible works? to view, in this vaft vo- 
lume, which lies) always open, his infinite 
power, wifdom, aa ae and admire the 
inftances thereof that appear always new and 
aftonifhing ? Again, what can be more agree- 
able and fublime, . than, ee our. eyes to 







iy 
* Que folida et ampla fuse diu placent ; que autem lepida et 
concinna, paululum quidem mulcent, fed cito fatiant. Fab. Quint. 
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2 aa with aan eh dels ‘+, een Ag re 


: ed i in the facred {criptures, concerning'the Sas 


viour and Redeemer of the human. race, from, : 

i the dreadful guiph of death. and. mifery, into®: 

which they had fallen; to. review with,atten-.. 

tion what is therein difcovered, with regard to, 

our higheft happinefs, the rewards, of .virtue,, 

and. the punifhment of an impious life; and, 
to have thefe important matters, deeply im- 

prefied upon t the heart ? Thefe truths, how-., 
ever great and interefting, are laid. before, 

thee, _pious and. chriftian Render in. thefe:, 
Theological Differtations ; oS ieee thou. wilt 
find them. deduced with , reat learning, ex- 
plained with clearnefs and APRUTACY: and con-.” 
firmed by powerful, arspmepis, For our. Us| 
thor, now in heaven *, who while he lived, was. 
: equally remarkable for le 1 ing and piety, ne-,: 
ver ufed to firay beyond the eWEIBe of this tlie 
vine fyftem. : : f 








That thefe remains of fis were the fantasy ‘ 
lectures he read i in the ublic Hall of the Uni= . 
_-verfity of Edinburgh, while he was principal 
vs that BL nvey. will admit a. no manner, of. 
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“PREFACE: | a 


doubts caine are a great many {till alive, who 
can atteft this. truth 5 as they were themfelves 
prefent at thefe | HeGearess to their great fatisfac- 





. tion and improvement. They all heard them, 
. fome took notes of them ; and, it is to be hop- 


ed, fome had disttabtinicéicr them powerfully 

- impreffed upon their hearts. To thefe I ap- 

_ peal, and to them, I doubt not, this work will 
be very acceptable ; fince thofe inftruCtions, 

which gave fo much pleafure, when heard but 

once, and that in a curfory manner, they may 

_ now have recourfe to as often as they pleafe ; 

: they may read them at their leifure, and draw 

from them matter of moft delightful medita- 

tion. . And, to be fure, thofe who have the 
leaft divine difpofition of mind, will make it — 
the principal bufinefs of their life, and their 

| higheft pleafure, to firay: through thofe de- 

lightfal gardens, abdunding with fuch fweet 

and fragrant flowers , and refreth their hearts 
with the celeftial honey that may be drawn 

from them; nor is there any ground to fear 

_ that fuch fupplies will fail ; for how often foe- 

ver you have recourfe to’them, you will always 
find them blooming fall of j Juice, and {welled 

with the dew of heaven ; nay, when, by deep 

and continued meditation, you ifagine you. 
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: «PREFACE. — : , 
have pulled: the sfineft flowery it »buds: forth 

again, and what Virgil writes concerning shis 

fabulous golden bough 1 iS; in ftriteft truth, ap- 





noes in this cafe, rerio tdeth od pried 
Hajdal 3 ‘yt i , ahh) spr i\ , hoek tani 
agent . fron Uno cup TON, wikiae coe i. Dhan 
»| Aureus. LPS We: ro;eeeT to mols DR 

rBiQe ue cdi. ears Tis tab 


Phe tieitecthi L now i apd thée cs siti i 
ebuiGiktbibe: copied out fair froma manufeript 
inthe author’s owm hand-writing 5 which’ was 
a work that required great care’and attention, 
on account of the blots and interlineations: of 
that original -‘manu(cript:; «for the author: — 
written thenv'in hafte, and) without the “lec 
thought: of ever: publifhing them. “Dhis'dones 
atthe defire of a great many, I got them prints 
_ édjiand now lay them before the public, inthe 
fame order in which they were read, as: iat : 
can at —— from eireumfinceso siloiore 








“You ings init sade to find 3 in thief sae 
3 Gicted: lectures, the method commonly “afed ire 
theological fyftems ; for while our reverend au: 
thor clearly: explains the dodirines of religion;: 
he intermixes to excellent purpofe the priici<, 
BAS of piety, and while he enlightens the un~ 
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“PREFACE. be 
derftandirigy he: sbithe fame: time) warms the 
dhtartiiinsoac.: eotre diet To tidy bas ies 
og ch jun : fies £ Oy doy 4 F it i gk ‘iy re och 4 a i ia oi + Rae | Ona 


- Being to treat of religion ne sali a ptadtigal 
sitio which is moft fuitable to his fubjec, 
and begitis with happine/, that'being the. feope 
and defign of religion, as well as the ultimate 
end of human life. He begins with an expla- 
nation; of: happinefs in: general, on: which he 
treats at-fome length; then proceeds to'confi- 
der the happinefs of mnan;' which may be called 
perfec and truly divine, as'it has for its object 
the infinitely -bleffed: and: perfect Being who 
ereated: him, and formally confifts in the»bea> 
tific vition and’ fruition of him, whichis refervs 
ed-impheaven for thofe, who by faith are, tras 
velling. ‘through this earth; towards that bleffed: 
countrys “He:adds, with great propriety; that 
happinefs, fo far-as:it is: compatible: with this 
wretched:life of forrows, confifts im true religi= 
on, and in religion alone ; not only as it is the” 
_ way which leads directly to that perfect happi- 
- nef{sreferved: in heaven ; “but becaufe itisitfelf 
of divine original, and, im. reality, the ‘begin+’ 
nings iof: that:-very:: oe vous as to:be. 
priate an ee) as to come.” sitesi 
(. se SEs BETS b Q° dw big Mi iy es 





‘Sift  PREENER. we 
He dblerves, that the doctrine of religion is 
moft juftly called* Theology; as it has the moft 
high God for its author, object, andend. He 
fuggefts many” excellent thoughts concerning 
the divine exiftence, and reafons from the ¢ com- 
mon confent of nations, from: the ‘creatures we 
{ee'about us, and from what we feel and expe-_ 
rience within ourfelves;'as all thefe fo: loudly 
proclaim the being of God: but the'argument, 
‘taken fromthe harmony and beautiful order 
of the ‘univerfe, he profecutes at’ great/length ; 
‘and from this confideration, which is atteridéd 
with greater evidence than all the demonftra-. 
‘tions of the feiences, he ‘clearly ‘proves the ex- 
“iftence of an’ eternal; So vil 
TUG OOS. SL 5 al Heth ik hoattside} NHB: eHore 
as “With rebard to the ‘nature of God; ‘he ud. 
“wances but little, and! with: great caution; “for 
~ concerning ‘the fupreme Being he thought it 
- dangerous even to fpeak truth; but is-very 
 earneft' and diffufe in his exhortations, to make 
‘the wifdém, ‘power, and goodnefs of God; that 
~fhine forth with great. elie in’ all ‘his works, 
the fubjéct of our: conftant and moft ferious | 
‘meditations.’ As’ to ‘the unfathomable depth 
of his eternal decrees, he was ‘greatly pleated 
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‘ ebighonemtitien: cof Sti vnauli StLet 
‘others difpate,T will admire *.” Has iat fie 
oft : his brug: tosida adr g 34 ak art ana re 
oo wAmong his orks, the fae is sect vat and 
fiupendous one, the primitive. creation of, all 
things, which, befides the: infallible teftimony 
of the. infpired. oracles, our author, -by,,a.con- 
.cife, but-clear diflertation on the fubject, proyes 
_quite confonant and agreeable to.reafon,, He 
then treats;of man, of, his. original , integrity, 
andthe moft unhappy fall that foon, followed. 
But to.this moft lamentable, ftory; he fubjoins 
anotheryas Aappy and encouraging.as the other 
den haahciiaiesesls mean, the. admirable, fcheme., of 
divine love for, the falyation.of finners... Aglo- 
rious and bleffed method | that to the account 
lef the moft fhocking mifery. fabjoins the doc- 
vtrine of, incomparable mercy ! Man, forfaking 
God, falls into the: miferable condition, of de- 
sai ‘God, from whor he revolted, determines 
> ftorextricate him, by -his powerful. hand, out.of 
jthisimifery ; and that this might, be;the more 
wonderfully. effected; God. himfelf becomes 
oman. This is the. glory of man, by fuch 
‘means. raifed from his woful ftate |. this the 
beacon of angels, and aS the fam, and. fab- 


* Ali difputent, ego mirabor. i 


xiv ‘PREFACE. — | 
france of all miracles united am; one IE ne 
word was made flefh:!., He, ‘who ydlied jas man, 
as God rofe again, and : having been feen on 
earth, returns | to heaven, from. whence he came. 
On, each of thefe he advances a few, thoughts 
that, are weighty and. ferious, sig has ~— fame 
addi pleafing and, agsseablee cay aericuocal ish 
4698 Su0ds be ssi to ensont 
Si sith she i soteiieh I did serie sche Exhor- 
~ tations by our, author, to, the. candidates for 
the degree of ,mafter,of arts, delivered, at: the 
annual. folemnity, held in, the: univerfity for that 
purpofe; together with his meditations onfome 
Pfalns,; viz, the, 4th,.32d, and 130th: }; | be= 
caufe.l.was unwilling : that, any.of the works of 
fo.great»a, man fhould .continue, in -ebfeuritys. 
to.be deyoured by; moths.and booktworms;: 
efpecially one calculated for forming the morals. 
of, mankind, and. for the direction!:of; life!» 
Fori in thefe, meditations, he. exhorts andsex~; 
cites the youth, under. his. care, not: by laboured | 
oratory, and pompous expreffions, but by pow- 
extahipleqncnoes ‘earnett entreaties)and — 


a. % Hic fiominis.ex tanto dedecore refurgentis honos, hic angeloe 
rom ftupor, hoc miraculorum omnium compendium ! 

Be | gras were likewife written in <n, and have, heen: ‘already 
tranfated ‘and publifhed. gt 
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| ariimetispes the baviver Chit bphrity of life, 
and'contempt Of the world.” ©) cae ev S20 
aio 9st nesd onivel bug ,disgs slot bow és 
But what'will all this aiid} to ea Reader, 
if thy'x mind is carried away with childifh’ folly, 
or the wild rage of paffions, or even if thou art 
{till labouring under a ftupid negligence of the 
means of grace, and unconcerned about eter- 
nal happinets and thy immortal foul PL doubt 
not, however, but thefe truly divine éffays will 
fall into’the hands ‘of fome, wlio ‘are’ ‘éndued 
“with a better difpofition of mind nor ate we’ 
to defpaix'of the pelts for thé father of” fpi- 
rits' liveth fill, and he hath his feat in heaven, 
whoinftruGs the hearts of. men on this éarth*” 
May; therefore; the gréatett and beft of: ‘Beings | 
grant, vthat°thefe® aeadeinizal exercifes ‘may 
have happy-effects : and that « our heavenly Fa-’ 
ther would-fecond thefe ‘means with: his! ‘all- 
powerful grace, fhall be, while” he? Ties, ‘the- 
humble “ a eae of him, BOY O04 aah 
ay DEB YOIEG 


bitch ahs b Who carnefily Acland tie abortions 
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semeys a Cog me AB OR 


INTRODUCTION. 


wr ITH little ftrength I undertake a great ave or 

rather, with the leaft abilities, I venture upon 
a talk which is of all others the greateft and moft im- 
portant. Among the various undertakings of men, 
~ can an inftance be given of one more fublime than an 
_ intention to form the human mind anew, after the di-. 
vine image? Yet it will, doubt not,be. ‘fally ACs 
knowledged, that this is the true end and defigu, not 
only of Minifters in their feveral congregations, but 
alfo of profeffors of divinity i in fchools. And though, 
in mott refpects, the minifterial office 1 is evidently fupe- 
rior to that of profeffors of theology i in colleges, in one — 
refpeét the other feems to “have the preference, as it is, 
‘at leaft for the moft part, the bufinefs of the former to 
inftruét the common fort of men, the ignorant and illi- 
terate: while it is the work of the latter to feafon with 
heavenly doétrine the minds of felect focieties of youth, 
who have had a learned education, and are devoted.to» 
a {tudious life ; many of ae it is to be hoped, will, 
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by the divine blefiing, become preachers of the hue 
falutary doétrine themfelves. And furely this ought 
to bea powerful motive with all thofe who, by the di- 
vine difpenfation, are employed in fuch a work, to ex- 
ert themfelves with the greater life and fpirit in the dif- . 
charge of their duty; efpecially when they confider, 
that thofe Chriftian inftrutions, and feeds of true piety, 
they inftil into the tender minds of their pupils, will by 
them be {pread far and wide, and, in due time, con- 
veyed, as it were, by fo many canals and aqueducts, to 
many parts of the Lord’s vineyard. Plutarch employs 
an argument of this kind to. prevail with the philofo- 
phers to exert themfelves in the inftruCtion of princes 
and great men, rather than with a haughty fullennefs 
to avoid their company ; “ for thus, fays he, you will 
find a fhort way to be ufeful to many.” And, to be 
fure, he that conveys the principles of virtue and wif- 
dom into the minds of the lower clafles of men, or the 
illiterate, whatever progrefs his difciples may make, 
employs his time and talents only for the advantage of 
his pupils; but he that forms the minds of magiftrates 
and great men, or fuch as are intended for high and 
exalted ftations, by improving one fingle perfon, be- 
comes a benefactor to large and numerous focieties. 
~ Every phyfician of generous principles, as Plutarch ex- 
preffes it *, would have an uncommon ambition to 
cure an eye intended to ‘watch over many perfons, and 
to convey the fenfe of feeing to numbers; and a mufi- 
cal inftrument-maker would, with uncommon pleafure, 
exert his {kill in perfecting a harp, if he knew that it 
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EECT.& ss LWT RODUCTION. | ; 19 
was to be employed by the hands of Amphion, and, 
by the force of its mufic, to draw {tones together for 
building the walls of Thebes. A learned and ingeni- 
ous author, alluding to this fable, and applying it to 
our prefent purpofe, calls profeflors of theology in 
fchools, makers of harps, for building the walls of a far 
_ more famed and beautiful city, meaning the heavenly 
~ Jerufalem, in fach manner, that the {tones of this build- 
ing being truly and without a fable living, and charm- 
ed by the pleafant harmony of the gofpel, come of their 
own accord to take their places in the wall. 

I am not fo little acquainted with myfelf, as to en- 
~ tertain the leaft hope of fuccefs in fo great a work by 
my own ftrength and abilities; but, while I humbly 
depend upon-the divine goodnefs and favour, I have 
no reafon to defpair; for in the hand of Omnipotence 
all-inftruments are alike: nor can it be queftioned that 
he, who made all things out of nothing, can. produce 
any change he pleafes in his creatures that are’ already 
made; he who gives life and breath, and all things *, 
can eafily ftrengthen the weak, and give riches in abun- 
dance to the poor and needy: our emptinefs only 
ferves to lay us open to, and attract the fulnefs of him, 
«* who fills all things, and is over all; who gives wif- 
dom to the mind, and prevents its irregular fallies }.” 

Under his aufpices, therefore (young gentlemen) we 
are to afpire to true and faving wifdom, and to try to 
raife ourfelves above this fublunary world. For it is 
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not my intention to perplex you with curious ; queftions, 
_ and lead you through the thorny paths of difputation ; — 
but, if I had any fhare of that excellent art, it would be | 
my delight to direét your way, through the eafy and 
pleafant paths of righteoufnefs, to a life of endlefs feli- 
city, and be myfelf your companion in that bleffed pur- 
fuit. I would take pleafure to kindle in your foulsthe . 
moft ardent defires, and fervent love of heavenly things ; 
and, to ufe the expreflion of a great divine, add 
se wings to your fouls, to {natch them away from this 
world, and reftore them to God *.” For, if I may be 
allowed to fpeak with freedom, moft part of the notions 
that are treated of in theological {chools, that are'taught 
with great pomp and oftentation, and difputed with vaft 
‘buftle and noife, may pofibly have the fharpnefs of 
thorns: but they have alfo their barrennefs; they may 
prick and tear, but they can afford no folid nourifh- 
ment to the minds of men. ‘‘ No ‘man ever gathered 
__grapes off thorns, nor figs off thiftles. To what pur-— 
pofe, faith a Kempis, doft thou reafon profoundly con- 
cerning the Trinity, if thou art without humility, and 
~ thereby difpleafeft that Trinity ¢ ?? And St. Auguftin, 
_ upon the words of Ifaiah, *¢ Iam the Lord that teacheth 
thee to profit,” obferves with great propriety, that the 
prophet here mentions utility in oppofition to fubtili- 
ty {. Such are the principles I would with to commu-. 
~ nicate to you; and it is my earneft defire and fervent 


Bee. Ti repuryay Tas duxus apmacey HOTS Seva Cw. 
+ Quorfum alta de Trinitate difputare, fi careas humilitate, et 
Mel rinitate difpliceas ? 
nop ‘Utilia non fubtilia. 


EECT An. INTRODUCTION. .? ee 
prayer, that while I, according to: my meafure of 
: ftrength, propofe them to your underftanding, he who 
fits in heaven, yet condefcends to inftruét the hearts of 
men on this earth, may, effectually imprefs them upon 
your minds. fs 
But that you may be capable of this Seca 
_ light and , heavenly inftruction, it is, firft of all, abfo- 
lutely neceflary, that your minds be called off from fo- 
_ reign objects, and turned in upon themfelves; for as 
long as your thoughts are difperfed and {cattered in 
purfuit of vanity and infignificant trifles, he that would 
lay before them the principles and precepts of this fpi- 
ritual wifdom, would commit them, like the fybils pro- 
phecies, that were written on loofe leaves of trees, to 
the mercy of the inconftant winds, and thereby render 
them entirely ufelefs. It is certainly a matter of great 
difficulty, and requires uncommon art, to fix the 
thoughts of men, efpecially of young men and boys, 
and turn them in upon themfelves. We read in the 
parable of the gofpel, concerning the prodigal fon, that, | 
firft of all, be came to him/eif, and then returned to his 
father. It is certainly a very confiderable {tep towards 
converfion to God, to have the mind fixed upon itfelf, 
and difpofed to think ferioufly of its own immediate — 
concerns; which the pious St. Bernard excellently ex- 
prefles in this prayer, “‘ May I, fays he, return from 
external objects to my own inward concerns, and from 
inferior objects rife to thofe of a fuperior nature *.” I 
fhould look upon it as no {mall pe if, out, of 


* Ab exterioribus ad interiora redeam, et is inferioribus ad-fu- 


periora afcendam. 
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this whole fociety, I could but gain one, but wifh earn- 
eftly I could prevail with many, and {till more ardently 
that I could fend you all away, fully determined to en- 
tertain more ferious and fecret thoughts than ever you 
had before, with regard to your immortal ftate and 
eternal concerns. But how vain are the thoughts of 
men! What a darknefs overclouds their minds *!. It. 
is the great complaint of God concerning his people, 
that they have not a heart to underftand t. It is at once 
the great difgrace and mifery of mankind, that they 
live without forethought {. That brutifh thoughtleff- 
nefs §, pardon the expreflion, or, to fpeak more intel- 
ligibly, want of confideration, is the death and ruin of 
fouls; and the ancients obferve, with great truth and 
juftice, “‘ that a thoughtful mind is the fpring and 
fource of every good thing |].’?. Be. 
It is the advice of the Pfalmift, that we s thaulee cOn~ 
verfe much with ourfelves : an advice, indeed, which is 
regarded by few ; for the greateft part of mankind are 
no where greater ftrangersthanat home. But itis my 
earneft requeft to you, that you would be intimately 
- acquainted with yourfelves, and, as becomes perfons 
devoted to a ftudious life, be much at home, much in 
your own company, and very often engaged in ferious 
converfation with yourfelves. . Think gravely, to what 
purpofe do I live? Whither am I going? Afk thyfelf, 
haft thou any fixed and determined purpofe? any end 


* © vanas hominum mentes! O pectora ceeca ! 
+ Non habent cor ad cogitandum. 
‘ak Ameoonlise § Aer 
=|) Intelle€tus cogitabundus principium omnis boni. 
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thou purfueft with ftedfaftnefs *? ‘The principles Thave © 
embraced under the name of the Chriftian religion, the 


i things Thave fo often heard about a future {tate, and 


life, and death eternal, are they true or falfe? If they 
are true, as we all abfolutely profefs to believe they 
are, then, to be fure, the greateft and moft important 
matters of this world are vain, and even. lefs than vanity 
itfelf: all our knowledge is but ignorance, our riches 
poverty, our pleafures bitternefs, and our honours vile 
and difhonourable. How little do thofe men know, 
who are ambitious of glory, what it really is, and how 
‘to be attained ? Nay, they eagerly. catch at the empty 
fhadow of it, while they avoid and turn their backs 
upon that glory which is real, fubftantial, and everlaft- 
ing. ‘The happinefs of good men, in the life to come, _ 
is not orly infinitely above all our expreffions, but 
even beyond our moft enlarged thoughts. By com- 
paring, however, great things with fmall, we attain 
fome faint notion of thefe exalted and invifible bleffings, 
from the earthly and vifible enjoyments of this world. — 
In this refpeét, even the Holy Scriptures defcend to 
the weaknefs of our capacities, and, as the Hebrews 
*exprefs it, “ the Law of God {peaks the language of 
_ the children of men .” They fpeak of this celeftial 
life, under the reprefentations of an heritage, of riches, 
of a kingdom, and a crown, but with uncommon epi- 
- thets, and fuch as are by no means applicable to any 
earthly glory, or opulence, however great. It is anin- 
heritance, but one that is uncorrupted, undefiled, and — 
* Eft aliquid quo tendis,'et in quid dirigis arcum ? 
+ Lex Dei loquitur Iinguam filiorum Kominum. 
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that. fadeth not away: a kingdom, ‘it one that can 
never be fhaken, thuch lefs ruined ; which can never 
be faid of the thrones of this fublunary: world, as evi- | 
dently appears from the hiftories of all nations, and 
-our own recent experience. Hear, ye fons of Adam, 
a covetous and ambitious race, here is room for a laud- 
-able avarice; here are motives to excite your ambi- 
tion, and, at the fame time, the means of fatisfying it 
to the full: But it muft be acknowledged, that the be-. 
lief of thefe things is far from being common. What 
a rare attainment is faith! Seeing among the prodigious 
crowds of thofe who profefs to believe, in this world, 
one might juftly cry out, where isa true believer to be 
found? That man fhall never perfuade me, that he be- 
lieves the truth and certainty of heavenly enjoyments, 
who cleaves to this earth, nay, who does not fcorn and 
defpife it, with all its baits and allurements, and employ 
all his powers, as well as his utmoft induftry, to obtain. 
thefe immenfe and eternal bleflings. | 
‘Nor is there any thing in the way to thefe enjoy- 
ments that can deter you from it, unlefs holinefs in 
heart and life appear to be a heavy and troublefome 
tafk to you: whereas, on the contrary, nothing furely 
can be named, that is either more fuited to the dignity 
of human nature, more beautiful and becoming, or at- 
tended with greater pleafure. I therefore befeech and 
intreat you, by the bowels of divine mercy, and by 
your own moft precious fouls, that you would ferioufly 
confider thefe things, and make them your principal 
ftudy ; try an experiment, attended with no danger or 
expence, make a trial of the ways of this wifdom, and 
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I doubr. not but you will be fo charmed with the plea- 
- fantriefs thereof, that you will never thence forward de- 
"part from them. For this purpofe, Tearneftly recom- 
mend to you, to be conftant and affiduous in prayer; 
os nay, it is St. ‘Paul’s: exhortation, that you pray without 
ceafing *. So that prayer may be, not only, according 
to the old faying, “¢ the key that opens the day, and 3 
the lock that fhuts up the night + ;’? but alfo, fo to 
- {peaks a flaff for fupport in the day-time, and a bed for - 
reft and comfort in thé night ; two conveniences which 
are commonly exprefled by one fingle Hebrew word. 
And be affured, that the more frequently you pray, 
with fo much the greater eafe and pleafure will your 
prayers be attended, not only from the common and ~ 
neceflary connexion between aéts and habits, but alfo 
- from the nature of this duty ;. for prayer, being a kind 
of converfation with God, gradually purifies the foul, 
and makes it continually more and more like unto him. 
Our love to God is alfo very much improved by this 
frequent intercourfe with him ;/and by this love, on 
“the other hand, the foul is eats difpofed to fer- 
vency, as well as frequency in prayer, and can, by no 
means, poet without it : 


* 1 Thef, v. Lie : + Clavis diei, et fera no&is. 
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Of Happiness, ifs name and nature, and the defire of 
it implanted in the human heart. 


; HS deep and dark is that abyfs of mifery, into 
which man is precipitated by his deplorable fall, 
fince he has thereby loft not only the poffeffion, but 
alfo the knowledge of his chief or principal good? He: 
has no diftin® notion of what it is, of the means of re- 
covering it, or the way he has to take in purfuit of it. 
Yet the human mind, however ftunned and weakened 
_ by fo dreadful a fall, ftill retains fome faint idea, fome - 
confufed and obfcure notions of the good it has loft, 
and fome remaining feeds of its heavenly original *. 
It has alfo ftill remaining a kind of languid fenfe of its 
mifery and indigence, with affeCtions fuitable to thofe 
obfcure notions: from this imperfect fenfe of its po- 
verty, and thefe feeble affections, arife fome motions 
and efforts of the mind, like thofe of one groping in 
the dark, and feeking reft every where, but meeting 
with it no where. ' This-at leaft is ‘beyond all doubt, 
and indifputable, that all men with well to themfelves, 
nay, that they all catch at, and defire to attain the en- 
joyment of the moft abfolute and perfett good: even 
the worft of men have not loft this regard for them- 
felves, nor can they pofflibly diveft themfelves of it. 
And though, alas! it is but too true, that, as we are 
naturally blind, we run ourfelves upon mifery under : 


_ * Cognati femina ceeli. 
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the difguife of happinefs, and not only embrace,’ ac= 
cording to the common faying, “a cloud inftead of 
Juno *,” but death itfelf inftead of life ; yet, even from 
this thoi fatal error, it is evident that we naturally 
purfue either real happinefs, or what, to our miftaken 


. judgment, appears to be fuch. Nor can the mind of » 


man divett itfelf of this propenfion, without divefting 
itfelf of its being. This is what the {choolmen mean, 
when, in their manner of expreffion, they fay, ‘« That 
the will is carried towards happinefs, not fimply as will, 
but as nature f.”’ 


- It is true, indeed, the generality af mankind are not 


well’ acquainted with the motions of their own minds, 
nor at pains to obferve them, but, like brutes, by a kind 


of fecret impulfe, are violently carried towards fuch en- 


joyments as fall in their way: they do but very little, 
or not at all, enter into themfelves, and review the ftate 


and operations of their own minds; yet in all their ac- ~ 


tions, all their wifhes and defires (though they are not 


always aware of it themfelves) this thirft after immor- . 
tality exerts and difcovers itfelf. Confider the bufy. 


part of mankind, hurrying to and fro in the exercife of 


their feveral profeffions, phyficians, lawyers, merchants, 


mechanics, farmers, and even foldiers themfelves ; they 
all toil and labour, in order to obtain reft, if fuccefs 
attend their endeavours, and any fortunate event an- 
fwer their expeétations. Encouraged: by thefe fond 
hopes, they eat their bread with the fweat of their 


* Nubem pro Junone. | 
+ In beatitudinem fertur voluntas, non ut voluntas, fed ut na- 


tura. 


Be 
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brow: ‘but their toil, after all, is endlefs, conftantly 
returning in a circle; and the days of men pafs away 
in fuffering real evils, and entertaining fond hopes of 
apparent good, which they feldom or never attain: 
«¢ Every man walks in a vain fhew; he torments him- 
felf in vain *.”? He purfues reft and eafe; like his fha- 
dow, and never overtakes them; but, for the moft 
part, ceafes to live before he begins to live to purpofe. 
However, after all this confufed and fluctuating appe- 
tite, which determines us to the purfuit of good, either 
real or apparent, as it is congenial with us, and deeply 
rooted in the human heart, fo it is the great handle, by ~ 
which divine grace lays hold, as it were, upon our na- 
ture, draws us to itfelf, and extricates us out of the 
profound abyfs of mifery, into which we are fallen. | 
From this it evidently follows, that the defign of fa- 
cred Theology is the very fame with that of human 
nature, and “ he that rejects it hates his own foul,” 
for fo the wife King of Ifrael emphatically exprefles it. 
He is the moft irreconcileable enemy to his own hap- 
pinefs, and abfolutely at variance with himfelf; accord- 
ing to that of St. Bernard, “ After I was fet in oppo- 
fition to thee, I became alfo contrary to myfelf +.” 
Thefe confiderations have determined me to begin 
thefe inftructions, fuch as they-are, which, with divine 
afliftance, I intend to give you concerning the princi- 
ples of the Chriftian religion, with a fhort difquifition 
concerning the chief or ultimate end of man. And 


* Pfal. xxxix. 6, 


+ Poftquam sesh me contrarium tibi, factus fum contrarius 
mihi. 


+ 
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@ 


heel it is to be, fire of ‘all, Sih ands that the tran- 


{cendent and fupreme end of all is the glory of God ; all 
things returning, in a_moft beautiful circle, to this, as 


the original fource from which they at firft took, their 
rife; but the end of true religion, as far as it regards 
us, which is immediately conneéted with the former, 
and ferves, i in a moft glorious manner, to promote it, 
is the falvation and happinefs of mankind. Om 

Though I fhould not tell you, what is to be under- 
ftood by the term appine/s or felicity in general, I can- 
not imagine any of you would be ata lofs about it. 
Yet I fhall give a brief explication of it, that you may 
have the more diftin@ ideas of the thing itfelf, and the 
jufter notions of what is to’be further advanced on the 


fubjed. Nor is there, indeed, any controverfy on this 
head ; for all are agreed, that by the terms commonly 


ufed in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin * to exprefs happi- 
nefs or felicity, we are to underftand that perfect and 


complete good, which is fuited and adapted to intelligent 
nature: \{ay, to intelligent nature, becaufe the brute 


creatures cannot be faid to be happy, but in a very im-. 
proper fenfe. » Happinefs cannot be afcribed to horfes 


.or oxen, let them be ever fo well fed, and left in the. 


full poffeflion of liberty and eafe. And as good in ge- 


- neral is peculiar to intelligent beings ;. fo, more efpect- 


ally, that perfe& good, which conftitutes felicity in its 


full and moft extenfive acceptation. It is true, indeed, 
in common converfation; men are very prodigal of this 
term, and, with extravagant levity, mifapply it to every 


A Apperi i in etre, siecle & evdaoruovies’ in Greek, felicitas 
wf beatitudo in Latin. eis} ; 
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common enjoyment of life, or apparent good they meet 

with, efpecially fuch as is moft fuited to their prefent 

exigencies ; ‘and thus, as Ariftotle, in his Ethics, ex- 
preffes it, ‘The fick perfon confiders health, and, the 
poor man riches, as the chief good *.” It is alfo true, 
that learned men, and even the facred Scriptures, give 
the name of felicity,to fome fymptoms, and {mall be- 
ginnings of future happinefs; but, as we have already 
ebferved, this term, in its true and complete fenfe, com- 
prehends in it that abfolute and full perfetion of good, 
which entirely excludes all uneafinefs, and brings with 
it every thing that can contribute to fatisfaction and de- 
light. Confequently that good, whatever it be, that 
moft perfectly fupplies all the wants, and fatisfies all. 
the cravings of our rational appetites, is objective feli-. 
city, as the {chools exprefs it; and actual, or formal 
felicity, is the full poffeffion and enjoyment of that complete 
and chief good. t confifts in a perfe& tranquillity of — 
the mind, and not a dull and ftupid indolence, like the ~ 
calm that reigns in the dead fea; but fuch a peace of : 
mind as is lively, active, and conftantly attended with. 
the pureft joy: not a mere abfence of uneafinels and 
pain; but fuch a perfect eafe as is conftantly accompa.” 
nied with the moft perfe& fatisfa€tion, and fupreme 
delight: and, if the term had not been degraded by 
the mean ufes to which it has been proftituted, I fhould 
not fcruple to call it pleafure -. And, indeed, we may 
{till call it by this name, provided we purify the term, 
and guard it by the following limitations ; fo as to un. 


* £ ' e , ey 
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_ derftand by felicity, fuch a pleafure as is perfe&t, con- 
 ftant, pure, fpiritual, and divine: for never, fince I 
~ventured to think upon fuch fubjeéts, could I be fatis- 
fied with the opinion of Ariftotle, and the fchoolmen, 
who diftinguith between the fruition of the chief good, 
which conftitutes true felicity, and the delight and fa- 
_ tisfa@tion attending that fruition ;, becaufe, at this rate, 
_ that good would not be the ultimate end and comple- 
tion of our defires, nor defired on its own account ; 
for whatever good we with to poffels, the end of our 
withing is, that we may enjoy it with tranquillity and 
delight : and this uninterrupted delight or fatisfaCtion, 
which admits of no allaysis love in poffeffion of the : 
beloved sion and at the height of 1 its ambition. 


ag eh CTURE I. 


Of the Happiness of Man, and shat it is ‘really to be 
; found. 


7 OU will not, I imagine, be offended, nor think I : 


intend to infult you, becaufe Ihave once and a- ; 
gain, with great earneftnefs and fincerity, wifhed you 
and myfelf a found and ferious temper of mind; for, 
if we may reprefent things as they really are, very few 
men are pofleffed of fo valuable a blefling. The far 
greater part of them are intoxicated either with the 
pleafures or cares of this world; they ftagger about 
with a tottering and unftable pace; and, as Solomon. 
expreffes it, ‘* The labour of-the foolifh wearieth every 
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one of them; becaufe he knoweth-not how to go to 
the city *.”” The ‘heavenly city, and the vifion of 
peace, which very fewhave a juft notionof, or are atpains — 
to feek after; nay, they know not what it is they are 
feeking ; they flutter from one obje& to another, and 
. live at hazard; they haye no certain harbour in view, 
nor direct their courfe by any fixed flar: but to him 
that knoweth not the port, to which he is bound, no i 
wind can be favourable; neither can he, who has not 
yet determined at what mark he is to thoot, dire&t his 
arrow aright. That this may not be our cafe, but that 
we may have a’ proper object to aim at, I propofe to 
fpeak of the chief end. of our being. . 
And to begin at the father of ' fpirits, 0 or pure intelli- | 
gences. God, bleffed for ever, completely happy in- 
himfelf from all eternity, is his own happinefs. His 
felf-fufficiency +, that eternal and infinite ‘fatisfaction | 
and complacency he has in himfelf, is the peculiar and 
moft complete felicity of that fupreme Being, who de- 
rives his exiftence from himfelf, and has given being to 
every thing elfe; which Chryfoftom has well ex- 
- preffed by faying, *¢ That itis God’s peculiar property 
to fland in need of nothing }.” And Claudius Victor 
“a beautifully deferibes him, ‘* as vefted with all the ma- 
3 jefty of creative power, comprehending in his infinite 
mind all the creatures to be afterwards produced, having — 
all the revolutions of time conftantly prefent to his all. 


* Ecclef. x. 15: , 
T 7 Avrctpretace 
T Ob prcrsse WOioy To aveveEse 
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feeing fee sand being an immenfe: and: ‘moft glorious 


kingdom to: himfelfh 42210 Patepy ote iis 
Yet, all we can fay of this primary uncreated. Majetty . 

and felicity, i is but mere taiking to little or no fort of 

purpofe ; for here not only words fail: us, but even 


thought is at a ftand, and quite over-powered, when 


: 


we furvey. the fupreme, felf-exiftent Being +, perfectly 
happy and glorious in the fole enjoyment of his own 
infinite perfections, throughout numberlefs ages, with- 
out angels, men, or any other creature: So that the 
poet had reafon to fay, “ What eye is fo ftrong, that 
the matchlefs brightnefs of thy errs will not» dazzle 
it, and make it clofe {?” 
(Let us, therefore, seftareds into sseandeen but bad a 
view to return to him again, and not only fo, but in» 
fuch a manner, that the end’and defign of our defcend- 


ing to enquire into our own fituation be, that we may, 


with greater advantage, return and re-afcend to God» 

for, if we enquire into-our-own ultimate end, this difs 
quifition-muft rife above all other beings, and at laft 
terminate in him ; becaufe he himfelf is that very end, 
and out of him there is néither beginning nor end. The 


* Regnabatq ; potens in majeftate creandi, | 
Et facienda vidents, gignendaq ;’ mente capaci, 

_ Secula defpiciens, et quicquid tempora volvunt 
Prefens femper habens: immenfum mole beata 
Regnum erat ipfe fibi. 

i Aye1asoy Toy OyT abe 
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felicity of angels, which is an intermediate degree of 
happinefs, we fhall not infift on, not only becaufe it is 
foreign to our purpofe, but alfo becaufe our felicity 2 
and theirs will be found ‘upon the matter to be oi . 
cifely the fame. 


- With regard ‘to our own set we hall firft oe 


_ fhew, that fuch a happinefs really emifts ; and, next, en- 
quire what it is, and wherein it confifts. We affert 
then, that there is fuch a thing as human felicity : and 
this ought rather to be taken for granted as a matter 
unqueftionable, than ftri@tly proved. But when I {peak 
of human ‘felicity, 1am well fatisfied you will not ima- 
gine, I mean fuch a happinefs ‘as may be had from hu- 
man things; but that I take the term fubjedtively, and 
underftand by it the happinefs of man. Now; he who | 
' would deny, that this isnot only among the number of | 
poflibles, but actually attained by fome part, at leaft, 
of the human race, would not only render himfelf un- 
worthy of fuch happinefs, but even of human nature 
itfelf ; becaufe he would thereby do all in his power to . 
deprive it of its highelt expeCtations, and its greateft 
honour: but, whoever allows, that all things were 
produced. by the hand of an infinitely wife Creator, 
cannot poflibly doubt, that man, the head and. orna- 
ment of all his vifible works, was made capable of a 
proper and fuitable end. The principal beauty of the 
_ creation confifts in this, that all things in it are difpofed 
in the moft excellent order, and every particular in- 
tended for fome noble and fuitable end; and if this 
could not be faid of man, who is the glory of the vifi- 
ble world, what a great deformity muft it be, how 
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great: a gap in nature *; arid: this gap muft be the 
greater, that, as we have sends obferved, man is na- 
3 turally endued with {trong and vigorous defires to- 
_ wards fuch an end: yet, on this abfurd fuppofition, 
_ * all fuch defires and expectations would be vain, and 
| to no purpofe +;”? and fo fomething might be faid in 
defénce of that peevith and impatient expreffion, which 
efcaped the Pfalmift in a fit of exceffive forrow, and he ' 
might) have an excufe for faying, “ Why. haft ‘thou 


made all menvin vain {?” This would not only have 


been a frightful gap in nature, but, if I am allowed fo. 
to fpeak, at. this rate the whole human race muft have. 
been created in. mifery, and expofed to unavoidable — 
torments,’ from which they could never have: béen re- 
lieved, had they been’ formed not only: capable of a 
good quite unattainable, and altogether without their 


2 ~ reach ; but alfo with ftrong and reftlefs defires towards 


that impoflible good. Now, as this is by no means to 
‘be admitted, there muft neceffarily be fome full, per- 
‘manent, and fatisfying good, that may be attained by . 
“man, and in the Sines of which he muft be Faun 
happy. Maes 3 | 
; ‘When we revolve thefe things i in our minds, do we 
not feel from within a powerful impulfe exciting us to 
fet afide all other cares, that we may difcover the one 
chief good, and attain to the enjoyment of it? While 
we inhabit thefe bodies, I own we lie under a neceflity 
of ums rae and Lae things; but there is no 


* Meys NET AG» 
+ Ose KEvny iyats 16, exce'rochooy any 
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neceflity that we fhould be flaves to.our bellies and the 
Tufts of the flefh, or have our affections ‘glued to this 
earth : nay, that it fhould be fo, is the higheft and moft 


intolerable indignity. Can it be thought, that man | Z 


was born merely to cram himfelf with viduals and 
drink, or gratify the other appetites of a body, which- : 
he has in common. with the brutes? ‘to fnuff up the 
wind, to entertain delufive and vain hopes all the days 
of his life, and, when that fhort fcene of madnefs is : 
over, to be laid in the grave, and reduced to his ori- 
ginal duft? Far be it from us to draw fuch conclufions : 
there is d@rtainly fomething beyond this, fomething fo 
great and lafting, that, in refpect of it, the fhort point 
of time we live tigre, with all its buftle of bufinefs and 
pleafures, is, more empty and vanifhing than {moke. 
_ Tam more.confiderable, fays R.S. and born to 
greater matters, than to become the flave of my dimi- 
_ nutive body *?”? With how much greater truth might 
- we {peak thus, were we regenerated from heaven? Let 
us be afhamed to live with our heads bowed down, like 
groveling beafts gazing upon the earth, or even to 
catch at the vain and airy fhadows of fcience, while, in _ 
the mean time, we know not, or do not confider, 
- whence we took our rife, and whither we are foon to 
return, what place is to receive our fouls, when they _ 
are fet at liberty from thefe bodily prifons. If it is the 
principal defire of your fouls to underftand the nature 
of this felicity, and the way that leads to it, fearch the 
Scriptures; for, fron them alone, we all think, or pro- 


* Major fum, et “ad majora pene quam ut fim mancipium mei 
corpufculi. 
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Fels to think, we can have eternal life. I exhort, and 
_ befeech you, never to fuffer fo much as one day to pafs, 
either through lazy negligence, or too much eagernefs 
in inferior ftudies, without reading fome part of the fa- 
ered records, with a pious and attentive difpofition of 
‘ mind ;. {till joining with your reading fervent prayer, 
that you may thereby draw down that divine light, 
without which fpiritual things cannot be read and un- 
“derftood. But with this light fhining upon them, it is 
not poflible to exprefs how much {weeter you ‘will find 
_thefe infpired writings, than Cicero, Demofthenes, Ho- 
‘mer, Ariftotle, and all the other orators,’ poets, and 
philofophers. ‘They reafon about an imaginary felicity, 
and every one in his own way advances fome' precari- 
ous and uncertain thoughts upon ity but’this book 
alone fhews clearly, and with abfolute ‘certainty, what 
it is, and points out the way. that leads to the attain. 
ment of it. This is that which prevailed with St. Au- 
guitine to ftudy the Scriptures, and engaged his affec- 
tion tothem. ‘ In Cicero, and Plato, and other fuch 
writers, fays he *, 1 meet with many things wittily 
faid, and things that have a moderate tendency to move | 
the paflions; but in none of them do I find thefe words, 
Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy la- 
den, and I will give you reft.” | 


* Apud Ciceronem et Platonem, aliofque ejufmodi {criptores, 
multa funt, acute’ dicta, et leniter calentia, fed-in iis omnibus hoe 
non invenio, Venitead me, &c. © Marr. xn. 28, 
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LECTURE” Ty eer sores 


In which it is proved that HuMAN Fexicrry cannot be 
found ae in the Earth, or savaadi ee 


E are all in queft of one thing, but almoft: all < 

us out of the right road: therefore, to be fure, 
the es and the more fwiftly we move in a wrong 
path, the farther we depart from the obje& ofiour de- 
fires: and if it is fo, we can fpeak or think of nothing. 
more proper and ‘feafonable, than of enquiring about 
the only right way, whereby we may all: come to fee 
the bright fountain of goodne/s *. 1 know you will re- _ 
member, that, on the laft occafion, we propofed the 
moft important of all queftions, viz. that concerning 
our ultimate end, or the’ way to difcover true happi- 
nefs; to which we afferted, that all mankind do:afpire. 
with a natural, and therefore: a conftant and uniform: 
ardour +; or rather, we fuppofed, that all:are*fuffici- 
ently acquainted with this happinefs, nay, really do,!or 
at leaft may feel it within them, if they thoroughly 
know themfelves. For this is the end of ‘the labours | 
of men, to this tend all their toils; this is the general 
aim of all, not only of the fharp-fighted, but the blear- 


eyed and fhort-fighted {, nay, even of thofe that are 
quite blind; who, though they cannot fee the mark 


* Boni fontem vifere lucidum. : 
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__ they propofe to themfelves, yet are in hopes of reach- 
ing it at lait: that is to fay, though their ideas of it 
are very confufed and imperfeét, they all defire happi- — 
-nefs in the obvious fenfe of the word. We have alfo 

obferved, that this term, in its general acceptation, im- 

ports that full and | perfect good which is fuited to in- 
- telligent nature. *, Itis hot to. be doubted, but the 
| felicity of the Deity, as well as his being, i is in himfelf, 
ae and from himfelf; but our enquiry is concerning our 

own happinefs. We alfo pofitively determined, that 
there is fome bleffed end fuited and adapted to our na- 
ture; and that this can by no means be denied: for 
finice all parts of the univerfe have proper ends fuited 
and adapted to their natures, that the moft noble and 
_ excellent creature of the whole fublunary world, fhould, 
in this, be defeGtive, and therefore created in vain, 
would be fo great‘a folecifm, fuch a deformity in the 
whole fabric, and fo unworthy of the fupreme and all. 
wife Creator, that it can by no means be admitted, nor 
even fo much as imagined. ‘This point being fettled, 
viz. that there is fome determinate good, in the pof- 
feffion whereof the mind of man may be fully fatisfied, 
and at perfeét reft, we now proceed to.enquire what | 
this good is, and where it may be found. 

- The firft thing, and at the fame time a very confi- 
derable ftep towards this difcovery, will be, to fhew 
where, and in what things this perfect good is not to 
be found; not only becaufe this point being fettled, it 
will be eafier to determine wherein it a€tually confitts ; 
nay, the latter will naturally flow from the former : 
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but alfo becaufe, as has been obferved, we fhall find 
the far greater: part of mankind purfuing vain fhadows ; 
_and phantoms of happinefs, and throughout their whole 
_ lives wandering in a great variety of bye-paths, feeking 

the way to make a proper improvement of life, almoft | 
always hunting for that chief good where 1 it is not t6 be 
found. They muft firlt be recalled from this rambling . 
and fruitlefs courfe, before they can poflibly be directed 
into the right road... I fhall not {pin out this negative 
propofition, by dividing the fubje& of it into feveral 
branches, and infifting feparately upon every one of 
them; but confider all thefe errors and miftakes, both 
vulgar and practical, {peculative and philofophical, 
however numerous they may be, as comprehended un- _ 
der one general head, and fully obviate them all by 

one fingle propofition, which, with divine. affiftance, 

I fhall explain to you in this Leéture, and that very 

briefly. 

The propofition is, that beeen iia or that fall 
and complete good. that is fuited to the nature of man, 
is not to be found in the earth, nor in earthly things. | 

‘Now, what if, inftead of further proof or illuftra- 
tion, I fhould only. fay, if this perfeét felicity is to be 
found within this vifible world, or the verge of this 
earthly life, let him, pray, who hath found it: ont, 
ftand forth: let him tell, who can, what ftar, of what- 
ever magnitude, what conftellation or combination of 
ftars, has fo favourable an afpect, and fo benign an in- 
‘fluence, or what is that fingular, good, or affemblage 
of good things in this earth, that can confer upon man- 
kind a happy life? All things that, like bright flars, 
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have hitherto attradted the eyes of men, vanifhing in a- 
few days," ‘have’ proved themfelves to be comets, not 
only of no benign, but even of pernicious: influence: 
according” to the faying, ‘* There is no comet but what 
brings fome mifchief along with it *.? All that have 
ever lived during fo many ages, that the world has’ 
hitherto lafted, noble and ignoble, learned and unlearn- 
ed, fools and wife men, have gone in fearch of happi- 
iefs 3° ‘Has’ ever any of them all, in times ‘paft, or is 
there any ‘at this day that has faid, Fhave found it +?) 
Different men have given ‘different definitions and def- 
criptions of it, and, according to their various turns of 
mind, have painted i it in a great variety of fhapes ; but, 
fince ‘the creation ‘of the world, theré has not been fo: 
~ much as one that ever pretended to fay, Here it is, I 
have it, and have attained the full poffeffion of it. Even: 
-thofé, from ‘whom moft was to -be expected, men of 
the utmoft Penetration, 2 and moft properly qualified for 
fuch refearches, ‘after all their labour and induftry, 
have acknowledged their difappointment, and that they . 





a 
had’ not found it. But i it would be wonderful indeed, 

~ that there fhould be any good fuited to human nature ¢ {; 
and to which mankind were born, and yet that it never 
fell to “the: fhare of any one individual of the fons of 
men ; unléls it be faid, that the things of life, in this. 
refpect, refemble the fpeculations of the fchools ; ; and 
‘that, as they talk about objects of knowledge that were 
never known, fo there was fome good attainable by 
men, which was never ghee attained. 
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But to look a little more narrowly into this matter, 
and tale a tranfient view Me the feveral periods of life. 
"Infants are fo far from attaining to happinefs, that they 
have not yet arrived at human life; yet, if they are 
compared with thofe of riper years, they are, in a low 
and improper fenfe, with regard to two, things, inno- 
cence and ignorance, happier than men: for there is 
nothing that years add to infancy fo invariably, and in 
fo. great abundance, as guilt and pollution; and the ex~ 
perience and ie of the world which they give 
diltrefs dis Bea So ia the great man reprefented 
in the tragedy embracing his infant, who knew nothing. 
of his own mifery, feems to have had fome reafon to. 
fay, “‘, That thofe, who know nothing, enjoy the hap- » 
-pieft life *.” And, to be fure, what we gain by our 
- progrefs fain infancy to youth is, that we thereby be- 
come more expofed to the miferies of life, and, as we 
‘improve in the knowledge of things, our pains and tor- 
ments are alfo increafed; for either children are put 
to fervile employments, or mechanic arts; or, if they. 
happen to have a more genteel and liberal education, 
this very thing turns to a punifhment, as they are there- ; 
by fubje@ted to rods, chaftifements, and, the power of 
parents and inftruétors, which is often a kind of petty 
tyranny ; and, when the yoke is lightened with the. 
greatelt prudence, it {till feems hard to. be borne, as it 
_ is above the capacity of their young minds, thwarts their. 


wifhes and inclinations, and eneroachas upon. their be- 
toved liberty. 


\ 
\ 
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Youth; put ii full poffeffion of this liberty, for the 
imoft part cedfes to be mafter of itfelf; not can it be 
fo tilly {aid to be delivered from its former mifery, as 
to exchiange it fora worfe, even that very liberty. I 
leaves the harbour, to fail through quickfands and sf. : 
refis; and, wheri both tHefe aré paffed; launches out 
into the deep fea. Alas! to what various fates is it 
there expofed? How many conttary winds does it méet 
with? How many ftorms threatening it with fhipwreck ? 
_ How many fhocks has it to bear from avarice, ambition, 
atid envy, éither in confequence of the violent flirrings 
of thofe paflions within itfelf, ot the fierce attacks of 
ihiém from without? And amidft all thefe tempefts, the 
‘hip is either éarly overwhelmed, or broken by ftorms, 
and, worn out by old age, at laft falls to pieces. 
Nor does it much fignify what ftate of life one en- 
ters into, or what rank he holds in human fociety ; for 
all forms of bufinefs and conditions of life, however va- 
rious you may fuppofe them to be, are expofed toa 
much greater variety of troubles and diftreffes, fome to 
preflures more numerous and more grievous than 
others, but all to a great many, and every one to fome 
"peculiar to itfelf. If you devote yourfelf to eafe and 
rétirement, you cannot avoid the reproach and uneafi- 
nefs that conftantly attend an iolent. an ufelefs, and 
lazy life. If you engage in bufinefs, whatever it be, 
whether you commence merchant, foldier, farmer, or 
lawyer, you always meet with toil and hazard, and of- 
ten with heavy misfortunes and loffes. Celibacy ex- 
pofes to folitude ; marriage, to folicitude and cares. 
Without learning you appear plain and unpolifhed ; 
D 2 | 
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but, on she other hand, the ftudy of letters i is a matter 


of immenfe labour, and, for the moft part, brings in 


but very little, either with regard to the knowledge you — 


- acquire by it, or the conveniencies of life it procures. 
- But I will enlarge no. farther ; you find the Greek and 


Latin poets lamenting the calamities of life, in many 
parts of their works, and at great length: nor do they 
exaggerate in the leaft; they even -fall fhort of the 
truth, and only enumerate .a few evils out of many. 
The Greek epigram, afcribed by fome to Pofidipus, 
by others to Crates the Cynic philofopher, begins thus, 


<¢ What ftate of life ought one to chufe, &c. * ”’ and 


having enumerated them all, concludes in this manner, , 
‘¢ There are then only two thingseligible, either never 


_ to have been born, or to die as foon as one makes his 


appearance in the world t.” 

But now, leaving the various periods and aes 
of life, let us, with great brevity, run over thofe things 
which are looked upon to be the greateft bleflings in it, 
and fee whether any of them can make it completely 
happy. Can this be expeéted from a beautiful out- 
fide? No; this has rendered many miferable, but ne- 
ver made one happy; for fuppofe it to be fometimes 
attended with innocence, it is furely of a fading and 


_perifhing nature, “the fport of time or difeafe t.” 


Can it be expected from riches? Surely no; for how 
little of them does the owner poffefs, even fuppofing 
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. his wealth to be ever fo great? What a {mall part of 
‘them does he.ufe or enjoy himfelf? and what has he 
-of the reft but the pleafure. of feeing them with his 
a : eyes? Let his table be loaded with the greatett. variety 
of delicious dithes, he fills his belly out of one; and if, 
he has an hundred beds, he lies but in one of them. 
Can the ‘kingdoms, thrones and {cepters of this world 
| confer happinefs ? No; we learn from the hiftories of — 
call ages, that not a few have been tumbled down from 
thefe by fudden and unexpeéted revolutions, and thofe 
not fuch as were void of condué or courage, but men 
of great and extraordinary abilities; and that thofe 
who met with no fuch misfortunes, were ftill far enough 
* from happinefs, is very plain from the fituation of their 
affairs, and in many cafes from their own confeffion. 
. The faying of Auguftus is well known: I wifh I had 
never been married, and had died childlefs * :”” and 
the expreflion of Severus at his death, ‘ I became all 
things, and yet it does not profit me +.” But the moft 
noted faying of all, and that which beft deferves to be 
known, is that of the wifeft and moft flourifhing king, | 
as well as the greateft preacher, who, having exaély 
computed all the advantages of his exalted dignity and 
. royal opulence, found this to be the fum total of all, 
and left it on record for the infpection of pofterity and 
future ages, ‘¢ Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” 
All this may poflibly be true with regard to the ex- 
ternal advantages of men; but may not happinefs be 
found in the internal goods of the mind, fuch as wil- 
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- domi anid virtue? Suppofe this grafted ; fill that they — 
thay cofifer perfect felicity, they mutt, of neceility, be 
perfe&t themfelves. Now, fhéw me the man, who, even 
in his own judgment, has attained to -perfeCtion ini wif. 
domi and virtue: even thofe who were accounted the 
wifeft, and actually were fo, acknowledged they knew 
nothing ; nor was there ofie attiong the moft approved 
philofophers, whofe virtues were not allayed with many 
blemifhes. The famé muft be faid of piety and true 
religion, which, though it is the beginning of felicity, 
and tends directly to perfection; yet, as in this earth 
it is not full and complete itfelf, it cantiot make its pof- 
feffors perfectly happy. The knowledge of the moft , 
exalted minds is very obfcure, and almoft quite dark, 
and their praétice of virtue lame and imperfe&t. And 
imdeed who can have thé boldnefs to boaft of perfec- 
tion in this refpe@, when he hears thé great Apoftle | 
complaining of the law of the flefh, and pathetically - 
exclaiming, ‘“* Who fhall deliver me from this body of 
_ death, &c. *’  Befides, though wifdom and virtué, 
or piety, were perfe&t, fo long as we have bodies, we 
mutt, at the fame time, have all bodily advantages, in 
order to perfect felicity. Therefore the Satirift fmartly 
ridicules the wife man of the Stoics. ‘ He is, fays he, 
~ free, honoured, beautiful, a king of kings, and particu- 
larly happy, except when he is troubled with phlegm t.” 
Since thefe things are fo, we muft raife our minds 
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higher, and not liye with our heads bowed down like 
the common fort of mankind; who, as St. Auguftine 
expreffes it, look for a happy. life in the region of 
death *. To fet our hearts upon the perifhing goods 
of this wretched life, and its muddy pleafures, is not 
the happinefs of men, but of hogs; and if pleafure is 
dirt, other things are but fmoke. Was this the only 
good propofed to the defires and hopes of men, it 
would not have been fo great'a privilege to be born. 
Be therefore advifed, young gentlemen, and beware of 
this poifonous cup, left’ your minds thereby become 
brutifh, and fall into a fatal oblivion of your original, 
and your end: turn that part of your compofition, 
which is divine, to, God its creator and father, without 


gies 


whom we can neither be happy, nox indeed be at all. 





LECTURE V. 


Of the IMMORTALITY of the Sout. 


prea are many things that keep mankind em- 

ployed, particularly bufinefs, or rather trifles ;. for 
fo the affairs, which are.in this world confidered as.moft. 
important, ought to be called, when compared, with. 
that of minding our own, valuable concerns, knowing 
ourfelves, and truly confulting our higheft interefts ; 
but how few are there that make this their ftudy.?: The. 
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definition you commonly give of man is, that he is ara- 
tional creature ; though, to be fure, it is not applicable 
_ to the generality of mankind, unlefs you underftand, 
‘that they are fuch, not atually, but in power only, 
and that very remote. They are, for the moft part 
at leaft; more filly and foolifh than children, and, like 
them, fond of toys and rattles: they fatigue themfelves 
running about and fauntering from sey to place, but 
do nothing to purpofe. 

What a wonder it is, that fouls of a heavenly origi- 
nal have fo far forgot their native country, and are fo 
immerfed in dirt and mud, that there are few men who 
frequently ‘converfe with themfelves about their own 
fate, thinking gravely of their original and their end, 
ferioufly laying to heart, that, as the poet expreffes it, 
“¢ Good and evil are fet before mankind * ;” and, af- 
ter mature confideration, not only think it the moft 
wife and reafonable courfe, but are alfo fully refolved 
to exert themfelves to the utmoft, in order to arrive at 
a fovereign contempt of earthly things, and afpire to 
thefe enjoyments that are divine and eternal. For our 
parts, 1 am fully perfuaded we will be of this mind, if 
we ferioufly.reflec&t’ upon what has been faid. For if 
there is, of neceflity, a complete, permanent, and fatis- 
’ fying good intended for man, and no fuch good ‘is to 
be found in the earth or earthly things, we mutt pro- 
ceed farther, and look for it fome where elfe; and in ~ 
confequence of this conclude, that man is not quite ex- 
tinguifhed by death, but removes to another place, and 
that the human foul is by all means immortal. 
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Many men have added a great variety of different 
arguments to fupport this conclufion, fome’of them 
ftrong and folid, and others, to fpeak freely, too meta- 
! phyfical, and of little ftrength, efpecially as they are as 
obfcure, as eafily denied, and as hard. to be proved, as 
that very peony in fupport of which se are ad- 
: duced. ak ay ia 
- They who reafon from the immaterial nature of the 
foul, and from its being infufed into the body, as alfo 
from its method of operation, which is confined to none 
of the bodily organs, may eafily prevail with thofe who 
"believe thefe principles, to admit the truth of the con- 
clufion they want to draw from them; but if they meet 
with any who obftinately deny the premiffes, or even 
doubt the truth of them, it will be a matter of diffi- 
culty to fupport fuch hypothefis with clear and conclu- 
- five arguments. ‘If the foul of man was well ‘acquaint- 


ed with itfelf, and fully underftood its own nature; if 


it could inveftigate the nature of its union with the 


a body, and the method of its operation therein, we doubt 


not, but from thence it might draw thefe, and other 
fuch: arguments of its immortality ; but fince, fhut up 
in the prifon of a dark body, it is fo little known, and 
fo incomprehenfible to itfelf; and fince, in fo great ob- 
feurity, it can fcarce, if at all, difcover the leaft of its 
own features and complexion, it would bea very diffi- 
cult matter for it to fay much: concerning its internal 
nature, or nicely determine the methods of. its  opera- 
tion. But it would be furprizing, if any one fhould 


deny, that the very operations it performs, efpecially _ 


thofe of the more noble and exalted fort, are ftrong 
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marks, and. cpeheiencneseparattens of its excellence and 
immortality. | . 
Nothing is more evident.than that, pelideg life and 
fenfe, and animal fpirits, which he has in common with 
the brutes, there is in man fomething more exalted, 
more pure, and that more nearly approaches to divi- 
nity. God has. given to the former a fenfitive foul, 
but. to us a mind alfo; and, to fpeak diftinctly, that 
{pirit, which is’ peculiar to man, and whereby: he is 


-raifed above all other animals, ought to be called mind 


rather than foul *. Be thisas it may, it is hardly pof- 
fible to fay, how vaftly the human mind excels the 
other with regard to its wonderful powers, and, next to 
them, with refpe& to its works, devices, and invention. | 
For it performs fuch great and wonderful things, that 
the brutes, even thofe of the greateft fagacity, can nei- 
ther imitate, nor at all underftand, much lefs invent: 


‘nay man, though he is much lefs in bulk, and inferior _ 
in ftrength to the greateft part of. them ; yet, as, lord 


and king of them all, he can, by furprifing means, bend - 
and apply the ftrength and induftry of all the other 
creatures, the virtues of all herbs and. plants, and, in a 

word, all the parts and powers of this vifible world, to 


“the ‘convenience and accommodation of his own life. 


He alfo builds cities, ereéts commonwealths, makes 
laws, conducts armies, fits out fleets, meafures not only 


the earth, but the heavens alfo, and inveftigates the - 


motions of the flars. He foretells eclipfes many years 
before they happen ; and, with very little difficulty, — 
fends his thoughts to a great diftance, bids them vifit 
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the remotelt cities and countries, mount aleve the fun 
and the ftars, and even the heavens themfelves, 

But all thefe things are inconfiderable, and contri- 
bute but little to our prefent purpofe, in refpect of that 
one ‘incomparable: dignity that refults' to the human 
mind from its being capable of religion, and having 
indelible characters thereof naturally ftampt upon it. — 
It acknowledges a God, and worfhips him ; it builds 


- _ temples to his honour; it celebrates his never-enough 
exalted Majefty with facrifices, prayers, and praifes, de- 


pends upon his bounty, implores his aid, and fo carries 
 ohaconftant correfpondence with heaven: and, which 
isa very {trong proof of its being originally from hea- 
ven, it hopes at laft to return to it. And, truly, in my 
ae judgment, this previous impreffion and hope of imimor- 
tality, and thefe earneft defires after it, are a very 
ftrong evidence of that immortality. ‘Thefe impref- 
fions, though in moft men they lie over-powered, and_ 
almoft quite extinguifhed by the weight of their bodies, 
and an extravagant love to prefent enjoyments; yet, 
now and then, in time of adverfity, break forth, and 
~ exert themfelves, efpecially under the preflure of fevere 
diftempers, and at the approaches of death. But thofe 
whofe minds are purified, and their thoughts habitu- 
- ated to divine things, with what conftant and ardent 
withes do they breathe after that bleffed immortality ! 
How often do their fouls complain within them, that 
they have dwelt fo long-in thefe earthly tabernacles! 
Like exiles, they earneftly with, make intereft, and 
ftruggle hard to regain their native country. More- 
over, does hot that noble neglect of ne body and its 
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fenfes, and that contempt of all the pleafures of the 
fleth, which thefe heavenly fouls have attained, evi- 
dently thew, that, in a fhort time, they will be taken 
from hence, and that the body and foul are of a very 
different, and almoft contrary nature to one another : 
that therefore the duration of the one depends not upon 
the other, but is quite of another kind; and the foul, 
fet at liberty from the body, is not only exempted from 
death, but, in fome fenfe, then begins to live, and then 
~ firft fees the light... Had we not this hope to fupport 
us, what ground would we have to lament our firft na- 
tivity, which placed us in a life fo fhort, fo deftitute df 
good, and fo crouded with miferies; a life which we © 
‘ pals entirely in grafping phantoms of felicity, and fuffer- | 
ing real calamities: fo that, if there were not, beyond. 


se ‘this, a life and happinefs that more truly deferves thefe 


names, who can help feeing, that of all creatures man 
would be the moft miferable, and, of all men, the beft 
: the moft unhappy. 
For although every wife man looks upon the belief of 
the'immortality of the foul as one of the great and 
principal fupports of religion, there may poffibly be 
fome rare, exalted, and truly divine minds, who would 
_ choofe the pure and noble path of virtue for its own 
fake, would conftantly walk in it, and, out of love to it, 
would not decline the fevereft-hardthips, if they fhould 
happen to be expofed to them on its account ; yet it 
cannot be denied, that the common fort of chriftians, 
_ though they are really and at heart found believers and 
true chriftians, fall very far fhort of this attainment, 
and would fcarcely, if at all, embrace virtue and reli. 
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~ gion, if you take away the rewards; which, I think, 
the Apoftle Paul hints at in this expreffion, < If in 
this life only we have hope, we are of all men the moft 
_ miferable *.? ‘The Apoftle, indeed, does not intend 
_thefe words as a direct proof of the immortality of the 
foul in a. feparate ftate, but as an argument to prove 
the refurrection of the body ; which is a doGrine near 
akin, and clofely conneéted: with the former. © For 
that great reftoration is added as an inftance of the 
_ fuper-abundance and immenfity of the divine goodnefs, 
whofe pleafure it is, that not only the better and more ~ 
ie divine part of man, which, upon its return to its origi- 
nal fource, is, without the body, capable of enjoying.a 
perfectly happy and eternal life, fhould have a glorious 
‘immortality, but alfo that. this earthly tabernacle, as 
being the faithful attendant and conftant companion of © 
the foul, through all its toils and labours in this world, 
_ be alfo admitted to a fhare and participation of its ae 
venly and eternal felicity ; that fo, according to our 
‘Lord’s expreffion, every faithful foul may have return- 
ed into its bofom, “* good meafure, prefled down, 
fhaken together, and running over f.” 
Let our belief of this immortality be founded entire- 
ly on divine revelation, and then, like a city fortified 
with a rampart of earth drawn round it, let it be out- 
-wardly guarded. and defended by reafon; which, in 
this cafe, fuggefts arguments as {trong and convincing 
as the fubject will admit Of we any one, in the prefent 
-gafe, promifes demontftration, ‘ his undertaking is 


* TCor. xve19. 
"+ Luke vi. 38. 2 
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certainly too much*;”’ if he defires or expetts it from 
another, ‘¢ he requires too much +t.” ° There are ins . 


deed very few demontftrations in philofophy, if you ex 


cept the mathematical {ciences, that can be truly and_ 


ftriGtly fo called; and, if we enquire narrowly into 


the matter, perhaps we fhall find none at-all; nay, if 


even the mathematical demonftrations are examined 
by the ftri& rules and ideas of Ariftotle, the greateft 
part of them will be found imperfect and defective. 


The faying of that philofopher is, therefore, wife and 


applicable to many cafes: ‘* Demonitrations are not to 
be expected in all cafes, but fo far as the fubje& will 
admit of them’ {. But, if we were well acquainted 
with the nature and effence of the foul, or even its pre- 
cife method of operation on the body, it is highly pro- 
bable we’ could draw from hence evident and undeni- 


able demonftrations of that immmortality which we are 


now afferting : whereas, fo long as the mind of man is 
fo little acquainted with its own nature, we muft ‘not 


-expeét any fuch. 


But that unquenchable thirft. of the ful: we have 


already mentioned, is a {trong proof of its divine nature: _ 


a thirft not to be allayed with the impure and turbid 


waters of any earthly good, or of all worldly enjoy- 


ments taken together. It thirfts after the never-failing 


fountain of good, according to that of the Pfalmift, - 
«< As the hart panteth after the water-brooks § :’? it 
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thirks aftera good, invifible, immaterial, and immortal, 


- tothe enjoyment whereof the miniftry of a body is fo 
far from being abfolutely néceffary, that it feels itfelf 
fhut up, and’confined by that, to which itis now united, 


as by a partition-wall, and groans under the preffure 


of it. And thofe fouls, that are quite infenfible of this 


thirft, are certainly buried in the body, asin the car- 
cafe of an impure hog; nor have they fo entirely. di- 
vetted themfelves of this appetite, we have mentioned, 
nor can they poflibly diveft themfelves of it, fo-as not 
to feel it feverely, to their great mifery, fooner or later, 
either when they. awake out of their lethargy within 
the body, or when. they are obliged to leave it... 'To 
conclude: no body, I believe, will deny, that we are 
to form our judgment of the true-nature of the human 
mind, not from the floth and ftupidity of the moft de- 
generate and vileft of men, but from the fentiments aed: 


fervent defires of the beft and wifeft of the fpecies. 


Thefe fentiments, concerning the immortality of a 
foul in its future exiftence, not only include no impof- 
fibility or abfurdity in them, but are alfo every way’ 
agreeable to found reafon, wifdom, and virtue, to the 
divine ceconomy, and the natural withes and defires of 


men; wherefore moft nations have, with the greateft 


reafon, univerfally adopted them, and the wifeft in all 
countries, and in all ages, have chearfully embraced 
them. And though they could not confirm them with 
any argument of irrefiftible force, yet they felt fome- 
thing within them that corré{ponded with this doétrine, 
and always looked upon it as moft beautiful and wor- 


-thy of credit. « Nobody, fays Atticus in Cicero, thal! 


@ 
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drive me from the immortality. ofthe foul*:” And 


Seneca’ s words are, “‘ I took pleafure to enquire into 


the eternity of the foul, and even, indeed, to believe it: 


- Lrefigned myfelf to fo glorious an hope, for now I be- 


gin to. defpife the remains of a broken conttitution, as 
being to remove into that oe of time, and into 
the. poffeffion of endlefs ages t.”?» OQ how = does 
the foul gain by this removal! bo Bayne fapipuel 
~ As for you, young gentlemen, I doubt not bide you | 
will embrace this. doctrine, not. only as agreeable -to: 
reafon, but.as it is an article of the chriftian faith. ~I 
only put you in mind to revolve it often within your- 
felves, and with a ferious difpofition of mind; for you 
will find it the: ftrongeft incitement to: wifdom, good 


_ morals, and true piety; nor can you imagine any thing 
that -will more effe€tually divert you from. a foolifh ad- 


miration of prefent and perifhing things, and from the. 


‘ allurements and fordid pleafures of this: earthly. bodys) 


Confider; I pray you, how unbecoming it is, to make a 

heaven-born foul, that is to live for ever, a flave to the. 
meanett, vileft, and moft trifling things ; and, asit were, 

to thruft down to the kitchen a prince that is obliged . 


to leave his country only for a fhort time. St. Bernard. 


pathetically addreffes himfelf to the body in favour of 
the foul; perfuading it to treat the latter honourably, 
not‘only on account of its dignity, but alfo for the ad- 


* Me nemo pe imimortalitate depellet. 

+ Juvabat de eternitate animarum querere, imo mehereule 
epedeve « dabam me fpei tante, jam enim reliquias infra€te ztatis 
contemnebam, in immenfum illud tempus, et in poffeffionem omnis 
evi tranfiturus. Sen. Epif. 102. 


a 


vantage that will thereby redound to the body itfalf. 
© Thou haft a noble gueft, O flefh! a moft noble one 
indeed, and all thy fafety depends upon its falvation: 
it will certainly remember thee for good, if thou ferve 
it well; and when it comes to its Lord, it will put him 
in mind of thee, and the mighty God himfelf will 
come to,make thee, who art now a vile body, like unto 
his glorious one: and, O wretched flefh, he, who came 


in humility and obfcurity to redeem fouls, will come in 


great majefty to glorify thee, and every eye fhall fee 


him *.”? Be mindful, therefore, young gentlemen, of 
your better part, and accuftom it to think of its own - 


eternity ; always, and every where, having its eyes fixed 
upon that world, to which it is moft nearly related. 
_ And thus it will look down, as from on high, on all 
thefe things, which the world confiders as lofty and 
exalted, and will fee them under its feet ; and of all - 
the things, which are confined within the narrow verge 


of this, prefent life, it will have nothing to defire, and” 


nothing to fear. 


* Nobilem hofpitem habes, O caro! nobilem valde, et tota tua 
falus de ejus falute pendet : omnino etiam memor erit tui in bonum, 
fi bene fervieris illi ; et cum pervenerit ad Dominun fuum, fuggeret 
ei de te, et veniet ipfe Dominus virtutum, et te vile corpus confi- 
gurabit corpori {uo gloriofo, qui ad animas redimendas humilis ante 
venerat, et occultus, pro te glorificando, O mifera caro, fublimis 


' -veniet et manifeftus. 
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_ often obliges to repeat them, cod? oteor BY 


LECTURE Vi 


Of the HAvenwess of the Lire to come. 


OF all. the thowelats of men, there is canaisks none. 
» that more often, occur to-a ferious mind, that, has. | 
{tS own interelt at heart, than that, to which.all others 


are fubordinate and fubfervient, with regard to: the in-. 
_ tention, the ultimate and.moft defirable end. of.-all our 


toils. and cares, and-even of life itfelf.... And this im-. 
portant thought will the more. clofely befet the mind, 
the more fharp-fighted it is in prying into the real,tor-, 


’ ments, the delufive hopes, and the falfe joys of this.our 


Lead wr © xo on. 1) 


wretched ftate; which is indeed, fo miferable, , thatait, 


_ can never be. fufficiently lamented : and as for. laughter; 
- amidft fo many, forrows, dangers and fears, it mult, be: 


confidered as downright madnefs.. Such. was the, opi-. 
nion of the wifelt of kings: ‘ T have faid-of) laughter) 
fays he,.it is, mad; and of mirth, what doth, it * 1”, 
We have,: therefore, no caufe to be much furprifed at, 
- the bitter complaints, which a grievous. weightiof afflic,, 
tions has extorted, even from, great and good) mens, 
nay if is rather a wonder, if the fame, caufes, do, not: 
, Ifwe look about us, how often. are. we tasks is 
hice either the calamities of our country, or the fad, 
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' _ difafters of our relations and friends, whom we have 
daily occafion to mourn, either as groaning under the _ 
preflures of poverty, pining away under languifhing © 
difeafes, tortured by acute ones, or carried off by 
death, while we ourfelves are, in like manner, very 
foon, to draw tears from the eyes of others; nay, how 


often are we a burden to ourfelves, and groan heavily 


under afflictions of our own, that prefs hard upon out 
eftates, our bodies, or our’ minds? Even thofe who 
‘feem to meet with the feweft and the leaft incoriveni= 
encies in this life, and dazzle the eyes’ of {fpectators 
with the brightnefs of a feemingly’ ‘conftant, andouni-’ 
form felicity 5 5 befides, that they often faffer from fectet! 
vexations and cares, which déeftroy their inward peace,) - 
and'préy upon their diftrefled hearts ; how uncertain,’ 
weak; and brittle is that falfe happinefs which appears’ 
about them, and, when it fhines brighteft, ‘how ‘eafily’ 
> ig dt’ bokedt to’ pices : fo that it has been july faidy — 
<othey want another felicity to fecure that which they: 
are already’ poffeffed of *.”?' Tf, after all; there are’ 
forne whofe minds are hardened againft all the forms: — 
and appearances of external things, and that look’ 
down ‘with equal contempt upon all the events of this 
world, whether of a dreadful or engaging afpect, even 
this’ difpofition of mind does not make them happy: 
fiof do'théy ‘think’ themfelves fo, they have {till fome= 
thing to make them uneafy ; the obfcure darknefs that - 
overfpreads their minds, their ignorance of heavenly 
__ things, and the ftrength of their carnal affe€tions, not 


* Alia felicitate ad illam felicitatem tuendam opus eft. 
oo 
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_ yet entirely fubdued. And, though thefe we are:now . 
{peaking of are by far the nobleft and moft beautiful 
part of the human race; yet, if they ‘had» not» within 
them that bleffed hope of removing hence, in 4d little 
time, to the regions of light, the more: feverely they 
feel the ftraits and afflictions, to: which their fouls:are 
expofed by being fhut up in this narrow earthly. cot- | 
tage, fo much they arena would be more miferable 
than the reft of mankind. | 
As oft, therefore, as we reflec. upon thefe dima 

we will find that the whole comes to this one conclu- 
fion: ‘ There is certainly fome end *.”)|, There is; to 
be fure, fome end fuited to the nature» of; man, and 
“worthy of it; fome particular, complete; and perma- 
nent good: .and fince we in ‘vain look for it within 
the narrow |verge of this life, and among the:many 
miferies that fwarm,on it from beginning to.\endj:we 
- muft of neceflity conclude, that there is certainly fome . 
more fruitful country, anda more lafting life, to which 
our, felicity is referved, and into which we will be:re- 
ceived when we remove hence... This, is not.our:rett, 
nor have; we any place of refidence here;. itis thelre- 
gion of fleas and gnats, and. while we fearch for: hap- 
pinefs among’ thefe mean and_ perithing. things, we are 
not only fure to be. difappointed, but alfo not to efeape 
thofe miferies, which, in great numbers,: continually 
befet us; fo that we miay apply to ourfelves ithe faying 
of the famous artift, confined in the ifland of Crete, 
and truly fay, “ The earth and the fea are fhut up 
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hs rolnpiudin cic neither of them can favour our efeape 5 ie 
‘othe way: ‘to‘heaven is: alone open, and this wag wewill — 
a ie oxeighen Prodi tt doy’ pooms memud edi te ateq 
®\) "Thus far we have pedicle re dlovhaa and very 
vlately we have difcourfed upon the immortality. of the 
»ifoul, to which we have added the refurreGtion of our 
. beste ‘body by way of appendix. It remains that we 
» Now enquire into the happinefs of the life to come,” 
Z Yet, | own, I am almoft deterred from entering 
upon this ‘enquiry by the vaft obfcurity and fublimity 
ofthe fubject, which in its uature is fuch, that we can 
©) neither underftand it, nor, if we could, can it: be ex- 
bap ciets in words. The divine Apoftle, who had “had 
fome glimpfe of this felicity, deferibes: it no otherwife . 
sthan by ‘his filence, calling the words'he heard, ‘* un- 
% coin and’ fuch as it was not lawful for a man to 
mutter t.2? And, if he neither could, nor would'exprefs 
sick he faw, far be it from us boldly to force ourfelves 
-/bintoporintrude upon what we have not feen; efpecially 
yas the fame Apoftle, in another place, acquaints ‘us, 
Jiforvour future caution, that ‘this-was unwarrantably 
done by fome rafh and forward perfonsin his'own time. 
-q Butcince in 'the facred archives of this new world; how- 
svever invifible and unknown to us, we have fome maps 
ocand deferiptions of it fuited.to our capacity $' we are 
yimotionly allowed to look at them, but, as they were 
sodrawn tonmhat-very purpofe, it would certainly be the 


3 # Nec tellus police, nec patet 1 unda Fuge, 
Cit, 34 
% *“'Reftat iter ceeli, ccelo tentabimus 1 ire. 
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- greatelt ingratitude, as well as the higheft negligence. 
in us, not to make fome improvement of them. . Here,, 
however, we muft remember, what a great odds there — 
is between the defcription of a kingdom in a fmall and: 

- imperfeé map, and the extent and beauty of that very’ 
kingdom, when viewed by the traveller’s eye; and: 
. how much’greater the difference muft be, between the; 
felicity of that heavenly kingdom, to which we are af-- 
: piring, and all, even the moft. ftriking figurative ex-, 
. preflions, taken from the things of this earth, that are 
—ufed to convey fome faint. and imperfect notion. of. it 
to our minds? What are thefe things, the: falfe. glare 
and. fhadows whereof, in this earth, are purfued with, 
fuch keen and. furious impetuofity, riches; honours, 
pleafures ? All thefe, in their jufteft, pureft,- and fub-) 
limeft fenfe,,are comprehended. in this, bleffed, life zit 
is a treafure, that can neither fail nor be carried-away 
by force or fraud,;. it isan inheritance uncorrupted and; _ 
undefiled, a. crown that: fadeth not away, a never-fail-; 
ing ftream of joy) and delight: it is a marriage-featt,- 
and of all othersthe moft joyous and moft fumptuous;': 
one that always fatisfies; and never cloys the appetitet = 
it is an eternal {pring, and an. everlafting light, a all 
without an evening : it isa paradife, where the dillies. 
are always white and full blown, the faffron bloomig,, 
the trees {weat' out their balfams, and the tree of: life. 
in the midft thereof : it is a city where the houfes,are: 
built of living pearls, the gates of precious -{tones,: and., 
_ the ftreets paved with the pureft golds. yet all-thefe. 
are nothing but veils of the happinefs to be revealed 


sy 
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on'that moft ble efled day; nay, the. light’ aitfelf, \ihiich 
-we'have mentioned among the reft, though) it ‘be the 
 moft beautiful ornament of this vifible world, is at beft 


Buta! fhadow of that: heavenly glory; and how’ fmall 
* foever that portion of this inacceflible ‘brightnefs may 
be, which, in’ the facred Scriptures, fhines upon us _ 


through ‘thefe veils, it certainly very well deferves' that 
we fhould often turn our eyes towards it, and view it 
with the clofeft attention. ; ie 
Now, the firk thing that paceftatily occurs in ae 
conftitution of happinefs, is''a full and complete deli- 


-verance from every evil, and every grievance; which 


we may”as certainly expect to’ meet ‘with in’ that'hea- 
venly life, as itis impoflible ‘to be attained: while ‘we 


fojourn“here°below.° All tears’ fhall be wiped away | 


from ‘our eyes, and every cafe and occafion of tears 
for ever ‘removed from our fight ; ‘there,’ there‘are no 
tumults; ‘rio wars, no ‘poverty, no ‘death; nor difeafe ; 


_ there; ‘there: is ‘neither mourning nor ‘fear; nor’ fin, 


which isthe fource and fountain ‘of ‘all other-evils: 
there is neither violence within doors, nor without; nor 
any complaint, in the ftreets of that bleffed ‘city ; there, 
‘novfriend goes out, nor enemy conies‘in. 2) Full vi- 


your! ‘of ‘body and. mind, health, beauty, ’ purity,‘ and 


perfeet tranquillity. 3. The moft delightful fociety of 
Angels, Prophets, Apoftles, Martyrs, and’all the faints 5 
among'whom there are no reproaches, contentions, 


controverfies; nor party-fpirit, becaufe there’ are, there, 


none’ of ‘the fources whence they can f{prifig,°nor any 
thing-to ‘encourage their growth; for theré'is, there, 
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particularly,:nd ignorance, no blind felf:love, no vain- 
glory nor envy, whichis quite excluded from thofe di- 
vinewregions ; but, om the contrary; perfe& ‘charity; 
whereby every one, together with his own felicity, en- 
_ joys that of his neighbours, and'is' happy in the one as 


_. well as:the:other: hence there'is among them'a kind 


of infinite refleQion and multiplication ‘of happinefs; 
_likejthat of a {pacious hall adorned with’ gold: and pres _ 
cious {tones, dignified with a full'aflembly of kings and 
_ potentates, arid having: its walls quite covered with the 

brighteft looking glafless)) 4. Butswhat infinitely ex: 

ceeds, and-quite’ ieclipfes all the reft; is thattboundlefs 
ocean: of: happinelfs, which tefults: from the beatific viz 
fion'ofethe ever bleffed Gods: without* which; neither 
thétranquillity they enjoy, nor’ the fociety of faints; nor 
the poffeffion of any particular finite*good;nor indeed) 
of all fuch taken together, can fatisfy the foul, or make! 
it: completely happy: The manner of ‘this’ enjoymént 

we can only expect to underftand, when we enterupon 
the full poffeffion of it; till then; to difpute, and raife: 
many queftions about it, is nothing but vain foolifhy 
talking, and fighting with phantoms of our own brains’. 
~ But the f{choolmen, who confine the whole of this fe- 
licity to bare fpeculation, or, as they callit, an intellec- 
tual a *, ave, in this, as in many other cafes, guilty of 

great prefumption, and their conclufion is built upon 
a very weak foundation. For although contemplation 

be the higheft and nobleft a& of the mind ; yet com- 

plete happinefs neceflarily requires fome prefent good 


* Aus intelleCtualis. 
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| fahedag the, whole, man, the whole foul; and:all i its fa. 
culties. Nor is it-any objection’ to this doétrine, that 


the whole of this felicity is commonly comprehended 


_in-Scripture under the term of vifion; for the mental 


vifion, or contemplation .of the primary and infinite 
good, moft properly fignifies, or, at leaft, includes i init 


the full enjoyment of that good; and the obfervation 


_ of the-Rabbins concerning: Scripture-phrafes, “ That 


words. exprefling the fenfes, include alfo me affe€tions 
naturally arifing from thofe fenfations *,”” is very well 
known. ‘Thus, knowing is often put ne approving and " 
loving ;. and feeing for enjoying and attaining. ‘* Tafte 
and fee that God is’ good,” fays the Pfalmift; and, in 
fact, (itis no {mall pleafure to lovers to dwell together, 
and mutually to enjoy the fight of one’ another. “« No- 


_thing:is »more-agreeable to bere than to live a 


ther: t.” 


joe wines Apidesheiie by all’ means: sbibtndes that 
_ thisbeatific vifion includes in it not only.a diftina and 


intuitive knowledge of God, but, fo to fpeak, {uch a 


khowledge as gives us the enjoymentof that moft per- 


feét:Being, and, in fome fenfe, unites us'to him; for — 
fuch:a‘vifion it muft, of neceflity, be, that converts that 
loye\of the:infinite good, which: blazes: in the fouls of 
the faints, into full poffeffion, that crowns all their 
riches, and fillsthem with an abundant and overflowing © 
fulnefs of joy, that vents itfelf in everlafting pad 
and fongs of 'praife. : 
* Verba fenfus connotant affectus. : 
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And this is the only doétrine, if you were it, and 
I make no doubt but you do: This, I fay, is the only 
doétrine that will tranfport your whole fouls, and raife 
them up on ‘high. Hence you will learn to trample . 
under feet all the turbid and muddy pleafures of the 
flefh, and all the allurements and fplendid trifles of the 


“prefent world. However thofe earthly enjoyments, that 
are {welled up by falfe names, and the ftrengthof ima. 


gination, to a vait fize, may appear grand and. beauti- 


- fal, and ftill greater, and more engaging to thofe that 


are unacquainted with them; how {mall, how inconfi- — 
derable do they all appear to.a foul:that looks for a. 
heavenly country, that expects to fhare the joys of an- 


_ gels, and has its thoughts conftantly employed about 


thefe objects ? ‘To conclude, the more the foul with- 
draws; fo'to fpeak, from the body, andi retires within 


' atfelf, the more it rifes above itfelf, and the more: clofely 
it’ cleaves to God, the more ‘the life it lives;0in ‘this 
earth, ‘refembles that which it will enjoy im heaven, 


and the larger foretaftes ithas of the firft fruits:of that 


bleffed:harveft.'. Afpire, therefore, to. holinefs, young 


gentlemen,© “without which no man» fhall fee’ the 
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ae ry HOUGH, on moft fubjeéts, the opinions of meh 
‘are) various, and often quite oppofite, infomuch 
ia they feem to be more remarkable for the vaft va- 
viety ‘of their fentiments, than that of their faces and 
danguages; there are, however, two. things, wherein 
all mations are agreed, and in which there feems to be 
ai perfec harmony throughout the whole human race § 
thedefire of happinefs, and a fenfe of religion. | The for- 
mer’ no man defires’to fhake off; and ‘though fome, 
poflibly,; would willingly part with the latter, it-is not 
im their power to eradicate it entirely ;' they.cannot ba- 
nifh God altogether out of their’ thoughts; nor. extin- 
guifheevery {park of religion within them. It is-cer-_ 
tainly true, that for the moft part this defire of happi- 
nefs* wanders in darknefs from one obje& to-another, 
without fixing upon any; and the fenfe of religion is 
either fuffered to lie inative, or deviates into fuperfti. 
tion. Yet the great Creator of the world employs 
thefe two, as the materials of a fallen building, to re- 
pair the ruins of the human race, and as handles where- 
by he draws his earthen veflel out of the be ei of 
mifery into which it is fallen. | 
Of the former of thefe, that is, ne we ake al- 
ready fpoken on another occafion: we fhall therefore 
G2 
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now; with divine affiftance; “employ:fome®: part of our + 
time in confidering that: fenfe of; neko thats: natu 
rally: impreffed upon the mind of man. bisi How. 
Nor will our labour, I imagine, be Jsaphofitaby em- 
ployed: in colleGting together thefe few general ptinci- _ 
; ples, i in which fo many, and fo very diffimilar. forms of 
religion, and fentiments, extremely. different, harmoni- 
oufly agree: for as every {cience, moft properly, begins 
with univerfal propofitions, and: things more generally 
known ; ‘fo in the prefent cafe, befides the other advan- 
tages, it will be no {mall fupport toa weak and waver- 
ing mind, that, amidftvall the difputes and: contentions 
' fubfifting between the various fects and: parties: in) reli- 
» gion, the great and ‘neceffary articles, at ‘leaft, of ‘our 
faith are eftablifhed, in fome particulars, by the general 
confent of mankind, and, in all the reft, bys that of. the . 
whole chriftian worlds 3 | nt isaless 
TI). would therefore wih earneftly. with, cals; “your 
- minds, rooted andeftablifhed in the faith *;: werefirm- 
ly united in this:delightful bond of religiody which, like 
a golden chain, ‘will/be no burden, but an/ornament ; 
not ayoke of flavery, but a badge of true naitnipapwes 
liberty»: I would, by no means, have you 'to:be: Chrif- 
. tians, upon the authority of mere tradition, or educa- 
tion, and the example and precepts of parents/and:miaf- 
ters, but from a full conviction of your own under- 
ftandings, and a fervent difpofition of the will: and af- 
_ fe€tions proceeding therefrom‘ for piecty®is'the fole 
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and only good among mankind *,”’ and you can expe - 
none of the fruits of religion, unlefs:the root of it be 
well laid, and firmly eftablifhed by faith 5 \** for all the 
virtuesare the daughtersof faith 1”? fays Clem. Alexand. 
Lucretius, with very ill-advifed praifes, “extols’ his 
favourite Grecian philofopher as one fallen down from 
- heaven to be the deliverer of mankind, and:difpel their 
« diftrefling terrors and fears, becaufe he fancied he:had 
: found out.an effectual method to banifh.all religion en- 
-ntirely outcof the minds of men.: And, to fay thetruth, 
-.im-no vage-hasy there been wanting brutifhy fouls, too 
» much ‘enflaved:to their corporeal fenfes; that:would 
with thefe.opinions to be true ; yet, after: all, there are 
suvery few.of them, who are ableto: perfuade themfelves 
_\cof the-truth . of: thefe -vicious principles, which; with © 
orgreat impudence, and importunity, they commonly in- 
culcate upon others: they belch out, with fullanouth, 
~utheirfoolith dreams, often im direét oppofition:to con- 
-pfciencey and ‘knowledges; and, what they unhappily © 
ewould! wifh:to be true, they can fearcely; if at all,:be- 
. » jlieve::themfelves... You are a¢quainted:with Horace’s 
»wrecantation; wherein he tells us, “That he -had been 
| Tiddbe: bigoted tothe mad tenets of the Epicuream: philo- 
fophy; but found himfelf at laft obliged: to alter. his 
cceaaciein and aon all he had afferted. before tdi 
sobre WO)» j 10 
ae O* Ev yep ® povoy tv avOpwaross ayabov 4 euot Pesce Ting 
alo} te Maeay yap apenas mrissws Buyarepese: 
$ Parcus Deorum cultor, et infrequens 
Infanientis dum fapientiz, > waged 
Confultus erro, Kc, Od. xxxv. lib. 1. 
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Some fouls lofe: the whole exercife \ofitheir reafon; 
becaufe they inform bodies,: that -labour-undér the:des 
fe&t of temperament or proper organs ;. yet you conti- 
nue to give the old definition of man, and call him \@ 
rational creature ; and fhould any one think proper to 
call him a religious creature, he would, to be fure, have 
as much reafon on his fide, and needed not fear his opi~ 
nion would be rejected, becaufe of a few madmen, who 


‘laugh at religion. Nor is it improbable, as fome of the 


ancients have afferted, that thofe few among the Greeks, 
who were called Atheifts, had not that epithet becaufe 
they\abfolutely denied the being of God, but only be- 
caufe they rejected, and juftly laughed at the fictitious 
and ridiculous:deities of the nations. ne ahEg te 

Ofall the inftitutions and» cuftoms steal yd: among 
men,.wermeet with nothing more folemn and general 


 thanothatiof religion, and facred rites performed tothe 
_- honour .ofsfome deity ; which isa very {trong argu= 


ment, that:that perfuafion, in preference to any other, 
is written; nay rather engraven, in ftrong and indelible 
characters upon the miiad of man. Thisis, as:it were,’ 
the name of the great Creator ftamped upon>the no- 
bleft of all) his vifible works, that thus: man may’ ac- 
knowledge himfelf to be his;’and (concluding, from 


_the infeription he finds impreffed upon his mind, that) 


what belongs to God ought, in. {trict juftice, to berres 
ftored to him) be wholly reunited to his firftprinci-. 


ple, that immenfe ocean of goodnefs whence ihe took» 
his rife *. o'The-diftemper that ne kaon ‘heels 
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is; indeed, : grievous and ‘epidemical: it confifts in a 
mean/and ‘degenerate love tothe body and corporeal 
things ;and, in confequence of this, a ftupid and bru- 
tifh forgetfulnefs of God, though he can never be en- 


- tirely blotted out of the mind. This forgetfulnefs a 


few, and but very few, alarmed, and awakened by the 
divine rod, early fhake of ;- and even in the moft ftupid, 
and fuch as are buried im the deepeft fleep, the original 
impreffion fometimes difcovers itfelf, when they areun- 
_ der the preffure of fome grievous calamity, or:on the 
approach of danger, and ‘efpecially: upona near pro- 
{pec of death : then'the thoughts of God, that had lain 
hid, and been long fuppreffed, forced out by the weight 
- of pain, and the impreffions of fear, come ‘to be re- 
membered, and the whole foul being; as it were, roufed 
 outofits long and deep fleep; men begin to look about 
them, enquire what the'matter is, and: ferioufly:reflec 
whence they came, and whither they are:going.: Then 
the:'truth: comes ‘naturally from theirishearts. .The 
ftormy fea alarmed even prophane failors fo much, that 
. they awaked ‘the fleeping prophet; ‘| Awake, fay hey 
thou-fleeper, and:call upon thy God.’’»:: ji 
_.oBut however weak and: imperfect hil citi or 
innate, knowledge of God: may be, it difcovers itfelf 
‘every. where fo far, at leaft, that you can meet with no 
man; 6r-fociety of men, that, by fome form of worfhip 
orceremonies, do not acknowledge a Deity, and, ac- 
cording ‘to their capacity, and the cuftom.of their coun- 
thy, payvhitm homage. It is true, fome late travellers 
have reported, that, in that part of the new world 
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_ called Brazil, there are fome tribes of the natives, a- 
_ mong whom you can difcover no fymptoms, that they 
have the leaft fenfe of a Deity: but, befides that the 
- truth of this report is very far from being well afcer- 
tained, and that the obfervation might have been too 
precipitately made by new comers, who had not made 
fufficient enquiry: even fuppofing it to be true, it is 
not of fuch confequence, when oppofed to all the reft 
of the world, and the univerfal agreement of all nations 
and. ages upon this fubject, that the leaft regard fhould 
be paid to it. Nor muft we imagine that it, at all, 
leffens the weight of this great argument, which has 
been generally, and moft juftly urged, both by ancients. 
and moderns, to eftablifh the firft and common foun- 
dations of religion. , 

» Now, whoever accurately confiders this univerfal 

fenfe of religion, of which we have been fpeaking, will .. 
find that it comprehends in it thefe particulars: 1. That 
there isa God. 2. That he is to be worfhipped. 3. 
_ Which is a confequence of the former, that he regards 

‘the affairsof men. 4. That he has given them a law, 
enforced by rewards and punifhments; and that the 
diftribution of thefe is, in a very great meafure, referv- 
ed to a life different from that we live in this earth, i is 
the firm belief, if not of all, at leaft, of the generality of 
mankind. And though our prefent purpofe does not 
require, that we fhould confirm the truth of all thefe 
points with thofe ftrong arguments that might be urged 
in their favour; but rather, that we fhould take them 
for granted; as being fufficiently eftablifhed by the 
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eomimon’confent of mankind 2 we thall, however, fub- 
join’ afew thoughts on’ each of ' them, a with 
= preat brevity and pérfpicuity as we can, 

SLSTHAT THERE Is A God, © And here I cannot 
sem fearing, that when we endeavour to confirm this 
leading truth, with regard to’the firft, and ‘uncreated 

. Being, by a long and laboured feries of | ‘arguments; we 
may feem, inftead ofa fervice,: to’ do'a'kind of injury — 

t0'God and man both.» For’ why” fhould: we ufe’ the 
pitiful light’of a candle to difcover the ‘fun, and eagerly 
go*about to‘prove the’ being ‘of him, who gave being 
to'every' thing” élfe, who alone’ exifts neceflarily, nay, 
we may boldly fay, who alone: exifts'; 5 feeing® allother 
things wereby him ‘extraGted’ ‘out of’ ‘nothing; ‘and, 
when compared with him, = are nothing; and’ even: 
lefs than nothing; and’ vanity? And'would not any 

_ may think ‘himfelf infulted, ‘thould’it be fufpeéted, that 
he ‘doubted’ of the: ‘being ‘of | ‘itn, ‘without whom he 
-could-néither “doubt, “nor think, ‘nor be at all ? This 
-perfuafion, without doubt, is‘ “innate; cand: ftrongly i im- 

-~préfied tibon the mind of man, if any ‘thing at all can 
be‘faid ‘to be'fo*.” Nor’ does Jamblicus’ fcruple to fay, 
« That" to know God is our very being t :”” and in.a- . 

nother*plaeé, “That it is the very being of the foul to 
know God; Gn’ whom it depends {.”’ Nor would he 

wk attifs,’ ‘who, i in this, fhould: efpoufe the Ss of 
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Plato ; for to know this, is nothing ‘more than to call-to | 
remembrance what was formerly impreffed upon the 
mind; and when one forgets it, which, alas ! is too 
much the cafe of us all, he has as many remembrancers, 
fo to fpeak, within him, as he has members; and as 
many without him, as the individuals of the vaft variety 
of creatures to be feen around him. Let, therefore, - 
the indolent foul, that has almoft forgot God, be rouf- 
ed up, and every now and then fay to itfelf, & Behold 
this beautiful ftlarry heaven, &c.” ; . 

- But becaufe we have too many of that Ge of ible, 
iad fay in their heart, ‘© There is no God,”’. and if we 
are not to anfwer a fool, fo as to be like unto him;- 
yet we are, by all means, to anfwer him according to 
his folly, left he be wife in his own conceit ; again, be- 
caufe a criminal forgetfulnefs of this leading truth is 
the fole fource of all the wickednefs in the world ; and 
finally, becaufe it may. not be quite unprofitable, nor 
unpledafant, even to the beft of men, fometimes to re-" 
colle& their thoughts on this fubje€t ; but, on the con- 
trary, a very pleafant exercife to every well difpofed 
mind, to reflect upon what a folid and unfhaken foun- 
dation the whole fabric of religion is built, and to 
think and {peak of the eternal fountain of goodnefs, 
* “and of all other beings, and confequently of his necef- 
fary exiftence ; we reckon it will not be amifs to give a 
few thoughts upon it. Therefore, not to infift upon 
~ feveral arguments, which are urged with great advan. 
. tage on this fubjeét, we fhall only produce one or two, 

and fhall reafon thus. es 
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‘tis by -all means neceffary, that there fhiould be 
fome eternal being, otherwife nothing could ever have 
been 3’ fince it muft be a moft thocking contradiétion to 
- fay; that any thing could have produced itfelf out of 
nothing. But if we fay, that any thing exifted from 
eternity, itis moft agreeable to reafon, that that fhould 
be an eternal mind, or thinking being, that fo’ the no- 
bleft property may be afcribed to the moft ‘exalted 
being. Nay, that eternal being mutt, of abfolute ne- 
ceffity, excel in wifdom and power, and, indeed; ‘in: 
every other perfeétion ; fince it mutt itfelf be uncreat- 
ed, and the caufe and origin of all the creatures, other: 
wife fome difficulty will remain -concerning » their: 
_ prodution: and thus all the parts of the univerfe, 
taken fingly, ected aicuoeanian in. sain of ‘their — 

Creator. | ey: 
‘The beautiful order of the vet and the mutual ‘ 
_ relation that fubfifts between all its’ parts, prefent us 
_ with another ftrong and convincing ‘argument. ‘This 
order is itfelf an effe&t, and, indeed, a wonderful one§ 
and it is alfo evidently diftin& from the things them-. 
felves,: ‘taken fingly; therefore it muft proceed from 
fome caufe, and a caufe endowed with fuperior wif 
dom; for it would be the greateft folly, as well as ims 
ptidence, to fay it could be owing to mere chance, 
Now, it could’not proceed from man, nor could it be 
- owing to any concert or mutual. agreement between . 
the things themfelves, feparately confidered ; feeing 
the greateft part of them are evidently incapable of 


confultation and concett: it muft’ therefore proceed 
H 2 
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from ote fuperior being, and that being is God, “‘ who 
commanded the ftars to move by ftated laws, the fruits 
of the earth to be. produced at different feafons, the 
changeable moon to fhine with borrowed. light, and 
the fun with his own*,”? . : 4 
He is the monarch * the univerfe, and the an ab- 
folute monarch in nature: for who elfe afligned to 
every rank of creatures its. particular form and ufes, fo. 
that the ftars, fubjeted to no human authority or laws, 
Should be placed on high, and ferve to bring: about to 
the earth, and the inhabitants thereof, the regular re- 
turns of day and night, and diftinguith the feafons. of 
the year. Let us take, in particular, any one fpecies 
of fublunary things, for inftance man, the nobleft of all, _ 
and fee how he came by the form wherewith he is 
vefted, that frame.or conftitution of body, that vigour 
of mind, and that, precife rank in the nature-of things, 
which he now obtains; and no other. -He muft, cer- 
tainly, either have:‘made »choice of thefe things. for 
himfelf, or muft; have. had them afligned him by ano- 
ther; whom we muft confider as the principal actor, : 
and fole architect of the whole fabric. That he made 
choice of them for himfelf, nobody will imagine; for, 
either he made this choice before he had any exiftence 
of his own, or after he began to be: but it is not eafy 
to fay which of thefe soars is moft abfurd. v 


ca 





. Qui lege moveri 

Sidera, qui fruges diverfo tempore nafci, « - 
Qui variam Pheeben alieno jufferit igne 
Compleri, folemq ;, fuo. 7 


LECT. Vi. OF THE BEING OF GOD. ; ve 
remains, therefore, that he muft be indebted, for all he © 
enjoys, to the mere good pleafure of his great and all- 
wife Creator, who framed his earthly body in fuch a 
wonderful and furprifing manner, animated him with 
his own breath, and thus introduced him into this great | 
palace of his, which we now behold; where bis mani- 
fold wifdom, mott properly fo called, difplays itfelf fo 
- glorioufly in the whole machine, and in every one of 
its wonderfully variegated parts. 
The firft argument, taken from the very Being: of 
-. things, may be farther illuftrated by the fame inftance’ 
of man. For unlefs the firft man was created, we 
mutt fuppofe an infinite feries of generations from eter-_ 
nity, and fo the human race muf{t be fuppofed inde- 
pendent, and to owe its being to itfelf; but by this 
hypothefis mankind came into the world by generation, 
therefore every individual of the race owes its being 
to another ; confequently the whole race is from itfelf, 
and at the fame time from another, which is abfurd. 
Therefore the hypothefis implies a plain and evident 
contradiction;. ** O! immenfe wifdom, that produced 
‘the world! Let us for ever admire the riches and {kill 
of thy right-hand * ;”’ often viewing with attention thy . 
wonders, and, while we view them, frequently crying 
out with the divine Plalmift, «* O! Lord, how mani- 
fold are thy works, in wifdom haft thou made them 
all; the earth is full of thy richest!” From everlaft- 
* O! immenfa, opifex rerum, fapientia ! dextrae 


Divitias artemq; tue miremur in evum. 
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ing to everlafting thou art God, and befides thee there | 
isno other*.” And with Hermes, “¢ The Father ‘of. 


all, being -himfelf underftanding, life and brightnefs, 
created man like himfelf, and cherithed him as his own 
fon, "Thou Creator of univerfal nature, who haft ex- 
tended the ‘earth, who poifeft the heavens, and com- 
mandeft the waters to flow from all the parts of the 


4 


fea, we praife thee, ‘who art the one exalted God, for 


by thy will all things are perfeéted +.” ‘The fame au- 
thor afferts,that God was prior to humid nature. 
-In'vain would any one endeavour to evade the force 
of our argument, by fubftituting nature in the place of 
God, as the:principle and caufe of this beautiful order: 
for either, by nature, he underftands the particular 
frame and compofition of every fingle thing, which 
would be faying nothing at all to the purpofe in hand ; 


sS 


becaufe it is evident, that this manifold nature, which — 


in moft inftances is quite void of reafon, could never be 
the caufe of that beautiful order and harmony which 
is every where confpicuous throughout the whole fy- 
item: Ory he means:an univerfal and intelligent nature, 
difpofing and ordering every thing to advantage. But 
this is only another name for God; of whom it may 
be faid, in a facred fenfe, that he, as an infinite nature 
and _ pervades and fills all bis works. Not asan 
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informing’ form, according. to the expreflion of the 
fchools, and as the part of a compounded whole, 
mo which is the idleft fiction that can be imagined ;. for, 
at this rate, he mutt not only be a part of the vileft ine 
feats, but alfo of ftocks and ftones, and clods of earth; 
but a pure, unmixed nature, which orders and governs 
all things with the greateft freedom and wifdom, and 
fupports them with unwearied and almighty power. 
In this acceptation, when you name nature, you mean 
God. Seneca’s words are very appofite to this pur- 
pofe. .‘ Whitherfoever you turn yourfelf, you fee 
God meeting you, nothing excludes his prefence, he - 
fills all his works: therefore it is in vain for thee, moft 
ungrateful of all ‘men, to fay, thou art not indebted to. 
God, but to nattire, becaufe they are, in fact, the fame. 
If thou hadft. received any thing from Seneca, and 
fhould fay, thou’ owed’ft it to Annzus or Lucius, ~ 
thou would’ft not ‘thereby change thy creditor, but 
“only ‘his name; becaufe, whether thou mentions his 
name or firname, his perfon-is {till the fame *.’? 
_ Anvevident and moit natural confequence of this 
univerfal and neceflary idea of a God, is his unity; all - 
that mention the term God, intend to convey by it the 


* Quocunq ; te flexeris, ibi Deum vides occurrentem tibi, nihil 
ab illo vacat ; opus fuum ipfe implet : ergo nihil agis, ingratiflime 
mortalium, qui te negas Deo. debere, fed nature, quia eidem eft 
utrumg ; ‘officium, Si quid a Sencea accepifles, et Annzo te di- 
ceres dbete vel Lucio, non creditorem mutares, fed nomen, quoniam 
five nomen ejus dicas, five prenomen, five cognomen, idem* tamen 
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idea of the firft moft exalted, necefflary exiftent, and 
infinitely perfect being: and it is plain, there can be 


but one being endued with all thefe perfe@tions. Nay, , 


even the polytheifm, that prevailed among the heathen. 
nations, was not carried fo far, but that they acknow- 
_ ledged one God, by way of eminence, as fupreme, and 
-abfolutely above all the reft, whom they ftiled the 
greateft and beft of Beings, and the Father of gods 
and men. From him all'the reft had their being, and 
all that they were, and from him alfo they had the title 
of gods, but ftill in'a limited and fubordinate fenfe. 
‘In confirmation of this, we meet with very many of 
the cleareft. teftimonies, with regard to the unity of 
God, in the works of all the heathen authors. That 
of Sophocles is very remarkable: ‘‘ There is indeed, 


fays he, one God; and but one, who has made the 


heavens, and the wide extended earth, the blue furges 
of the fea, and the ftrength of the winds *.” | 
As to the myftery of the facred Trinity, which has 


a near and neceflary connection with the prefent fub- 


je@, I always thought it was to be received and adored 
with the moft humble faith, but by no means to be 
curioufly fearched into, or perplexed with the abfurd 


queftions of the fchoolmen. We fell by an arrogant 


‘ambition after knowledge, by mere faith we rife again, 
and are reinftated; and this myftery, indeed, rather 
than any other, feems to be a tree of knowledge, pro- 
* Els rais a’ Anberaiowy, eis ésiv 20s, 
Os Spavov r trevée x, yainy pwaxpev 
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hib ited to us while we fojourn in hele patel bodies, . 
This moft profound myftery, though obfcurely repre- 
fented by the thadows of the Old Teftament; rather 
i, than clearly. revealed, was not unknown to the moft 
antient and celebrated doétors among the | Jews, nor 
7 altogether unattefted, however obftinately later authors 
may maintain the contrary. Nay,, learned men have 
obferved, that the Father, Son, and. Holy Ghoft, are 
-exprefsly acknowledged in the books of the Cabalitts, e 
and they produce furprifing things to this purpofe out 
of the book Zohar, which is afcribed to R. Simeon, 
Ben. Joch, and fome other Cabaliftical writers. Nay 
the book, juft now mentioned, after faying a great deal 
concerning the Three in one effence, adds, “ That 
this fecret will not be revealed to all till the coming of | 
the Meffias*,”? I infift not upon what is faid of the 
name confifting of twelve letters, and another larger 
one of forty-two, as containing a fuller explication of 
that moft facred name, which they called ) Hapmephe- 
wath t.? ree 
Nor is it oe wae that ae dawn, at leaft, of 
this myftery had reached even the heathen ‘philofo- 
phers. There are fome who think they can prove, by 
arguments of no inconfiderable weight, that Anaxago- * 
~ ras, by his > or mind, meant nothing but the fon, or 
wifdom that made the world: but the teftimonies are 
clearer, which rt find fr equently among the Platonic 


* Hoc arcanum non * revelabitur unieuigae, quoufq ; venerit, 


Meflias. ‘ een 
‘+ Maim. Mor. Nev. Aes i: a 16. 
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philofophers, concerning the Three Subfiping from 
one * ; moreover, they all call the /elf-exi/tent Being, 
the creating word, or the mind and the foul of the 


qworldt. But the words of the Agyptian Hermes are 


1 


very furprifing: ‘* The mind, which is God, together 
with his word, produced another Creating-mind ; nor 
do they differ from one another, for their union is 
lifes .2 - 

But what we now infift upon is, the plain and evi- 
dent neceflity.of one fupreme, and therefore of one 
only principle of all things, and the harmonious agree- 
ment of mankind in the belief of the abfolute neceflity | 
of this fame principle. w 

This is the God, whom we admire, whom we wor- 
fhip, whom we entirely love, or, at leaft, whom we 


defire to love above all things, whom we can neither 


exprefs in words, nor conceive in our thoughts ; and 


the lefs we are capable of thefe things, fo much the 


more neceflary it is to adore him with the profoundeft 
humility, and love him with the oeeatetiy intention and 
fervour. 


* Tepi rpsaiv & Evos Stocavrwv. 
+ TO QUTO, ov Tov Onprepyov Aoyory feu VEY, % Thy Te KOT We Wun. 
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LECTURE VIL 


o the Worse of Gop, ProviDENCE, and the 
‘ Law given to Man. 


agai I thought it by no means proper to pro- 
3 ceed without taking notice of the arguments, that. 
_ferved to confirm the firft and leading truth of religion, 
and the general confent of mankind with regard to it 5 
yet the end, I chiefly propofed to myfelf, was to exa- 
mine this confent, and point out its force, and the ufe 
to which it ought to be applied ; to call off your minds 
from the numberlefs difputes about religion, to. the 
contemplation of this univerfal agreement, as into a 
more quiet and peaceable country, and to fhew you, 
what I wifh I could effe€tually convince you of, that | 
there is more weight aftd force in this univerfal har- 
mony and confent of mankind in a few of the great 
and univerfal principles, to confirm our minds in the 
fum and fubftance of religion, than the innumerable 
- difputes, that ftill fubfift with regard to the other points, ' 
ought to have to difcourage us in the exercife of true 
piety, or, in the leaft, to weaken our faith. 

In confequence of this it will be proper to lay be- 
fore you the other propofitions contained in this general 
confent of mankind, with regard to religion. Now, 
the firft of thefe being, “‘ That there is one, and but — 

12 
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one etefnal principle of all things ;” from this it will 
moft naturally follow, ‘ that this principle or deity is 

to be honoured with fome worfhip ;”” and from thefe 

two taken together, it muft be, with the fame neceffity, 

‘concluded, ‘¢ that there is a providence, or, that God 


doth not defpife or neglea the world, which he has 
created, and mankind, by whom he ought to be, and 


actually i is worfhipped, but governs them with the moft 


watchful and perfe@ wifdom.”” oe. 

All mankind acknowledge, that fome kind of wor- 
fhip is due to God, and to perform it is by all means 
‘worthy of man: and upon the minds of all is ftrongly 
impreffed that fentiment which La@antius expreffed, 


with ereat perfpicuity and brevity, in thefe words, “ to. 


know God:is wifdom, and to worthip him juftice *.”? 

In this worfhip fome things are natural, and there- 
fore of more general ufe among all nations, fuch as 
vows and’ prayers, hymiis and praifes; as alfo fome 
bodily geftures, efpecially fuch as feem moft proper to 
. exprefs reverence and refpe€t. All ‘the reft, for the 
moft part atually confift of ceremonies, either of di- 
- vine inftitution or haman invention. Of this fort are 
facrifices, the ufe whereof, in old times, very much 
prevailed i in all nations, and ftill continues in the greater 
_ part of the world. 


A majefty fo exalted, no doube, deferves the higheft 


honour, and the fubliinett praifes on his own account 5 


but {till if men were not perfuaded that the 'teftimonies 
_ of homage and refpeet, they offer to God, were known 


* Deum noffe, fapieitia ; ‘colere, jultitia. 
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Oo! fees him, and -necepted ok him, even on this: account all 
human piety would cool, and prefently difappear ; and, 
indeed, prayers and vows, whereby we implore the di- . 
vine afliftance, and folicit bleffings from above, offered 
to a God, who neither. hears, nor, in the leaft, regards 
them, would’be an inftance of the greateft folly ;. nor 
is it to be imagined, that all nations would ever have 
agreed in the extravagant | cuftom of addrefling them- 
felves to gods that did not hear. aR 
- Suppofing, therefore, any religion, or divine worthip, 
_ it immediately follows therefrom, that there is alfo a 3 
Providence. This was acknowledged of old, and is ftill 
acknowledged by the generality of all nations, through- 
out the world, and the moft famous philofophers. 
‘There were, indeed, particular men, and fome whole 
feéts, that denied it: others, who acknowledged a kind: 
of Providence, confined it to the heavens, among whom 
was Ariftotle, as appears from his book de Mundo; 
which notion is jultly flighted by Nazianzen, who calls 
- jta mere limited Providence *. Others allowed it fome 
place in things of this world, but only extended it to 
generals, in oppofition to individuals; but others, with 
the greateft juitice, acknowledged that all things, even 
the moft minute and inconfiderable, were the ‘objects 
of it. |“ He fills his own ‘work, nor is he only over it, 
but alfo in it ¢.”’ Moreover, if we 'afcribe to God the - 
origin of this fabric, and all things in it, it will be moft 
_ abfurd and inconfiftent to deny him the prefervation 


al Mixeoroyoy mpebyotceye . 
+ Opus fuum ipfe implet, nec folum preelt, fed ineft. 
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and government of it; for if he does not preferve and 
govern his creatures, it mutt be either becaufe he can- — 
not, or becaufe he will not 5 ; but his infinite power and 
wifdom make it impoflible to doubt of the former, and 
his infinite goodnefs of the latter! The words of Epic- 
_tetus are admirable: “ There were five great men, 
faid he, of which number were Ulyfles and Socrates, 
who faid that they could not fo much as move without. . 
the knowledge of God * ;” and in another place, “ If 
I was a nightingale, I would at the part of a nightin- 
gale; if a fwan, that of afwan; now that I am a rea- 
fonable creature, it is my duty to praife God t.” 

It would be needlefs to thew, that fo great a fabric 
could not ftand without fome being properly qualified 
to watch over it; that the unerring courfe of the ftars 
is not the effect of blind fortune; that what chance 
fets on foot is often put out of order, and foon falls to 

pieces; that, therefore, this unerring and regular velo- 

city is owing to the influence of a fixed eternal law. 

It is, to be fure, a very great miracle, merely to know 
fo great a multitude, and fuch a vaft variety of things, 
‘not only particular towns, but alfo provinces and king. 

doms, even the whole earth, all the myriads of crea- 
tures that crawl upon the earth, and all their thoughts ; 

in a word, at the fame inftant to hear and fee all that 
happens } t on both bresiphetes of this globe; how 


* Thewwlo ds ay hy % oducatus, ¢ Lwxpares, of aechine ort ade 
oeansw xiveuev@- Arrian. lib. 1. cap. 12. Meps Sievers ‘&e. 
ft CE wey aenday nev, tmoley ra Ths amdu@-, eh ninvG- Te Te nUve. 
yoy Oe AoyixG@s elas oyvew pe de Tov Ozoyv. Ibid. cap. 16. 
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much more wonderful mutt it bar to rule and’ govern 
all thefe at once, and, as it were, with one glance of 
. the eye. . ‘When we confider this, may we not cry out 
_ with the poet, “ O thou great Creator of heaven and _ 
earth, who governeft the world with conftant and un- 
erring {way, who biddeft time to flow throughout ages, 
and continuing unmoved thyfelf, giveft motion to ies 
thing elfe, &c. *” 

Tt is alfo a great comfort to have the faith of this Pro- 
vidence con{tantly impreffed upon the mind, fo as to 
have recourfe to it in the midft of all confufions, whe- 
ther public or private, and all calamities from without: 
or from within ; to be able to fay, the great King, who 
is alfo my father, is the fupreme ruler of all thefe things, 
and with him all my interefts are fecure ; to ftand frm, 
with Mofes, when no relief appears, and to look for 
the falvation of God + from on high, and, finally, in 
every diftrefs, when all hope of human affiftance is 
fwallowed up in defpair, to have the remarkable faying 
of the Father of the faithful ftamped upon the mind, 
and to filence all fears with thefe comfortable words, 
«¢ God will provide.”’ In a word, there is nothing that 
can fo effe€tually conform the heart of man, and his 
inmoft thoughts, and confequently the whole tenor of 
his life, to the moft perfect rule of religion and piety, 


.* O! qui perpetua mundum ratione gubernas 
~ ‘Terrarum cceliq; fator, qui tempus ab evo, 
Tre jubes ; ftabilifq; manens das ciinéta moveri, &c. 
Boeth. de Can. Philofoph. lib. iil. metr. 9. 
+ Vere Stov amo wexcrise 
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than, oS belief, and frequent. meditation on this di- 


vine ‘Providence, that fuperintends and governs the 
world. . He, who i is firmly perfuaded, that an exalted 
God. of infinite wifdom. and purity is conftantly prefent 
with him,, and fees all that he thinks or acts, will, to be 
fure, have no occafion to over-awe his mind with the 
imaginary prefence of a Lalius or a Cato. Jofephus 
afligns this as the fource or root of Abel’s purity : 
** In all his actions, fays he, he confidered that God 
was prefent with him, and therefore made virtue his 
—conftant fludy *.”. mee 
Moreover, the heathen nations acknowledge sn 
faperintendence ‘of diyine Providence over human af- 
fairs in this very refpect, and that it is exercifed in ob- 
ferving the morals of mankind, and diftributing re- 
wards and punifhments. But this fuppofes fome law 
or rule, either revealed from heaven, or ftamped upon 
the hearts of men, to be the meafure and teft of moral 
good and evil, that is, virtue and vice. Man, there- 
fore, is not a lawlefs creature t, but capable of a law, 


and actually born under one, which he himfelf is ‘alfo 
ready to own. ‘* Weare born ina kingdom, fays the 


Rabbinical philofopher, and to obey God is liberty *.” 
But this doctrine, however perfpicuous and clear in it- 
{elf, feems to be a little obfcured by one cloud, that is, 
the extraordinary fuccefs which bad men often meet 


* Tao rors tah Gule rparlopévors Topewat voy Sey opus Cour, HeETHS 
mpovoeiros Antiq. lib. i. cap. 3. 
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with, and the misfortunes and calamities to which vir- 
tue is frequently expofed. The faying of. Brutus, 
** O! wretched virtue, thou art regarded as nothing, 


-&c. * is well’ known ; as are alfo thofe elegant verfes 


of the poet, containing a lively picture of the perplexity 
of a mind wavering, ‘and at a lofs upon this fubjeG : 
e My mind, fays he, has often been perplexed with dif- 
ficulties and doubts, whether the Gods regard the af- 
fairs of this earth, or whether there was no Providence. 
at all, &c.—for when I confidered* the order and dif- 
pofition of the world, and the boundaries fet to the fea 
—I thence. concluded, that all things were fecured by 
the: providence of God, &c.—But when I faw the af- 
fairs of men involved in fo much darknefs and confu- 
fion, &c. ft’ 

But not to infift upon a error many other confidera- 
tions, which even the philofophy of the heathens fug- 
gefted, in vindication of the do€trine of Providence ; 
there is one confideration of great weight to be fet in 
oppofition to the whole of this prejudice, viz. that it is 
an evidence of a rath and forward mind, to pafs fen- 


Ww Anca a pern ws adiv, KC. 

+ Sepe mihi dubiam traxit fententia mentem 
Curarent fuperi terras, &c. 
Nam cum difpofiti quefiffem foedera mundi 
Prefcriptofq; miris fines— — 

—hinc omnia rebar 

Confilia firmata Dei, &c. 

Sed cum res hominum tanta caligene volvi 
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tence upon things that are not yet perfect and brought 
to a final conclufion, which even the Roman ftoic, and 
the philofopher of Cheronea infift upon, at large, on 
this fubject. If we will judge from events, let us put 
off the caufe, and delay fentence, till the whole feries . 
‘of thefe events come before us; and let us not pafs 
fentence upon a fuccefsful tyrant, while he is triumph-. 
ant before our eyes, and while we are quite ignorant of 
‘the fate that may be awaiting himéelf or his fon, or at 
leaft his more remote pofterity. The ways of divine. 
juttice are. wonderful. “ Punifhment {talks filently, 
and with a flow pace ;. it will, however, at laft over- 
take the wicked *.”? But, after all, if we expect ano- 
ther fcene of things to. be exhibited; not here, butin 
the world to come, the whole difpute, concerning the 
events.of: this fhort and precarious life, immediately 
difappears, and comes to nothing. And to conclude, 
the confent.of wife men, ftates, and nations on this fub-" 
ject, though it is Not quite unanimous and univerfal, 1s 
_-very great, and ought to have the greateft weight... 

_ But all thefe:maxims, we have mentioned, are more 
clearly taught, and more firmly believed in the Chriftian 
religion, which is of undoubted truth: it has alfo fome: 
doétrines peculiar to itfelf +, annexed to the former, 
and moft clofely conneéted with them, in which the 
‘whole Chriftian world, though by far too much divided. 
with regard to other difputed articles, are unanimoufly. 
agreed, and firmly united together ; but of this here- 

after. 
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“LECTURE, IK, 
“of the Pleafur and ees of RELIGION. : 3 


<5 Hogan vi the iAueN6H of the falleiving suirage eh was 
a great proficient in the mad philofophy ‘of Epi- 
curus, yet he had truth f{trongly on his fide, when he’ 
faid, “* That nothing was more pleafant than’ to be fta-’ 
tioned on the lofty temples, well defended and fecured | 
by the pure and apres om tpplenie of the wife das > 
fophers *.? | _ BBS 
Now, can any abaitti¢ be selaginea more wife, more’ 
pure and peaceable, and more facred, ‘than that which’ 
flowed from’ the moft perfect fountain of wifdom and’ 
purity, which was fent down from heaven to earth, that 
it might guide all its followers to that happy’ place’ 
whence it took its rife? It is, to be fure, the wifdom of - 
mankind to know God, and their indifpenfible duty to 
worfhip him : without, this, men of the’brighteft parts, 


_and greateft learning, feem to be born with excellent 


- talents, only to make themfelves miferable ;and, ac- 


_cording to the expreffion of the wileft of kings, *¢ He 
that increafeth knowledge, increafeth-forrow ¢.” We 


mutt, therefore, firft of all} confider this as a fure and 
fettled point, that religion is the fole foundation of hu- 


* 
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man peace and felicity. This even the prophane {cof- . 
fers at religion are, in fome fort, obliged to own, though ' 
much againft their will, even while they are pointing 
their wit againtt it; for nothing is more common to 
be heard from them, than that the whole doérine of 
religion was invented by fome wife men, to encourage 
the practice of juftice and virtue through the world. 
Surely then religion, whatever elfe may be faid of it, 
muft be a matter of the higheft value, fince it is found 
neceflary to fecure advantages of fo very great impor- 
tance; but, in the mean time, how unhappy is the cafe 
of integrity and ‘virtue; if what they want to fupport — 
them is merely fititious, and they cannot keep their 
eround but by means of a monftrous forgery? But far 
be it from us to entertain fuch an abfurdity ! for the 
firft rule of righteoufnefs cannot be otherwife than 
right, nor is there any thing more nearly allied, nor 
more friendly to virtue than truth. 

But religion is not only highly conducive to all the 
great advantages of human life, but is alfo, at the fame, » 
time, moft pleafant and delightful. Nay, if it is fo ufe- 
ful, and abfolutely neceffary to the interefts of virtue, it 
mutt, for this very reafon, be alfo pleafant, unlefs one 
will call in queftion a maxim univerfally approved by 
all wife men, ‘ That life cannot be agreeable without 
virtue * :’”? a maxim of fuch irrefragable and undoubt. 


_ ed truth, that it was adopted even by Epicurus himfelf. 


How great, therefore, muft have been the madnefs 


_ of that noted Grecian philofopher, who, while he open- 
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ly maintained the dignity and pleafantnefs of.virtue;at 


i= 


the fame time employed the whole force of his under-_ 


flanding, to ruin and fap its foundations ?. For that this 
was his fixed purpole, Lucretius not. only owns, but 
alfo boafts of it, and loads him with ill-advifed. praifes, 
for endeavouring, through the whole courfe of his'phi- 


_ lofophy, to free the minds of men from all the bonds 


and ties of religion ; as if there was no poflible way to 


' make them happy and free, without involving them in 


the guilt of facrilege and-atheifm: as if to eradicate all 


\fenfe of a deity out of the mind, were the only way to 


free it from the heavieft chains and fetters;, though, in 
reality, this would be effectually robbing man of all his 


» valuable jewels, of his golden crown and chain, all.the ~ 


riches, ornaments, and pleafures. of his life: which'is 
inculcated at large, and with great eloquence, by a 
greater and more divine mafter of wifdom, the royal 
author of the Proverbs, who, {peaking of the precepts 
of religion, fays, ‘* They fhall-be an ornament of grace 
unto thine head, and chains about thy neck)* :”?, and 
of religion, under the name of wifdoin,:‘* If thou feek- 
eft her as filver, and fearcheft for her’ as for hidden 


- treafure }.”’.. Happy is the man that findeth wifdom, 
- and the man that getteth underftanding. For the - 
merchandife of it is better than the merchandife of fil- 


ver, and the gain. thereof than fine gold t.”? “* Wifdom 
is the principal thing, therefore get wifdom : and with 
all thy getting, get underftanding §.”” And it is, in- 


® Proverbs i.°9. 
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decd; very pili, that if it were nofible. sacl to oe 
folve all the: bonds and ties. of religion; yet, that it — 
fhould be fo, would, certainly, be the intereft of none 
_ but the worft and moft' abandoned part’ of mankind. 
All the good and wife, if the matter was freely left to: 
their choice, would rather have the world. governed. 
by: the fupreme and moft perfect being, mankind fub- 
~ jected to his ‘uft and righteous laws, and all the affairs, 
of men fuperintended by his watchful providence, than: 
that it fhould be otherwife.. Nor do they believe the: 
doétrines of religion with averfion, or any fort of. re- 
luctancy, but embrace them with pleafure, and are ex- 
ceflively glad to find them true... So that, if it was pof-» 
fible to abolith them entirely, and any perfon, out of» 
mere good-will to them, fhould attempt to doit, they: 
would look upon the favour as highly; prejudicial to 
their intereft, and think his good-will more hurtful: 
than the keeneft: hatred... Nor would any one, in his 
wits, chufe to live in the world, at large, and without - 
any fort of government, more than he would think it. 
eligible to be put on board a fhip without a helm or 
pilot, and, in this condition, to be toffed amidft rocks 
and quickfands. On the other hand, can any thing 
give greater confolation, or more fubftantial joy *, than. — 
to be firmly perfuaded, not only that there is an infi- 
nitely good and wife Being, but alfo that this Being 
preferves and contiflually governs the univerfe, which 
himfelf has framed, and holds the reins of all things in 
his powerful hand ; that he is our father; that we and 
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alliour ‘interefts: are his ‘conftant concern; and shay 
after we have | fojourned a fhort while here: below, we 
thall be again taken into his immediate prefence? Or 
can this wretched life be attended with any fort of fa- 
tisfaction, if it is divefted of this divine faith, and be- 
reaved of fuch a bleffed hope? 
__~ Moreover, every one, that thinks a generous ut 
tude and purity of mind, preferable to the charms and 
muddy pleafures of the flefh, finds all the precepts of 
religion not only not grievous, but exceeding pleafant, 
and extremely delightful. So that, upon the whole, 
the faying of Hermes is very confiftent with the nature 
of things, “‘ There is one, and but one good thing 

among men, and that is religion *.”’ Even the vulgar 
_ could.not bear the degenerate expreftion of the player, 
who called out upon the tage, “¢ Money is the chief 
good: among: mankind } 3”? but fhould any one fay, 
. * Religion is the principal good of mankind,” no ob- 
jection could be made againft it; for, without doubt, . 
it isthe only object, the beauties wherene engages the 

love both of God and man. 

» But the principal things in religion, act have fie: 
: shetty obferved, are * juit conceptions of God.” Now 
concerning this infinite Being, fome things are known 
by the light of nature and reafon, others only by the 
revelation which he hath been pleafed to make of him- 
{elf from*heaven. That there is a God, is the diftin@ 
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voice of every man, and of every thing without him: 
how much more then will we be confirmed in the be- 
lief of this truth, if we attentively view the whole crea- 
tion, and the wonderful order and harmony that fubfift 
between all the parts of the whole fyftem? It is quite 
unneceffary to fhew, that fo great a fabric could never 
have been brought into being without an all-wife and 


powerful Creator; nor could it now fubfift without 


x 


the fame almighty Being to fupport and preferve it. 
** Let men therefore make this their conftant ftudy, 
fays Lactantius, even to know their common parent 
and lord, whofe power can never be perfectly known, 


whofe greatnefs cannot be fathomed, nor his eternity 


comprehended *.’? ‘When the mind of man, with its 
faculties, come to be once intenfely fixed" upon him, 
all other objects difappearing, and being, as it were, 
removed, quite out of fight, it is entirely at a ftand, and 
over-powered, nor can it poflibly proceed further. But 
concerning the doétrine of this vaft volume of the 
works of God, and thar fill brighter light, which fhines 
forth in the Scriptures, we fhall peal more fully here- 
after. 


* Ut. Parentem fuum, Dominumg ; cognofcant, cujus ‘nec 
virtus eftimari potett, nec magnitudo perfpici, nec xternitas com. . 
prehendi. 
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. ON SE 


LECTURE X. 
uy oF the Decrees of Gop. 


A® the itor and brightnefs ofthe Divine Majefty 

is fo great, that the ftrongeft human eye cannot 
bear the dire& rays of it, he has exhibited himfelf to be 
viewed in the glafs of thofe works, which he created 
at firft, and by his unwearied hand continually fupports 
and governs ; ; nor are we allowed to view his eternal 
counfels and purpofes through any other medium but 
this.. So that, i in our catechifms, efpecially the fhorter 
one, defigned for the inftruGion of the ignorant, it 
‘might, perhaps, have been full as proper, to have paffed 
over the awful fpeculation concerning the divine des 
crees, and to have proceeded, directly, to the confi- 
deration of the works of God; but the thoughts you 
find in it, on this fubje&, are few, fober, clear, and 
certain: and, in explaining them, 1 think it moft rea- 
fonable and moft fafe, to confine ourfelves within thefe 
limits, in any audience whatever, but efpecially in this 
congregation, confifting of youths, not to fay, ina. 
great meafure, of boys. Seeing, therefore, the decrees 
of God are mentioned in our Catechifm, and it would 
not be proper to pafs oyer in filence a matter of fo 
great moment, I fhall accordingly lay before you fome 
few thoughts upon this arduous fubject. 
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_ And here, if any where, we ought, according to the 
common faying, to reafon, but in few words. I fhould, 
indeed, think it very improper to do otherwife; for 
fuch theories ought to be cautioufly touched, rather 
than be fpun out toa great length. One thing we 
‘may confidently affert, that all thofe things, which the 
- great Creator produces in different periods of time, 
were perfectly known to him, and, as it were, prefent 
with him from eternity ; and every thing that happens, 
throughout the feveral ages of the world, proceeds in 
the fame order, and the fame precife manner, as the 
eternal mind at firft intended it fhould. That none of 
his counfels can be difappointed or rendered ineffetual, 
or in the leaft changed or altered by any event what- | 
foever: “ Known to God are all his works *,” fays 
the Apoftle in the council of Jerufalem; and the fon 
of Sirach, ‘* God fees from everlafting to everlafting, 
and nothing is wonderful in his fight ¢.” Nothing is 
new or unexpected to him; nothing can come to pafs 
that he has not forefeen ; and his firft thoughts are fo 
wife, that they admit no fecond ones that can be fup- 
pofed wifer. ‘And this ftability, and immutability 
of the divine decrees },” is aflerted even by the Roman 
philofopher : “ It is neceflary, fays he, that the fame 


* Nota funt Deo abi initio omnia fua opera. Ads xv. 18. 
+ A feculo in feculum refpicit Deus, et nihil eft mirabile in 
con{pectu ejus. 


£ To apsraPrnrey x axsvnrov map Stay Perenalav. 
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things be always pleafing to him, or can never be 
sac but with what is beft *.”? _ 

- Every artift, to be fure, as you alfo well know, 
_ works according to fome pattern, which is the imme- 
diate object of his mind; and this pattern, in the all- 
wife Creator, mutt neceflarily be entirely perfect, and 
every way complete. And, if this is what Plato in- 
tended by his ideas, which not a few, and thefe by no 
_ means unlearned, think very likely ; his own {cholar, 
the great Stagirite, and your favourite philofopher, had, 
furely, no reafon, fo often, and fo bitterly, to inveigh 
againft them. Be this as it may, all that acknowledge 
God to be the author of this: wonderful fabric, and all 
thefe things in it, which fucceed one another in their 
turns, cannot poflibly doubt, that he has brought, and 
continues to bring them all about, according to that 
moft perfect pattern fubfifting in his eternal councils ; 
and thefe things, that we call cafual, are all unalterably 
fixed and determined to him. For according to that 
of the philofopher, ‘“‘ Where there is moft wifdom, 
there is leaft chance t,” and therefore, furely, where 
there is infinite wifdom, there is Png left to chance 
at all. 

This maxim, concerning the eternal councils of the © 
fupreme Sovereign of the world, befides that it every 
where fhines clearly in the books of the facred Scrip- 
tures, is alfo, in itfelf, fo evident and confiftent with 


* Neceffe eft illi eadem femper placere, cui nifi optima placere 
non poffunt. f 
+ Ubi plus eft fapientie, ibi minus ef cafus. 
L 2 
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reafon, that we meet with it in almoft all the works of 
the philofophers, and often, alfo, in thofe of the poets. 
Nor. does it appear, that they mean any thing elfe, at 


leaft, for the moft part, by the term fate: though-you — 


may meet with fome things in their works, which, I 
own, found a little harfh, and can fearcely be fuffici- 
ently foftened by anys even the moft favourable inter- 
pretation. 

But, whatever elfe may ca to be comprehended 
under the term fate, whether taken in the mathemati- 


eal or phyfical fenfe, as fome are pleafed to diftinguith 


it, muft, at laft, of neceflity be refolved into the ap- 
pointment and good pleafure of the f{upreme Governor 
of the world. If even the blundering aftrologers and 
fortune-tellers acknowledge, that the wife man has do- 
minion over the ftars; how much more evident is it, 


that all thefe things, and all their power and influence, 


are fubject and fubfervient to the decrees of the all-wife 
God? Whence the faying of the sales “‘ There 
is no planet to Ifrael *.”” 

And according as all thefe things i in the heavens 
above, and the earth beneath, are daily regulated and 
directed by the eternal King ; in the fame precife man- 
ner were they all from eternity ordered and difpofed 
by him, “* who worketh all things according to the 
counfel of his own will},’? who is more ancient than 


* Non effe planetam Ifraeli. 


+ Qui cunGa exequitur fecundum contin voluntatis fuze. 
Eph. is 11. 
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the fea and the mountains, or even the heavens them. 
felves. é . 

Thefe things we are watranted and ate to believe ; 
but what perverfenefs, or rather madnefs, is it to en- 
_deavour to break into the facred repofitories of heaven, 
_and pretend to accommodate thofe fecrets of the divine 
kingdom to the meafures and methods of our weak 
capacities ! To fay the truth, I acknowledge that I am 
aftonifhed, and greatly at a lofs, when I hear learned 
men, and profeflors of Theology,: talking prefumptu- 
oufly about the order of the divine decrees, and when 
I read fuch things in their works. Paul confidering 
this awful fubjeét, as an immenfe fea, was aftonifhed 
at it, and viewing the vaft abyls, ftarted back, and cry- 
ed out with a loud voice, O! the depth, &c. *.’? 
Nor is there much more fobriety or moderation in the . 
many notions that are entertained, and the difputes 
- that are commonly raifed about reconciling thefe divine 
‘decrees, with the liberty and free-will of man. 

It is indeed true, that neither religion, nor right rea- 
fon, will fuffer the actions and defigns of men, and 
confequently, even the very motions of the’ will, to be - 
exempted from the empire of the counfel and good 
pleafure of God. Even the books of the heathens are 
‘filled with moft exprefs teftimonies of the moft abfolute 
fovereignty of God, even with regard to thefe. The 


* Q' TGA» a womep o7pos akyay@s Amerpoy iAyyiaous x; Cabs Dey 
Ascent  deweandacey tbius i wsyade cveBonoev, E:mrwy, a Babos, Xe 
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fentiments of Homer are well known* ;” and with 
him agrees the tragic poet Euripides, “* O! Jupiter, 
{ays he, why are we, wretched mortals, called wife? 
For we depend entirely upon thee, and we do what- 
~ ever thou intendeft we fhould f.”’ 

And it would be eafy to bring together a vaft col- 
leGtion of fuch fayings, but thefe are fufficient for our 
prefent purpofe. | 

They always feemed to me to a@a very ridiculous 
part, who contend, that the effect of the divine decree 
is abfolutely irreconcilable { with human liberty; be- 

-caufe the natural and neceflary liberty of a rational 
creature is to act or chufe from a rational motive, or 
fpontaneoufly, and of purpofe §; but who fees not, 
that, on the fuppofition’ of the moft abfolute decree, 
this liberty is not taken away, but rather eftablifhed and 
confirmed? For the decree is, that fuch an one fhall 
‘make choice of, or do fome particular thing freely. 
_ And, whoever pretends to deny, that whatever is done 


or chofen, whether good or indifferent, is fo done 


or chofen, or, at leaft, may be fo, efpoufes an abfur- 
dity. But, in a word, the great difficulty in all this 
difpute is, that with regard to the origin of evil. Some 
diftinguifh, and juftly, the fubftance of the action, as 


* Toi yap vi@- “asw, &c. 
J OD Zeb vi Vara rBs radauimopes, - 
Dpovew Ayers, oe yap tEnprnusda, 
Apapers Tt To1mdr, ay OV ToyKavns TEAWY IKET. 1, 734. 
f emordws pugnare. 


§ To éxécrov Berélinov. 
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-you col it, or that which is phyfical i inthe action, from 
the morality of it. This is of fome weight, but whe- 
ther it takes away the whole difficulty, I will not pre- 
. tend to fay. Believe me, young gentlemen, it is an 
abyfs, itis an abyfs never to be perfe@ly founded by any 
plummet of human underftanding. Should any one 
fay, & Iam not to be blamed, but Jove and fate *,?. 
he will not get off fo, but may be nonplus’d by turning » 
his own wit againft him; the fervant of Zeno, the 
Stoic philofopher, being catched in an act of theft, ei- 
ther with a defign to ridicule his mafter’s doétrine, or 
to avail himfelf of it, in order to evade punifhment, 
faid, ‘ It was my fate to be a thief; and to be pu- - 
nifhed for it, faid-Zenot}.’? Wherefore, if you will | 
take my*advice, withdraw your minds from a curious. 
fearch into this myftery, and turn them direétly to the 
ftudy of piety, and a due reverence to the awful ma- 
jefty of God. ‘Think and {peak of God and his fecrets | 
with fear and trembling, but difpute very little about 
them; and, if you would not undo yourfelves, beware 
of difputing with him: if you tranfgrefs in any thing, 
blame yourfelves; if you do any good, or repent of 
evil, offer thank{giving to God. This is what I ear- 
neftly recommend to you, in this I acquiefce myfelf ; | 
and to this, when much toffed and diftrefled with 
doubt and difficulties, I had recourfe, as to a fafe har- 
bour. If any of you think proper, he may apply to 
men of greater eae but let him take care, he 


* 80 ty aris zit, arruw ts %G [AO pate 
_ + In fatis mibi, inquit, fuit furari. Et cedi, inquit Zeno. 
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meet not with fuch. as have more. foswarsaels —— 
{ypption. oat at ei tol * allie’ apd yi its 


ye Faye 


LECTURE XI. | i ai 
Yo the CREATION of the Wo RLD. 


Ww HOEVER looks upon - this great paras of hie 
univerfe, of which he himfelf is but a very 


fmall part, with a little more than ordinary attention,_ 


unlefs his mind is become quite brutith within: him, it 
, will, of neceffity, put him, upon confidering whence 
this beautiful frame of things proceeded, and what was 


its firft original ; or, in the words of the poet, “ From. 
what principles all the elements were formed, and. 
- how. the various parts of the world at firft came to-, 


gether Re 


Now, as we have already sbiemed 4 in our differtae 


tion concerning God, that the mind rifes directly from 


the confideration of this vifible world, to that of its in« : 


vifible Creator; fo from the contemplation of the firft. 
and infinite mind, it defcends to this vifible fabric; 
and again, the contemplation of this latter, determines 
it to return with the greateft pleafure and fatisfaction 


oF 





Quibufg ; exordia primis 
Omni, et ipfe tener cece concreverit orbis. 
Vir. Ecl. vie 
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to that eternal fountain of goodnefs, and of every 
_ thing that exifts. Nor is this a. vicious and faulty 
circle, but the conftant courfe of a pious foul travel. 
ling, as it were, backwards and forwards from earth to 
heaven, and from heaven to earth; a notion quite fi- 
milar to that of the angels afcending and defcending 
upon the ladder which Jacob faw in his vifion. But 
this contemplation, by all means, requires a pure and 
divine temper of mind, according to the maxims of the 
philofopher : ‘* He that would fee God and goodnefs, | 
muft firft be himfelf good, and like the Deity *.” 
And thofe, who have the eyes of their minds pure and 
bright, will fooner be able to read in thofe objects that 
are expofed to the outward eye, the great and evident 
characters of his eternal power and godhead. 

We fhall therefore now advance fome thoughts upon 
the creation, which was the firft and moft ftupendous 
of all the divine works: and the rather, that fome of 
the philofophers, who were, to be fure, pofitive in af- 
ferting the being of a God, did not acknowledge him 
to be the author or creator of the world. As for us, 
according to that of the epiftle to the Hebrews, ‘ by 
faith we underftand, that the worlds were framed by 
the word of God +.” Of this we have a diftin&t hiftory 
in the firft book of Mofes, and of the facred Scripture, 
‘which we receive as divine. And this fame doétrine 

the prophets and apoftles, and, together with them, 


* Tevicdw 0s aparoy Seoedns aS 1 ia) i MEdAsE Bator 
Searle %y UaAoVe Plot. 
fT Miser yoSnev nnrenp rica Toy duwvas enwors @es, Cap. xi. 3. 
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all’ the facred’ ‘writers, frequently “repeat in’ ‘their fers’ 
_ mons aiid’ writings, ‘as ‘the great! foundation of faith, . 
~ and ‘of all true religion } for which reafon, it ought to 
be diligently inculcated upon the minds: af all, even 
thofe' of the moft ignorant, as far as’ ‘they are able to 
‘conceive and believe it 5 though, to be fure, it contains 
in it fo many reapnnniely that they are fufficient not only — 
to exercife the moft acute and learned underftandings, 
but ‘even far exceed their capacities, and quite over- 
‘power them; which the Jewith doétors feem to have 
been fo fenfible, or, if I may ufe the expreffion, fo over 
fenfible of, that they admitted not their difciplés to look 
into the three firft chapters of Genefis, till they arrived 
at the age required, in orden to enter agin the en 
office. | ©! : 

Although’ the faith of this do&trine sincerity de- 
pends upon the authority and teftimony of the Supreme 
God of truth, for; as St. Ambrofe expreffes it; “ To 
whotn: ‘fhould T give greater ‘credit: concerning God, 
than to’ God himfelf * ?”? it is however fo agréeable ta 
reafon, that if any one chufe to enter into the difpute; 
he will find the ftrongeft arguments prefenting them- 
felves in confirmation of the faith of it; but thofe on 
the oppofite fide, if any fuch there be that’deferve ‘the. 
‘name, quite frivolous, and of no manner of force? "Tas 
tian declared, that no argument more effectually de- 
termined him to believe the Scriptures, and embrace 


! . 


kee 


* Cui enim magis de Deo, quam Deo credam. Ambrof.) «», 
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the Chriftian faith, © than. the confiftent. illite 
aac | they: give of the creation. of the univerfe *.”?.. 
» Let any, one.that pleafes, chufe. what other; ‘opinion 
: re will) adopt upon this fubject, or, as it is a matter of 
doubt: and. obf{curity,. any of the other hypothefis he. 
thinks moft feafible.. Is he for the atoms of. Epicurus, 
dancing, atrandom i in an empty fpace, and, after i innu- 
merable trials, throwing themfelves at. laft into. the. 
beautiful fabric which we behold, and that.merely by a 
kind of lucky hit, or fortunate throw of the dice, with-. 
out any Amphion with his harp, to charm them by his 
mufic, and lead them. into. the building ? To fay ‘the 
truth, the Greek philofopher had dreamed thefe things — 
very, prettily,. of, according. to. more probable accounts,, 
borrowed sha from two other blundering philofo-_ 
phers,y Democritus.and Leucippus, though he-ufed all 
poflible art to‘conceal it, that he might have to himfelf 
the whole.glory of this noble invention. But whoever 
firft invented, or publifhed this hypothefis, how, pray, 
will he. perfuade us, that things are actually fo? By 
what convincing arguments will he prove them? Or 
what credible. witneffes will he produce to atteft, his 
* faéts?. For it would neither be modeft nor decent, for 
him nor his followers, to expect implicit, faith. in a. 
matter purely philofophical and phyfical, and at, the - 
fame time, of fo great importance, efpecially as it is 
their common method {martly to ridicule and fuperci- 
lioully to defpife the reft of mankind, as being, accord- 
ing to their opinion, too credulous in matters of reli- 


* 6 tunaladrnarey ths Te wavrG- mowcsws. ‘Tatian. 
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vigions «But what wehave now faidis more thanenough 
»oulponan hypothefis fo filly, monftrousiand inconfiftent. 
” After leaving the Epicureans, there isnosothermoted 
Shift, that I know of, remaining for one that rejeéts the 
| do&trine of ‘the creation, but only that: fiction of :the 
ieReuipdeaic {chool, ‘concerning the eternity .of the 
sworld. This Ariftotle is faid to, have borrowed from 
-3 a eee philofopher, named | Ocellus: Lucanus, 
who, in that inftance, feems to have deferted not:only 
reah dodtrine of hismafter Pythagoras, but alfo that of 
»/all the: more: ancient philofophers. It is true, two: or 

© three others are named, ‘Parmenio, Meliffus, &c. who 
care fufpeéted to have been: of the fame fentiments with 
Ocellus ; but this 'isia:matter of uncertainty, and.there- 
>-fore tobe left:;undetermined... And indeed, both Ari- 
‘)ftotle:and Ocellus feems to have done this at.random, 
-‘or without proof,'as they have advanced no arguments 
inofavour of their new doétrine, that can be thought 

hace candles much lefs cogent and convincing. , 

\jlvis furely-impoffible ‘to. demonftrate the, truth of 
their opinionia priori, nor did thefe authors attempt. it. 
‘hey only: endeavoured to mufter up fome difficulties 
againft theproduction of the world in time, the great 
weaknefs whereof any one, who is but tolerably ac- 
quainted with the Chriftian religion, will eafily per.’ 
ceive. Ariftotle’s arguments rather make againft fome 
notions efpoufed by the old philofophers, or, rather 
forged by himfelf, than againft the doétrine.of the- 
creation... Nay, he himfelf fometimes {peaks with great 
diffidence of his own opinion om this fubjedt, particularly 
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‘aim hisctopicsy where: among other logical: problems, he 
upropofes this: asione, viz S¢ Whether the: (ost exifted 
bsfronpsternityior net $2¥ssuoi9 odrer sil 
ei) (On the contrary, befides that. he okie ade suite 
ov marks: ‘of novelty, as:is acknowledged’ by Lucretius in 
oa remarkable paflage of his poems, which»is very well © 
sclnemaaieet “© Befides, fays he, if the earth and the hea- 
uvens were not originally created, but exifted. from, e- 
\iternity, why did not earlier poets defcrtoe the remark. _ 
> able actions of their times long: before the Theban war 


- 


- soand) the deftru@tion of Troy? But, in my opinion, | the 


‘univerfe-is' not of old-ftanding, the: world. is-but a 
‘Tate eftablifhment, and it is not long finceit had its be- 

sigeaeie and more to thatpurpofeq. io eu) 
ib. Dfowes ‘duly confider. the matter, and letoni vies 
ualaoviaa(ein the flars, not only to be owing to a: firft 
~amover, but alfo that the whole:fabric, with all. the - 
 eveatures therein, derive their exiftence fromfome Su- — 

preme(Mind, who is the only fountain’ of ‘being 5>we 
‘ommuft’ certainly conclude, that that: felf-exiftent -prin- 

-ciple,,or fource of all Beings'is by call:means ‘eternal ; 


»> but therevis no neceflity at all, that:wefhould fuppofe 


sig saoomiea to be coeval withit; nay, if it isnot 
- dens! : On viaiw alone 
$30 * lest 0 ere, 10605). Se 
: ft Preterea finulla fuit genitals origo. 
“Terre et Ceeli, femperq ; eterna fuere, 
Hi .; coy fupra ‘bellum Thebanum et funera Trojees j 


‘Nn alias alii quoque res cecinere Poets?’ 


16912. Werum, ut opinor, habet novitatem fumma, tecenfq’; 


Natura eft mundi, neq; pridem exordia cepit. 
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. abfolutely neceffary, it is at leaft, highly renee and 
confiftent to believe the contrary. . 
| SyE ORs that this world, compounded if fo many, ier 
fuch. heterogeneous parts, fhould proceed, by. way of 
natural and neceflary emanation, from that one firit, 
 pureft, and moft fimple nature, nobody, 1 imagine, 
could believe, or in the leaft. fufpe&: can it poffibly 
be thought, that mortality fhould proceed. from. the 
immortal, corruption from the incorruptible, and, 
what ought never to be fo much as mentioned, even: 


worms, the vileft animalcules, and moft abject infects, — 


from the beft, moft exalted, and moft bleffed Majefty ?. 
But, if/he produced all thefe things freely, merely. out 

of his good pleafure, and with the facility that con-. 
ftantly attends almighty power; how much more con-' 
fiftent is it to believe, that this was done in time, than 

to imagine it was from eternity? ” 

It is a very difficult. matter. to argue at-all about» 
that, the nature whereof our. moft. enlarged thoughts: 
can never comprehend. And though, among: philo=: . 
fophers and divines, it is difputed, whether fuch a pros 
duction from eternity is poflible or not; there is'pros’ 
bably fomething concealed in the nature of the thing, 
though unknown to us, that might fuggeft a demons) — 
{tration of the impoflibility of this conceit; for what 
is finite, in bulk, power, and every other refpect, ~ 
feems {carcely capable of this infinity 6f duration ; and 
divines generally place eternity among the incommu- . 
nicable attributes of God, as they are called:: it'feems, 
to be fure, moft agreeable to reafon, and, for ought 
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: we know it ‘is: -abfolutely neceffary, that, “in all exter. 


nal productions, by a free agent, the caufe fhould be, 
even in time, prior to the effeét, that is, that: there 


‘muft ‘have been fome point of time wherein the being 


producing ¢ did, but the thing produced did not exift. 
As to the eternal generation, which we believe, it is 
within’ God himfelf, nor does it conftitute any thing’ 
without him, or different from his naturé and ¢ffence, 


Moreover, the external production of a created being* 


of a nature vaftly different from the agent, that is fup: 


pofed to produce it, and to at freely in that produc- 
tion, implies, in its formal conception, ‘as the fchools 


t . 


exprefs it; a tranflation from non-entity into’ being’s- 


whence it feems neceflary to follow, that there muft 
have been fome point of” vee wherein — created 
being did not exift. | 


The notions of the Platonifts, concerning pre-exift- 


ent'matter; do mot concern ‘the prefent fubje& ; but, 
to be fure, they are as idle and empty ‘as ‘the ima- 
ginary eternity of the world in its prefent form.” As 


angels were not produced out-of matter, ‘it is furely”. 


{urprifing that thofe, who affert their'creation by God, 
fhould find difficulty in acknowledging’ the produc. 
tion of other things; without pre-exiftent' matter, or 
even of matter itfelf.. ‘The celebrated maxim’ of the 


philofophers, “ That out of nothing nothing is pro-- 
duced,’ we receive, but in a different and founder 


fenfe, viz. that nothing can be produced but either 
from. pre-exiftent matter, or by’ a productive’ power, 


in which ‘it. was virtually ‘contained, “And, in this 


/ 
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fenfe, this famous maxim affords an mvincible demon- 
ftration a pofteriori, for the fabjeét is not capable of 
any other, to prove that there muft be fome being 
that exifted before any creature, and the — — e- 
_ ternity of that being. | 
The great Creator of the world, Haid all sities 


virtually in himfelf, needed neither matter nor inftru- 


ments in order to produce them: * By the word of 
the Lord were the heavens made, and all the hoft of 
them by the breath of his mouth *2?  Thefe were his 
levers and tools, the word of the Lord, or that effec. 
tual act of his will, which gave being to all things f.’? - 
_ The mighty Lord of all called dire@tly to his holy, 
intelligent, and creating word, let there be a fun, ‘and 
a fun immediately appeared, &c.{” Here he fpoke, 
and it was done, ‘ the word and: the effet thewed 
 themfelves together §.”° If you afk what moved infi- 
nite goodnefs to perform this great work ; I anfwer, 
that very goodnefs you mention : for if, as they fay, 
it is the nature of goodnefs to be always communica- 
tive; that goodnelfs, to be fure, muft be the moft dif- 
fufive, which is in itfelf greateft, richeft, and fo very 
immenfe, that it cannot be in the leaft diminifhed, much 
~lefs exhaufted, by the greateft munificence. Here 
there is no danger, that that fhould happen, which Ci- 
cero prudently cautions againft, in the cafe of human 


‘ 
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goodnefs) viz. “That liberality thould undo itfelf *.” 
For t at liberality muft be immortal, and: —— the 





trealares:whereof: are infinite. Ay Hapignee 
- Nor is'it. to be doubted, us sat sa very: mehr) 
nie together with the immenfe power and wifdom, 
which fhine forth fo brightly in the creation and all the 
creatures, animmenfe weight of glory is reflected upon 
the Creator himfelf, and the fource of all'thefe perfec- 
tions; nor muft it be denied, that the manifold wif- 
dom.of God. propofed this end likewife.. And there is 
nothing more certain than ‘that, from all tliefe taken 
together, his works, his benevolent and diffufive good- 
nefs, his: power and wifdom illuftrated in the creation, 
dnd the glory that continually refults therefrom, from 
his) wife counfels, and his own moft perfect nature, 
whence all-thefe things flow; nothing is more certain, 
I fay, than:that, from all rbiefe taken togethers the di- 
vine: Majefty ‘enjoys an eternal and inexprefhible delight 
and: fatisfaGtion : and thus all things return to that vaft 
and immenfe ocean, from whence they: at:firft took 
their rife; according to the expreflion in. the Proverbs, | 
He hath made all things for himfelf fT :?? and the 
vious ofthe fong i in the revelations are moft exprels 
to this purpofe, “* Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory, and honour, and power, for thou hat created 
all:things, and for thy pleafure they are, and were cre- 
ated t.”” Nor could it indeed be ors than that 
he, who i is the beginning of all things, fhould alfo be 


* Ne tiheealithea! pereat ite. 


+ Prov. xvi. 4. t Rev. iv. 11. 
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the end of all; a wonderful beginning without a begin- _ 
ning, and an end without an end. So that, as the au. - 
thor ofthe epiftle to the Hebrews reafons concerning 
the oath of God: ‘ As he could fwear by no greater, 
he fwore by himfelf.”? In like ‘manner we may argue 
here, as he could propofe no greater end or defign, he 
propofed himfelf. It was the faying of Epicurus, 
« That the wife man does every thing for his own 
fake * :”? we, who are otherwife taught, fhould rather 
fay, that the wife man does nothing for his own fake, 
but ‘all for that of God. But the moft exalted, to be 
_fure, and the wifeft of all beings, becaufe he is fo, muft 
' of neceflity do all things for himfelf; yet, at the fame 
time, all his difpenfations, towards his creatures, are 
moft bountiful and benevolent. 

That the world was made diretily and immediately 
for man, is the doétrine not only of the Stoics, but alfo 
of the mafter of the Peripatetic fchool: « We are, 
fays he, in fome refpect, the. end of all things +.’ 
-And in another place, ‘‘ Nature has made all things 
for the fake of manj{.’”’ Cicero {peaks to the fame 
purpofe§; and Laétantius more fully than either |. 
But Mofes gives the greateft light on this fubject, not 


* Sapientem omnia facere fui caufa. . 

+ Sumus enim et nos quodammodo omnium finis. 2 Phyf. 
tit. 23. . 

+ Natura hominum gratia omnia fecit. 

~ § De legibus. 

‘|| Sol irrequietis curfibus et fpatiis inequalibus orbes conficit, &e. 
ad finem capitis, De ira Dei. Cap. 13, 14. 
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only in his hiftory of the creation, but alfo in Deutero- - 


nomy, wherein he warns the Ifraelites againft worfhip- 
ping of angels: for this reafon ; becaufe, fays he, 
‘* they were’created for the fervice of man*:’? and 


the fun, in — is called SS which pee cee 
© gefervants eo He | 


But O! whither do our hearts ftray ! oth we not 
to dwell upon this pleafant contemplation, and even 
die in it? I fhould choofe to be quite loft in it, and to 


. be rendered altogether infenfible, and, as it were, dead 


to thefe earthly trifles, that make a noife around us. 
O {weet reciprocation of mutual delights! << The Lord 
thal rejoice in his works },”’ fays the Pfalmift: and, 
prefently after, “« My meditation of him fhall be fweet, 
I will be glad in the Lord +.” Let us look fometimes 
‘to the heavens, fometimes to the fea, and the earth, 
with the animals and plants that are therein, and very 


often to ourfelves ; and in all thefe, and in every thing 


elfe, but in ourfelves particularly, let us contemplate — 


God, the common Father of all, and our moft exalted 
Creator, and let our contemplation excite our love. 

- They, who have fent the ignorant and unlearned to 
pictures and images, as books proper for their inftruc- 


tion, have not acted very wifely, nor has that expedient 


turned out happily or luckily for the advantage of that 
part of mankind ; but furely this great volume, or fy- 
ftem, which is always open, and expofed to the view 
of all, is ae adapted to the inftruction porn of 


* Deut. + Pfal. civ. 31. Ibid. ver, 34 
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the vulgar and the wife; fo that Chryfoftom had good : 
reafon to call it “ The great book for the learned and 
unlearned *.”” And the faying of St. Bafil is very 
much to the purpofe, ‘“ From the beauty of thofe 
things, which aré obvious to the eyes of all, we ac- 
knowledge that his inexpreflible beauty excels that of 
all the creatures; and from the magnitude of thofe 


‘fenfible bodies, that furround us, we conclude’ the in- 


finite and immenfe goodnefs of their Creator, whofe 
plenitude of power exceeds all thought, as well as ex- 
preffion f.” ae 

For this very end it evidently appears, all things 
were made, and we are the only vifible beings that are 
capable of this contemplation: ** The world, fays St. 


- Bafil, is a {chool, or feminary, very proper for the in- 


ftruction of rational fouls in the knowledge of God §.’? 


We have alfo the angels, thofe minifters of fire, to be 


fpeCtators with, us on this theatre. But will any of us 
venture to conjecture, what they felt, and what admi- 
ration feized them, when they beheld thofe new kinds 
of creatures rifing into being, and thofe unexpected 
fcenes, that were fucceflively added to the preceding 
ones, on each of the fix days of that firft remarkable 


§ BiBatoy piyisov x Wuwrass x) Tools. 
> ~ . x ~ 
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week: ‘* When he laid the foundations of the earth, 

and placed the corner ftone thereof ; when the morn- 
aa ing {tars fang together, and all the fons of God fhouted 
for joy *.” , 

But O the fhaniding of mankind All thofe ftupend- 
ous objects are daily round us; but becaufe they are 
con{tantly expofed to our view, they never affe& our 

minds: fo natural is it for us to admire new, rather 
than grand objects. Therefore the vaft multitude of 
ftars, which diverfify the beauty of this immenfe body, 
does not call the people together; but, when any 
change happens therein, the eyes of all are fixed upon 
the heavens. ‘ Nobody looks at the fun, but when 


he is obfcured ; nobody obferves the moon, but when 


fhe is eclipfed, then nature feems to be in danger, then 
vain fuperftition is alarmed, and every one'is afraid for 
himfelf t.”’  ‘* But furely, fays St. Bernard, concerning 
the fun and moon, thefe are great miracles, very great 
to be fare: but the firft production, or creation of all 
things, is a vaft miracle, and makes it eafy to believe — 
all the reft; fo that, after it, nothing ought to excite 
our wonder {.”? | 


_ * Job xxxviii. 6, 7. 

+ Sol fpectatorem, nifi ¢ cum deficit, non habet; nemo obfervat 
lunam nifii laborantem, tune orbes conclamant, tune pro fe mess ;: 
fuperititione vana trepidat, Sen. 

{ Magna funt hac miracula, magna nimis ita eft ; oie aie 
autem immenfum eft ipfa prima omnium produétie, feu ereatio, 
quz miraculorum omnium adeo facilem fidem facit, ut polt eam 


_ pihil fit mirum. 
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LECTURE XII. 
_ Of the Creation of Man. 


6 eT great theatre being: built, befides thofe fpec- 
tators, which had been but lately placed in the | 
higher feats, it pleafed the fupreme Creator and Lord 
_ to have another company below, asit were in the area : 
thefe he called forth into being by creation, and man. 
‘was introduced into this area, “ to bea fpectator of 
him and of his works; yet not a {peCtator only, but 
alfo to be the interpreter of them *.’”’ Nor yet was man 
placed therein merely to be a fpe€tator and an inter- 
preter; but alfo, in a great meafure, to be pofleffor 
| and lord thereof; .or, as it were, the Creator’s “ fub- 
ftitute ¢,” in a fpacious and convenient houfe ready 
built, and ftored with all forts of ufeful furniture. ; 
‘Now, that man himfelf is a grand and noble piece. 
of workmanfhip, appears even from this circumftance, 
that the moft wife operator, when he was going to 
create him, thought fit to preface his defign, with thefe 
words, “‘ Let us make man.” So that he was created, 
~ not merely by a word of command like the reft of the 
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creatures, “ but by a confultation of the bleffed Tri- 
nity: *.”’ : 3 

> And, indeed, man is a wonderful compofition, the 
conjunction of heaven and earth; “ The breath of 
God, and the duft of the ground ;” the bond of union 
between the vifible and invifible world, and truly a 
‘* world in miniature, a kind of mixt world, nearly re- 
lated to the other two t,” Nor is he only a lively epi- 
tome and reprefentation of the greater world, but alfo 
dignified with the image of his great Creator. He made . 
the heavens and the earth, the fea and the ftars, and 
then all forts of living creatures; but, in the words of 
the poet, ‘‘ a more divine creature, and more capable 
of elevated fentiments, was yet wanting, and one that 
could rule over the reft, therefore man was born, 
Sie? } 

The reft of the creatures, according to the obleriae 
tion of the fchoolmen, which is not amifs, had the im- 
preffion of the divine foot ftamped upon them, but not 
the image of the Deity. Thefe he created, and review- 
ing them, found them to be good, yet he did not reft 
in them; but, upon the creation of man, the fabbath 
immediately followed. He made man, and then refted, 
having a creature capable of knowing that he was his 


* Faciamus hominem. Ut non folo jubentis fermone ficut re- 
liqua, fed confilio fanéte Trinitatis conditus fit. Arnob. 
+ Mixpoxoon@-, puntos tis xdon@-, avvynvns Twy Svo nog Awe Ure: 
Nyff. 
$ Sanétius his animal, mentifq; capacius alte, 
Deerat ad huc, et quod dominari in cetera poffet, 
_Natys homo eft. Ovid. 1 Met. 
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Greatopid one that could worfhip him, and celebrate his © 
fabbath, whofe fins, if he fhould commit any, he might 
forgive, and fend, cloathed with human nature, -his | 
only begotten fon, ¢ in whom he is abfolutely well 
pleafed,”’ and over whom, as the perfon that fulfilled 
his good pleafure, he rejoices for ever, to redeem his 
favourite creature. By the produétion of man, the fus 
preme Creator exhibited himfelf in the moft admirable 
light, and, at the fame time, had a creature capable of 
admiring and loving him; and, as St. Ambrofe ob- 
ferves, “ one’ that was under obligation to love his 
Creator the more ardently, the more wonderfully he 
perceived himfelf to be made *.” ‘And man, fays the ~ 
fame author, was made a two footed animal, that he’ 
might be, as it were, one of the inhabitants of the air, — 
that he might “ afpire at high things, and fly with the 
wings of fublime thoughts +.” 

And, indeed, the ftru€ture of man is an inftance of 
wonderful art and ingenuity, whether you confider the 
fymmetry of his whole fabric taken together, or all his 
parts and members feparately. Gregory Nyflen {peaks 
very much to the purpofe, when he fays, “* The frame 
of man is awful, and hard to be explained, and contains 
in it a lively reprefentation of many of the hidden my- 
fteries of God i? * How wonderful is even the ftruc- 

_ * Et quidem tanto ardentius amaret conditorem, quanto mira- 
bilius fe ab eo conditum intelligeret. 

+ Et faétus eft homo bipes, ut fit unus quafi de volatilibus, qui 
alta vifu petat, et quodam remigio volitet fublimum cogitationum. 
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ture of ‘his body, stich after: all, is but the earthen 
cafe of his foul? accordingly it is in the Chaldaic lan-_ 
guage called Nidne, which fignifies a fheath. How far 
does the workmanthip exceed the materials? and how 
_juftly may we fay, “ What a glorious creature out of 
the meaneft elements *?”? The Pfalmift’s mind feems 
to have dwelt upon this meditation, till-he was quite 
loft in it, “ How fearfully, fays he, and wonderfully 
am I made!” And that celebrated phyfician, who ftn- 
died nature with fuch unwearied application, i in his 
book upon the ftructure of the human body, in which? 
after all, there is nothing divine, often expreffes his ad- _ 
miration in thefe words, ‘* Who is’ worthy to praife 
the wifdom and power of the Creator +?” and many 
other fuch exclamations. The Chriftian writers, how- 
ever, are moft full upon this fubject, - particularly St. 
Bafil, St. Chryfoftom, and others, who carry their ob- 
fervations fo far as the nails, and ‘hair, efpecially that 
on the eye-lids. And Nyffen, on the words, “ Let us’: 
‘make man,” has the following obfervation: “ Man is 
a grand and noble creature—How can man be faid to 
be. any great matter ? feeing he is a mortal’ creature, 
fubje& to a great many’ paflions: ‘from the time of 
birth, to that of his old age, expofed toa vaft many 
evils and diftrefles, and of whom it is written, Lord, 
what’is man, that thou fhould be mindful of him, &c. 
The hiftory we have of the production of man, deliver- 
ed me from this difficulty; for we are told, that God 
ys ODE i os. : : 
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teak fome of the duft of the earth, and out of it formed 
man; from'thefe words I underftood, that man was'at_ 
once nothing, and yet fomething very. grand'*,””. He 
intended to fay, that the materials, out of which man 
was made, were low, and, as it'were, nothing ; but, if 
you confider the wonderful workmanfhip, how great 
was the honour‘conferred upon him! The “ earth did 
not fpontaneoufly produce man as it did grafhoppers ; 
God-did not commit the produ@tion of this or that 
particular creature to his miniftring powers; no, the 
gracious Creator took the earth in, his own hand f.’” 
But befides the noble frame of his body, though it was 
made of the duft of the earth, that divine breath, and, 
by means of it, the infufion of a precious foul, mixes 
heaven and earth together not, indeed, in the common. 
acceptation of that term, as if things fo vaftly different 
were promifcuoufly jumbled together, and the order 
of nature fubverted; but only implying, that the two 
parts of the human conttitution are compounded with 
inexpreflible art, and joined ina clofe union. As to 
the mifery of the human race, and the contemptible fi- 
gure in which the life of man appears, it is to be af- 
-cribed to another fource, very different from the earthly 


\ : c » 
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materials, out of which his body was made. That he 
was created happy, beautiful, and honourable, he owed _ 
to his great and good Creator; but he himfelf is the 
author of his own mifery.. And hence itis, that though, 
with regard to his original and pure nature, we ought, | 
for the ftrongeft reafons, to fpeak more honourably of 
him, than of any other part of the vifible world; yet; 
af we view him, “ in his prefent circumftances *,” no 
part of the creation, to be fure, sipeisce to be lamented 
in more mournful ftrains. 

But what,words can exprefs, what ehauelca can com- 
prehend, the dignity and powers of that heavenly foul 
that inhabits this earthly body, and the divine image 
that is ftamped upon it? The philofophers of all ages 
and nations have been enquiring into the nature of it, 

and have not yet found it out. ' 
A great many have alfo amufed themfelves with too 
whimfical conjectures and fancies, and endeavoured to 
difcover, by very different methods, a figure of the 
bleffed Trinity in the faculties of the foul. Nor was 
Methodius fatisfied with finding a reprefentation of this 
myftery in the foul of every particular man, but alfo 
imagined he had difcovered it in the three firft perfons 
of the human race, viz. Adam, Eve, and their firft born 
fon, becaufe in them he found unbegotten begotten, and 
proceeding, as alfo unity of nature, and the origination 
of all mankind. But not to infift upon thefe, it is cer- 
tain, the rational, or intelletual, and immortal foul, fo 
long as it retained its original purity, was adorned with 
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the lively and refiilgent image of the father of {pirits, 
its eternal Creator; but afterwards, when it became 
polluted and ftained with fin, this image, though not 
immediately quite ruined, was, however, miferably ob- 
{cured and defaced. Itis true, the beautiful and erect 
frame of the human body, which gives it an advantage 
over all other creatures, and fome other external graces, 
that man poffefles, may poflibly be fome reflected rays 
of the divine excellence; but I fhould hardly callthem 
_the image of God: as St. Ambrofe well’ obferves, 
«¢ How can flefh, which is but earth, be faid to be made 
after the image of God, in whom there is no earth at 
all? and fhall we be faid to be like God, becaufe we 
are of a higher rank than fheep and dogs *.” 

The dominion over the reft of the creatures, which 
man enjoys, is a kind of faint fhadow of the abfolute 
and unlimited fway of the fupreme Majefty of heaven 
and earth. I dare not, however, venture to fay, it is 


_ that image, of which we are fpeaking ; but, as thofe 


who draw the piture of a king, after laying down the 
lineaments of the face and body, ufe to add the purple 
robe, and other enfigns of royalty, this dominion may 
- certainly fupply the place of thefe, with regard to this 
image of God onman. But the lively colours, in which 
the image itfelf are drawn, are ‘¢ Purity, fays Nyffen, 
abfence of evil, underftanding, and fpeech f.” For 


* Caro terra eft, qui dicatur ad imaginem Dei fata cum in Deo 
- terra non fit? et an eo Dei fimiles dicemur, quia damulis atque ovi- 
‘bus celfiores fumus ? 
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even the eternal fon, and the wifdom of the father, 
feems to be intended by the philofophers under the term 

of the creating mind * ;” and by the divine apoftle 
John, he is called the Word: to thefe we have very 
good ground to add charity, as nothing can’ be named 
that renders man liker to God +; for “‘ God is love, 
and the fountain of it {.”? It is true, charity. is a va- 
luable difpofition of the mind, but it alfo difcovers itfelf , 
in the frame of the human body; for man was made 
quite defencelefs, having neither horns, claws, nor fting, 
but naked and harmlefs, and, as it were, entirely form- 
ed for meeknefs, peace, and charity. 

The fame author, {peaking of the image of God on 
man, exprefies himfelf as follows, «‘ Wherefore that 
you may be like God, exercife liberality and benefi- 
cence, ftudy to be innocent, avoid every crime, fubdue 

all the motions of fin—conquer all the beafts that are 
within you. What, you will fay, have I beafts within 
me? Yes, you have beafts, and a vaft number of them. 
And that you may not think I intend to infult you, is 
anger an inconfiderable beaft, when it barks in your 
heart? What is. deceit, when it lies hid in a cunning 
mind, is it nota fox? Is not the man, who is furioufly 
bent upon calumny, afcorpion ? Is not the perfon, who 
is eagerly fet on refentment and revenge, a moft vene-. 
mous viper? What do you fay of a covetous man, is he 
‘not a ravenous wolf? And is not the luxurious man, as 
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the prophet expreffes it, a neighing horfe? Nay, there 
isno wild beaft but is found within us; arid do you 
_confider yourlelf as Lord and Prince of the wild beatts, 
becaufe you command thofe that are* without, though 
you never think of fubduing, or fetting bounds to thofe 
that are within you? What advantage have you by 
your reafon, which enables you to overcome lions, if, 
after all, you yourfelf are overcome by anger ? To what 
purpofe do you rule over the birds, and catch them 
with gins, if you yourfelf, with the inconftancy of a 
bird, are hurried hither and thither, and fometimes fly- 
ing high, are enfnared by pride, fometimes brought 
down, and catched by pleafure? But as it is fhameful 
for him, who rules over nations, to bea flave at home, 
and for the man, who fits at the helm of the ftate, to 
be meanly fubjected to the beck of a contemptible har- 
lot, or even of an imperious wife; will:it not be, in 
like manner, difgraceful for you, who exercife domi-. 
nion over the beafts that are without you, to be fubje& 
to a great many, and thofe of the worft fort, that roar 
and domineer in your-diftempered mind * ?” 

I fhall, laft of all, here fubjoin, what fome of the an- 
cients have obferved, viz. that the nature of the human 
foul, as it lies hid out of fight, and to us quite unknown, 


* wn > id av a ' \ ° , ‘ : 
Oro sy o401Ge ton Sia THs xpusornles, Mia Ths & veEinanias, Dia Xoty 
’ BPA aN 4 tan ~ , 4 H ; <j 
YUN [KkaoTFOVNOS a x, xalaxealuy Twy TaQwy Tw 2ydov, AONE Saplove Th 
ae <4 Le xeghata: J at 7 > > \ Ui ‘ 4 \ 
6uy Epsis, Eyw Qnpiae EXw EV EUMUTY 5 HX, UveIe TOALY On Aoy éy cot Supt 
a NN oh ’ TILE AEE lan 
EXEIT, 1G AN UOPYY vOLAIT AS Esvanb TO AEAOAEVVOYe Tlogoy Snptoy esiv 6 bipos 


r (a 
oray vAauln TH naedia, KC. 


LECT. XI.) OF THE CREATION OF MAN, POT 

 Seabietibetiaba refemblance'to that of God, who is © 
himfelf unfearchable and paft finding out *.- 

But when we-have well confidered all thefe: Rei 
and the many other thoughts of this kind, that may oc- 
curs. may we not cry out, how furprifing and fhocking 
is the madnefs and folly of mankind! the far gréater 
part whereof, as if they had quite forgot their original 
and native dignity, ‘difparage themfelves fo far, as to _ 
purfue the meaneft objects, ‘and spcvinaits ee 
themfelves in mud. 

The words of Epidetus are divine, and have a won- 
derful favour of piety: “ You go to the city of Olym- 
pia, fays he, to fee fome of the works of Phidias; but 
-you have no ambition to convene, in order to under- | 
ftand, and look at thefe works, which may be feen 
without travelling at all. ‘Will you never underftand 
what you are, nor why you were brought into the 
world ; nor, finally; what that is which you have now 
an opportunity to view and contemplate +??? And in 

_another place, ‘‘ For if we were wife, what have we elfe © 
to do, both in public and in private, but to praife and 
celebrate the deity, and to return our thanks to him? 
Ought we not, while we are digging, plowing, and eat- 
ing, to fing to God this hymn? Great is the Lord, 
who has provided us with thefe neceffaries of life, &c. 
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_. As for you, young gentlemen, I would have you to 
be fenfible of the honour and dignity of your original 
{tate, and to be deeply impreffed with the indignity and 
difgrace of your nature, now fallen-and vitiated; and 
dwell particularly upon the contemplation of it. Suffer 
notthe great honour and dignity of tthe human race, 
which is to know:the eternal and invifible’God, tovac- 
knowledge him, love him, and worfhip him, to decay 
and die away within you: this, alas! is the way of the 
far greater part of the world; but do:you live.in con- 


tinual remembrance of your original, and affert your 
claim to heaven, as being originally from it, and foon 


to return to it again. 


TECTURE Atco go 


Of Providence. 


> 


YHE doctrines, we have been handling, are ie great 


fupports of faith, piety, and the whole of reli- 
gion; wherefore it is moft juft, that the zeal and care 
of the {cholars fhould concur with that of their teachers, 
to have them well fecured in the mind and affections : 
_ “ For a weak foundation,” as the lawyers obferve, “is 
_ the ruin of the work *.” There are two principal pil- 


* Debile emim fundamentum fallit opus. 
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lars, and, as it were, the Jachin and Boaz of thie living 
temples of God, which the apottle to the Hebrews lays - 
~ down in thefe words: “He, that cometh to God,” ' 
under which expreffion is comprehended every devout 
affection, and every act of réligious worthip) * muft 
believe that Gon is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently feek him.” eet, 
That God is,” not only implies, that he is anata 
and felf-exiftent; but alfo, that he is, to all other be-. 
ings, the fpring and fountain of what they are, and what 
they have, and, confequently, that he is the wife and 
powerful Creator of angels and men, and even of the 
whole univerfe; this is the firft particular, “ that God 
is.” The fecond, “ that he isa rewarder of them that 
diligently feek-him,” afcertains the providence and go- 
vernment of God, exemplified in its moft eminent ef- 
fect, with regard to mankind. . For providence extends 
further than this, and comprehends in it a conftant 
prefervation and fupport of all things vifible and invifi- 
ble, whether in heaven or earth, and the fovereign go- 
vernment and difpofal of them. Mechanics, when 
they have completed houfes, fhips, and other works 
they have been engaged in, leave them to take their 
fate inthe world, and, for the moft part, give them- 
{elves no further trouble about the accidents that may. 
befalthem. But the fupreine architect, and wife Cre- 
ator, never forfakes the works of his hands, but keeps 
his arms continually about it, to preferve it; fits at , 
the helm to rule and govern it ; is himfelf in every part 
of it, and fills the whole with his prefence. So great 
P 
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a fabric could not poflibly ftand, without foe gars | 
‘dian and tuler; nor can this’ be any | other than’ th 
Creator himfelf: for who cat pay a greater regard to 
_. it, fapport it more effectually, or goverti it with greater 
wifdom, than he who made it? “ Nothing can be more 
' perfe& than God, therefore ‘itis neceflary the world 
fhould be governed by him *,”) fays Cicero. And, 
“they who take away providerice, though they ac- 
knowledged Gop in words, in fa& deny him +.” 
If we believe that all things were produced-out. of 
nothing 3. the confequence is, that by the fame power- 
ful hand that created them, they mutt be preferved and 
fupported, to keep them from falling back into their 
primitive nothing. It muft be alfo owned, that, by the 
fame powerful hand, the regular motions of the ftars, 
the contexture of the elementary world, the various 
kinds of creatures, and the uninterrupted fucceffion of : 
their-generations, are continued and preferved. Nor 
is divine providencé to be confined within the heavens, 
or in the lower world reftrained to the care of generals, ’ 
in oppofition to individuals; although the paripatetic 
{chool inclined too much to this opinion, ard, even the 
matter of that fchool, Arifetle himfelf, in his often 
quoted book, if it really be his, de Mundo. \ For, that 
providence extends to all things in this lower globe, 
from the higheft to the loweft, and comprehends within 
its {phere particular, as well as general things, the leaft 
* Nihil Deo preftantius, ab eo igitur regi neceffe eft. Cic. 


+ Qui providentiam tegens, verbis licet Deum ae reipfa 
tollunt. 


LECT, XUL. OF DIVINE) PROVIDENCE. ie 
as wellias. the greateft, is confirmed not only by the | 
doétrine-of the facred {cripture, but alfo- by the tefti- 
mony of all found philofophy, poe 
Therefore, in maintaining the doétrine of hues 


- 1ft, ;we-affirm, that the eternal mind: has: an abfolute — 


and perfect knowledge of. all things in general, and 
eyery fingle one in particular ; nor does he fee only 
thofe that are a€tually prefent, as they appear in their 
order upon the ftage of the world; but at one view 
comprehends all that are paft, as well as to come, as if 
they were all actually prefent before bimi* 2". This 
the ancient philofopher Thales is faid to have afferted 
exprefsly, even with regard to the hidden motions, and 


- moft fecret thoughts of the human mind; for being © 


afked, ‘¢ If any one, that does evil, can conceal it 
from: God? He anfwered, no, not even his evil 
thoughts }.”” Nothing is left unprovided for, fays St. 
Bafil, nothing is overlooked by God; his watchful eye 
fees all things, he is prefent every where, to give falva- 
tion to all {.” Epidetus has alfo fome very divine 
thoughts upon this fubject §.. | 
And here, was any one to reflect ferioufly on. shies 
yaft number of affairs, that are conftantly in agitation - 
in one province, or even in one city, the many political 
fchemes and puojedia,;the multiplicity of law matters, — 
“# TaD toile ra? “ia oat tall 
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the ftill greater number of family-affairs, and all-the - 
particulars comprehended under fo many general heads, 
hewould be amazed and over-powered with thethoughts 
of a knowledge fo incomprehenfibly extenfive. .°' This 
_ was the very thought which excited the ‘divine ‘Pfal- 
mift’s admiration, and made him cry out with wonder 
and aftonifhment, “ Such knowledge is too wonderful 
for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it *.7?)° | 
2dly, He not only knows all things, and takes no- 
tice of them, but he alfo rules and governs them: 
«¢ He hath done whatever he pleafed" in the ‘heavens 
and the earth, fays the Pfalmift :” and,.‘* He worketh 
all things, fays the Apoftle, according to! the counfel 
of his own will:”? he does all things according to his 
pleafure ; ; but that pleafure is influenced byhisreafon, 
all things abfolutely ; but yet all things with ee 
eft juftice, fanétity, and prudence. 6) 0) ots 
He views and-governs the actions of men in‘a parti- 
cular manner ; he hath given him a law ;he hath pro- 
pofed rewards, and annexed punifhments to enforce it, 
and engage man’s obedience. And having difcovered, 
as it were, an extraordinary concern about him, when 
he made him, as we have obferved upon the words, 
‘¢ Let us make man ;”’ in like manner, he ftill conti- 
nues to maintain an uncommon good will towards him ; 
‘and, fo to fpeak, an anxious concern about him: fo 
‘ that one ‘of the ancients moft juftly ~called man, 
“¢ God’s favourite creature.” And he fpoke much to 
the purpofe, who faid, “* God is neither. a lover of 


‘ 


* Pfal, cxxxix. 6. 
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horfes) ‘nor of birds, but of mankind *.”? With regard 
to. the. juttice of the fupreme government of provi- 


enccaainaiagade bevaty a — deal, even in the ancient 


— avi 


1 Kishor ee Lins Eichylus, hank reignett i in. 


eecsneils takeft notice of the rafh and wicked ace 
tions of:gods and men. Thy care even extends to the 
wild beafts, thou obferves the wrongs done cee and 
fecures their privileges +.” 


- Though juftice, fays Euripides, comes late, it is_ 


ftill juftice ; -it lies hid, as it were, in ambufh, till it 
finds an opportunity to inflict due Saget — 
the wicked man *.”’ 


»  Doft:thou think, ree ZEfchylus, to get the better 7 


-of the divine’ knowledge, and ‘that juftice ftands at a 
diftance from the-human race? She is near at hand, 
and fees without being feen; fhe knows who ought to 
be punifhed ; but when fhe will fuddenly fall upon the 
wicked, that thou knoweft not f. d 

“The weight of juftice, fays the fame author, in 
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another place, falls upon fome quickly i in the day-time; : 
it lies in wait for fome fins till the twilight ; 3 thelonger — 
it is delayed, the feverer the punithment 5: accordingtys 
-fome are configned to.etermal might 0) ion olen 
There are two difficulties, however, on. Biles iy . 
which are not eafily folved. it, The fuccefs that 
commonly attends the wicked i in. this world, and. the 
evil to which the good are expofed, On this fubjea,.. 
even the philofophers, pleading the caufe of God, 
which, if we take their word, they thought a matter. 
of no great difficulty, advanced a great. many things, 
Sogeue tells us, ‘* There is a fettled friendfhip, nay, a 
near relation and fimilitude between | God and good 
men ; he is even their father ; but, in their education, 
he inures them to hardfhips: when therefore you fee. 
them ftruggling with difficulties, fweating, and employ- 
ed in up-hill work; while the wicked, on the other. 
hand, are in high fpirits, and {wim in pleafures 5 con- | 
fider, that we are pleafed. with modefty in our children, 
and forwardnefs in our flaves: the former we keep 
under by fevere difcipline, while: we encourage impu- 
dence in the latter. ’ Be perfuaded, that God takes. the 
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_ fame method; he does not pamper the good man with 
_, délicious fare, but tries him ; he accuftoms him to hard- 
3 ~~ and, which i isa wonderfal expreffion i in a heathen, 
‘PREPARES HIM FOR HiMsELt*.” And in another 
place, * Thofe luxurious perfons, whom he feems to 
indulge and to fpare, he referves for evils to come.: 
For you are miftaken, if you think any one excepted; 
the man, who has been long fpared, will at laft have 
_ his portion of mifery ; and he, that feemis to have been 
difmiffed, is only delayed for a timet,? and a vatt 
deal more to this purpofe. The fame fort of fenti- 
thents we meet with in Plutarch: “* God takes the 
fame method, fays he, with ‘good rien, that teachers 
do with their fcholars, when they exa€& more than — 
ordinary of thofe children, of whom they have’ the 
greatett hépes f 2? And it is a noble thought, which 
we’ meet with in the fate author, “ If he, who tranf 
. * Inter bonos viros ac Deum eft; amicitias imo néceflitudo, et 
fimilitudo, imo ille eorum pater, fed durius eos educat, eum itaq $ 
eos videris laborare, fudare, et ardum afcendere, malos autem lafci- 
vire, et voluptatibus fluere, cogita, filiorum nos modeftin delectare, - 
vernularum licentia: illos difciplina triftiori contineri, horum ali’ 
audaciam. Idem tibi de Dro liqueat, bonum virum deliciis non 
‘Imnutrit, experitur, indurat, et s1B1 ILLUM PRAPARAT. 

+ Eos autem quibus indulgere videtur, quibus parcere; molles 


yenturis malis fervat. Erratis enim fi quem judicatis exceptum, 


veniet ad illum diu fe felicem fua portio. Et qui videtur dimiffusefle, 


delatus eft. Sen. de Gubern. Mundi. 
+ Hance rationem Devs fequitur in bonis virls, quam in difcipulis 


fuis préceptores, qui plus laboris ab iis exigunt, in quibus certior 


{pes eft. Plut aeg/ ray Readeus THawexntvur. 
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grefles in the morning, fays he, is punifhed in the even- 
ing, you will not fay that, in this cafe, juftice is flow; 
but to God one, or even feveral ages, are but as one _ 
day *.”” . How near is this to St. Peter’s iad on the ~ 
fame fubje&t t? ae 

2dly, The other point upon this fabjett, which per- 
plexes men fond of controverfy, and is perplexed by 
them, is how to reconcile human liberty with divine’ 
. providence, which we have taken notice of before. 
But to both thefe difficulties, and to all others, that 
may occur upon the fubject, I would oppofe the faying 
of St. Auguftine, “ Let us grant that hecan do fome 
things which we cannot underftand {.” 

- What a melancholy thing would it be: to live in a 
world where anarchy reigned? It would certainly bea - 
-woful fituation to all; but more, efpecially, to the beft, 
and moft inoffenfive part of mankind. It would have 
been no great privilege to have been born into a world 
without God, and without providence; for if there 
was no fupreme ruler of the world, then undoubtedly 
the wickednefs of men would reign without any curb 
or impediment, and the great and powerful would un- 

- avoidably devour the weak and helplefs, “ as the great 
fithes often eat up the finall, and the hawk makes ha- 
‘voc among the weaker birds §.” 


* Si qui mane peccavit, vefpere puniatur, tardum hoe non dies, 
at Deo feculum, vel etiam plura fecula ‘pro die uno. 5; 

+ 2. Pet. iii. 8. ss 

} Demus illum aliquod facere, et nos non poffe intelligere, 
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“Tt may be objected, that this frequently happens, _ 
evéri in'the prefent world, as appears from the p prophe- 
Giés of Habakkuk *: but the prophet, ‘immediately 
_ after, afferts, that there is a fupreme power, which 
holds the reins in the midft of thefe irregularities ; and, 
though they are fometimes permitted, yet there is a 
déterminate time appointed for fetting all things to 
rights again, which the juft man expects, and, till it 
comes, lives by faith t. Some paflages of Arifton’s 
Iambics are admirable to this purpofe. 

~ «' A. Be patient ; for God ufes to fupport aay 
men, flich as you are, in a remarkable manner: and 
unlefs thofe, who act in a becoming manner, are to 
receivé fome great reward, to what purpofe is it, pray, 
to ‘Gallivate piety any longer? JB. I with that may be - 
the ‘ale; 5 but I too often fee thofe, who conform them- 
félvés ‘to’ the rules of piety and virtue, oppreffed by 
calamity ;” while thofe, who mind nothing but what 
they are prompted to by private intereft and profit, 
thtive’‘and flourifh much better than we. 4. For the 
prefent it'is fo, indeed ; but it becomes us to look a 
great way forward, and wait till the world has com: 
pleted its full revolution ; for it is by ‘no means true, 
that this life is entirely under the dominion of blind 
chance, or fortune, though many entertain this wicked 
notion; and the corrupt part of mankind, from this 
confideration, encourage themfelves in immorality : 


* Hab. cap. i. 
+ Ibid. cap. ii. 


138 | OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE. LECT, XIll. 
but the virtues’of the good will meet with a proper re- 
ward, and the wicked will be punifhed for their crimes ; 
for nothing happens without the will of heaven *.”’ 

_ ‘What’ the poets fometimes advance concerning a fu- 

preme fate, which governs all things, they often afcribe 
to'God ; though now and then they forget themfelves, 
and fubject even the fupreme Being to their fate, as 
the Stoic’ philofophers did alfo: but poflibly they both ‘ 
had 4 found meaning, though it was couched under 
words that found a little harfh; and this*meaning now 
and then breaks forth, particularly when they celebrate 
God, for difpofing all things, by an eternal: law, ac- 
cord. ng to’ his‘own good pleafure, and thereby make 
_ him the fupreme and’ univerfal governor, fubjeét to no 
other, but; in‘fome refpea, to himfelf, or to his de- 
creess which, if you underftand them ina found fenfe, 
is all that they can mean by their o¢érarx, and their 
ro dusreanien The fame judgment is to be paffed with 
regard to what we find faid about fortune; for either 
that word fignifies nothing at all; or you muft under- 
ftand by it the fupreme mind, freely difpofing of all 
things; and this is very clearly attefted by the follow- 
ing excellent vérfes of Menander. 

** Ceafe to improve your minds, for the mind of 
man is nothing at all. The government of all things 
is folely in the hands of fortune ; whether this fortune 
be a mind, or the fpirit of God, or whatever elfe it is, 
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it carries all before it; human Tieden but a va- 
pour, a mere trifle, Be ee ae Ea GPE SCRYS 
‘We have alfo.a great many proofs, stasly in. the opis! 
ion of the old poets, fate and fortune were precifely 
the fame; one inftance whereof we meet with in the 
following paflage, “ Fortune and fate, Pericles, are 
the givers of all that man enjoyst.”. -- 4) 
~ And, inftead of the terms fate and fortune,, ae. 
fometimes ufed the word neceffity. Butallthefe were 
but other names, though ill-chofen, for providence. 
Euripides, having faid a great deal concerning fate or 
neceflity, at laft refolves the whole into this ¢ .** Jupiter 
executes, with thee, all.he had decreed before t.”’ ). 
And Homer’s words are-very remarkable: “ Jupiz 
ter, fays he, increafes or diminifhes the valour of men, 
as he thinks proper; for he is the moft powerful of 
AG? | ae iri 
And in another place, ** Jove, from Olytnplis ait 
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tributes happinefs to good. dnd bad. men in general, and 


as one in: particular, as he himfelf thinks proper*.” 

. Let us,’ therefore, look. upon .Godas.our father, 
and venture to. truft- him with our all; letius afk and 
beg of ‘him: what we want, and look for fupplies from 
no other quarter.’ This the indulgent father in Terence 
defired, and much’ more our: heavenly father,.And 
furely every thing is better conduéted by ardutiful love 
and confidence, than by an ignoble and fervile fear ; 
and we are very injurious both to him and ourfelves, 
when we think not, that all things, on his part, are ma- 
naged with the greateft goodnefs and bounty. It is a 
true teft of religion and. obedience, when, with ho- 
nourable thoughts, and a firm confidence in our father, 


~ we abfolutely,depend upon: him, and ferve him froma 


principle of love.. ‘‘ Be not, fays Augutftine, a froward 
boy, in the houfe of the beft of fathers ; loving him 
when he is fond of ‘thee, and hating him when he gives 
thee chaftifement ; -as if, in both cafes, he did not in- 
tend to’ provide an inheritance for thee +.” If we 
fuppofe:this providence to be the wifeft and. the beft, 
it is neceflary that, in every inftance, our wills fhould 
be perfeétly fubmiflive to its defigns; otherwife we 
prefer our own pleafure to the will of heaven, which 
pe very unnatural. St, Aunguttinggo on the ie 
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fion,: upright i in heart, which we frequently. meet with 


in the Pfalms, makes an ‘excellent -obfervation ; “If 
_you chearfully embrace, fays he, the divine, will in 
fome things, but in others would rather. prefer, your 
own, you are crooked in heart, and would not, have 
_ your crooked inclinations conformed-to his upright in- 
" tentions, but, on the contrary, would bend his upright 


will to yours *, Vosp wiolb id" sueaii aud iba side 
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t is acknowledged, that en see of the gok, 


pelis exceeding agreeable, and perfectly, anfwers 


its original name, which fignifies good tidings. How 
_ much {weeter is this joyful news, than the moft ravifh- 
ing and delightful concerts of, mufic?. Nay, thefe are 
‘the bet tidings that were ever heard in any age of the 
world! O happy fhepherds, to whom this news was 


x 


fent down from heaven! Ye, to be fure, though watch-- 


ing in the fields, expofed to the feyere cold of the night, 


were in this more happy than kings, that flept at their 
eafe in gilded beds, that the wonderful nativity of the 


* Si voluntatem divinam in quibufdam amplecteris in aliis tuam — 


pall ai curvus es corde, et non vis curvam tuam voluntatem ad illius 


-yeCtam dirigere, fed illius ream vis ad tuam curvam incuryare. 
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fupreme King, begotten from eternity, that nativity, 
which brought falvation to the whole world, was  firlt, 
communicated to you, and juft at the time it happened. ) 
“¢ Behold, fays the angel, I bring you glad tidings of 
great joy, which fhall be to all people; for unto you 
is born this day a Saviour *,”” And immediately a 
great company of the heavenly hoft joined the angel, 
and in your hearing fung, ‘ Glory to God in the high- 
eftt.’? And indeed, in the ftricteft truth, “¢ A moft 
extraordinary child was fent down from the lofty hea- 
vens, Sic. 1%. | 
Whence. alfo his name was feat down alang with » 
him, ‘ His name. fhall be, called, Jefus, for he. fhall 
fave his people from their fins. O. fweet name of... 
Jefus, fays. St. Bernard, honey i in, the mouth, melody.. 
in the ears, and healing to the heart.’ .This.is the 
Saviour, who, though, we were fo miferable; and fo. 
juftly miferable, yet would not fuffer us to perifh quite... 
Nor did he only put on,our nature, but alfo our fins ; 
that is, in a legal fenfe, our guilt being transferred to, 
him; whence we not only read, * that the word was.. 
‘made fleth § ;” but alfo “ that he was made fin. for. 
us, who knew no fin | ;’? and even, as we have it. ins 
the epiftle to the Galatians, that he was made a cur/e;, 
q, that from him an eternal blefling and felicity might 
be derived to us, The fpotlefs' lamb of God bore our, 
fins, that were devolved upon him; by thus bearing), 
® Luke ii.10, We) fo VOOR aRe a TA, 
} Jam nova progenies czlo demittitur alto, &c. Virg. Ecl. 
§ John. i. 14. || 2 Cor. v. 12. q Gal. iii. 
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aa ile a tas! over Hear And Raw won- 
detful is the gradation of the bleffings he procured for 
us; he not only delivered us from a prifon and death, 
but prefents us with a kingdom ; according to that of 
the Pfalmift, “ Who redeemeth thee from deftruc- 
tion; who crowneth thee with loving kindnefs and 
tender mercies *, et 

‘Pbelieve there is none fo ftupid or infenfible, as to 
réfufe that thefe tidings are very agreeable and pleafing 
to the ear. But we may, not without fome reafon, 
fufpee ‘of ‘the greateft part of nominal chriftians, who 
commonly receive thefe truths with great applaufe, 
that it may ‘be faid to them, without any injuftice, 
<6\"What' is all this to you?’ Thefe privileges are 
truly great and manifold, and indifferently dire@ted.to_ 
all, to whom they are preached, unlefs they reject 
them, and fhut the door againft happinefs. offering to 
come in! and this is not only the cafe of a great part 
of mankind, but they alfo impofé upon themfelves by 
falfe hopes, as if it were enough to hear of thefe great 
bléffings, and dream themfelves happy, becaufe thefe 
founds had,reached their ears. But O unhappy men! 
what will all thefe immenfe ‘riches fignify to you, I 
mult indeed fay, if you are not allowed to ufe them, 
but rather, if you know not how to ‘avail habe: of 
them? 

I therefore eaiaiihs with that thefe words of the 


* Pal. ctiis 
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gofpel ‘were well fixed in your minds: ‘ He was‘int 
the world, and the world was made by him, and the 
world knew him not. He came into his own, and 
his own received him not; but as many as received 
him, to them gave hé power to become the fons of 
God *.” | 3 

In hit all the treafares of itteoe and knowledge 
are hid, and without him there is nothing but empti- _ 
nefs; “ becaufe in him all fulnefs doth dwell.” But 
what advantage can it be to us to hear thefe riches of 
our Jefus fpoke of at great length, and to excellent 
purpofe, or even to {peak of them ourfelves, if, all the 
while, we talk of them as a good foreign to us, and in 
which we have no concern, becaufe our hearts are not 
yet open to receive him. What, pray, would the moft 
accurate defcription of the Fortunate iflands, as they 
are called, or all the wealth of the Indies, and the new 
world, with its golden mines, fignify to a poor man 
half naked, {truggling with all the rigours of cold and 
hunger? fhould one, in thefe circumftances, I fay; 
hear or read of thefe immenfe treafures; or fhould 
any one deferibe them to him in the moft ftriking 
manner, either by word of mouth, or with-the advan- 
tage of an accurate pen ; ‘can it be doubted, but this 
empty difplay of riches, this phantom of wealth and 
affluence, would make his fenfe of want and mifery the 
more intolerable; unlefs it be fuppofed, that defpair 
had already reduced him to a’ ftate of infenfibility ? 


#* Jones 10,11, 12. 
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of this rales ses sick, Fes it ae no Sako is this, 
that there is-none_o of them, who. is not; miferable by 
; choice, “ by and. a bhaeae in, the. midft. of the greatelt 
wealth,’ > and not only miferable by choice, but obftis 
nately fo, from an invincible and diftrated fondnefs 
for the immediate caufes of his mifery :‘* For who 
but a, downright. madman would reject fuch golden 
offers Sesh Avs | : 
ao! give a brief. oe sae Gate of oe aie to thofe, 
that, fincerely. and with all, their. hearts. receive him, 
Chri ift is-all, things ; to. thofe that receive him, not, no- 
thing... For, how can any good, however, fuitable or 
extenfiye, be actually enjoyed ;.or, indeed; any fuch 
‘enjoyment . conceived, , without fome kind. of union bes 
tween that. good, and. the perfon fuppofed: to ftand in 
need of, it?‘ Behold, fays the Pfalmift, all thofe, 
that.are.. far. from thee, fhall perifh.’? lan'EQ be united to 
God, is the great, and the only good of mankind; and 
the.only means of this union is. Jefus, in, whatever fenfe 
you take.it: he ought truly to be called. the union of 
unions , who, that he might.with the greater confiften- 
cy,.and the more clofely unite our fouls..to. God, did 
not.difdain:to unite himfelf to. a human. body. . 
» The. great..bufinefs of .our life, therefore, young 
Gentlemen; is this acceptance of Chrift, and this infe- 
: parable ‘union with him, which we are now recom- 
ee a Thrice. Pappy» and. more than thrice happy 


-* Quis enim nifi mentis inops oblattam hoc uk aurum ? 


’ 
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are they, who are joined with him in this undivided 
union, which no complaints, nor éven the day of death 
can diffolve; nay, the laft day is happy above all other 

days, for this very reafon, that it fully and finally com- 
" pletes this union, and is fo far from diffolving it, that 
it renders it abfolutely perfect and everlafting. — 

But that it may be-coeval with eternity, and laft for 
ever, it is abfolutely neceffary that this union fhould 
have its beginning in this fhort and fleeting life. And, 
pray, what hinders thofe of us, that have not entered 
into this union before, to enter into it without delay? 
Seeing the bountiful Jefus not only rejects none that 
come unto him, but alfo offers himfelf to all that do 
not wilfully reje&t him, and ftanding at the door, ear- 


fi \ neftly begs to be admitted. O! “ why do not thefe 


everlafting doors open, that the king of glory may 
~ enter *,”’ and reign within us? Nay, though he were 
to be fought in a far country, and with great labour, 
why fhould we delay, and what unhappy chains detain 
us? why do we not, after fhaking them all off, and 
even ourfelves, go as it were out of ourfelves, and feek 


' him inceffantly till we find him? then rejoicing over 
him, fay with the heavenly fpoufe, ‘I held him, and 


would not let him go ;”” and further add, with the fame 
{fpoufe, that blefled expreflion, ‘“* My beloved is mine, 
and I am his.” And, indeed, this propriety is always 
reciprocal. No man truly receives Jefus, that does 
not, at the fame timg,. deliver up himfelf wholly to 


* Pfal. xxiv. 
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him. Among all the advantages we purfue, there is 
‘nothing comparable to this’ exchange. Our gain is 
immenfe from both, not only from the acceptance of 
_ him, but alfo from furrendering ourfelves to him: fo 
long as this is delayed, we are the moft abject flaves : 


when one has delivered himfelf up to Chrift, then and ” 


then only he is truly free, and becomes mafter of him- 
felf. Why fhould we wander about to no purpofe ? 

To him let us turn our eyes, on him fix our thoughts, 
that he, who is ours by the donation of the Father, 
and his own free gift, may be ours by a chearful and 
joyous acceptance. As St. Bernard fays on thefe words 
of the prophet, “* To usa child is born, to usa fon is 
given. Let us therefore make ufe of what is ours, 
faith he, for our own advantage *.”” So then, let 
him be ours by pofe/fon and ufet, and let us be his 
for ever, never forgetting how dearly he has bought us. 


* Puer natus eft nobis, filius nobis datus eft. Utamur, inquit, 
noftro in utilitatem noftram. 


t ulnces.x, xpaces. 
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‘ 


LECTURE XV. 
Of REGENERATION. 


YB XHE Platonifts divide the world into two, the fen- 
fible and intellectual world; they imagine the 

one to be the type of the other, and that fenfible and 
fpiritual things are ftamped, as it were, with the fame | 
ftamp or feal. Thefe fentiments are not unlike the no- 
tions, which the mafters of the cabaliftical doétrine 
among the Jews, concerning God’s /ephiroth and feal, 
wherewith, according to them, all the worlds, and 
every thing in them, are ftamped or fealed; and thefe 
are probably near akin to what Lord Bacon of Veru- 
lam calls his parallela fignacula, and /ymbolizantes /che- 
matifmi. According to this hypothefis, thefe parables 
and metaphors, which are often taken from natural 
things to illuftrate fuch as are divine, will not be fimili- 
tudes taken entirely at pleafure ; but are often, ina 
_ great meafure, founded in nature, and the things them- 
felves. Be this as it may, that great change, which 
happens in the fouls of men by a real and effectual con- 
- verfion to God, is illuftrated in the holy {criptures by 
feveral remarkable changes both natural and civil, par- 
ticularly by @ deliverance from chains, prifon and fla- 
very ; by atranfition from one kingdom to another, and — 
from darknefs into light ; by a reftoration from déath to 
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_ Life; by a new ‘creation ; by amarriage ; and by adop- 
tion and regeneration. Concerning this great change, 
as it is reprefented under the laft of thefe figures, we 
propofe, with divine affiftance, to offer a few thoughts 
from thefe words of St. John’s gofpel, which we have 
already mentioned; ‘‘ to as many as received him, to 
them gave he power, or the privilege to become the 
fons of God *.’”’ Together with thefe words of our 
Saviour in another place of the fame gofpel, ** except 
a man be born again of water and of the fpirit, he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of God +.” 

If, indeed, we confider the nature and the original 
of man, it is not, without reafon, that. he is called the 
fon of Ged, according to that paflage, which the apof- | 
tle, in his fhort, but moft weighty fermon to the Athe- 
_ hiians, quotes from the poet Aratus, and at the fame 
time approves of, * for we are all his offspring {.”? 
Our firft parent, in St. Luke’s gofpel, is alfo exprefsly 
called the Son of God §, not only becaufe he was created . 
immediately by God, without any earthly father, but 
alfo on account of the divine image, that was originally 
imprefled upon the human nature. 

And this glorious title, which difinguithes him from. 
all other corporeal beings, he has in common with the 
angels, who are alfo fo called in feveral places of the 
book of Job ||. It is indeed true, to ufe the words of 


* John i. 12. + Ibid. ii. 3. 
T TS yap % yiv@ erpere 

§ Luke ii. ult. 

4] Job i. 6. and xxxviil. 7. 
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St. Bafil, “‘ That every piece of workmanfhip bears 
fome mark or character of the workman who made 
it *:’’ for I fhould rather chufe, in this cafe, to ufe the 
word mark or character than likene/s : but of man aur 
it is faid, “‘ Let us make him after our own image.” 

And this diftinGion is not improperly exprefled by the 
{choolmen, who fay, as we have already obferved, that 


‘all the other works of God are ftamped with the print | 
‘of his foot; but only man, of all the vifible creation, 


honoured with the image or likenefs of his face. And 
indeed, on account of this image or refemblance it is, 
that he is in dignity very nearly equal to the angels, 


though made inferior to them. Here it is to be ob- 


ferved, that this inferiority is but little, ““ Who was 
made, faith the Apoftle, a little lower than the an- 
gels [ :”’ fo that, with regard to his body, he is nearly 
related to the brute creatures, and only a little fuperior 
to them, with regard to temperament, and the beautiful 
elegance of his frame, but made out of the very fame 
materials, the fame moift and foft clay, taken from the 


‘bofom of their great and common mother; whereas, 


to ufe the words of the poet, ‘* The foul is the breath 


of God, which takes its rife from heaven, and is clofely 


united to his earthly body, like a light fhut up ina 
dark cavern {.” 
That ising part of the aes compofition derives ‘ 


* sav 10 tpyalousvoy Exe tive TS rénloy@. rumov. 
+ Heb. ii. 9. 
ft Fox D esly ann Oze 1 ntEw avelrn 
"Oupavin xSovioi, pa @. canny! xarvpbev. . Naz, de animae 
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its original from the father of fpirits, in the fame man- 
ner with thofe minifters of fire, who are not confined 
to corporeal vehicles ; ; concerning whom. the oracle, 
_ having acknowledged one fupreme and divine majefty, 
immediately fubjoins; ‘ and we angels are but. a {mall 
part of God*.” 

And with regard to this principle, which excells in 
man, which actually conftitutes the man, and on ac- | 
count of which he moft truly deferves that name, -he 
is a noble and divine animal ; and whatever fome fanci- 
ful and proud men may boaft, concerning their fami- 
lies, °¢ if we confider our original, and that God was 
the author of the human kind, none of ss s race 
can be called ignoble +.” 2% 

But if, on the other hand, we regard our woeful fall, 
which was the confequence of fin, we are all dege- 
nerate ; we have all fallen from the higheft honour 
into the greateft difgrace, and the deepeft gulph of all 
forts of mifery; we have given away our liberty and 
greatett dignity, i in exchange for the moft fhameful and 
moft deplorable bondage; inftead of a fons of God, - 
we are become the flaves of Satan; and if we now want 
to know to what family we belong, the Apoftle will tell 
us, That we are children of wrath, and lone of difo-' 
bedience {.” 

*® Muxpn de Ose wepls aiyyeAor mekise 

. + Si primordia noftra, 


Authoremq; Deum fpeées, ~ 
Nullus degener extat. | 
Boeth. de Conf. Phil. lib. ii, met. 6. 


f "yiot demeMeras 1 rexvxopynse Eph. i. 2, 3. 
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_ Baty, as.the.oyerflowing fountais i :of goodnels and 
bounty, did not.chufe that fo. noble, a,;monument ofthis, 
wifdom, Should be entirely ruined, by; this difmal, falls. 
could, any,one.be; more proper, to raife.it,up | again,,or) 
better qualified to reftore men to,the dignity. of the fons, 
of God,.than.his own eternal Son, whotis, the moft Petz 
fect andsexprefsiimage of the Father. , ‘Nor. does, this, 
glorious perfon decline the: fevere fervice : though»he., 
was)the fon. of his Father’s' love, the heir and-lordyof 
the. whole: univerfe;.thoygh hemight becalledthedes; 
light of .his:moft exalted Father,-and ‘of. all.blefled:; | 
fpirits,;and.now,,with the greateft juftice, the darling: 
of,the.human’ kind; yet he’ left, his Father’s: bofoms'; 
and, O wonderful condefcenfion!. became; the, fon-of:, 
man, that.men. might, anew, become the fons of God i» , 
whence-he is alfo-called: the; fecond: where becaufe hel 
recovered: all. that-was loft b by theifink.«o sls: sldersan 
‘That-all; who fincerely receive him, init again] 
admitted-into.the embraces of the Father; andno moreyi 
besgalled children of wrath,-he -himfelf fubmitted.to the: 
punifhment idue to our:difobedience’; andysby bearing.) 
it,sremoved. our, guilt, and. pacified juftice.:!) He alfori 
‘went into, the flames of divine wrath-to deliver, us ftom: 
them);.. and, by:aeplentiful: ftream. of ;his:moft:preciousys, . 
bloed,-quite extinguifhed them. He: likewifeitook ¢fiw 
fe@ual cate:that thofe; who :were now novlonger to:be)s{ 
called:children of wrath, thould alfo ceafe:to be childrenw 
of difobediences by. pouring out upon them a plentiful 
effufion of his fanctifying fpirit : that their-hearts: being 
thereby purged from all impure affeCtions, and the 
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love of earthly things, they might, under the irifluence 
of the fame good {pirit, chearfully- lead a life of fincere 
and univerfal obedience. _ Now, it cannot be doubted, 
that thofe, who are fo atted and conduéted by the di- 
vine fpirit, are truly the /ons of God. Whence that 
fpirit, whereby they call God their Father, and, with 


confidence apply to him as fuch, is called the Spirit of 


adoption. 

Moreover, this wonderful sebestiois is often called. 
adoption, not only to diftinguith it from the natural and 
incomparable dignity, which belongs to the only be- 
gotten Son; but alfo becaufe we, by no means, derive 
this privilege from nature, but abfolutely from the free 
donation of the Father, through the mediation of his 
only Son. We muft not, however, conclude from this, 
that this privilege has nothing more in it than an ho- 


~ nourable title, or, as they call it, an external relation. 


For it is not only infeparably connected with a real and 


internal change, but with a remarkable renovation, and, 
as it were, a transformation of all the faculties of the 
foul, nay, even of the whole man. You will accord- 
ingly find thefe words applied to this purpofe, by the 
apoftle Paul, in his epiftle to the Romans *. ‘And, to 
conclude, it is with a view to convince us, that, ead 


with the title of fons, the fpirit of God is given to 
lievers, and they are inwardly renewed thereby, ei 


we, fo often, in fcripture meet with this regeneration, 


‘ which is the fubje&t of our prefent difcourfe. 


If we confider the lives of men, we will be apt to 


* Rom. xii. 2. 


5 


154 OF REGENERATION, LECT. Xs 
imaging; that the generality of mankind, «who live in 
‘the world under the name of chriftians, think~it fuffiz 
cient for them’ to be called by this name, and dream of 
: nothing further. The common fort of mankind hear 
swith’ pleafure and delight of free remiffion of ‘fins, im-— 
puted righteoufnels, of the dignity of the fons of God, 
“-and'the éternal inheritance annexed to that. dignity ; 
but ‘when they are told, that repentance, a new heart, 
anda new life, contempt of the world, andthe plea- 
furés of the fleth, fafting and prayer, are ablolutely 
“neceflary fora chriftian,. ‘* Thefe are hard fayings, who 
catt bear them??? ‘Though at the fame:time, it muft be 
faid, that they, who do not regard thefe neceffary du- 
ties} will have no fhare inthe reward annexed to them, 
- °[here are many things which: diftinguifh this divine 
adoption from that which» obtains among: men.» 1ft, 
‘The former-is not an expedient to fupply the want of 
children, which is commonly the cafe among men} for 
God ‘has his only begotten Son; who is incomparably 
preferable tovali thé reft taken together, who is im: 
3 ‘mortal as. his Father; and)though, froma: principle of 
wonderful. humility, he condefcended to become mortal; 
andveven tovdie, yet he rofe. again from the:dead, and. 
liveth for ever: From him is derived all:that felicity, 
which our heavenly Father is pleafed- to. confer : ‘upon 
us, ut! of his mere.grace ‘and bounty, through the me- 
rits and mediation of his dear Son. And. is there any 
one, on whom this) felicity.is beftowed,; whoo wilbnot 
freely acknowledge himfelf tobe athe cn igang: of fo 
great an-honour.*? : gio Iscvoint Ise 


_* Haud equidem tali me dignor hqnore. Virg. AEneid i. 
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\)) Met fuch horiour has thé eternal: and inicomprehenfi- 


ble love of God’ condelcended- to beltow on Us, who 


 Brequite tnworthy and: tindéferving 5° and in this alfo, 


the diviie-adoption differs from,that which is cultomaiy 
among amen, who generally chufe’ the moft) deferving 
they'can meet with. But all thofe; whom’ God maketh 
choiee/of, are unworthy} ‘and fome éven are remark: 


ably fo. @dly,.Men generally. adopt but’ one a piece, 


or at moft a few ; but divine adoption admits into the 
heavenly family a moft numerous hoft, extending even 
unto ‘myriads, that Jefus,who is thé head of the family, 
‘e ‘may be the firft born among many brethreni’’ ‘And, 

Sdly, They are’all heirs; whence it is faid, an aslo iG 
place; *¢'That he might’ bring many: {otis into’ glory.’ tl 
Novis'the inheritance of any individual in the leaft 
diminifhed in. confequence of fo vatt'a miltitude of 
heirs’; forvit is an “inheritance in light, ‘and every one 
has the whole of -it.. “Nor do“ the ‘children. come into 


‘the:poffeffion of this: inheritance by ‘thé death of the - 


Father, but every one, when he: dies himifelf > for the 
Father'is immortal, and; according t6 the -apoitle; ‘the : 
-only'one that has’ immortality:;” ‘thats, in an abfo- 
lute; primary, and independent fenfe.. Nay, he himfelf 
is the eternal inheritance of his fons, ‘and death alone 


"brings ‘them into ‘his’ prefence, and adinits them into 


thefall’enjoyment of him! 4thly, Which I would have 
particularly obférved; this divine adoption is not a mat- 
ter dfimerelexternal honour, nor fimply the! befowing 
of tiches:and an inheritance 5 “butialways attended with 


‘a real internal change of the man himfelfy tova being 
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. oquite!different:from what he: was:beforéwhich is alfo 
dxecordeddm facred ‘Sctipture,»cohcerning Saul, when. 
-shewas anointed King) but this: human’ adoption=can 
iby:no:means perform... This Jaft, inithe choice of a 
yeproper object, juftly pays regard to merit; for though 
oithe:ticheft; and even the beft of men; may clotherichly 
_sthe' perfon whom, he: has thought proper ito: adopt, and 

oget himiinftruéted) in sthebeft principles:and: rules:of 

- scondudét; yet hé:cannot-effedtually diveft him of his in- 

omate difpofitions, or thofe manners that: have become 

‘onatural-by cuftom: he:cannot.form his mind tonoble 
-\aétions, nor plant within him:the principles of fortitude 
sand virtue, ei But-he;|that formed the: heart of man, 
ocvanivefornrit-at bis:pleafure sand this he actually does ; 
-owheneyer he: admits a perfonsinto:his royal familys he, 
jab thecfame stime,: éndows. chim, with royaland divine 
-ndifpofitions:; and, thereforé,:if he-honours;any:perfon — 
sywtith his love,sithat perfoni; thereby, becomes deferving ; 
-sBbecaule;!afrhe! was not fo before,s+he:makes himfoj;:-he 
oftamps:hisrowmimage:upon’ him, in:true,and lively: co- 

_ idoursg:and}as he is» holy .himfelf, he makes: him: holy 
_ -slikewife!s:Hencedtlis, that:this heavenly adoption’ is 
eohonlefs! properly, truly,: /OK” eegituabn mM) nn the; facred 
Ba ees ediled ségenénation ts, Gus. si to aciasn 

soAnnd ‘though a Jews, anda: srkeitateri doétor of \the 

. - ewith law, excepted againft this dogtriney wher it was 

" propofed to: him under this name; -yetisicither: allsof 

that nation, nor even the Gentile. philofophers, were 
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clguite Amacquaintéd-with itv! sRabbidffael-calls'the pro- _ 
rfelytesy mew-borno Jews, And: thefe:“paflages, which 
sawefrequently meet with, concerning the feed: of Abra- 
© hamyiand in the prophets) concerning the: numerois 
gonvertsithat:were to be made to the church; :are by 

‘their Rabbinsy andthe Chaldee:paraphraft} applied ‘to 
o:this fpiritual generation, which they believed would 're- 
‘omarkablystake place in: the days of the Mefliah; \par- © 
-oticularlysthefe two paflages in the Pfalms, in one where- 
osof the fpiritual fons:of the church’ are:compared to: the 
»|dvops'ofithe morning dew, >not only’ on \account sof 
eats celeftiak purity, but alfo: ‘with regard towhe vatt mul- 
_otitude ofthem: ) Somecof).thefe: doors alforiobferve, 
: that the number of profelytes:would bei fo:great inthe 
daysiofthe Meflidh; that the church; omitting: thé :ce- 
seremony:of \a’circumcifion, would receive them-intoxits 
«bofomsand initiate:them, by abhution or baptifm.::Con- 
¢ werning'this srenovation:of the minds: PhiloJudeus fays 
orexprefsly, «4¢ God: who-is unbegottenr hitnfelf, and:be- 
-ogetsall things, fows this feeds/as-it-were,-with-his own | 
yihand,:8cc.:$.”” > Hierocles, and other Pythagorean’ phi- 
2: lofophers, treatyalfo of this:moral'or myftical regenera- 
_ betion ;o andvunder:this very name Plutarch alfo'=makes 
mention of it, and defines:it-tovbe $¢ the mortification 
orof lirrational and: irregular: appetites 320and Seneca’s 
- oswards:relative'to: this fubje&: are, * Lhefamilies of the 
loarts and! seer are the oa sblegs cHufe into: pee 
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of them you will be saiBtode for by this! means we. may 
be born according to our own choice; ‘nor will: you 
be adopted:into the 22me — but alfo into tite oad 
ofthefamniby ti sik. ASN Bie liiabey SAFE: 
y Is not alfo: the common se Ye shast ovation 
among the ancients, of honouring their heroes, and 
thofe men. who were remarkable for exalted virtue, 
with, the. title of fons of God, a plain allufion to this a= - 
doption we have under our confideration? And what 
we have obferved onthe philofophers, who acknow- 
ledged this moral or metaphorical. regeneration, is fo 
very true, that it gave a handle tothe fiiions of thofe 
ancient heretics, who evaded the whole doétrine and. 
faith of the laft refurreétion, by putting this’ figurative 
fenfe upon it. As to what the Roman philofopher ob 
ferves, that. we: may be )born in this manner at our 
ewn pleafure or difcretion, though, to: be: fure, itvis. 
not without our confent, yet it: does ‘not altogether): 
nor principally.depend upon us} our facred:and apof 
tolic do¢trine prefents us with much more juft and 
pure notions on this fubje&, when it teaches us, that 
< of his own will he begat us by the word of truth ft.” 
this.is alfo reprefented in exprefs terms in thofe words’ 
of the gofpel, which immediately follow the paflage we 
mentioned :at the beginning ‘of this difcourfe, ‘which 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will’of the! flefh; 
* Nobiliffime funt ingeniorum ‘familize, elige ‘in quam adicifci 
velis, hac enim ratione, nobis ad arbitrium noftrum nafci licet, nec 


_in-nomen tantum adoptaberis, fed et in ipfa bona. 
+ Jamés i.°18. 
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nor’ of the ‘will’ of men; but of God *." ia ‘with 
great. propriety, ‘there is’ ‘immediately added another 
_ generation {till more’ wonderful and myfterious, which 
is the principal and fource of this renovation of ours, 
“the word was. made flefh.”: For ‘to: this end, God 
was pleafed to clothe himfelf with our fleth, ‘that he 
might put his fpirit within us, whereby we, though car- 
nal in’ confequence ‘of the corruption of our nature, 
might be: born again into a new, fpiritual and ‘divine 
life. The Holy Ghoft, by overfhadowing the bleffed 
virgin, was, in’a very particular manner, the author of 
the human nature of the Son of God, and to the virtue 
_ and:divine power of the fame’ {pirit all the adopted 


children of the Deity owe their new’ birth.’ And’as - 


creation goes fometimes under the name of generation, 
for inftance, in the words of Mofes, “* of the rock that 
begot thee thou-art unmindful, and haft forgotten the 
‘God that formed thee + ;”” that book. alfo of the Bible, 
which, from the firft word of it, is called ‘Bérefbith, ‘Is 
by the Greeks named Gene/is, and in the oldeft-copy of 
the Septuagint, the generation’ of the world.’ And, in 
the beginning of it, Mofes {peaking of the'creation of 
the world, fays, “ Thefe are the generations of the” 
heaven‘and the earth f.””. So, on the other hand, this’ 
- fpiritual generation is called creation, and with an ad- 
ditional epithet, the new creation sit has alfo;* for ‘its 
author, the fame powerful fpirit of God, who. of old 
fat upon the face of the waters as a bird upon its young, 


*Johni, 13. + Deut. xxxii. 18, + Gen. ii. 4s 
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or, as St. Bafil renders it, hatched ; fo alfo in conver- 
fion the fame fpirit refts upon our unformed minds, 
that are lifelefs, unprepared, and nothing at all but 
emptinefs and obfcurity, and out of this darknefs brings 
forth light, which was the firft and moft beautiful or- 
nament of the univerfe; to which the apoftle alfo al- 
ludes in his fecond epiftle to the Corinthians *. The 
refurrection of the dead is alfo the peculiar work of | 
this enlivening fpirit of God; and to him the apoftle 
Peter exprefsly afcribes the refurreétion of Chrift; 
‘* for Chrift alfo, fays he, hath once fuffered for fins, 
the juft for the unjuft, that he might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flefh, but quickeried by the 
{fpirit t.”” - And here, again, there is a mutual exchange 
of names; for, in the gofpel according to Matthew, 
the refurreGtion of the dead is called the regeneration, 
“¢ Verily I fay unto you, fays our Lord, that ye which 
have followed me, in the regeneration, when the fon 

_of man fhall fit in the throne of his glory, ye alfo fhall 
fit upon twelve thrones.” Here, in the regeneration 
muft be conneéted with the following words, and by no 
means with thofe that go before. And that this was 
a common method of fpeaking among the Jews, ap- 
- pears from Jofephus, ‘ To thofe, fays he, whofe fate 
it is to die for obferving the law, God has given the 
privileges of being born again, and enjoying a more 
happy life, fo that they are gainers by the exchange §.”” 

* 2 Cor. iv. 6. + 1 Pet. iii. 18. t Matth. xix. 28. © 
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were, the trumpet ;»and, at the fame. time, the imm mmor- 
tal feed. of this new birth, and therefore of immortality, 
itfelf,.... Thus.it: is. reprefented by the apottle., Peter, 4 Le 
and. by the apoftle. James, who exprefsly, tells us, “ that 
he hath begot-us with the word of. truth:t rie le Now. 
the. enlivening. virtue. and. plattic power of. this, word i is. 
derived from the Holy Ghoft, who jis. the e.true. _fpring, 
and. fountain. of. this. new. life, = Nor. are. the rhe SE) 
tended. powers..of the. human, mind, or. the,ftrength. of, 
its, s underftanding, any. more. able: to, _reftore. this. life, 
within i it,,even upon | hearing» the glad. tidings. ofthe, 
gofpel,: than. it, was. capable. of. producing j itfelf, atyfirtt,. 
or of being, the. author: of its own being, or after. death. 
| of, reftoring.. Jitfelf joclifessy . * 4-nsovdls “ 
ote this. exalted dignity: are aoek wis humble, 
they .poor, the obfcure, the ignorant, barbarians, flaves,. 
fanetiars whom wine: world look BB: as. Athi nit, 








an 


cake ane os true and fincere re no wept oe nor 
noble. extract, “nor any fubmiffion to the Mofaic law, 
but a every: man, of whatever. rank, or condition, ; 
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who believes this word, he in return beftows this dig- 
nity, “ that they fhould become the fons of God;” 
that is, that what Chrift was by nature, they fhould 


‘become by grace. Now, what is more fublime and 


exalted than this honour, that thofe, who were former- . 


ly children of Satan, and heirs of hell, fhould by faith 
alone be made “ the fons of God, brethren of Chrift, 
and joint heirs of the heavenly kingdom?” If the fa- 
cred fire of the Romans happened at any time to be 
extinguifhed, it could only be lighted again at the rays 


of the fun. The life of fouls, to be fure, is a facred — 


flame of divine love; this flame, as we are now born 


into the froward race of fallen mankind, is alas! but too | 


truly and unhappily extinguifhed, and by no means to 
be kindled again, but by the enlivening light and heat 
of the fun of righteoufne/s, who is moft aufpicioufly a- 
_ rifen upon us. - 


LECTURE XVI. 
Of RecENERATION. 


r T= great corruption of mankind, and their innate 

difpofition to every fort of wickednefs, even the 
doctors of the heathen nations, that is, their philofo- 
phers and theologers, and their poets alfo, were fenfi- 


(ese 
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ble of, and acknowledged; though they were quite 
ignorant of the fource from which this calamity was 
derived. ‘They all own, “ That it is natural to man 
to fin * ;”? even your favourite philofopher, who. pres 
vails. in me {chools, declares, that we are frrongly in- 
clined to vice}; and fpeaking of the charms and al- 
lurements of forbidden pleafures, he obferves, that 
mankind by nature ‘‘ is eafily catched in thefe fnares 
{? The Roman philofopher takes notice, ‘ That 
the way to vice is not only a defcent, but a cowndabt 
precipice §.” ; 

And the comic poet, ‘“‘ That mankind has always 
been, in every refpect, a deceitful, fubtle creature.||.’’’ 

The fatyrift likewife obferves, ‘‘ That we are all 
eafily prevailed on to imitate things that are, in their 
nature, wicked and difgraceful {.”” 

And the Lyric Poet, “‘ That the human race, bold 
to attempt the greatelt dangers, rufhes with impetuofity 
_ upon forbidden crimes **.” 

- All the wife men among the heathens exerted their 
utmoft, to remedy this evil by precepts and inftitutions 

# Suagires Ewval ois av peomrots TO OL[ALPTAVELe . 
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Turpibus et pravis omnes fumus.. Juv. Satyr. xiv. 
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Gens humana ruit per vetitum nefas. Hor. Od. lib. i. 
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of philofophy; but-to very little! purpofe.’ ‘They could 
_ not, by all their arts and all their precepts, make others 
better; may, with regard to moft of them;:we may 
fay, nor évén themfelves: ~But, ‘* when there’ was:nio 
wifdom in the earth, fays LaCtantius, that bleffeddoétor 
was fent down from heaven, who is the way, the truth, 
and the life*,” and, by an almighty ere — 
what all’others had attempted'in vain. 08") 
It i& not:at all to be daubted, but the end cpl 
by philofophy, was to renew’and to reform’ mankind, 
and to-reduce the courfe of their lives to a°conformity 
with the precepts of wifdom and virtue: | ‘Whence 'the 
common definition, givenof philofophy; is,‘ ‘That it 
is the rule‘of life; and the art or fcience of ‘living °up- 
rightly.” To this purpofe Seneca fays, ** Philofophy 
4s tha vebnrio’ living honeftly: and uprightly.”°'True re- 
ligion,:to be fure, has the fame tendency: but it pro- 
motes its end with much greater force, and better ‘fuc- 
cefs 5. becaufe its’ principles are much’ more exalted, 
-its precepts and inftruCtions are of greater ‘purity, and 
it is, befides, attended with a divine power, ‘whereby it 
makes lits way)into the ‘hearts of men, and ’purifies 
them:with the greateft force and efficacy; and yet, at 
the fame'time, with the moft wonderful pleafure and 
delight.‘ And this is the regeneration of which we are 
fpeaking, and and whereof we have already obferved, 
that philofophy acknowledged it, even under the fame 


* Sed cum nulla effet fapientia in terris, miffus eft e coelo doctor 
ille, via, veritas et vita. 
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name 3 but that it effected it, ‘we abQolutely’ deny. 
Now, it is evident from the very name, that we are to 
underftand by it an inward change, and that a very re- 
markable one. ‘And fince God is called the author 
and fource of this change, whatever the philofophers 
may have difputed, pro and con, concerning the origin 
of moral virtue; we are, by no means, to doubt, but 
_ this facred and divine change upon the heart of man, - 
is produced by an influence truly divine: and this was. 
even Plato’s opinion concerning virtue; nor do I ima- 
gine you are unacquainted with it. The fame philo- 
fopher, and feveral others befides him, exprefsly af- 
ferted, that virtue was a kind of image or likenefs of 
God, nay, that it was the effedt of infpiration, and par- - 
took, in fome refpeét, of a kind of divine nature. 
«¢ No mind can be rightly difpofed without divine in- 
fluence,” fays Seneca *: And it was the faying of the 
Pythagorean philofophers, ‘‘ That the end of man is 
to be made like to Godt. ‘“ This. mind, fays Trif- 
megiftus, is God in man, and therefore fome of the 
number of men are godst.” And a little further on, 
“In whatever fouls the mind prefides, it illuftrates 
them with its own brightnefs, oppofing their immora- 

ities and mad inclinations, juft as a learned phyfician 
~ infli&s pain upon the body of his patient, by burning 
and cutting it, in order to recover it to health: in the 


* Nulla fine Deo bona mens eft. 
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fame manner, the mind affliGs’a voluptuous’ foul, that 
it may’ pullup ipleafure by the:very roots ; for allidife 
eafes of the foul proceed from it:: impiety is the fever~ 
‘eft diftemper of theifoul*.”io01 0 Gas .Gigaslagors ol 

What wonder is it then, if shrek very Swiaghes are 
expreffed in the more divine oracles of the facred {erip- 
tures, ‘more fully, and with greater clearnefg?» And 
this conformation of the human mind to the divine nas 
ture;iis commonly reprefented therein, as the see 
bufinefs, and the end of all religion. (aco ef! paid 

What ‘was ntore. often inculcated upon the ancient 
churchof ‘the Jews, than thefe words, .“* Be ye holy, 
becaufe I amvholy ?” © And that the fame:ambition «is 
recommended to Chriftians, appears from the firft fers 
mon, we meet with in the gofpel, of our Lordvand Sa- 
viour, who’ came down to:this earth, that he might re- | 
ftore'the divine image upon men. » “ Be merciful, fays 
he, as your‘Father, who ‘is in heaven, is» merciful.” 
_ And; according:to Luke, “ Be perfed&t, as your Father 
is perfect.” And again, * Bleffed is the pure in heart.’” 
And, indeed; this is the true beauty of the heart, and 
its true nobility ; ;" but vice introduces see and 
deformity” alfa. OME. F 25, Ch a0 Hi bawir ylrose 

Now, the more the ‘mind teoiaine anal tied 
itfelf from’ matter that pollutes itt, that is; from: the 
body it inhabits, the purer and more divine it conftant- 
ly becomes ; becaufe it attains to a greater refemblance 
» * oros dv vv Loyais, &C 
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with the Reaibion of fpirits;'and,: as thie apoftle Peter” 


expréfles i ity partaKes: more | fully. of the divine na- 
ture.” » Hence it is, that the Apoftle Pauliwarns us at 
fo great length, and in fuch ftrong terms, agaimt Jiving 
after the flefb, as the very death of the foul; and direct- 
| ly oppofite to'the renewed nature of a Chriftiam. He 
that is born of God, is endued with a greatnefsof foul, 


that makes him eafily: defpife, and confider as nothing, 


thofe things, which he’ prized at a very high rate be- 
fore: he confiders heaven: as his country ;.even-while 
he: lives as'a ftranger on this earth, he afpires.at the 
highett: objects, and $¢ flying up towards. heaven; with 
foaring wings, looks down with viptecens ogee the 
earth i?’ ort inot 2 reidind: os bebe 

© Andsyet, with: all this Aablimity fi ode we joins 
the deepeft humility. Butiall the -allurements,of, fin, 
«though they continue to -have..the famerappearance 


they had’before t,” and poflibly: throw: themfelves i in’ 
his way, as the very fame that-were formerly, dear to . 


him; he will reject with indignation, and ‘give them the 
fame anfwer that St. Ambrofe tells:us: was)-given by a 
young convert to his miftrefs, with whom he had for- 
merly lived in great familiarity ; “ thonghiyan may be 
the: fame, I'am not the fame.I was before }.!?) .. 
nLa@antius elegantly fets forth the wonderful: power 
of | sasescaige in) this afpect > * Give me, fays‘he, a man 


* ; udam. 








Spernit humum fugiente penna. 
+ Etfi illis facies, que fuit ante, manet. 
t At ego certe non fum ego. 


¢ 


468 ,OF (REGENERATION. LECT. XVI. 


that ig paffionate, a-flanderery one that-is:headfttong 
and, unmanageable, with, a very» few of the words of 
God, I will make himas quiet as.a lamb: Give’me a 
covetous, avaricious or clofe handed, perfon, I will pre- 
fently. make him liberal, and oblige him to: give away 
cdhis money. in, jarge quantities with) his own. hands. 
_ Give me one thats afraid of pain, or of death, he hall, — 
ina very) little time, defpife croffes, flames, and even 
Phalaris’s bull. ..Shew. mea luftfal perfon, an adul- 
terer,.2 complete debauchee, you fhall:prefently feehim — 
fober, .chiafte,» and temperate”*.””. So) great isothe 
power of divine wifdom, that, as foom as itis infufed 
_ intothe human breatt, it prefently expels folly, whichis’ 
the fource and fountain of fin, and fo changes the whole 
man, fo refines, and, as iti were, renews ‘him, that you 
would, not know him to be the fame.’ It is prophefied — 
of the days of the Mefliah, ‘* That the wolf andthe 
lamb, fhall lie down together, and the leopard feed 
with the kid.” The gofpel' has a:wonderful effe& in 
foftening even the rougheft difpofitions, and ‘:there:is 
none fo wild, but he may be tamed, if he will but pa- 
tiently give attention to this wholefome doétrine }.”?: 

* Da mihi virum qui fit iracundus, maledicus, affrenatus, pau- 
ciffimis Dei verbis tam placidum quam evem reddam. ‘Da cupidum, 
‘avarum, tenacem, jam tibi eum hberalem dabo, et pecuniam fuam 
propriis plenifq; manibus largientem. Da. timidum :doloris .ac 
mortis; jam cruces, et ignes, et Phalaridis taurum contemnet. 
Da libidinofum, adulterum, Ganecueins ne fobrium, caftum, con- 
tinentem videbis. : 

+ Nemo adeo ferus eft, ut non mitefcere mes 

Fluic modo doétrine patientem commodet aurem. 
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gacNTows whether you call this ‘renovationcor’ ‘change of 
ttheomindsrepentancey ‘or divine loves it makestio dif- 
sference’s forall thefe, and “indeed»allethe»Chrittian 
. ~gracessin general, are at bottom ’one and the-fame ; 
vand, taken: together, conftitute what we may call the 
health and vigour of the-mind, the term underwhich 
Arifto of Chios comprehended ‘all. the: moral ‘virtues. 
‘The apoftle Paul, in his fecond epiftle to: the ‘Corin- 
thians;defcribes thefeadopted children of God-by their 
repentance* "in the epiftle to the Romans; they “are 
‘characterifed by’their love}; and in'the paflage.of St. 
John’s gofpel;, weshave mentioned “already, by: their 
faith {5 but whatever name it is conveyed iby;’ “ the 
changecitlelfis effecteduby the right-handeof the moft 
high.’?/» As:to the:manner of this divine:operation, to 
raife: es edifputes: about it, and »makemany'curious 
difquifitions: with regard to it, ‘would be not only quite 
ineedlefs,:-but even abfurd. Solomon, in: his: Ecclefi- 
altes; gives fome grave:admonitions ‘with regard to the 
decret' proceffes of nature in forming: the foetus in ‘the 
- womb §, to convinces of our blindnefs with refpect.to 
thé other;works of God : how much more hidden and 
intricate, and even paft our finding out, is. this regene- 
ration, W which is purely fpiritual? This is. what, our Sa- 
viour.alfo. teaches us, when he:compares this new birth, 
to the unconfined, and unknown, turnings and-revo- 
lutions*of the wind; a fimilitude which Solomon had 
* 2 Corinth. vi. BD 18. ¢ Rom. viii. 28. 4 John i. 12. 
§ Heck 3,5...» mers hye ate 
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lightly touched before, in’ that paflage of the Heclefi- 
altes, to which we juft now alluded: » “Ob thar we felt 
withim ourfelves'this blefled change, though we fhould 
femain ‘ignorant with regard tothe manner of it; ‘fince 
we ate fufficiently: apprifed of one thing, which, it is 
preatly our intereft frequently and ferioufly ‘to. refleét 
upon: “ Unlefsa man be born again, he cannot fee 
the ‘kingdom of God.” ‘This fpiritual progeny is alfo 
‘compared to the dew, the generation whereof is hidden 
and wndifcovered. «Hath the rain a father; and: who 
hath begotten the drops of the dew *?””, Good men — 
| ‘arealfo called ahildren of light, +t; and dight inthe Lord t. 
But it is fromthe Father. of lights himfelf, and. from his 
_ only begotten Son, that thefe tars (for this title of the 
angels may, without injuftice, be applied to them), de- 

‘tiverall the light they enjoy. Now the nature of light 
is very intricate; and the emanation and the manner, of 
its produGtion is ‘yet a fecret even to the moft tharp: 
fighted of thofe who: have made nature their, ftudy, 
‘and fo fatisfaQtory: ‘theory of/it has yet appeared. | But 
‘whatever it is, it was produced: by that firft and pow- 
erful word of eternal uncreated light, «Let there.be 
light.” By the fame powerful word of the Almighty 
‘Father, there: immediately f{prings up in\.the.mind, 
swhich:was formerly quite involved. in the. darknefs of 
ighorance: and error,.a divine and immortal. light, which 
is the: life of men, and, in effect, the true regeneration, 
cAnd becaufe this is the moft effeCaak means, a oo 
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“inigithe foul; itis afe tibed: to the water, and to the fpirie, 
For ‘this illumination of the Holy! Ghoft is; indeed, the 
inward baptifm of the fpirit; but! inthe primitiv e:times 
of Chriftianity, the baptifm of water, omaccount of the 
Sepneteid concurrence of the fialtys was SonEnsCees cal- 


for the stout of this ide the days of illuevinae 
tion or light. « And in the very fame manner, the bap- 
tifm’ of the Holy- Ghoft, is by John Baptift called the 
baptifm of frre, on account of the wonderful influencenit | 
has in illuminating and purifying the ful. Ttis, tobe 
fure) a celettial fire quite inyifible to our eyes, and of 
fuch a nature, that the fecret communications -ofit:fo 
our fouls cannot ve sasonctgi but the fom, of alls 
what -follaws, 2o.qq5 9d .soilh v yen elsaes 
Tt feemed: ada to. infinite scans ae -wifdom,:to 
form'a noble ‘piece of ‘coimiout’ of clay;:and cto ftamp 
his‘own image upon vit, with this: infcription).‘¢‘The 
éarthly fon of God :?? this:is what we call man.ooiBut, 
alas! -how foon did this’ piece of coin fall back to clay 
again, and thereby loft that true image, and hadthein- 
feription fhamefully. blotted out? From ‘that time, 
man, who'was formerly a divine creature, and an angel 
¢loathed ‘with flefh, became entirely: flefhly, .and:in 
yeality'a-brute: the foul, that noble:and:celeftial inha- 
‘pitant of his earthly body, became now quite immerfed 
in matter, and, ‘as it were, entirely converted:into fleth, 
asifit had drunk of the river Lethe 3 orp like the fon 
of an illuftrious family, carried away in infancy to a 
far coutitry, it is quite ‘ignorant of its prefent ‘mifery, 
U2 
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-sor'the libertysand felicity it has loft, becomes an abject 
flavey degraded'to the vileft employments, which it na- 
turally, and: with ‘pleafure performs ; becaufe having 
‘oftvall fenfe of its native excellency ‘and dignity, and 
forgotten its heavenly original, it now relifhes nothing 
but earthly things, and catching at prefent advantages, 
-difregards eternal enjoyments, as altogether unknown, 
-or removed*quite out of fight.’ But if in any particular 
foul;reither from fome. {park of its native’ excellency 
~ftillcremaining alive, or any'indiftin®& report that 
reaches it, fome defires or emotions towards the'reco- 
very of its native liberty fhould:arife ; yet, asiit has no 
fufficient' {trength of its:;own;:nor finds any way*open, 
that.can lead to fo great: a blefling, thefe: ineffectual 
wifhes come to nothing, andthe unhappy foul, having 
doftits hopes, sa ‘inits ee and‘ is’at laft 
“quite finpifieds hie ania .So0) BRR: GR 
Philofophy, as:-we ‘have cleksity obiirked: perceiving 
that man was born to:higher:views than this world af- 
fords;:attemped>to raife him from: his prefent dejeGion, 
fecure his’ claim:to\heavenj'and reftore him‘to a‘con- 
formity and:likenefs to God; but in vain, “'Toxredeem 
the fonsjof man; and reftore them ‘to what they had 
“loft, it was'!neceflary ‘that the eterial Sonvof Gad 
fhould:come: down from heaven. Our fall: wasreafily 
brought about, but our reftoration was' awork: of ‘the 
greateft: difficulty; and: only: to» be: performed !by the 
“powerful hand! of God; therevare but few; whom the 
exalted Father of {pirits has loved, and Chrift has raifed 
up to heavensHe isthe fourcelowhence the fpirit of 
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“God flows down to us, he is the fountain: of that new 
life and fanGtified nature, by'which we mount towards 
» God; whereby we overcome the world, and; in'confe- 
“quence thereof, are admitted into heaven. ») And’ happy, | 
to beure, are thofe truly noble fouls, whofe fate it is 
‘to be:thus born again, to be admitted into ithe: choits, 
of the holy angels, and_ to be cloathed with thofe: glo- 
rious robes that are whiter than fnow:: they will-follow 
vthe lamb wherever he goes; and he will lead them to 
the cryftal ftreams, and even to ne fountain off life 
atfhelforly obvewod irdttons Vor as . Se an ae 
» But all: thofe, thats are to be the crises Ap the 
deniby in thofe bleffed paftures; which are) tobe met 
\;with ‘in: his heavenly! country, muft of) neceflity, even 
owhile they hive in’ this lower world, be followers of him - 
in his humble innocence and purity. This /potle/s, 
holy, and pure lamb of God, is the guide»and fhepherd 
ofa pure and holy flock, a flock dear to God,' and of 
‘diftinguifhed beauty ; but the fhepherd is ftill more beau- 
tiful than they*.? “But the impure goats,’ and ‘un- 
cleanly hogs, he beholds at a diftance, and leaves them 
sto unclean fpirits, to be poffefled by them at pleafure, 
sarid-afterwards to be precipitated into the depth of mi- 
bfery ; unlefs it be determined. to deliver fome of them 
vfitom that ‘fhocking form, by a wonderful and) divine 
change, and: to. convert them into lambs, which iis:ef- 
»fe&ted in:proper time, by the influence of the Holy 
—" Whence ees are called the sca Laces and 
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divine fons of God }:and.all Jove to-earthly things, all 
carnal, impure’ affeCtions, are! banithed ‘out of thofe 
hearts’ which are, as it were, temples confecrated 
henceforth to God: ‘ for the dwelling: — of the 
Pam one weg be — attend g3ciioh TOMS 
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‘* ofures of this earthly Jife, which we:now. live, in 
refpect.of that:incomparable, and. altogether ‘heavenly 
delight, which attends the meditation and contempla- 
tion:of divine: things! . When. mortals are. thus: em- 
ployed, they. eat the bread-of angels; and if there are 
any; who-do,not.relifh the {weetnefs of this food, it is 
becanfe|the idiviné part of their compofition is: become 
brutith,-and, forgetting its original, lies buried in, earth 
and.mud,..But though the foul is reduced to.thefe . 
woeful:circumftances, it is not yet fo entirely. divefted 
of itfelf, but it ftill retains fome faint remains of its 
heavenly original, and more exalted nature; info- . 
-much, that it cannot acquiefce in, or be at all fatisfied 
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with: thofe fading enjoyments, wherewith itis furround. 
ed, nor think itfelf happy. or eafy in’the. greateft jabun- 
dance.of earthly comforts. And though, poffibly,.it 
_ may not be fully fenfible of what it wants; yet it per: 
- ceives, not without fome pain and uneafinefs, that fome- 
“thing is ftill wanting to make it happy. - The truth is, 
befides that great and unknown good, even thofe, 
whom by an abufe of that.term we. call moft happy, 
are in want of a great many things: for if we look 
narrowly into the condition of thofe, who are arrived 
at the higheft pitch of earthly fplendor, we fhall cer- 
tainly find fome defect, and imperfe€tion in it, and be 
obliged ‘to:conclude with’ the® poet, ‘That ‘fincé the | 
earth began to be inhabited by men, a full cup of good 
things; ‘without any mixture ‘of evil, never fell: tothe 
fhare of one’man ;'a'gtacefulbody ‘is often difhonour- 
ed by bad morals; and a:mind of uncommon beauty is 
fometimes joined to a:deformed body, &e.*.? oo > 
But what we calbthe'chief and fupreme good malt, 
of neceflity, be complete, and entirely free from every 
defect; and therefore, what is not in‘every refpeé per- 
fe&;> properly fpeaking, is not perfedt ‘atoall: 0 The 
_ Rappinefsof ‘rich and great “men; which the ‘poor ad~! 
nitive’ and refpett, is only a‘gaudy and fplendidfpecies 
of aaa wins St. Berard beriadite of o al and ill. 
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_ founded: opinion, which ‘the» generality» of mankind 

- form, sof the lives of the: faints, from: the-imperfedt 

knowledge they have of them, “* They ‘fee our:crofles,: 

but they fee not our comforts *,’? may be here inverted: 

we fee the advantages of thofe,men, that ‘are puffed up. 
with riches and honours, but we fee'not their troubles: 

and vexations. ‘* I with, I with, fays one, that thofe, 

who. defire riches, would confult with rich men they! 

would then, to be fure, be of another opinion }. oe. onl 
» Dywill {pend.no more time in deferibing or lamenting’ 
the wretched: {tate-of mankind on this earth, becaufe’ 
_ it would;anfwer.no:end. For,’ fuppofe: a more»com-' 
plete.affemblage of {ublunary enjoyments, and amore; 
perfect fyftem.of earthly: felicity tham ever the fun bes 
held, the mind of man would inftantly: devour it, and; 
as if, it, was ftill.empty and unfatisfied, would require: 
fomething more. . And indeed, by this infatiable thirft, | 
the, mind of man difcovers its natural excellence and 
dignity’; for thus it proves, that all things here below: 
are infufficient, to fatisfy, or make it happy ;,.anddts:ca-) 
pacity:is. fo great and extenfive, that it cannot be filled: 
by ‘the,whole of\ this vifible frame of things. »Forsas! 
‘St. Auguitine obferves, ‘Thou haft made us, O Lord,’ 
for. thyfelf, and our hearts are reftlefs tillsthey-return’ 
© thee f.”) <The. rainds that makes God its. refuge, 
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| after it has been much toffed to and fro, and diftreffed. 
in theworld, enjoys perfect peace, and abfolute fecu- 
‘rity 5» and it is-the fate of thofe, and. thofe only, ‘who. 
put» into this fafe harbour, to have, what'the fame St. 
. Auguftine.calls:a very great matter, *¢ The frailty i 
_ man,/together with the fecurity of God *#.7. 000 50% 
. Therefore, it is: not: without reafon, that the royal 
Pfalmift boafts not of his victories; nor the fplendor of 
his royal crown, but of this one advantage; *¢ The 
Lord: is the portion of mine inheritance, and of my/cup 
thou maintaineft'the lot :”? and on the jufteft grounds, 
he immediately adds, ‘“* The lines ‘have fallen to me in’ 
_ pleafant places; yea, I have a goodly «heritage }.”?) 
And it is quite agreeable to reafon, that. what improves 
and completes any thing elfe, mut be itfelf more com- 
-plete.and perfect: fo that the mind of man can’ neither 
be made happy by earthly enjoyments, which are all 
far inferior to it in dignity, nor be fo in itfelf.. Nay, 
neither can the angels, though of a more perfect and: 


fublime nature, confer felicity either upon men, or 


themfelves\ but both they and we have our happinefs’ 
lodged in that eternal mind, which alone is its own fe- 

licity.: nor is it poffible for us to find it any where elfe, 
but'in our union with that original wifdom and good- 
nefs; from which we at firft took our rife. Away 
then with all the fi@tious fchemes of felicity propofed 
by the philofophers, even thofe of them that. were * 
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oft: aidhily contrived’ for'ellen Ariftotle’s perfection 
of virttie, as well ‘as what the Stoics fancied’concerning 
their wifé‘man, are mere’ fiGtions:"’ They ate nothing 
but dteams and fancies, that ought tobe” banifhied to 
Utopia; for what they defcribe is no ‘where tobe found 
among men ; and, if it were, it ‘would not’ conftitute 
complete’ felicity. So far, indeed, they are to be’com: 
mendéd; that they call in the mind from external en- 
joyments to itfelf; “but in this they are “defedtive, ‘that 
when'the mind is returned to’ itfelf, “they carry it no 
further; ‘nor dire it to afeend) as it were, above itfelf. 
They fometimes, it is ‘trite, drop: ‘fach« ‘expreflioris “as 
thefé; * "That there’ can’be’no good difpofition of ‘the 
find without God *;” and that, in order tobe happy} 
‘the foul muft'be raifed up to°divine things: they alfo 
tél us,°*“""Phat the wife man loves ‘God? moft’ of all, 
and for this reafon isthe ‘moft happy man }t?? But 
- théfeexpreffions they ‘drop’ ‘only ‘atrandom, atid 'by 
the’by.° OP how much ‘fuller atid clearer ‘are thevins 
ftrudtions of ‘the’ teacher’ fent “down ‘from’ heavens 
 @ Blefféd ‘are the pure” in nit ‘for © iin pes fee 
God co od OF Higue Dx ‘© -benenst Yash 
© But Becaufe the pureft minds wn the faints wits 
they fojourn in this earth, ftill retain fome mixture of 
éarthily d¥ofs, and atife not to perfect purity 3 ‘therefore; 
they ‘catinot'yet enjoy the full vifion of Gody'ner, cone 
ibe e that foc, happinels, — 1S pian 
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connected with. jit. ¢¢.For, they fee..only darkly, ;and_ 
through.a glafs* 5”. but with. the advantage even, of 
this obfcure light, they. direCt their fteps, and go. on 
chearful and. unwearied ; the long wifhed for day will 
fat-length. come;, when, they will be admitted into.the, 
fulleft light... That .day,..which the. unhappy, men, of 
this-world dread, as their, laft, he { fons of light with for, 
as:their nativity,mto,an endlefs; life, and. embrace. it 
with the greateft. joy when it comes... And. this, iny 
deed, feems to me to} be, the. Srongelts argument. for 
another life, and, an. immortality tocome.:, For. fince 
no complete, or abfolutely perfect happinels. i js tobe 
- found. in, this life, it mutt, certainly. follow, that either 
there is.no, fuch, thing. to;be had: any, where,, or: we 
mutt live again fomewhere, . after, our, period here. ig 
out. |» And, O! what, fools. are we, and, flow..of heart 
to:believe, that think foyrarelys and wath fuch coolnefs, 
of that: blefled, country ;. and that, in this parched and 
thirfty land, where even thofe few, who are fo happy, 
have.only fome fore-taftes of that fupreme happinels 5 5 
but when, they remove hence, . ‘They fhall be,abun- 
dantly fatisfied, or, as the word ought to be tranflated, 
intoxicated. t, O. Lord, with the fatnefs of thy; houfe, 
and.thou.fhalt make them. drink. of the: river, of thy 
" pleafures :””, thus the divine, Pfalmift’ expreffes it ; 
and, to.be, fure,.it is very furprifing, that. the great 
and_ancient epee Pythagoras, in communicating 
his thoughts upon the fame fubject, fhould ‘happen. to 
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>fall upon the very fame figare >For ‘he tifed:to promife 
vithofe of his*difciples, that conducted thémfelves right 
_ in this life; that they fhould be: pega ain 

that’ whichis toncémelesiidtimsit tt Svetted ites Ton 
But what we have faid formerly of the felicity of 
\ the life to come) and all that: we could fay,. were we 
to treat of ‘the fame: fubjeG- over again, is but‘mere 
- trifling. }And'yet it is not difagreeable to hear children 
- | fpeak, even with ftammering, about the dignity of their 
‘Father, and of the riches and ‘magnificence of his inhe- 
» yitance. » [tis pleafant:and decent to fpeak of our na- 
“tive ‘country, even while-we are fojourning in-a foreign 
and : but, for the! prefent, I fhalhinfift no: lohger‘‘on 
‘this -fubjeéty but, turning the tables, lay before you that 
y dreadful punifhment, which 'ftands in oppofition to this 
ZI happinefs, by prefenting you only witha tranfient view 
oof the future mifery of the wicked) and though this is 
indeéd-a moft unpleafant tafk, yet nothing but our own 

_ pearelefsnefs,'and,inattention, can render it ufelefs.. 
soicHere, firft-of all, it\ts:to be obferved, that'as; in this 
dolife, there -isno perfe& felicity ; fo, neither here is 
, there any: complete: mifery.’ Thofe, whom« we: look 
- uponas:the moft. wretched in this world, have /their 
_-fufferings:chequered: with many: intervals ofieafe 3: but - 
the mifery, to come admits of no abatement ; itis albof 
a piecey without admitting any mixture of reliefs They 
are furely mad with their: notions,, who here: talkoof 
| the advantages of being or exiftence, and ‘contend that 
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itis:moré defirable!“ to be'miferabley than “not: to‘be 
jvatalk*.’2' For my part, I am’ fully fatisfied, they ¢an 
omever perfuade any man of the! truth of. their affertion ; 
nor even eer it aap when seein reine feri- 
eee ‘ean all kind of. saenguis are. ai ever: biinithed 
»-from that eternal and frightful prifon. » 'There:is there 
“ono light, *no:day, nor*fleep, which is the blefling 6f the 
“night yiand, indeed, nothing at all ‘but places full’of 
-odarknefs, precipices, nakednefs, and all kinds of horrér ; 
-Mo entertainments, merry meetings, nor ‘any>fenfible 
vpleafures) and to be for ever feparated from all fuch, 
camuft be no {mall mifery, efpecially to thofe who ufed 
«to pafs their time amidft-fuch feenes. of mirth and jol- 
2 die and imagined theriifelves’in ‘fome’ meafure: happy 
«i therein’; and: that the remembrance of this may diftréfs 
») them the more, they will be continually haunted with 
f macthought, that will'cleave to them like a’ ‘worm'devour- | 
ing their bowels, and conftantly ‘keep’ them in mind, 
oithat out!of a. diftracted fondnefs for thefé fleeting’plea- 
») fures, ‘which have now flown ‘away; ‘without “hope ‘of 
> returning; they have loft thofe joys that are” heaverily 
yeand ‘eternal, whereof they will have’ fome’ ‘knowledge ; 
sobut what'kind of knowledge that will ‘bey and how far: 
“Yoektended to-enhance their torments, is not ours'to’ de- 
yotérmine. © But who will attempt'to exprefs the-excefs 
eos their mifery, or defcribe thofe ftreams of brimftofie, 
“sand eternal flames of divine wrath? ‘or‘rather,who-will . 
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not, ttimnbdlel fay; not in defcribing them, but evenia 
thinking of them, and be quite: — with an 
idea Sosthockinest i od ji tol. anunet te esyntugvbs 
» That.I-may no. further attempt ‘ to. ‘hanes things 
ssatinrphletis *, and to derogate from) a grand {fubject 
“by seecledoyien expreflions} :’? Behold now, my, dear 
youths, if you believe thefe things, behold, I fay, you 
have now life and death laid before you, .chufe/ for 
yourfelyes, And that you may not put off a, matter,o£ 
fuch importance, confider thefe things, pray, ferioufly, 
and fay to yourfelves, concerning the vanifhing fhadows 
of external things,..How..long..will..thefe enjoyments 
laft, O! how foon will they pafs? Even while lam 
{peaking thefe words, while 1 am thinking of them, 
they fly paft me... Is any one! opprefled with calami- 
ties? Let him fay chearfully with a remarkably good 
man, “\Lord, while I am here, kill‘me; burn me, only 
{pare me there }.”? Is there any among you of weak 
capacity, unhappy in exprefling himfelf, of an unfa- 
vourable*afpeét,’ or: deformed: in body’?  Liet:him fay 
with himfelf, iv isa’ matter of‘ {mall confequence:: + 
fhall foon leave this habitation; and, if 1 am:butogood: 
myfelf, be foon.removed to the manfions of the:bleffeds 
Let thefe thoughts prevent his being: dejected in mind, 
or overcome with too. much: forrow. If any: dnexis;. 
diftinguifhed ‘by a good underftanding, or outward» 
benuyé or-riches,, let him: tiniiosa and ferioufly confis! 
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der; how foon‘all sexcellencies of: this kind “will pafs 
_ away, 'that‘he may not be-vain, or: lifted up’ with the 
advantages of fortune.’ Let it be the chief care and 
ftudy ‘of you all, to avoid the works of darknefs, that 
‘fovyou may efcape utter and eternal darknefs ; embrace 
‘with open and: chearful hearts that divine light, which 
hath fhone: from heaven; that, when you are divefted 
-of thefe bodies; you may be received into the glorious 
manfions of that’ ene and waa rd ger ay 
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pass young ies ened that eaiokeads think 
-on:the fubject, I cannot ‘help wondering, at, the ins 
dolence and. madnefs of mankind. For,though we 
boaft, ‘that, to order our affairs with prudence-and dif 
c¥etion,:and‘condué our lives according to: the! princis 
ples-of reafon, is the great privilege and ornament of 
our nature, that diftinguithes us from the ‘brate creas 
tures; how few are there, that, in this-refpect, act like 
men, that propofe to themfelves an end, and dire&t all 
their aétions to the attainment of it? It i is very certain, 
that the greateft part. of mankind, with a folly fome- 
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thing more than childifh, go in queft of painted butter- 
flies, or commonly purfue the birds, with, ftones antl ¥ 
clods;..and even thofe,,who; {pin out their lives to,the, 
-utmoft, extent of old age, for the moft. part gain little. 
by. it, but only this, that they may be called. very. aged) 
children *, being as.ignorant as infants why they, came. 
into the world, and’ what will become.of :them when 
they leave it.- Of all queftions, therefore, none.can 
be more properly propofed to you, who are juft.upon 
the verge of manhood, I. mean entering upon a rational ie 
_ life, than this, Whither are you going? What good. 
have you in view? To what end do you propofe to 
live? For, hence, poflibly, your minds may be excited... ' 
within you, to an earneft defire after that perfect and 
fupreme good, and you may not content yourfelves... 
with cool {peculations upon this fubje&, as if it were a 
logical or philofophical problem, that falls in your, way 
of courfe; but with that application, that is proper.in._.. 
a queftion concerning a matter of the greateft moment, 
where it highly coricerns us to be well-informed, and... 
where the higheft rewards and. greateft. dangers, are... 
propofed)to our view. And, in this hope, I have. often. . 
addreffed myfelf to you upon the fubject of happinels,..... 
or the fupreme good, at different periods of time, en- .. 
tertaining-you in the intervals with eflays and fuitable 
exhortations upon other fubjects ; yet fo as to obferve . 

a kind of method, and keep up a connection through... 
out the whole. I have taken notice of the name, and... 
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general “notion’of’ “happiriels, sth! univerfal defires'and: 
-withes: whiereby’ men ‘ate excited 'to the purfuit of it; 
thé'tio lefs: univerfal, becatife natural i ‘ignorance of man- 
kind; ‘and! their errors and miftakes in the fearch of its 
Where it happens, that, as they all run ihe ig i 
road, the fafter they advanice, the further they depart’ 
»from it’; ‘and like'thofe who ‘ply the: oars ‘in ‘a boat; ” 
they look’one way, and: move another. ~' And ‘though: _ 
it feemed almoft. unneceflary, as’ faéts fufficiently ‘des *- 
monftrate’ the truth of our affertion; yet"by a brief Hep 
capitulation; wherein ‘we took/noticé only of the'piine 
cipal heads and claffes of things, we proved that estat 
pinefs'i is, by rio means, to be found ‘in: this“earth, ‘nor 
in any earthly enjoyments whatfoevery ‘And thisis'no ™ 
move than‘ all, evén’fools'as well as ‘wife’ men; are‘wikk 
ling té°Own : they ‘not only pronotince ‘one’ another: ” 
uniappy, ‘but, with régard’to this life, all! of them ‘in 
general, aiid/every one for ‘/himfelf in ‘particular} ae~ 
knowledge, that! they are fo; and, in this refpett, éx-' 
perience’ fully juftifies their belief : fo that)’ if there)” 
were no further profpe&, Iam apt to believe all man-) 
kind would agrée in ‘that common ‘faying, ‘© That if 
manikifid ‘were apprifed beforehand of the nature of ~~ 
this life;-and it were left to their own’ -option, "none ~ 
wotild ‘accept‘of it */”| As the immortality of the: _ 
has’a ‘near connedtion tite this fubjeét, and“is‘a ‘natu-) 
ral tonfequence from ‘it;. wwe, therefore, in the next? © 
place; beftowed’ fome time in illuftrating that: do&trine. pee 


* Vitam hane; 6 {cientibus Gaeta: neminem accepturum. 
Seneca, _ 
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‘dn the daftiplace, we advanced fome thoughts upon’ the 
efdture happinefs and mifery, fo-far asiis confiftent with 
>the weaknefs of our capacities! to comprehend things 
- fo little known, and to exprefs fuch as are, ina great 
sea linefiabless ow ae aie siic’and fi .etmivos 
' ‘Having treated of thefe sia sheave to our 
‘ iaiieds it remains that we now enquire:about: the 
“way; which dire€tly leads into that happy city, sor to 
\that happinefs which is referved in the heavens. ‘This 
isa great and important article, comprehending the 
eend-and*defigh of our life, as well as: the hopes and 
--eomforts of it ; and/is very proper to be firft ‘treated 
-of inva catechetical, or; indeed, any methodical fyftem 
-of theology; as appears from reafon and precedents: 
for by-this difcuffion we «areimmediately introduced 
- into the whole doctrine of true religion. Accordingly, 
the:firft: queftion in the generally received Catechifm, 
‘which’ youhave in your hands, is,“ What is:your 
“only confolation in life and in:death * And the firft 
-queftion of another Catechifm, which not long ago was 
-afed, particularly in this Univerfity, is,» Whats the 
_ only*way to true felicity 2?» ‘For the falvation:and 
happinefs of mankind, in fubordination to the glory:of 
God, whichis, to be fure, the fupreme ‘end ‘of ‘all, is, 
the peculiar and genuine fcope of theology; and, from 
ity ‘the definition of this fcience feems to: be moft:pro- 
perly drawn: nordo | imagine that any one isforweak, 
as from ‘hence to conclude, that it ought to be called 
* Oue eft unica Gua confolatio-in vita et in mortess; © (44 * 
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santhropology; ‘rather than theology: for thoughiit ‘not 
‘only treats of the happinefs of mankind, but! alforhas 
“this happimefs, as has been obferved, for its chief end 
and defign ; yet, with good reafon, yand’ on: ‘many ac- 
counts, it has obtained this more fublime title.: It-has 
‘God for its author, whom the wifeft of men:would in_. 
vain attempt to find out, but fromthe revelatiom he 
has:made of himfelf ; every fuch attempt being:as vain 
‘as it would be to look for the fun in the night-time, by 
the light of a/candle; for the former, like theater, 
can only be feen*by his own light.. God cannot :be 
Isnown but fo far as he reveals himfelf: »which:Sopho- 
ales has.alfo admirably well expreffed «+: You will ne- 

ver; fays he, underftand thofe ‘divine:things,:which the 
gods have thought proper ‘to serpy even ey you 
fionldowatifack. all natures*s"to oetiob slodw add ofas 

~ Nor’has this facred fcience God is its author: alli 
seit alfo for its fubje& and sits ultimate: end,y bécaufe 
the knowledge of him, and his worfhip, comprehends 
the whole: of religion ; the beatific vifion of chin in. 
cludes init the whole of our happinefs,:and: that. hap- 
pinefs. is vat! laft refolved ‘into the- divine grace yand 
Sbaent di oe monenibyedat <w brclasnto deaiggesl 

- I dfhould picteliae haute to. give ve brief ' and clear 
definition of: theology, viz. * That it is a divine doc- 
trine;) directing mam to real felicity, . as: his chief end; 
and. condudting: him to it by the way of true:religion,’? 

Lcallitca doctrine, becaufe it is not confidered here as 

® AMA? 8 yop avira Otia xpowlyr@s Oss. 
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*a habit'in the:mind, butas a fummary of celeftial truth. 
I call it a:divine: doctrine, for all the reafons: already 


“mentioned; becaufe, for inftance; it is from: God, he 
“is'the fubjeG of it, and: it all terminates:in him at laft. 


‘I call it @ doétrine directing man, for 1 confine my no- 
‘tion of it to that do&trine only, which was fent\down 
fromheaven for ‘that purpofe.. What fignify then 


thofe diftinétions, which are indeed founding, but quite - 
tedious and foreign to the purpofe, that dividetheology 


into archetypal and eclypal, and again into the theology | 
‘of the church militant, and that of the church triumph- 


ant?) ‘What: theyocall archetypal theology is very im- 
properly fo named ; forit isethat perfect. knowledge 


which’ God has of himfelf* : and the theologyof;'the 
.churchstriumphant, ought rather-to ‘be called: the-bea- . 
> tific -vifion of God f. "The theology'in iqueftion, | <is 
- that day {pringing from on high, which hath vifited-us, _ 


Zz 


to. give light» to: them: which fit in-darknefs, and:in:the 
fhadow: of death, to» guide sour feet: in-the way of 
peace t.’? Thatspeaceus true happinefs, and: the: way 
of speace:isntrue \religion’:: concerning: which I:-fhall 
offer ‘afew thoughts: and very: briefly... Firft ‘ofall, 


- you are to obferve, that man is not a lawlefs creature, 


but capable of a law, and actually «fubje@tto’ one. 
This expreffion conveys no harfh, nor difhonourable 
idea; nay, this fubjection is fo far from being a. bur- 
den, that it is the greateft honour. To be capable of 
a law, is the mark and ornament of an intelligent ra. - 


* 


dorggopian . t barbinn «. t Luke i, 78, 79. 
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tional foul;> and that which: diftinguithes ‘it from'the_ 
brutes ;’ it evidently fuppofes\a: refemblance: to! God, 
and an) intercourfe with heaven ; and»to livevactually 


under the direGion of: religion and the law, is therpreat 
_-chonour’and ornament of. human’ life, and. what idiftin- 
rk erm ‘it antes ae cree — of the sibs creas 


reeeernepoin vibe upon ah and: sedan 
\ birds, becaufe they.are fubje& tono-law ;. but mankind 
/ livesunder ai juft law, which makes their condition far 


ipreferablertu?i ont io 3 bn cteniter skins) Sate 
i Lhe brute «creatures: devour ‘one:‘another- without 
3 > Sblalnney ‘becaulesthey have novlaw, 3» butyas Juvenal:ob- 


>ferves;  Men-alone}:of all other. earthly ‘creatures;yas. 
-sthey derive their reafon:from the. higheft’: heaven, are 


venerable for their underftanding, ‘which renders them 
capable of enquiring into divine: things; andy qualifies 


»/them'for learningiarts, and reducing themito:pratticet.”” 


 vAndshence it appears, that:we were born fubjeéts:to 


vereligion, and an eternal law of nature. | For fincesour 


bleffed Creator has thought proper to endue us with a 
~ mind and anilaee pie and powers fafieient for'that 
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“purpofe + tovbe fure we are’bound by an indifpenfible 
law, to acknowledge the primary and eternal fountain 
of our own being, and of all created things, to love 
him ‘above all other objects, and» obey his: commands 
without referve or exception. So that in this very law 
of nature is founded a ftrong obligation ‘upon us to 
give'due obedience to every divine pofitive inftitution, 
-whichvhé hall think proper*to add for fecuring ‘the 
purpofes of ‘religion and equity. Wherefore, when 
our firft parents; by eating the forbidden’ fruit, tranf- 
 grefled the fymbolical command, ‘intended as’.a proof _ 
of their obedience, by that very aét’ they moft bafely 
broke the primary and’ great law’ of nature,” ‘which ‘is 
the: cena of: NA and) - eee — ty 
whatever: E ala moigiion viflt 1 pas bivey 

Itcismot ‘my intention to Spent here of our idipeateiga. 
tion bythe ‘Mefiias, the only begotten Son of God ‘the 
Creator ’;:it is fufficient for our’ prefent purpofe to: ob: 
ferve, that our great Redeemer’ has indeed* delivered | 
us‘from the chains of fin «and death,’ but has,*by no 
means, diffolved the bonds of religion, and the everlaft- 
ing law of mature: nay, thefe’ are, in ‘many’ refpeéts; 
ftrengthened and confirmed by this redemption’;%and 
a chearful fubmiffion to them by virtue’ of ‘his ‘{pirit, 
which ‘is poured’ out upon us, is a great’part’ of that 
royal liberty of the fons of God; which is fecured'to us 
by his means; as by imitating his’ €xamplé, ‘we “artive 
at the full» poffefion of it, which is referved’ for us in 
the heavenly kingdom. ‘The way, therefore, to hap- 
pinefs, which we are in fearch of, is true religion, and 
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fuch,, ina’ very. remarkable manner, is jsorhaiog: the 
“\Chriftians.: pis hme wis sie ss bhSlworslos 
em Dushesnah and patdigine of this Smeets you nities 
Aigreat: many learned. writers, both ancient and mo- 
sdern. . And indeed it is exceeding plain, from its own 
dnternal. evidence, that, of all the forms of religion * 
that ever the world faw, there is none:more excellent 
than that of chriftianity which we profefs, wherein, we 
glory, and in which we think ourfelves. happy, amidft 
all. the; troubles of the world: there is none:that is 
more certain and infallible, with regard to its hiftory, 
more fublime with regard to its myfteries, more pure 
and perfec in its precepts, or more venerable: for the 
grave. fimplicity of its,rites and worfhip : nay, it appears 
evident, that this religion alone is, in every refpeét, in- 
comparably preferable: to every other.) It remains, 
young Gentlemen—What do you think /I-am, going 
to fay? It remains, that we become true Chriftians. 1 
repeat it again, if we will be happy, Jet us be Chriftianss 
You will fay, your with is eafily fatisfied, you: have 
your-defire, we are. all Chriftians -already.\ \ with it 
may -be:fo!, Iwill not, however, object:to any particu- 
lar; perfon. upon. this head ;',but every one of»you; by 
a fhort trial, wherein he vill be both witnels andjudge, 
may fettle this important point within himfelf. » We aire 
all Ghriftians. Be it fo. But are we poor in fpirit ? 
Are, we, humble, meek, and: pure -in-heart? Do we 
pray, without, ceafing ?. Have we -nailéd all: our’ carnal 
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appetites:and defires’to. our Saviour’s crofs, *¢ living’. 
no longer to ourfelves, but to him that died*for us?” 

This is the true defcription’ of ‘a Chriftian, by. the tef- 

timony sof: that gofpel which ‘we acknowledge to be 

Chrift’s.. And thofe, who are entire ftrangers to thefe 

difpofitions of mind, know not, to be fure, the way: of 

peace... Thefe:I earneftly intreat and befeech to roufe 

themfelves, and fhake off their indolence and floth, left, 

by indulging the vile:defires of the fleth, they lofe 

their fouls for ever.: But.if there are any among you, 

and, indeed, I believe ‘there are fome; who with all 

their hearts afpire to thefe Chriftian virtues, and, by 
_ their means, to that kingdom, which can never be 
fhaken*; ‘‘ Be ftrong in the Lord, have your loins. 
girt about with truth, and, be fober, and hope’ to the 

end.” You. will never repent of this holy warfare, 
where the battle is fo:fhort, the vitory fo certain, and 

your triumphal crown, and the peace procuréd by this 

conflid, will laft for ever. 
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-LRCTURE XIK. 
That Fig. is the ye Hoping on this Bar th. 


Ts ‘journey we are dip in is finden — 
and the way up-hill; but the glorious prize, 
which i is fet before us, is alfo great, and our great and 
valiant captain, who has long ago afcended up on high, 
fupplies us with-{trength. If our courage at any time 
fails us, let us fix our eyes upon him, and, according 
to the advice of the Apoftle, in his divine Epiftle to the 
‘Hebrews, ** Look unto Jefus,” removing our eyes 
from all inferior objects, that, being carried up aloft, 
they may be fixed upon him, which the original words’ 
feem to import *; then being fupported by the fpirit of 
-Chrift, we fhall overcome all: thofe obftacles in ‘our 
way, that feem moft difficult to our indolent and effe- — 
minate flefh. And, though the way from the earth 
towards heaven is by no means eafy, yet even the very 
difficulty will give us pleafure, when our hearts are 
thus eagerly engaged, and powerfully fupported. Even — 
difficulties ‘and hardfhips are attended with particular 

2 pleafure, when they fallin the way of a cotlrageous 
mind ; 3 and, as the poet expreffes it, “* Serpents, thirft, 
and burning fands, are pleafing to virtue. Patience 


i 
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delights in hardfhips': and honour, when» it: is dearly 
purchafed; is poffeffed with the greater fatisfaction *.”” 
* If what we are told concerning that glorious city ob- 
tain credit with us, we will chearfully. travel, towards 
‘it, nor will we be at all deterred by the difficulties that 
‘may bein the way. But,’ however, as it is true, and 
more fuitable to the weaknefs of ‘our minds, that are 
‘rather apt to be affected with things prefent and near, 
than fuch. as-are at a great diftance, we»ought not to 
‘ “pafs over in filence, that the way to the happinefs re- 
‘ferved in heaven, which leads through this:earth, is not 
‘only agreeable, becaufe of the blefled profpe& it opens, 
‘and the glorious end to: which rit- condués, but, alfo 
for its own fake, and on account of the innate’pleafure _ 
‘to be found in it, far preferable to any other: way. of 
life that can ‘be:made choice of, or, indeed, imagined. 
Nay, that wemay not, by low expreffions+, derogate 
froma matter fo’ grand, and’ fo» confpicuous, that holi- 
nefs and true religion, which leads dire@ly.to the high- 
eft felicity, isatfelf the only happinefs, as far as-itican 
be enjoyed,:on this earth. Whatever naturally.tends 
‘to the attamment of any other advantage, participates, 
_ in fome meafure, of the nature of that advantage. 
Now, this way to. perfect felicity, if any thing can be 
‘fo, js a means that, in a very great meafure, participates 
of the nature of its end {; nay) it is the beginning of 


* Sepéns, fitis, ardor arene 
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‘that hunipinck itis alfo to be confidered a a8 a) part-of it, 
and differs from it, in its completeft ftate, not fo. much 
jv kind, as in degree :: fo: that in Scripture it has the 
fame names : as for inftance, in that paflage of the 
Evangelift, “ This is life eternal, that, they..might 
know thee, the only true God* ;” that is, not only 


the way to eternal life, but alfo the beginning and firk . 


- rudiments of it, feeing the fame knowledge, when 
‘completed, or the full beatific vifion of God, is eternal 
life-in its fullnefs and perfection. Noridoes the divine 
‘Apoftle»make any diftin&tion between thefe. two: 
“Now, fays he; we fee darkly through’ a-glafs, but 
then we fhall fee openly, or, as heexprefles it, face to 
face. Now 1 know in'part, but then I fhall know, as 
Talfo’am‘knownt.” ©'That celeftial ‘life is:called an 
inheritance in lightt; andthe -hars of dt, even: while 
‘they are fojourning in this earth, children:of the light §, 


-and, ‘exprefsly, light in the Lord. ~*¢ You were, fays - 


the ‘Apoftle, fometime datknefs, but: now are ye light 
in the Lord |’. They will be there! perfeétly holy, 
and without fpot ; and even here they are called holy, 
and‘in fome refped, they ‘are fo. Hence it is, that 
.thofe who are really:and truly good and pious, are, in 
Scripture; often called blefled, though they are not 


fully and perfedtly fo... <* Bieffed is the man that feareth — 


the? Lord |. And blefled are‘the undefiled in the | 


way **.” 

* John oe ue + 1Cor. xiii. 12. Cai 12. 
§ 1 Theff. v.8. | Ephov. 8. q Pial. exits 1). ** Pal. 
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‘Even the'philofophers givestheir’ teftimony:to this — 
truth, /and their fentiments’on the fubjeét are not alto 
gether to-be rejected = for ‘they;: almoft, unanimoufly, 
are agreed, that felicity, fofar as it can be enjoyed in 
this life, confifts folely, or'at leaft principally, in virtue: 
but as to theiraffertion, that this virtue is perfect iva 
perfeét \life}oit'is rather. exprefling what :were’ toybe 
withed, :than:-defcribing  things.as they: are. They 
might have:faid, with more truth and juftice, that itis 
imperfeé& inan imperfect life; which, no doubt would 
have fatisfied them, if they had known, that it was to be 
made perfeétin another place, and: another® life,’ that 
evi deferves the name, and will becomplete and per- 
fects): Insthis; however, we heartily agree:«with:them, 
that vibes or, as we rather chufe toexprefsit; piety, 
which is ‘abfolutely the:fum and fubftance of all virtues, 
and all wifdom) is the only 2 Nain of this — fo far 
as itis capable thereof. old 

And if-we'ferioufly confider: ae fabjeee but:a little, 
we fhalb:find-the faying | of the wife King Solomon, 
concerning: this :wifdom, ‘to’ be unexceptionably true. 
“¢ Her: see are sische of mae and all her Het 
are peace.’?\| . io odd aod! goaleat 

+ Doth! celia require any thing of us’ more, anes 
that we live foberly, righteoufly; and godlyin this:pre- 
fent world? Now what, pray, can be more pleafant or 
peaceable than thefe ? Temperance is always at leifure, 
luxury always in a hurry ; the latter weakens the body 
and pollutes the foul, the former is the fanttity, purity, 
and found ftate of both. It is one of. Epicurus’ fixed 
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maximsy $¢/That: life can: never be-pleafant without 
virtues*’?:) Vices: feize upon: men-with the violence 
and rage of furies; but the Chriftian virtues replenith 
shes breaft, which they inhabit, with a heavenly: peace 
and abundant joy, and thereby render it like that of an” 
angel. >\ The flaves: of pleafure and'icarnal affections 
have within ‘them, even now, an earneft of future itor. 
ments; fothatyin this-prefent life, we may:truly apply 
to: them that: expreflion inthe Revelation, “ They, 
that worfhip the 'beaft, have no reft: day nor night.?? 
§% There jis ‘perpetual-peace with the humble, fays the 
moft dévout A. Kempis 5 but the proud and the covet 
OUSs are: never at reft (Fer bas Serer od? aovislol vin 
co Tf we {peak of: charity, whet ‘is the'root and fpring 
int quitice; 'what-alafting pleafure does:it diffufe through, 
the foull!:. Envy} as ithe faying is, has nd days of fef- 
tivity {-<7? at enjoys not. even its own-advantages, while 
it is tormented with thofe it {ees in; the poffeffion of 
others; but charity is happy, not/ only insits! own) en- 
joyments, but alfo in thofe of others, even ias| if) they 
were itsown: nay; it is then moft happy in the enjoy- 
ment ofits own good: things, when, by liberality, it 
makes them the property of others: in fhort,:it isa 
godlike:virtue §. There,is nothing more divine in 
man, ‘¢ than to wifh well.to men, and toido:good toas 
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many. as one poffibly can. *;”” but piety, which worfhips 
God with conftant: prayer, and celebrates’ him with 


the higheft: praifes, raifes man above him{clf, and gives _ 


him rank‘among the angels. And contemplation, 
which is indeed’ the moft genuine and’ pureft ‘pleafure 
of the human foul, and the very fummit of felicity, is 
no where fo {ublime, and enriched, as it will be found 
to be in true religion, where it may expatiate in a’ fys 
fem of divine truths moft extenfive, clear, and infallis 
bly, certain; myfteries: that are moft: profound, and 
hopes that are the moft exalted : and he that can ren: 
der thefe dubje&s: familiar to: his mind) ever on this 
earth enjoys:a life:replete with heavenly pleafure. ica 
“might enlarge greatly on this fubject; and-add:a 
great! many other confiderations to thofe have already 
offered; sbut I fhall only further obferve, that: that 
fweet virtue’of contentment, fo-effeciual for quieting 
the mind, which philofophy fought for in vain;'religion 
alone has found’; and alfo: difcovered, ‘that it takes’ its 
rife from a firm confidence in the almighty power of 
Divine Providence. For what is there that can pofli- 
bly give uneafinefs to him, who. commits, himfelf en- 
tirely to that paternal goodnefs and wifdom, which he © 
knows to be infinite, and fecurely devolves the care of 
all his concerns upon it ? 
If any of you object, what has been obferved bifors 
that we often fee good men meet with fevere treatment, 
and alfo read, that *‘ many are the afflictions of the 


* Omnibus bene velle, et quam plurimis poffit benefacere, 
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juft* «32, Lanfwer, do you notvalfo;read what: immedi- 
ately follows, ‘ But theLord delivereth him out of 
them all { 2?) And it would be madnefs to deny, that 
this more than compenfates the other.) But: neither 
vare the wicked quite exempted from the ‘misfortunes 
- and calamities of life; and when they fall-wpon them, 
they have nothing to fupport them under fuch pains 
none to extricate or deliver them.) 9) 919) 890 
But a true Chriftian, encouraged: by a seth acted 
ence, and. depending upon the divine favour, bears with 
_ patience all thefe evils, by the efforts of generous love, 
and unfhaken) faith: they all feem light to-him, he 
defpifes, what he f uffers, ‘while: he: waits «with patience 
- for theiobje& of his- hope; sand, indeed, what, either 
in, life or in ‘death, can-he be afraid of, +‘ whofe life is 
hid with: Chrit)in Gods” and of whomiit may be 
juftly faid, without exaggeration, ‘* If the world fhould 
be cruthed, and. broken) to pieces, he would’be un- 
daunted, even while the rains fell. ape oan head $2? 
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Of our ; Havpiness, pices that it lies in oe 

Sib alone can direct us tothe true way of attaining to 

; that this way. he. has difcovered in the Sacred: 

ay the divine authority rons is as and 

ibainacads ah. tre, prenibortixs vd oiteas old 
pe two’ expreflions, “¢/ That .there.is a,begin-.. 

ning, and that there is alfo an end*,’’);convey | 

matters great in themfelves,.and which. ought, to, be .. 
confidered as of vaft-importance.to us,,, Itis:abfolutely .. 
neceflary, that ‘there fhould be fome one principle.of all. . 
things ;, and-by.an equal degree of neceflity, this prin- 
ciple muft be, of all,others, the greateft. and the deft. ..; 
It is alfo neceflary that he,.who gave being tovall things, 
mutt have propofed to himfelf fome.end to’ be attained, i 
by. the produétion and difpofal of them: but,..as. the,» 
end of the, beft. of all. agents mutt itfelf alfo bethe, 
higheft and the. beft, this.end can be no..other. than .. 
himfelf.. And the reafoning of the author of the Epiftle i 
to the Hebrews, concerning the oath of God, may alfo. . 
be applied to this cafe :.‘ As he had. no-greater to 
{wear by, fays the Apoftle, he fwore by himfelfi?? : yD 
like manner, as:he had no-greater,or better end'to.pro- 
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pofe, he propofed himfelf. . «* He hath made all things 
for himfelf, fays the author of the book of Proverbs, 
even the wicked for the day of evil*.”?. And the Apof- 
tle Paul, in his Epiftle to the Romans, gives usa lively 
defcription of that incomparable circle, the moft com- 
plete of all figures: Of hims\and through’him, ‘and: ’ 
tovhimy areal pass to sigan be ee se aia 
, Altivanepe? shh a ches «Aah 

‘Now man} theornament'and matter-piece of all the 
vifible creation, by extraordinary art, and in.a ‘method 
peculiar to himfelf, returns to his firft original, and has 
- his*Créator not only for the principle’ of his being, ‘and 
of his‘ well- -being, but ‘alfo “for ‘his end. > Thus, by a 
wonderful inftance of wifdom and ‘goodnefs, God has: 
fo ‘conné@ed?his own glory with our happinefs, that we» 
| canfot properly intend ‘or defire'the one, but the other ~ 
muft ‘follow of courfe, and our felicity is'at laft refolved 
into his*éternal glory: © The other works of God ferve 
to prdémote his honour; \but'man, ‘by rational’ know. © 
ledgé'and willy offers himfelf, and all that he has; as a” 
factificé'to’His Creator. From his knowledge of him - 
he is'induced to love him ; ‘and in confequence of his 
lovés he“attains at laft to the enjoyment of him.) And 
it is the wifdom, as well as the happinefs of ‘man, to 
propofe to himfelf, as the fcope and ultimate end of his 
life;.that very thing, which pe exalted Creator wie 
propofed before. 

But, that we may proceed pradislly-s in our fpecula. 


* Prov, xii. 48 = s+ Rom, xi. 86: 
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“tions upon this fubject, we muft. firft..conclude,. that 
there isa. proper end intended for man; that this end 
‘is fyited‘to his nature, and perfectly. accommodated to 
vall his wants and. defires, that fo the principal part of 

_this wonderful fabric may not be. quite ~ ew and 

labour. under a manifeft imperfections) {eo} j6 9 

-Norvcan there be a more important; fpeculation, nor 
‘one more worthy of man, than that. which concerns 
his own end, and that good, -which is fully and, per- 
fectly fuited to his circumftances: Chance or'fortune 
mutt, of neceflity, have a great influence, in our life, 
when we live at random ; we muft, therefore, if we be 
wife; or rather that we may be wife, propofe'to our- 
felvés an-end, to which all our’ aétions | ought: to have | 
‘a reference, and by which, as\a certain) fixed) ftar, we 

-are to direé&t our courfe... But it is furprifing. to, ob- 

- ferves) ‘how: much ‘all the. wifeft: men amongy the hea- 
thens were: perplexed in their enquiries ;after this end, 
and intochow many different opinions they. were divid- 

ed about its Of this, however, we have) spokias at 

= length i in.abéther place. ie -2¢ .od ‘0? 2F Aen 

» Now, to: be brief, it is neceflary, that, des goods or 
end, fhould be“ perfect, fuitable, not eafily; taken 
away, nay; fuch'as we can, by no means,.\be deprived 
of; and: finally, it muft confift of fuch: things'as have 

a particular. ¢elation to the foul, and not.of external 

enjoyments *.’?: Whence « ** flavifh and: brutal «pleas 


* Tedsiov, x durapuis, % Sura pepeter, imo evecpenlperoy, We Tey sept 
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fares *;” vain and perifhing honours and tichégs which 
only ferve'to fupport'and promote ‘the former, are,in this 
enquiry, juftly, and without the leat: hefitation, hiffed 
‘off the ftage’by all found philofophers; who, with great 
- ‘unanimity acknowledge, that our felicity confifts folely, 
or at leaft principally, in) virtue. But your favourite 
philofopher Ariftotle, and othe Peripatetics, who are 
“his followers, feem to doubt, ‘whether virtue alone be 
fufficient for'this purpofe, and not to be very confiftent 
with themfelves.’ The Stoics, who proceeded’ with 
greater courage, and acted more like men, affirmed, 
that'virtue was fully fufficient for this: purpofe, without 
the helps\and iupplements ‘required! by’ the: former. 
And ‘that, while they: beftowed fuch “high -praifes’ on 
“virtue, they:might not feem' to have’ quite: forgotten 
God,'they'not ‘only faid, ‘that virtue was fomethingdi- 
_ vine, in’ which they were joined by Ariftotle, but valfo 
concluded; that their wife man‘did all things, “7 with'a 
dire&° reference: to God t,?° Tt wasvalfo a general 
maxim with the followers of Plato, <¢ That'the end of 
man is to be, as far as‘is poflible, made like’ unto 
Godt?” “And Plato himfelf, in his: fecond book of 
laws; and in his'Phaedo, afferts,that’ man’s chief good 
is the Knowledge of the truth: yet, as this knowledges. 
not perfeét in the prefent life, he is of opinion, that it 
canfcarcely’be faid: of any man, that he is happy here 
below ; ‘but there is hope to be entertained concerning © 
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- the dead, ‘provided they: are “purified before*they leave 
the’ worldy' But there:are’ two’ things: particularly, 
“wwith'regard to this queftion, «which our ‘religion;and 
“-moft precious faith, teaches with incomparably greater 
‘falnefs and evidence, than all the fchools and: books: ip 
othe philofophers. m gmbh Ie BlatwOtg. “olssiry orl? 
1. That our felicity is not to terminate in ourfelves, 

‘but'in'God. \* Bleffed is the’ man that: feareth the 
“Lord *:»and, ‘the ‘pure’ in ‘heart: ‘fhall' fee: God +.” 
«© Todfeck' God, fays St. Auguftine, is to: defire happi- 
nefs, and to’ find him is that happinefs tr 10% yn 
-)) Q. That our happinefs is*not confined within the:li- 
‘mits of this’ fhort life; nor does it ‘end withct 2‘on the 
“gontrary, “it'is fcarce begun in this. world 'y:‘but:- «when 
“| the’ prefent life'\comes to a period, then this chappinefs 
is.completed,:and’ becomes‘eternal: “Our life’‘on this — 
‘searth; therefore, is only fo far shappy;:as:it/has’‘a°re- 

»femblance tothat we thall: enjoy in heaven,and becomes, 

“vas it-were,'an earneft of its’ that a is, whenit: isemployed 

‘in’ pure ‘and! fincere piety; in-obedience’ to the will’ of 
/°God, and an ambition to’ promote his’ glory, +till!we' ar- 

riveat that happy tate; where our hunger and ‘thirft 

fhail be emcee fatisfied, and — our — never 
a IOS joist 
uFor itlis evident, ieee man, in this ‘lite eeeinup fo . 
@ wail the'more perfec and happy, in proportion ashe 
has his mind and affections more thoroughlycon formed 
to the pattern of that moft’ bleffed and perfeé ‘life : 


* ~Pfal. cxii. 1. + Matth v.'8. 
¢ Secutio Dei appetitus beatitatis, confecutio beatitas, 
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»and this isindeed|the great ambition of a true Chriftian ; 

this is his fludy, which: he:ceafes not to purfue. withar- - 
dour day’ and) night ¢ nor does he let fo much,as one 
o days pals; without copying fome: lines: of that. perfect 
“pattern ;. and ithe more he adyances in. ‘purity: of mind, 
the greater progrefs he makes in the: ‘knowledge and 
eoitemsplali of divine thingisyii-i(o)-avosed FO. 

» But .who-wilbinftru& us with, regard ‘to:the means 
“of reaching this bleffed mark.?. ‘Who will thew us:-how 
 wemay attain this: conformity to God, and mott effec- 

tually promote his honour and glory, fo ,that at laft.we 


~ may cometo the enjoyment of him in that endlefs life, 
srand-be for ever fatisfied with the beatific vifion-of him ? 


What faithful guide: hall: werfind to dire€t usin: this 
-\ way: Surelyshe: himfelf’ mult be our leaders :there is 


ho, other! befides him; -that-can-anfwer:our purpofe.. It 


_oisshe alone that-acquaints us with. his owmnatureyas far 


as itis neceflary:for:us:to-know ‘it;)and) he, alone that 


_adireéts, us) tos the away | wherein he chufes,to:be wor- 
tofhippedi: «¢ God cannot be knowm but by: his‘ownire- 
-uvelation of himfelf *.?? c1Whenhe isepleafed: to wrap 
*--himfelf-up in aicloud, bnbitlies man, inyhis original inte- 
so grity,’nay, nor even the angels, can know; or invetti- 


gate his nature or his intentions. We are indeed ac- 
| quainted: in} the facred records, “*-That-the -heavens 


eddeclarethe glory of ,God:* :? and thisy:to:be fure; is 


bowery truein certain refpects, but they:do by no means 


é declare the. hidden poigltehdes ofthe Creator; mor hisin- - 


* Non poteft in nif de’ Deo i intelligi. 
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-tentions, and the manner of that worfhip and fervice he 
requires from his reafonable creatures. And therefore 
the Plalmift, having begun the pfalm with the voice 
and declaration of the heavens, immediately after men- 
tions)another light much clearer than the fun: himfelf, 
“anda volume or’book more perfec than the language 
‘of all the fpheres. Nothing is more certain, than that 
the doétrine, which leads us to: God, muftitake ‘its rife 
from him; | for by no art whatever can the! waters be 
made towrife higher than their fountain. It was ‘there- 
fore abfolutely neceflary; for the purpofe 1 have:mens 
tioned, that fome revelation, concerning ‘God, fhould 
bemade:to’' mankind by himfelf; and, accordingly, he 
did reveal himfelf to. them: from’ the beginning; and 
thefe revelations the father of lies mimicked by thofe 
delufions of his, that were publifhed by the heathen 
oracles, ‘The divine Wifdom, in! revealing ‘himfelf to 
mankind, has: thought proper, at different; periods of 
time; to makeufe of different: methods and ways} or; 
according \toothat ‘of the Epiftle to the Hebrews, “at 
fundry::times,:and in divers ' manners *);” “but! at°laft 
it feemed good to him, that this facred doétrine thould 
be:committed to writing, that with the greater certainty 
_ and. purity it might behanded down to fucceeding ages. ° 
If:we confider his abfolute powers it would “certainly 
haverbeen asieafy for him to:-have preferved this’ doc- 
-trine pure andentire, without committing it to writing 5 
but, for the moftipart; he has been pleafed:to make ufe 
of means naturally fuited: and adapted to: his purpofes, 
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and: difpofes all things, focas: -effeGtually | to: fecureshis 
ends, yet in an ealy. natural manner fuited:to\our capa- 
cities anid conceptions of things.’ niyo" fie) ont 
~ LE any one would. prove, ‘that thef books: which: we 
_ receive as fuch, are in: fac the repofitoriesiof this facred 
-and celeftial dodtrine; the moft proper method hecould 
take: would be, firft, to thew, that the facred  hiftory 
and doétrines; contained in: them, are true;: and then, 
from their own teftimony,conclude them divine. «1 
For the truth of our! religion being ‘once well »eftas 
blifhed, it! is, to be: fure, a’ moft juft:poftulation, and 
fuch ‘as ought not to be denied to any feét of men; that; 
in this:inftance, the: teftimony of the Chriftian church 
fhould:be believed, whemit points out the:bdcks where. 
inthe fum, and fubftance of that’religion:are originally 
and authentically ddpbfited Hove isit aut Yo enonwien 
o) Thertruthoof the facred:hiftory being once granted; — 
the: divinity of the doGrine:will: naturally follow:of 
courle ; as the hiftory: mentions fo: many:and fo great 
miracles that ‘were wrought in confirmation of the doc- | 
trine 5. thofe particularlythat were performed in proof 
of the Old-Teftament, by: Mofes, the fervant of God, by 
whofe miniftry: the law was given ‘to the Jews; and 
thofe that were wrought 'in confirmation’of the: Newby 
Jefus:Chrift, the only begotten fon of God,:and au- 
thor of ithe Evangelic: law ; as/alfo thofe that: were’ 
wrought by ‘his fervants the Apoftles, and other Chrif+ 
tians:;/ and, abfolutely to deny ‘the force: of all: thefe, 
would.be an! inftance of: impudence and: obftinacy ‘fo 


ot aloberbrcaisy:» 


’ 


208: OER HAPPINESS INI COD) LEGT. BEX) 


greaty'that the keené(t ‘enemiés of the Chriftian’ name 
_of oldidid ‘not-venture’ upon iti But the Scriptures” 
have'-two great evidences'of ‘their divinity, ° theirown) 
internal character, and ‘that external’ teftimony.‘There: 
are two _— which’ OG es — “their internal 
charadiero! en wrayer ly gadis ¥ ab flornesi> suit. 
‘yy Phe incomparable fli a helene ‘of the 
doStrine they'contain: for in’vain will-you ‘look for’ 
fuch profound myfteries, and fach: apa and-holy «pre-" 
cépts, any where elie! 98.64 3g8 xox! awed babass 
-9.’The‘inimitable and evidently: ‘divine majefty: of * 
the flile, attended, at thefame time, witha furprifine’’ 
and wonderful fimplicity... Their'voice is notthévoice _ 
of man “but the whole of them; notwithftanding their’ 
great extent, founds fomething more grand,'than’catt | 
be expected from the mouths ‘of mortal’ men.” Nor: 
ought ‘we to’pafs over that divine efficacy; which ‘the 
Scriptures have, not only: to move the minds of men}. 
but alfo, by a divine operation’, to change them’ into” 
fomething quite different from what they ‘were before;'> 
according’ to that of ‘Lagtantius, “Give me @ fierce,” 
cruel, and paflionate man, ‘with ‘a few ‘of the‘words*of | 
God I will make him as meek as a lamb, Se. 42? “And * 
the external teftimony, already mentioned, “has; to’ be ’ 
fure, as much weight as any thing of that kind'can'pof° 
fibly have. “Who would deny to the regular’ fiieceftion 
of the Catholic church, the credit of a witnels? Who, 
on the other a would claim the —— ofa —_— 
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and arbitrator? It would be quite filly to afcribetothe. 


church:a,decifive power, as if, when:a book were firlt 


prefented to it, or brought out of any. place, where it 


had. been long: concealed, it. could: immediately. pro- 
nounce whether that book was a divine authority or not. 


The church is only a witnefs with regard to thefé books. 


we acknowledge, and its teftimony extends-no farther 
than that they were received, in the firtt ages of chrif. 


tianity,,as, facred and. divinely infpired, and as. fuch . 


handed down trom age to age, to the church.that now 


is ;, and. he; that would venture to difcredit this: tefti- 
mony, muft havea heart of lead, and a face of brafs... 


» There is‘no occafion to'difpute fo. fiercely.about the, 


; inward.teftimony of the Holy,Ghoft: for 1 am: pers. 


fuaded, that thofe.who talk about it, underftand. nothing 


more by ity.than that the Holy Spirit produces, in the, — 
hearts! of men,.that faith whereby they chearfully and 


fincerely, receive thefe books, and. the doctrine contain. 


ed in them, as divine; becaufe fuch.a.faith either ,in- 
cludes,.in the very notion of it, or.at leaft is neceflarily 


connected with, a religious frame) of the. mind, and a. 
fincere. difpofition to univer{al obedience. “* And he 
that believeth, as the Apoftle John expreffeth it, has . 


this teftimony in himfelf *,”’ though he cannot convey, 


- or transfer. it to others... Now, to affert the neceflity of | 


{uch an internal teftimony, is nothing more than to fay, 
that; whatever evidence the Scripture may have i in its 
felf, or from other confiderations, yet the divine faith 

of this truth muft be from above. And he that would 


* 1 John v. 10, 
Bb 
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deny this; would thereby plainlydifcover, that:he: was 
an entire ftranger to that faith himfelf. “ The Serip- 
ture, fays Thomas a Kempis,: muft furely “be:believed . 
and underftood, by means of the fame {pirit, by whom 
it was at firft delivered’*.”? And, as St. :-Auguftine 
expreffes it, “ the only effectual teacher is he, who has 
his chair in heaven, and yet inftrudts the hearts of men 
‘on this earth t.”? The fame divine fpirit plants faith in 
the mind, together with the proper intelligence of -di- 
vine things, and daily augments and improves thefe dif- 
pofitions. © This great gift of the fpirit ‘is, therefore, to 
be fought by fervent and conftant prayer; and the Son 
of God; who ‘is'truth itfelf, has affured us; that his moft 
bountiful: Father will give it to thofe’ thatcafk him) 
Ariftotle has* told us; ‘** That divine infpiration isto 
be fought ‘by facrifices }.”? »; And itis: no: lefs true, 
‘© that the faith and underftanding of things revéaléd by 
divine in{piration are to be fought by prayer §.”’ Varro 
tells us, that he wrote firft of human, andithen of di, 
vine inftitutions; .becaufe focieties of men exifted:firft; 
and the latter were inftituted by them... ‘True religion, 
on the contrary, inftead of being inftituted by any city 
or fociety’on earth, hath inftituted:a city altogether hea- 
_— an n Seerad ang is ‘itfelf infpired bY ae — is 
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the giver of eternal life to phe that. — him in fin- 


aie #S") pie ‘4 rf Mitisdare 4 recy sf “tt sy 
It is truly furprifing to sitet bis Gini: this 


welibions was of old received among men, and what idif- - 


ferent entertainment it meets with even. to this day, 
though the doétrine has been always the fame ; though 
itis {till enforced by the fame arguments, and has. the 
fame difficulties and prejudices to ftruggle with... When 
the divine» Apoftle. preached: in. the:.Areopagus.at 
Athens, a great’ many mocked and. ridiculed) him 
others faid, ‘* We -will hear thee again of, this- matters 
_ but certain men clave unto him and. believed }.”2,,And 
that: we may not think that this faith, in ;thofe who)be- 
lieved,! was:owing to their uncommon: penétration, or 


fagacity on'theione hand, or to their weakneis and fim-~ 


plicity:on the other, of the two mentionedin Sexipture; 
that believed ‘on this occafion, the one. was a/|philofo- 
pher, and the other a woman. Now, though, without 


doubt, ‘human liberty is to be allowedits due,'weightin. - 


this matters syet’ we cannot ‘help acknowledging, that 
aicertain: seit or cane bh: sic toy difeqver; ictal 
heresits yd otis ied to bsofini iste. Se 
“The bafis se weights is! sifithe gut, venieacdeicien or 
lebih vnotions § of Gods according: to Epictetus. St, 
Ignatius eis #6 bean is ene Deen of spent ae ee 





agiioh ainsi shag, 19 
* St. Aug. de oa Dei lib, vi. c. 3 . sid 
Ff Ads xvir- | 38, 3h. Uses ci Isdsn merbertss ‘| 
t Otiay rive pndipacy vel ? Dees rte LOG pas 'f 

MECENE O's Ae wr demos war el 8 


§ bpSact uaroanipeise® 
. B b 2 


e: 


“ 


ore OUR HAPPINESS IN GOD. LECT: XX 


othe vend of at: he? + and the ‘words of the Apoftleare, 
oHe that cometh to:God,; muft-believe that he is; and 
: that heois a réwarder-of them that diligently feek him 5” 
+-fo:that ithe giving of a law to: man, andthe: enforcing 
_sitowith ithe motives of rewards and punifhments, is not 
/inconfiftent-with the filial : difinterefted obedience of: a 
- yationall creature; even-in a {tate of innocence. 9) 1 
> oA trueand-lively faith begets love; )and thus that 
otheavenly: light isthe; vehicle of heat : ‘and: as, by’ this 
-hmeans, true faith has a tendency'to\the practice of obe- 
diencey fo all true» obedience depends upon: faith;-and 
») flows from! it}. but it:alfo' proceeds: from: love; :(becaufe’ 
vfaithofirfb»produces love; andthen:works by it. 9 (All 
o)ksnowledge-of myfteries:is vain, and of no value;:an- 
-ydefs it have aminfluence upon the affections, and thereby 
acon the whole conduct of life.) The luminaries|,of hea- 
o) Venvare placed: on high ; but.they are fo placed, that 
.olthey may’ fhine, and Reiaieties periods, for the be- 
Senefitof thisearthshiexs “tiedt: 61 noHsloterenos “ni: 
i had. We moft, believe, that € God is?) this srraphils waite 
-iten, in capital letters on every page of the facred books 
_ of Scriptures) for. all things) that are therein delivered 
- by! God, and concerning him, confirm this, and take it 
fora primary.and undoubted principle. | But thefe fa, 
cred books acknowledge another more univerfal ; evi- 
dence of. this leading truth, and ian evidence quite. dif- 
-» tin from) theirs, to. which they refer all, even the moft. 
+ cobftinate unbelievers, and thofe that are’ entirely igno- 
~s vant of this celeftial, dotrine, for. full conviction fi)» 


— 
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_18As fibis'quite plainy that the teftittiony of thé written 

5 word : owillshaverlittle or:no‘influence upon ::mienj who 

“have not’! received |:the’ ‘leaft' 'tin@ure:of divine’ faith ; - 

-sfhould:any' perfon, difputing with them, reafon' after — 
‘this manner, there is'a “God; becaufe this is’aflerted in 
» the facred Scriptures, and their’ teftimony mutt, by all 
‘means, bevbelieved, becaufe they are the word of God : 
ican argument of this’ kind,’ to be fure} ‘would have no 
‘other .effeét, but to’ expofe'the perfon that! urgeditito 
othe ridicule of ‘Atheifts and unbelievers; becaufeitevi- 
brdently: begs the queftion, and runs into a vicious circle. 
»| He; therefore, that would bring over fuchperfons ito 
‘\4he faith} mnftvreafon!after a quite different) manner. 
-Butdetchim; on the other hand; who‘onceaccepts thefe 
«cbooks)owith:the fubmiffion’ due*to! their-real dignity, 
-standodivine: authenticity, receive light and “edification 

‘sfronvthenmon'évery article of faithy and withrregard to 
-otthel whole fyftem of ‘religion:in (general ¢! let hinyaHo, 
in congratulation to their exalted ‘author, ‘cry out, 
-i¢ With thee, Oe Lord; is‘the fountain of Jifé:.and in 
Athy light we thal feelight*.”’> “And let/‘him that™de- 
fires) itovbey not only: a nominal  proficient‘in’ theology, 
obut a‘reab lover of ‘God; and alfo to'be taught of him tf, 
st A pisoby euch himfelf, above “all things;” to’ make this 
-isegadint volume his conftant) ftudy, mixing’ his reading 
‘ibwith frequent and fervent prayer’; for if'thefe are omit- 
‘logeds his labour willbealtogether in. vain, fuppofing him 
ots beever fovwell verfed; not only in’ thefe ‘books, “but 
alfo to-havevall' the-advantages that ‘can’ be had ‘from 


* Pfal. xxvi. 9. PBC Ss 16 Deod/DaxI@us 
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the knowledge of languages, and'the afliftance.of com- 
mentators:and interpreters. Different men have differ- 
ent views in reading this book ;/as’ in the fame field 
the ox looks for grafs, the hound for a hare, and the 
ftork for a lizard. Some, fond of critical- remarks, 
pick up nothing but little tones and fhells. Others 
run in purfuit of fublime ‘mytteries, giving themfelves 
but very little trouble about the precepts and inftruc- 
tions, that are clear and evident ; and thefe plunge 
themfelves into a pit, that has nobottom. But thege-— 
nuine difciples:of this true wifdom are thofe, who make | 
it their daily employment to purify their hearts by the 
water of thefe, fountains, . and, reduce their, whole lives, 
tora conformity with. this-heavenly doétrines: >iT hey. 
defire not. to: know. thefe things-only, that they: may. 
have the reputation of knowledge, or to be diftinguith- 
ed. inthe world ;, but that their fouls may,-be healed, 
and. their (fteps ‘directed, fo that. they maybe leds) 
through. the paths of righteoufnefs, to the glorious feli-; 
city which jis ifet before thems, y og) idsdorestan 
. .aathe fum,ofiall is, that our felicity lies Coleli par ene 
tnsly in that blefled God, who: is alfothe fountain and | 
fource of our being ; ; that the only means.of our union> 
with him: is| true \religion ;. and: this, again, confiftsin » 
our entertaining juft notions of God, worfhipping him: 
acceptably, and endeavouring a con{tant:and unwearied 
obedience to all his commands, according to that moft 
pure and perfeé rule laid down in thefe divine'books, 
which we profefs to receive as fuch. Let us, therefore, 
have conftantly fixed in our minds thefe words of the 


y 
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LECT. XX OF THE, DIVINE: ATTRIBUTES. . Qe 
Pfalmift, .«* Blefled., are the undefiled: in: the: ‘wayy that 
walk inthe way of thé Lord. -'Phou:haft: commanded 


us. to keep thy precepts diligently. », QO! that a 
were dixefed to wks ne ak ot r 
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va artnet its Prec Od) Pores iiRh Meat 
OF atk the maxims that are ‘naturally’ ‘written on the’ 
“"‘heart‘of man, there is none more certain or more’ 
univerfally known, than tHat? Gop ‘1s ; Concerning» 
which I have given a differtation fome time ago.) But’ 
ofall the fecrets and hidden’ things of ‘nature; which? 
‘have been’ the fubjedt ‘of chuman “ftudy «and “inquiry;" 
there is nothing, by a’ prodigious odds, fo dificult of’ 
unfearchable, as to know wHaT HEIs. !Thefaying of» 
St: Auguiftine, concerning ‘time, ‘is well ‘known’ in'the 
{chools ; 3) with how much greater truth’ mightit befaid 
of : hin, who is more ancient than time) “¢ and who bid! 
time flow from the beginning +? That “he’ hath made” 
darknefs' his hiding- place, and amidft that “darknefs. ‘ 
oo in! ung inaeceffible aie — ‘to our és: ‘is to 
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be fure more dark than darkiels itfelf. O the divine 
darknefs ! fays a great man *; and another moft 
acutely, ‘< If you divide or cut afunder this darknefs, ~ 
who will fhine forth + ?”?. When, therefore, we are to 
fpeak of him, let us always call to remembrance the ad- 
monition, which bids us ‘* fpeak with reverence and 
- fear t.” For what can we fay that is worthy of him, | 
fince man, when he {peaks of God, is but a blind perfon 
defcribing light? Yet, blind as we are, there is one thing 
we may, with great truth, fay of\that glorious light, 
and let us frequently repeat it; O. when will that 
bleffed day fhine forth, which fall deliver the foul from 
thofe thick integuments of flefh, that, like fcales on the: 
eye, cbftruct its fight, and fhall introduce it into amore 
- full and open view of that primitive eternal light? Per- 
haps the propereft anfwer we could give to the queftion, 
_ What is God? would be to obferve a moft profound 
filence: or, if we fhould think proper to anfwer any 
thing, it ought to be fomething next to this abfolute fi- 
lence; viz. Gop 1s; which gives usa higher and bet- 
ter idea of him, than any thing we can either exprefs or 
conceive. | 
- Theological writers mention three methods, whereby 
men come to fome kind of knowledge of God them- 
felves, and communicate that knowledge to others, viz. 
the way of negation, the way of caufation, and the way of 
eminence : yet the very terms, that are ufed to exprefs 
thefe ways, fhew what a faint knowledge of the invifi- 
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LECT! <x! or THE DIVING ATTRIBUTES? - ans 
ble"Being'i to be-attainied’ by ‘thems 15° that the tor 
laft: tHiay"be jlHy reduced to'the firft;and allour know!” 
ledge oF this! kind‘ called negative. ” Porto pretend’ to” 
give arly explanation! of ‘the Divind Effence;! ‘as difting 
from what® we eallhis'\ ‘attributes; would” bela’ réfines 
ment*fo abfurd; thay winder ‘the: “appearance” of more” 
acctirate: knowledge; it'would betray our ignorance the* ' 
mére? and’ fo unaccountablé would it’ be to~ attempt! 
any fuch thing,’ ‘with regard to thecunfearchable majefty?> . 
of God, “that: “poflibly “the moft- toweting and’ exdlted™ 
genius on’earth ought frankly! to acknowledge; that we 
know! neither ‘our own effence; nor that of anyother” 
creature, “even: “the meaneft and “iioft! contemptible): i 
Though‘ in the {chools they difting uifh: the ‘divine attri’ a 
butes or exéellencies, and that’ by io means impro passe at 
into gommunicable'aidincomminicable : 3 yet we' ‘ought 
fo to’ ‘guard this’ diftinétion, “as ‘always! to weak te 
that thofe hich are called communicable, when‘ “aps” 
plied'to’ God, are fot only to be underftood, ima'man: © 
ner, incommunicable, and» quite peculiar*to himfelfy 
but alfo; that in: him: they are,-in/reality, infinitely dif-~ 
ferent from thofe'virtues ; or rather, in a matter where 
the difparity of the fubjects is fo very great; thofe fha- 
dows of virtues, that’ go under the fame names,’ either” 
in-mén rangels;’ for it is not only true, that allthings, 
in the infinite and eternal being, are infinite and eternal; 
but they aré alfo; though in a manner quite inexprefli-" 
bleyhimfelf. --He is-good without quality,’ great withs » 
eut quantity, &c. He is good in fuch a poate as to pe 
aC c. 
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called by the Evangelift, the only good being *. He 
is alfo the only wife being ; “‘ To the only wife God,” 

faith the Apoftle. And the fame Apoftle tells us, in 
another place, ‘* That he only hath immortality,” that 
is, © from his own nature, and not from the will-or 

difpofition of another f.” “If we are confidered as 

- joined to, or united with God, fays an ancient writer of 
great note, we have a being, we live, and in fome fort 
are wife; but if we are compared with God, we have 
no wifdom at all, nor do we live, or fo much as have 
any exiftence t.”? All other things were by him brought 
out of nothing, in confequence of a free adt of his will 
_ by means of his infinite power; fo that they may. be 
juftly called mere contingencies, and he is the only 
neceffarily exiftent being.’ Nay, he is the only really 
exiftent being. > 9tws 3 or, as Plotinus exprefles it, 
7 vezpolus ¢. Thus alfo the Septuagint {peaks of him, 
as the only exiftent being §, and fo alfo does the hea- 

then poet ||... This is likewife implied in the exalted | 
name Jehovah, which exprefies his being, and -that he 
has it from himfelf; but what that being is, or where- 
in its effence, fo to fpeak, confifts, it does not fay ; nor, 
if it did, could we at all conceive it. Nay, fo far is that 


* Matth, xix. 17. 
7 2 6 oinsias pivaus bn 28 évéps Rednoewse 
£ Deo fi conjungimur, fumus, vivimus, fapimus : Deo fi com« 


paramur, nec fapimus omnino, nec vivimus, imo nec fumus. Greg. 
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name from difcovering what his being is, that it plainly 
infinuates, that his exiftence is hid, and covered witha 
vail. Fam who Iam; or, lam what lam *. As if he 
had faid, I myfelf know what Lam, but you neither 
know, nor can know it; and if I fhould declare where- 
in my being confifts, you could not conceive it. He has, 
however, manifefted in his works, and in his word, 
what it is our intereft to know, “ That he is the Lord, 
God, merciful and gracious, abundant in goodnefs and 
truth.” 
We call him a moft pure fpirit, and mean to fay,. 
that he is of a nature entirely incorporeal; yet this 
word, in the Greek, Hebrew, and all other languages, 
according to its primitive and natural fignification, con- 
veys no other idea, than that of a gentle gale, or wind, 
which-every one knows to: be a body, though rarified 
to a very great degree; fo that, when we fpeak of that 
infinite: purity, all words fail us; and even,’ when we 
think of it, all the refinements of the’ acuteft. under- 
{ftanding: are quite at a ftand, and become entirely ufe- 
lefs. It is, in every refpeét, asneceflary to acknowledge 
his eternity, as his being; provided, that, when we 
mention the term God, we mean by it the firft being, 
fuppofing that expreffion to include alfo his felf-exift- 
ence. ‘This idea of a firft and eternal being is again in- 
feparably connected with an infinite degree of all pofli- 
ble perfection, together with immutability, and abfolute 
: But all thefe are treated of, at 


4 


perfeverance therein. 
~ % Exod. iii, 14,” 
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great length, in nnselonical books, whereof you have 
a very large collection. 

In like. manner, if we fuppote.C God to be eva firlt of 
all beings, we muft, unavoidably, therefrom, conclude 
his unity: as to the ineffable Trinity fubfifting in, this 
Unity, a myftery difcovered only by the facred Scrip- 
* tures, efpecially i in the New Teftament, where itis more 
clearly revealed than in the Old, let others boldly pry 
into it, if they pleafe, while we receive it with an hum- 
ble faith, and think it fufficient for us to admire and 
indore: re 

- The other intone i ufe to be mentioned:o on 
this fubjeét, may be fuppofed to be perfectly compre- 
hended under the following three, viz. power, wi/dom, 
and goodne/s : for haline/s, juftice, mercy, infinite bounty, 
&c. may be, with great propriety, ranked under the ge- 
neral term of F goodne/s. 

But rather than infift upon metaphyfical nadie 
Jet us, while we walk daily in thefe pleafant fields, be 
conftantly culling frefh and never fading flowers. When 
the Pfalmift cries out, ‘“ Great is the Lord, and ieee 
to be praifed, and of his greatnefs there is no end; 
he wanted to fhew, faith St. Auguftine, how great ni 
is; but how can this be done? Though. he repeated, 
great, great, the whole day, it would have been to little — 
purpofe, for he muft have ended at laft, becaufe the day - 
would have ended; but his greatnefs was before the 
beginning of days, and will reach beyond the end of 


* Pfalm cxly. 3. 
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time *? The poet exprefles himfelf admirably well, 
‘* T will praife thee, O blefled God, with my voice, I | 
will praife thee, alfo, with filence? ‘For, thou; O inex- 
preflible Father, who can’{t never be known, under-— 
ftandeft the filence of the mind, -as well as anys words 
or eaprediione pen 


LECTURE: XXIL.- 


How to regulate Life according to the Rules of 
Rericion. 


HAVE now, at different ents addrefled myfelf to. 

_ “© you upon feveral fubjects of great importance, and’ 
of the utmoft neceflity ; though, what I have hitherto: 
faid, was orlly defigned as a preface, or introduction, to 


* Volebat dicere. quam, magnus fit, fed hoc qui fiert poteft? 
EtG tota die magnum diceret, parum effet, finiret enim aliquando, 
quia, finiretur dies, magnitudo autem illius ante dies, et ultra dies. 
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what I further propofed ; but to attempt to profecute 
this defign, at the very end of the year, would be quite 
improper, and to little or no purpole ; I fhall, there- 
fore, altogether forbear entering upon it, and, for this | 
time, lay before you a few advices, which may be ufe- 
ful, not only in order to employ, to greater advantage, 
‘the months of vacation, that ‘are now at hand, but alfo 
the better to, regulate your whole lives. gs 
_ And my firft advice thall be, to avoid too much fleep, 
which waftes the morning hours, that are ‘motft proper 
for ftudy, as well as for the exercifes of religion ; and 
ftupifies and enervates the ftrength of body and mind. 
. Tremember, that the famous abbot of Clairevaux *, 
when he found the friars fleeping immoderately,'ufed 
to fay, “ That they flept like the fecular clergy f.”? 
And, though ‘we do not ‘admit of the feveré rules to 
_ which the monks fubjeéted themlelves, we muft at leaft 
allow, that the meafure and degree of fleep, and other 
bodily refrefhments, fuitable for a young man, devoted 
to ftudy and devotion, is very far different from ‘that 
excefs, in which'the common ties of mankind pay 
— themfelves. HW DE ToGSD CL IES 
Another advice, which is a kin to, and nearly con- 
neéted with the former, fhall be, to obferve temperance 
in eating and drinking: for moderation in fleeping ge- 
nerally follows fobriety in eating, and other fenfual gra- 
tifications; but that thick cloud of vapours, that arifes 
from a full ftomach, muft of neceffity overwhelm all 
the animal fpirits, and keep them long locked up in an 


* St. Bernard. = + Seculariter dormire. 
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indolent inactive ftate. Therefore the: Greeks, not 
without reafon, exprefs thefe two duties, to be fober, and 
to be watchful, indifferently by the fame term. And 
the Apoftle Peter, that he might make his connection 
| more-evident, ufes, indeed, two words for this purpofe ; 
but exhorts to thefe duties, as clofely connected toge- 
ther,.or rather, as if they were, in fome refpect, but 
one, Be fober, be vigilant *. And, in the fame Epiftle, 
having fubftituted another word for fobriety, he ex- 
prefles watchfulnefs by the fame word he had put for — 
fobriety in the other place, Be fober and watch {. Both 
thefe difpofitions are fo applied to the mind, as to in+ - 
clude a fober and watchful ftate of the body and fenfes ; 
as this is exceeding ufeful, nay, quite neceflary, in or- 
der to.a correfpondent frame of the mind: and. that 
difpofition, both of body and mind, not only fubfervient, 
butialfo) neceflary to piety and conftancy in prayer : 
‘¢ Be fober and watch unto prayer {.”7 >. 

When the body is reduced to its ighteft and vai 
active ftate, itill, as it is corruptible, it is, to be fure, a 
burden to the mind; how much more mutt it be fo, 
when it is depreffed with an immoderate load of meat 

and drink; and, in confequence of this, of fleep? Nor. 
can thé mind roufe itfelf, or ufe the wings of contem- 
' plation and prayer, with freedom, when it is overpow- 
ered with fo heavy a load: nay,-neither can it make | 
any remarkable progrefs in the ftudy of human litera- 


* Nalers, ypnyopnonre. 
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‘ture, but will move: lowly and embarraffed, be at a 
ftand, like a -wheel-carriage in deep clay. The Greeks, 
very juftly,’ exprefled the virtue, we are now recom- 
mending, by the term g..¢pcun, it being, as your favour- 
ite philofopher * obferves in his Ethics, the great prefer- 
vative of the mind. He is certainly a very great enemy 
to his own: underftanding that lives high, and indulges 
himfelf in luxury. “¢ A fat belly. is feldom accompanied | 
withean acute under{tanding +.”? Nor is it my inten- 
tion in this, only to.warn you. again{ft 'drunkennefs and 
luxury.; I would willingly hope, that fuch ‘an advice 
would be fuperfluous to you: but, in this conflia, I 
would willingly carry you to fuch a pitch of victory, 
that, at your ordinary and leaft -delicious: meals, that 
you would always {top fome degrees within the bounds, 
to which your appetite would carry you. Confider 
“ that, as Cato faid, the belly has no ears +,” but it has 
a mouth, into which a bridle muft be put, and, there- 
fore, I addrefs not myfelf to it, but to the diredting 
mind, that is fet over it, which, for that reafon, ought 
to govern the body, with all its fenfes, and curb them - 
at its pleafure. St. Bernard’s words are admirable to 
this. purpofe, «« A prudent mind, devoted to God, 
ought fo to actin its body, as the mafter of a family in 
his own houfe. He ought not to fuffer his fleth to be, 
as Solomon exprefles it, like a brawling woman, nor“ 
any carnal appetite to act likea rebellious fervant ;_ but 
to enure them to obedience and patience. He muft 


* Ariftotle } Maxiia yasne Anwry 8 TixTet voov. 
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not have’his fenfes for his guides, but bring them into 
- {ubjeGtion and fubferviency to reafon and religion. He | 


mutt, by all means, have his houfe and family fo-or- 
dered, and well difciplined, that he can fay to one, Go, 
and he goeth, and to another, Come, and he cometh ; 
and, to his fervant the body, Do this, and it doeth what: 
it isbid, without murmuring. The body muft alfo be 
treated with a little hardfhip, that it may not be difobe- 
dient to the mind *.” °* For he, faith Solomon, that 
delicately bringeth up’his fervant from a child, fhall 
have him become’a rebellious fon at laft +.?? This is 
what I would have you afpire to, a conqueft over your 
flefh, and all its lufts; for they carry on a deadly war 
againft your fouls ;: — their defires are then moft to 
be refifted, when they flatter moft. ' What an unhappy 
and difhonourable‘inverfion of nature itis, when the 
flefh commands, and the mind is in fubjection ! When 
the flefh, which is vile, grofs, earthly, and foon to be 
the food of worms, governs “ the foul, that is ge 


breath of God, &c. {.” 


* Sic prudens et Deo decatus animus habere fe debet in corporé ~ 
fuo, ficut pater familias in domo fua. Non habeat, ficut Solomon 
dicit, mulierem litigiofam carnem fuam, nec ullum appetitum:. car- 
nis ut fervum rebellem, fed ad obedientiam et patientiam afluefatum, 
Habeat fenfus fuos non duces, fed rdtioni et. religioni fervientes et 
fequaces ; ; habeat omnem omnino domum vel familiam fuam fic or- 
dinatam, et difcipline fubditam, ut dicat huic vade, et vadat, et — 


alii, yeni, et veniat, et fervo cor pori, facito hoc, et fine murmure fiat 


- quod jubetur, et paulo. certe durius traGtandum elt; corpus, ne ‘ani- 


{ 


mo male pareat. 
+ Prov. xxix. 21. 
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. Another thing I would have you beware of, is 
immoderate fpeech. The-evils of the tongue are many 5 


but the fhorteft way to find a remedy for them all, is. 


to ftudy filence, and avoid, as the poet expreffes it, 
“-exceflive prating, and a vat defire of {peaking* .”” 

“« He is a perfe& man, as the Apoftle James expref- 
fes it, who offends not in word+;’? and therefore, 
doubtlefs, he that {peaks leaft, offends in this refpea 
more rarely.‘ But in the multitude of words, as-the 
‘wife man obferves, there wants not fint.” To fpeak 
much, and alfo to the purpofe, dois falls to the 
fhare of one man ||. Now, that we may avoid loqua- 
city, we mutt love folitude, and render it familiar ; that 
fo every one may have an opportunity to {peak much 
to himfelf, and little to other people. ‘ We.mutt, to 
be fure, fays a Kempis, be in charity with all men ; 
but it is not expedient to be familiar with every one §.”’ 


General, and indifcriminate converfation with every — 


one we meet, is a mean and filly thing, Even, when 
- we promife ourfelves comfort and fatisfaction, from free 
converfation, ,we often return from fuch interviews 
with uneafinefs; or, at leaft, have fpoken and heard 
fuch things, as, upon ferious reflection, may juftly give 


us concern. But, if we would fecure our tongues and — 


fenfes, or Keep fafe our hearts, and all the iffues of 


* Improba garrulitas, atu’: ; immane loquendi. 

+ Jam. iif. 2. t Prov. x. 19. 
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|| Charitas certe habenda eft erga omnes, fed familiaritas non 
expedit. 
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life, we muft be frequent at prayer, m the morning, at 
oon, and at night, or oftener throughout the day, 
and continually walk, as in the prefence of God; al- 
ways remembering, that he obferves not only our aide 
and ations, but alfo takes notice of our moft fecret 
thoughts. This is the fum and fubftance of true piety : 
for he, who is always fenfible, that that pure and all- 
feeing eye is continually upon him, will never venture 
to fin, with fet purpofe, or full confent of mind. This 
fenfe of the divine prefence, would certainly make our 
life, on this earth, like that of the angels; for, accord- 
ing to our Lord’s expreffion, it is their peculiar advan- 
‘tage, ‘ continually to behold the face of our Father, 
who is in heaven.” By this means Jofeph efcaped the 
{nares laid for him by his imperious miftrefs; and, as 
if he had thrown water upon it, extinguifhed that fiery _ 
dart with this feafonable refleBtion, “ Shall I do this 


- great wickednefs, and fin againft God *.”.' He might 


have efcaped the eyes of men, but he ftood in awe of 
that invifible eye, from which nothing can be hid. 
We read of a good man of old, who got the better of a 
temptation, of the fame kind, by the fame ferious con- 
fideration ;. for, being carried from one chamber to 
another, by the woman that tempted him, he {till 
demanded a place of greater fecrecy, till having ° 
brought him to the moft retired place of the whole 
houfe, here, faid fhe, no perfon will find us out, no 
eye can fee us. To'this he anfwered, will no eye fee? 


* Gen. xxxix. 9) 


Dd2 


228 OF A RELIGIOUS LIFE, LECT. XXIL 
‘Will not that of God perceive us? By which | faying, 
he himfelf efcaped the fare, and, by the influence of 
divine grace, brought the finful woman to repentance. 


 Butnow, - a 


Let us praye 4 

Praise waits for thee, O Lord, in Zion; and to be 
employed in paying thee that tribute, is a becoming 
and pleafant exercife: it is due to thee from all the 
works of thy hands, but particularly proper from thy 
faints and celeftial fpirits. Elevate, O Lord, our minds, 
that they may not grovel on the earth, and plunge 
themfelves in the mire;. but, being carried upwards, 
may tafte the pleafures of thy houfe, that exalted houfe 
of thine, the inhabitants whereof are continually fing- 
ing thy praifes. Their praifes add nothing to thee, 
but they themfelves are perfectly happy therein. 
While they behold thy boundlefs goodnefs, with- 
out any vail, admire thy uncreated beauty, and cele- 
brate the praifes thereof throughout all ages. Grant 


us, that we may. walk in the paths of holinefs, and,ac- | 


cording to our meafure, exalt thy name, even on this 
earth, until we alfo be tranflated into the glorious af- 
fembly of thofe who ferve thee in thy higher houfe. 

Remember thy goodnefs and thy covenant to thy 
church militant upon this earth, and expofed to dan- 
gers amidft fo many enemies: yet we believe, that, 
notwithftanding all thefe dangers, it will be fafe at laft : 
it may be diftreffed, and plunged in the waters, but it 
_ cannot be quite overwhelmed, or finally perifh. Pour 


} 
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_ out thy bleffing upon this our nation, our city, and u- 


niverfity :. we depend upon thee, O Father, without | 


_ whofe hand we thould not have been, and without 
whofe favour we can’ never be happy. . Infpire our __ 
hearts. with gladnefs, t thou, who alone art the fountain: 
of folid, pure, and permanent joy, and lead us, by the 
paths of righteoufnefs and grace,:to the reft and light . 
of glory, for the fake of thy Son, our pelea Jefus 
Chritt ; Amen. 


an a ie ce esa 
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pre een act of religious worthip, what a “preat ad- o. 
- vantage would it be, to remember that faying of 
our great Mafter, which nobody is altogether ignorant — 
of, and yet fcarce any know as they ought, “ That 
God, whom we worfbip, | is a {pirit, and therefore to be. 
worthipped 1 in fpirit and in truth *.” He is a fpirit, a 
moft pure fpirit, and the father of fpirits: he is truth, 
primitive truth, and the moft pure fountain of all truth : | 
© But we all have erred in heart ¢.”” We are indeed 
- fpirits, but {pirits immerfed in flefh ; nay, as it were, 


* John iv. 24, ete ended 
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 cctibat tt into fleth, and, the light of truth being ex- 


tinguifhed within. aus, quite involved in the darknefs of 


error: and, what ftill fets us in greater oppofition to: 
- the truth, every thing about us is falfe and delufive ; 
«There is no foundnefs*.” How improper, there- 
fore, are we, who are deceitful and carnal t, to worfhip 
that f{pirit of fupreme truth? Though we pray, and 
faft often, yet all our facrifices, as they are polluted by 
‘the impure hands wherewith we offer them, muft be 
offenfive, and unacceptable to God; and the more 
they are multiplied, the more the pure and {potlefs 
Deity muft complain of them, as the grievance is there- - 
by enhanced: Thus, by his prophet, he complained 
of his people of old: “ Your new moons, faith he, 
‘and your appointed feafts, my foul hateth : they are a 
trouble to me; I am weary to bear them : therefore, 
when you fpread forth your hands, I will hide mine 
eyes from you, and, as it were, turn my back upon 
. you with difdain: but, if you will wafh you, and make 
you clean, then come, and let us reafon. together ats 
as if he had faid, then let us converfe together, and if 
there be any difference between us, let us talk over ~ 
‘the matter, and fettle it in a friendly manner, that our — 
complaints may be turned into mutual embraces, and 
all your fins being freely and fully forgiven, you may 
be reftored to perfe& innocence : 46 Though your fins’ ., 
_ be as fcarlet, they hall be as white as fnow; though 
_ they be redder than crimfon, they fhall be whiter than 


* Bdby vyrts. fT Zeeprusnos 4 evra. “£ Tai. i. 
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wool : wath yourfelves, and I will aie wath you, and 
moft- completely wipe away all your ftains.”’ 
’.. Bat that-we may be the better provided for this ule 
ful, and altogether neceflary exercife of cleanfing our 
-hearts and ways, and apply to it with the greater vigour, 
let us dwell a little upon that facred expreflion in the 
_Pfalms, “ Wherewith (hall a' young man purify his 
way?’ The anfwer is, ‘ By taking heed thereto ac- 
cording. to thy word*.’? In this queftion, feveral 
: things offer themfelyes to our obfervation. 
1, That, without controverfyt, purity of life, or con- ; 
| verfation, i is a moft beautiful and defirable attainment, 
and that it muft, by all means, begin at the very foun- 
tain, that is, the heart; whence, as Solomon obferves, 
*¢ proceed the iflues of life.’ In the beginning of the 
pfalm, they are pronounced bleffed, ‘ Who are pure, 
or undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the 
Lord.” And, in another place,“ Truly God is good 
to Hfrael, fays the Pfalmift, even, to fuch as are of a 
clean heart {.” And the words of our Saviour to this 
purpofe are, ‘* Blefled are the. pure in heart, for they - 
fhall fee God §.” Nor is the true.and genuine beauty 
of the foul any thing diftin@ from this purity and fanc- 
tity; this is the true image of its great Creator;-that - 
_ golden crown, which moft unhappily dropt off the head 
of man, when he fell: fo that, with the greateft juftice, 
_ ‘Wwe may lament and fay, ‘ ‘Woe unto us that we have 
| finned.’ ee ia it is the general: defign and intention: 


* Phal. cxix. °. ie oleieaion ae’ Pfal. lexi I. 
§ Matth. v. 8, | bhi 
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of all religion, all its myfteries, and all its precepts, 
that this crown may be again reftored, at leaft, tofome ~ 
part of the human race, and this image again ftamped 
upon them; which image, when fully completed, and 
for ever confirmed, will certainly conftitute a great 
part of that happinefs, we now: hope for, and afpire 
after. ‘Then, we truft, we fhall attain to a more ‘full 
conformity and refemblance to our beloved head. 
And, even in this wayfaring ftate, the more deeply 
and thoroughly our fouls are tin@ured with the divine 
_ flame of charity, joined with this beautiful purity, the 
more we refethble him, ‘ who is white and ruddy, 
and fairer than the fons of men.” The Father of 
mercies has made choice of us, that we may be holy ; 
the Son of God, bleffed for ever, has once for all thed 
his blood upon earth, in order to purify us, and daily 
pours out his {pirit from heaven upon Gs;; for the fame 
purpofe. 4S 
But to confider the matter as it is in itfelf, where is 
_ the perfon, that does not, even by‘the force of natural 
' inftiné, difdain filth and naftinefs, or at leaft prefer-to’ 
‘it purity and neatnefs of body? Now, as the foul’ 
greatly excels the body, fo much the more defirable 
is it, that it fhould be found in a ftate of beauty’ and 
purity. In like manner, were we to travel a journey, 
who would not prefer the plain and clean way toone 

that were rough and dirty? But the way of life, which _ 

is not the cafe in other matters, will be altogether fuch 
as you would have it, or chufe to make it. With 
~ God’s affiftance, and the influence of his grace, a good 
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man is at pains to purify his own way ; but men of an 
impure and beaftly difpofition, who delight to wallow 
in the mire, may always eafily obtain their fordid with. 
But I hope that you, difdaining fuch a brutith indignity, 
will, in preference to every thing elfe, give your moft 
ferious attention to this enquiry,’ by what means even 
young men and boys may purify their way, and, avoid- 
ing the dirty paths of the common fort of mankind, 
walk in fuch as are more pleafant and agreeable, 

2. Obferve, that purity is not fuch an eafy matter, 
that it may fall by chance in the way of thofe that are 
not in queft of it, but a work of great art and induftry. 
Hence you may alfo learn, that the way, even of 
young men or boys*, ftand very much in need of this 
careful attention. It is indeed true, that, in fome re- 
fpect, the reformation of youth is eafier, and fooner ac- 
complifhed, that they are not accuftomed to fhameful 
and wicked ways, nor confirmed in finful habits; but 
there are other regards, wherein it is more difficult to 
reduce that period of life to purity, particularly, as it 
is more ftrongly impreffed with the outward objects 
that furround it, and eafily difpofed to imbibe the very 
worft: the examples and incitements to vice befet 
- youth in greater abundance, and thofe of that age are 
more apt to fallin with them. 

But, whatever may be faid of the eafinefs or diiosley » 
of reforming youth and childhood, it is evident from — 
_ this queftion, which, without doubt, is propofed with 


* The Hebrew word ufed in the text, properly fignifies a boy. 
Le 
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‘wifdom and ferioufnefs, that: this matter is within the — 


) verge of poffibility, and of the number of fuch as are 
fit to be attempted. ‘Youth is not fo headftrong, nor 
childhood fo foolifh, but by pr ‘oper means they can be 
bent and formed to virtue ‘and piety. Notwith{tand- 


' ing the irregular defires and forwardne/s * of youth, 


-and that madnefs, whereby they are hurried to forbid- 
den enjoyments, there are words and expreffions that 
can foothe this impetuofity, even fuch, that by them 
youth can tame and compofe itfelf, *‘ By attending to 
‘itfelf and its ways, according to thy word:” that 
matchlefs word, which contains all thofe particular 
words and expreflions, not only that are proper to puri- 
fy and quiet all the motions and affections of the foul, 


but alfo, by a certain divine power, are’ wonderfully’ 


efficacious for that purpofe. And what was faid of 
old, concerning Sparta, and ‘its difcipline, may be, 
with much greater truth, afferted of the divine law, 


and true religion, viz. that ithad a furprizing power to — 


tame and fubdue mankind}. And this leads us directly 


_ to the anfwer of the queftion in the text; “ es attend. 


ing thereto, according to thy word.” 
This is not, therefore, to be done according to our 


nee philofophy, but according to thy word, O eternal light, 


truth, and purity! The philofophy of the heathens, it 
is true, contains fome moral inftru€tions and: precepts, 
that are by no means defpicable but this is only fo 
far as they are agreeable to the word of God, and the 


* xan, ddpnas@-. Sf DaparyaBporov. 
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divine law, though’ the philofopheérs themfelves knew 
nothing of it: but the only perfe&t fyftem of moral 
philofophy, that ought to be univerfally received, is 
the doétrine of Chriftianity. ‘This the ancient fathers ° 
- of the primitive church have afferted, and fully proved, 
to the honour of our religion, But thofe, who {pend ze 
their lives in the ftudy of philofophy, can neither re- 
form themfelves nor others, if nature be but a little ob- 
ftinate 5 and their wifdom, when it does its utmoft, 
rather conceals vices, than eradicates them; but the 
divine precepts make fo great a change upon the man, 
and, fubduing his old habits, fo-reform him, that you 
would not know him to be the fame. If any of you 
then afpire to this purity .of mind and way, you mutt, 
with all poflible care, conform yourfelf, and every . 
thing about you, to the inftrutions and precepts of this 
divine word. Nor think this a hard faying ; for the 
ftudy of purity has nothing in it that is unpleafant or. 
difagreeable, unlefs you think it a grievance to become 
like unto God. : | 
“Confider now, young men, nay you, who,’ without 
offence, will fuffer yourfelves to be called boys ; con- 
fider, I fay, wherein confifts that true wifdom, which 
deferves to be purfued with the moft earneft ftudy and 
application, and whereby, if you will, you may far ex- 
ceed thofe that are your fuperiors in years; be ambiti-_ 
ous to attain the advantage mentioned in the text, and. 
confequently the condition upon which it depends, for 
they are infeparably connected together ; reconcile your 
minds to a {tric attention to your ways, according to_ 
ate Tr 622 


~ 286 | .. EXHORTATION LECT. XXIV. 
the diviné word, and by this means (which is a very - 
rare attainment) you will reconcile youth, and even 
childhood, to the purity here recommended : account 
‘the divine word and precepts preferable to your daily 
food, yea, let them be dearer to i than your en 
and even than life itfelf. 


) 


LECTURE XXIV. 
Before the CoMMUNION. 


T is the advice of the wife man, “‘ Dwell at home, 

or with yourfelf ;” and though there are very few 
that do this, yet it is furprifing, that the greateft part of 
mankind cannot be prevailed upon, at leaft, to vifit 
themfelves fometimes ; ; but, according to the faying of 
the wife Solomon, “ The eyes of the fool are in the 
earth.” It is the peculiar property of the human mind, 
"and its fignal privilege, to reflect upon itfelf; yet we, 
foolifhly negle€ting this moft valuable gift, conferred 
upon us by our Creator, and the great ornament of | 
our nature, fpend our lives in a brutifh thoughtlefinefs. 
Was a man, not only to turn in upon himfelf, careful- 
ly to fearch and examine his own hearf, and daily en- 
deavour to improve it more and more in purity, but 
alfo to excite others, with whom he converfed, to this 


Pa 
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laudable practice, by feafonable advice, and affecting. 
exhortations, he would certainly think himfelf very 
happy in thefe exercifes. . Now, though this expedient 
is never unfeafonable, yet it will be particularly proper, 
on fuch an occafion as this, to try it upon yourfelves, 
_ as you are not ignorant, that it is the great apoftolical 
rule, with refpeé to all that are called to celebrate the 
_ divine myfteries, “ that every man examine himfelf, 
and fo let him eat of that bread, and drink of that 
cup *.” . 
I do not here intend a full explication of this myfte- 
ry, but only to put you in mind, that, in order to a- 
- faving ufe, and participation thereof, a twofold judg- 
‘ment mutt, of neceflity, be formed; the firft with re- 
_ fpeét to our own fouls, and the other to that of the 
Lord’s body. Thefe the Apoftle confiders as clofely 
connected together, and therefore exprefles both by the 
fame word. -The trial we are to make of ourfelves, is 
indeed expreffed by the word %waw, which fignifies 
‘to prove, or to try; but immediately after he exprefles 
it by judging ourfelves,  ‘ for if. we would judge our. . 
felves, &c. t”? whereas, in the preceding verfes, he had 
mentioned the other judgment to be formed, and ex- 
prefled it by the fame word Saxpie», which fignifies to 
judge or difcern, * Not difcerning the Lord’s body +.” 
And this is that which renders a vaft many unworthy’ 
_of fo great an honour; they approach this heavenly 
<a Cor. Xl. 28. ) 
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fealt, ainda forming a right judgment, either: of | 
themfelves, or of it: but, that we form a judgment of 
ourfelves, it is neceflary, that we firft bring ourfelves 
to an impartial trial: and, to be fure, I fhould much 
_ rather advife you to this inward felf-examination, and 
heartily with I could perfuade you to it, than that you 
fhould content yourfelves with a lifelefs trial ‘of your 
memory, by repeating compofitions on this fubject. 
Confider with yourfelves, pray, and think ferioufly, 
what madnefs, what unaccountable folly it is, to trifle 
with the majefty of the moft high God, and to offer to 
_ infinite wildom the facrifices of diftra€tion and folly 2. 
Shall we, who are but infignificant worms, “ thus pro- 
_voke the Almighty King to jealoufy*,” as if we were 
ftronger than he, and, of purpofe, run our heads, as it 
‘were, againft that power, the flighteft touch whereof 
would crufh us to duft? Do we not know, that. the 
fame God, who is an enlivening and faving light to all 
' that worfhip with humble piety, is, neverthelefs, a 
3 confuming fire to. all the impious and profane, who 
_. pollute his facrifices with impure hearts and unclean’ 
hands? And that thofe efpecially, who have been em- ; 
ployed in his church, and:in the divine offices, yet have. 
not experienced his influence as. a pure and fhining 
light, will unavoidably feel him as a flaming fire? Let ) 
his faints rejoice and exult before God, for this he not 
only allows, but even commands; yet let even. thofe- 
of them, who have made the greateft advances in holi- 
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" siege remember, that this holy and ee joy is to be 
st joined with holy fear and trembling : nay, the greater 
-progrefs they have made in holinefs, the more deeply 

will they feel this impreffed upon their minds, fo that » 
they can by no means forget it. ce The great eye is. 
over us, let us be afraid *.” Great is our God, and 

holy; even the angels dorky ‘him. Let his faints 
approach him, but with humility and fear ; but, as for 

the flothful, and thofe that are immerfed in guilt, that 

fecurely and with pleafure indulge themfelves in im- 
pure affections, let them not dare to come near. Yet, . 
if there are any, let their guilt and pollution be ever fo 

‘great, who find arifing within them a. hearty averfion 

to their own impurity, and an earneft defire after holi- 

‘nefs; behold there is opened for you a living and pure 

fountain, moft effectual for cleanfing and wafhing away 

all fort of ftains, as well as for refrefhing languifhing 

and thirfty fouls. “And he that is the living and never- 

failing fountain of purity and grace, encourages, calls, 

and exhorts you to come to him, ‘* Come unto me, _ 
all ye that are athirft, &c.””. And again, ‘ All that 
the Father giveth me, fhall come unto me, and him that 
cometh unto me, I will, by no Roca, pane or caft 
out T.”” ) 

 Afk yourfelves, therefore, what you would be: at, 
and with what difpofitions you come to this moft fateh 

table? . Say, whither art thou going, and what feekelt 
‘thou, O my foul? For it would be an inflance of the 
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moft extravagant floth and folly to fet about a matter 
of fo great importance, and fo ferious, without any end, 
without the profpeét of any advantage, and therefore 
without any ferious turn of mind, or as one doing no- : 
thing; yet this is the cafe’ of vaft numbers, that meet — 
together in divine aflemblies, and at this holy facra- 
ment. Is it any wonder, that thofe fhould find no- 
thing, who abfolutely have nothing in view? and that 
he, who is bound for no harbour, fhould meet with no 
favourable wind } ? They give themfelves up to the tor- 
rent of cuftom, and fteer not their courfe to any par- 
ticular port, but flu€tuate and know not whither they 
are carried ; or, if they are alarmed with any {ting of 
con{cience, it is only a kind of inconfiderate and irre- 
gular motion, and reaches no further, than the exterior 
furface of facred inftitutions. But, as for you, who, 
according to the expreflion of the angels, ‘* Seek Jefus, 
. fear not, you will certainly find him, and in him all 
things: for it hath pleafed the Father, that in him all 
fullnefs fhould dwell * ;”’ fo that in him there is ‘no va- 
cuity, and without him nothing elfe but emptinefs and ° 
vanity ; let ‘us embrace him, therefore, with our whole 
hearts, and on him alone let us depend and rely.” 

Let his death, which we commemorate by this myf 
tery, extinguifh in us all worldly affections » may we * 
feel his divine power working us into a conformity to 
his facred image; and having our ftrength, ‘as it-were, 
renewed by his means, let us travel towards our hea- 
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venly country; conftantly hewng: him witha refolute 
and accelerated pace, } 


The concern of purifying | the heart in Bio’ earneft; 
taking proper meafures for conforming the life to the - 
rules of the gofpel, is equally incumbent upon all. 
For this is the great and true defign of all divine wor- 


‘fhip, and of all religious inftitutions ; though the greater 


part of mankind fatisfy themfelves with the outward ~ 
furface of them, and therefore catch nothing but fha- 
dows in religion itfelf, as well as in the other concerns 
of life, ‘We have public prayers, and folemn facra- 
ments; yet if, amidft all thefe, one fhould look for 
the true and lively characters of Chriftian faith, or, in| 


the vaft numbers that’ attend thefe inftitutions, he 


fhould fearch for thofe that, in the courfe of their lives, 
approve themfelves the true followers of their great 
Mafter, he would find reafon to compare them to “a _ 
few perfons, fwimming at a great diftance from nhes ae. 
nother, in a vaft ocean *.” . 

It has been obferved long ago by one, “ that in 
Rome itfelf he had-found nothing of Rome ft ;’’ which, 
with too great truth, might be applied to religion, 
about which we make fo great a buitle at prefent: — 
there is fcarce any thing at all of religion in it; unlefs 
we imagine that religion confifts of words, as a grove | 
does of trees. For, if we fuppofe it lies in the morti- 
fication of fin, unfeigned humility, brotherly charity, 


* Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vaftos 
+ Se in Romz, Rome nihil inveniffe. 
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and a. noble contempt of the world and the flefh, 


mie a ¥ Pe KA iy 
; 
ei ake 


ri whither has it gone and left us*.”’ As for you, — 
young Genilemen, if you would apply. to this matter . ° 


in good earneft, you muft, of neceflity, beftow fome 
time and pains upon it, and not fondly dream, that 
fuch great advantages can be met with by chance, or 
in confequence of a negligent and fuperficial enquiry, 
If we are to alter the courfe of our life for the time to 
_ come, we muft look narrowly into our conduct during 
the preceding part of it; for the meafures to be taken 
for the future are, in a great degree, fuggefted by what 
is palt... He atts: wifely, and is a happy man, who fre- 
quently, nay daily reviews his words and ations; be- 
caufe, he will, doubtlefs, perform the fame duty with 
greater eafe, and to better purpofe, when he is-called 
to, it, with more than ordinary folemnity. And, there- 
fore, they,, who» have experienced how pleafant this 
work is,.and, what a, mixture of utility | is joined. with 
this pleafure, | will apply, to. it, ;with a -chearful, mind, 
whenever opportunity, requires it; as) to. others, they 


mutt, of neceflity, fet about it fome time, or, other: 7° 


“fay of neceffity, if 1am allowed to day. it,ismeceflary to 
avoid the wrath to come, and to obtain peace and fal- 
vation. Repentance may poflibly appear; a, laborious 

and unpleafant work to our. indolence,.and, to, repent, 

may feem. a harth expreffion;. to. perith, however, is 
fill more harfh; but-a finful man has no other choice. 


Our Lord, who is truth itfelf, being acquainted with 


* Tle wore ics warervorens or 
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the cruel execution performed by Herod upon the. 
Galileans, takes this opportunity to declare to his hear. 
ers, that, unlefs they repented, they fhould all likewife 
perifh *.”? ‘The Saviour of the world, it is true, came 
for this very purpofe, that he might fave thofe that 
were miferable and loft, from the fatal neceflity of 
being utterly undone; but he never intended to take 
away the happy and pleafant’ neceflity of repentance: 
~ nay, he ftrengthened the obligation to it, and impofed 
it as a duty, infeparably connected with grace and haps 
pinefs; and this connexion he not only preached in — 
expreffions to the fame purpofe with his forerunner 
John the Baptift, but even in the very fame words; 
** Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand +.” 
And in another place, having told us, that he came © 
“ not to call the righteous, but finners {,”” he immedi’ 
_ ately adds’ to what he called thofe finners; not toa 
, liberty of indulging themfelves in fin, but from fin ta 
yeperitance. His blood, which was fhed on the crofs, 
is indeed a balfam more precious than all the balm of 
Gilead and Arabia, and all the ointments of the whole 
world; but it is folely intended for the contrite 
jn peewee: , ‘ 
“But, alas! that grofs i ignorance of God, that over= 
clouds our mind, is the great and the unhappy caufe of 
all the guilt we have contracted, and of that impeni- 
tence which éfigages us to continue in it. Had men 
but the leaft a how pa og and hateful 


»* Luke xii. 3, 4 Matthy avs ", + Matth. ix. 13. 
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- alk finfulopollution renders us to his eternal and infinite 

- purity; and; on the other hand, what a likenefs to him — 
we attain’ by holinefs, and how antiable we are thereby — 
rendered in his fight, they would look upon this as 
the only ‘valuable attainment, they would purfue it with 
the moft vigorous efforts of their minds, and would 
make it their conftant ftudy day and night, that, ac- ~ 
cording! to the divine advice of the Apoftle, “ being 
cleanfed'from all filthinefs of the flefh and fpirit, they 
might perfeé& holinefs in the fear of God *.”” 


An EXHORTATION ‘vo the Strupen's}* upon their 
return tothe University after the Vacation. 


_Evare-at laft returned,:and fome, forthe: firft 

time;) brought, hither’ by that fupreme. hand, 
which holds the reins of this vaft univerfe, which rules 
the ftormy winds, and) fwelling fea; and ..diftributes 
peace and war to nations, according  to-its pleafare. 
The great Lord: of the. univerfe, and. Father:of:man- 
kind, while he rules the world: with; abfolute fway, 
does not defpife this little flock, providéd:-we look" up 
unto him, and humbly pray, that wemay féel thefa- 
vourable effects of his prefence and bounty’ nay, he 


-* 2 Cor. vii. 1. 








EXHORTATION TO THE STUDENTS. 245 


will not difdain to dwell within us, and in our hearts, 
unlefs we,. through folly, and ignorance of cur true 
_happinels, fhut the door againft him, when he offers to 
come in. He is the moft ‘high, yet has chofen the 
humble heart for the moft agreeable place of his refi- 
dence on this earth: but the proud and haughty, who 
look with difdain on their inferiors, he, on his part, 
defpifes, and beholds,.as it were, afar off. He. is moft. 
holy, and dwells in no hearts, but fuch as are purged 
from the drofs of earthly affections; and that thefe 
_ may be holy, and really capable of receiving his facred 
. Majefty, they muft of neceflity be purified. ‘ Know _ 
ye not, fays the divine Apoftle, that you, even your 
bodies, are the temples of the Holy Ghoft*,” and 
therefore are to be preferved pure and holy? but the 
mind, that dwells within them, muft ‘be ftill’ more 
holy, as being the prieft that, with .conftant and un- 
wearied piety, offers up the facrifices and {weet incenfe 
of pious:affetions, chearful: obedience, ardent prayers, 
and divine praifes, to the Deity of that temple. 
Of your ftudies, and exotic learning, I intend not to 
‘Say. mtich, |) The knowledge, Lown, that men of lettefs, 
who are the moft indefatigable in ftudy;.and have the 
advantage’ of the greateft abilities, can poftibly attain to,» 
isiat beft but very fmall... But fince the knowledge of 
_languages,and fciences, however inconfiderable it may 
be, “isthe vbufinels of this fociety of ours, and of that 
period of, years you are to pafshere, let us do, pray, 


* 1 Cor. Vi 19. 
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as theyHebrews exprels it, ‘* the work of the day while 


the day Jafts 32? $¢ for time flips filently away, and 


every fucceeding hour is attended with greater difad- 


vantages than that which went before it $.”® 
Studyito acquire fuch a. philofophy as is not barren 


and babbling, but folid and true; not fuch an one as ° 


floats upon the furface of endlefs verbal controverfies, 
but one that enters into the nature of things; for he 


fpoke good fenfe, that faid, ** The philofophy of the’ 


Greeks. was a mere jargon,.and noife of words +.” 


‘You, who’are engaged in philofophical enquiries, — 


ought to remember in the mean time, that you are not 
fo ftriatly ‘confined to that ftudy, ‘but you may, at the 
fame time, become’ proficients in elocution ; and, in- 
deed, it is proper you fhould. J would, therefore, 
have you to apply to both thefe ftudies with equal at- 
tention, that foyou may not only attain fome know- 
ledge of nature, but alfo be in condition to communi- 
cate your fentiments, with eafe, upon thofe’ fubjects 
you underftand, and clothe your thoughts with words 


and expreflions; without which, all your knowledge 


will differ but very little from buried ignorance. 3 

In joining thefe two ftudies together, you have not 
only reafon for your guide, but alfo Ariftotle himfelf 
for your example ; for we are told, that it was his cuf- 


tom to walk up and down in the fchool in the morning, . 


* Opus diei in die fuo. - 
+ Tempus nam tacitum fubruit, horaq ; 
Semper preterita deterior fubit. 
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teaching philofophy, particularly thofe fpeculative and 
more ob{fcure points, which in that age were called’ 
_-vationes acroamatica, and thus he was employed, till 

the hour appointed for anointing, and. going to -exer- 

cife*: but, after dinner, he applied to’ the more en- 
tertaining arts of perfuafion, and made his {cholars de- 
claim upon {uch fubjeéts as he appointed them. » 

_ But to return to my own province; for, to fay the 
truth, I reckon all other things foreign to my purpofe ; 
whatever you do, with regard to other ftudies,give always | 
the preference to facred Chriftian philofophy ; which is, 

indeed, the chief philofophy, and has the pre-eminence 
over every other fcience, becaufe it holds Chrift to be 
the headt, in whom all the treafures of wifdom and 
knowledge are hid.’ This, the Apoftletells us,. was 
not the.cafe of thofe falfe Chriftians in his time, whofe | 
philofophy regarded only \fome idle fuperftitions, and 
vain. obfervations. Cultivate therefore, Lay, this fa- 
_ cred wifdom: fent. down from heaven, ‘Let this be 
your main ftudy { ; for its myfteries are the moft pro- 
found, its precepts the moft pure, and, at the fame 
time, the moft pleafant. In this ftudy, a weak under- 
ftanding will be no difadvantage,; if you have but a 
willing mind, and ardent defires. Here, if any where, 
the obfervation holds, “‘ That if you love learning, 
you cannot fail to. make great progrefs therein §.” | 
For fome, that have applied with great induftry to hu- 
man philofophy, have found it to be like a difdainful 
® Méype 78 aAsippaross + ws deQachny upartt  f ev tavrn est. 
§ dav hs Qirdswadns, ton gorvpardns. Tfoc, ad Dem, 
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miftvele,'and Toft dish abour's but divine phifofophy” 
| invites’ and! éficourages even 'thofe of the imiéarieft parts? © 


- AndiiHideed, it’ may'be fio mall’ comfort and vélief = 


‘to young men of flow’ capacities, who "make *but little”: 
progrefs in’ human fciences; ‘even when''they apply'to = 
them With thé® moft ‘exceflive labour and” ‘diligence; 
that this” ‘heavenly doatrine,” ‘though it be’ themoft ‘ex. ” 


alted in its own nature, is not only ‘acceffible! tothofe* 


of the ‘loweft ‘and meaneft parts, But they are re chearfully” 
admitted to it, gracioufly ‘received, preferred’ to thofe?” 
that are’ proud ‘of their learning; ‘and’ very “often: ad"! 
vanced | to ‘higher degrees of knowledge therein $’ ae.) 
cording to flat of the Pfalmift, “* The'law of the Lord”! 
is pure, ‘Ghlighténing the ‘eyes ; “the entrance’ of his! 
word giveth’ light, it’ giveth “alfo underftanding® t unto: q 
_ thé fimple *. *2* You therefore, whom’ fome' very “fore! 
ward fy youths leave far ‘behind t in other ftudies, ‘take 
courage ; ; ‘and to ‘wipe off this flain, if it’ be: ‘one; and” 
compentfate this difcouragement, make this” your’ re-* 


fuge 5 you cafifiot poflibly arrive at an’ equal ‘pitch’‘6f) Po 


eloqtience or ?philofophy with {ome others, : but owhat 
hinders you, pray; from ‘being’ as pious, ‘as ‘modeft, as” 
- meek and humble, ‘as holy and. pure in heart, as any 
other perfon. whatever? and, by this, meaied ina very 
_ fhort time, you will be completely happy i in. the enjoy- 
ment of. God, and live for ever in. the bleffed fociety. of, 
angels, and fpirits of juft men made perfect. 
* But te you want to makea sists progrefs ut | this 


UOT Ea 
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your beni Feakcn your 1 Oreupiteaba — af 
-all difpofition and fitnefs for imbibing this, pure. and 


immaculate. doétrine. How ftupid - is it to, catch, ‘fo. 


greedily at advantages fo vanithing and fleeting. in, their. 

nature, if, indeed, they can be called advantages at all: 
_ “ Advantages that are carried hither and. thithers, hur. 
ried from place to place by the uncertainty of their na- 
ture, and often fly away before they, can, be -poflef. 
Fed An author, remarkable for. his. attainments - 
in religion, juftly cries out, “ O! what. peace, and fran, 
quillity might he poffefs, who could be. prevailed upon. } 
to cut off all vain anxiety, and, only, think of, thofe. 
things that are of a divine: and faving, nature t! ye 3 
Peace and: tranquillity i is, without doubt, what, we, all 
feek after, yet there are very. few. that know the way 
to it, though it be, quite, plain and open. Ai is indeed. 
no wonder, that the blind, who wander about without 
a guide, fhould miftake the plaineft, and, molt, ‘open, 
path ; but we have an infallible guide, and a moft Va-. 
liant leader, let us follow him. alone for he, that tr ads, 
eth in his fleps, can never walk i in. darknefs. . 


59 


A ates: 
PELE 


a us pray. 

O! invisiste God, who feeft all’ things; “eternal: 

light, before whom all darknefs is light, and in kiss saa 
rifon with whet every other light is but darknefs >’ 


* Tey even % KAT Papers: %G TEpIT PEMA Mas 9 rely saplings 
ELLE Oe 

- +O qui orinem vanam folicitudinem’ ampuraret, ret anita 
duntaxat ac divina cogitaret, quantam quietem et pacem poflideret ! 
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The weak « eyes of our inderftanding cannot bear the 
open and full rays of thy inacceffible light ; ‘and yet, 
without fome ginapes of that light from ‘heaven, we 
can never dire& our fteps, tior proceed, towards that 
country, which is the habitation of light. “May it 
therefore pleafe thee, O Father of lights, to fend forth 
thy light and thy truth, that they may léad us dire€lly - 
to thy holy mountain. Thou att good, and the foun- 
tain of goodnefs; give us underftanding, that we may 
keep thy precepts. That part of our paft lives, which 
‘we have loft in purfuing fhadows, is enough, and in- 
‘deed too much; bring back our fouls into the paths 
of life, and let ie wonderful: fweetnefs thereof, which 
far exceeds all the pleafures of this earth, powerfully, 
yet pleafantly, preferve us fron being drawn afide 
therefrom by any temptation from fin or the world. 
Purify, we pray thee, our fouls from all impure’ fma- 
‘ginations, that thy moft beautiful and ‘holy image‘ may 
- ‘be again renewed within us, and by contemplating thy 
- glorious perfections, we may feel daily improved within 
‘us that divine fimilitude, the perfection, whereof, we 
hope, will at laft make us for ever happy in that full 
and beatific vifion we afpire after. ‘Till this moft blef- 
fed day break, and the fhadows fly away, let thy Spirit - 
be continually with us, and may we feel the powerful 
effects of his divine:grace conftantly dire@ing and fup- 
porting our f{teps, that all our endeavours, not only in. 
this fociety, but, throughout the whole remaining part 
of our lives, may ferve to promote the honour of thy 
bleffed name, through Jefus Chrift our Lord, Amen, : 
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EXHORTATION I. 
Wwe I allowed to fpeak freely what I fincerely 


think of moft of the affairs of human life,even 


‘thofe that are accounted of the higheft importance, 
and tranfacted with the greateft eagernefs and buftle, I 
fhould be apt to fay, “ that a great noife is made about 
the mereft trifles* :”” but if you fhould take this amifs, 
as a little unfeafonable upon the prefent occafion, and 
an infult upon your folemnity, I hope you will the 
more eafily forgive me, that I place in the fame rank, 
with this philofophical convention of yours, the moft 
famous councils and general affemblies of ‘princes and 
great men; and fay of their golden crowns, as well as © 
your crowns of laurel, “ that they are things of no 
value, and not worth the purchafing f.”? Even the 


* Magno conatu magnas nugas. 
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‘triumphal, ‘inaugural, or nuptial procéffions: of the 


ogreateft Kings and Generals: of armies, with whatever . 


~ pomp:and magnificence;.as well as art, they may be 
fet off, they are, after all, fo far true reprefentations of 


their falfe, painted, and tinfel happinefs, that, while we 


\look at them, they fly away ; and, in a very fhort time, 
they are followed by their: funeral. proceffions,’ which 
vare the triumphs:of death over thofe who have, :them- 
elves, triumphed during their lives... The fcenes are 
fhifted, the actors alfo difappear ; and,:in the, fame 
manner, the greateft fhews of this vain world likewife 
“pafs away. | Let us, that we may lop off the luxuriant 
‘branches of our vines, take a nearer view of this.object, 


and remember, that what we now call.a laurel crown, 


will-foon-be, followed by. cyprefs wreaths: it will be 
alfo proper.to, confider how, many, that, in their) time 
wereiemployed,as we are. now, have long:ago acted 


their parts, and are now configned to a long,oblivion; _ 


as alfo; what waft numbers of the riling: generation are 
following «us atithe heels, and, as it were, pufhing us 
forward to the fame land of forgetfulnefs 5. whoy: while 
they are hurrying us away, are at the fame time; haft. 
ening thither themfelves. All that we fee, all ‘thatuwe 
do, and all that we are, are: but mere dreams; and if 
we:are not fenfible of this truth, it is: becaufe weiate 
flillafleep: none but minds that are awake.can difcern 
it; they, and they only, cam perceive and:defpife thefe 
illufions * of the night... In the *mean «time; \inothing 
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hinders ‘us 1 Wot ifebmnieling to thefe, and other fuch 
‘ciiftomary formalities, provided our doing it interfere 
not ‘with matters of much greater importanceyand prof- 
joven ‘Of’ ‘a ‘idifferent ‘and moreexalred ‘nature. What 
is ‘it, ipray, ito Which) ‘with'the ‘moft ardent withes, you 
‘have been ‘afpiring, ‘throughout: the whole deourfe.cof 
thefe ‘four laft:years? “Here you havea cap anda title, 
and ‘nothing “at all more. But, perhaps, taking ‘this 
amifs, you fecretly blame’me in your’hearts,:‘and with 
‘me‘to ‘congratulate ‘you: upon the honour *you~have 
‘obtained. '*T'chearfully comply with your defire,iand 
am ‘willing ‘to‘explain-myfelf.’ Phefe fmall prefentsiare i 
not the principal reward of your labours, :nor:the'chief 
end of your ftudies 5° but honorary marks’ and badges eee 
‘of ‘that’ erudition and) knowledge, wherewith your 
‘minds have béen ftored’bythe uninterrupted “labours 
tof four swholeyears.-oBut ‘whatever attainments’ in 
dearning you have reached; I’would have*you‘ferioully 
to-refleetyhow inconfiderable they are, and “how little 
they differ from nothing; nay,/if what we know! is 
comparedwith what we know not, it  willobe ‘found 
even vaftly lefs than ‘nothing :at leat; itis: an sargu- 
meént of little knowled ge, and the fign | ofsa/ vain and 
weak mind,‘to be puffed up with an overbearing opi-— 
nion-of our own ‘knowledge: ‘while, on the contrary, 
it is an ‘evidence of. great proficiency ain knowledge, 
to be fenfible of our ignorance and inability. .** He 
‘is the wifeft man, fays Plato, who knows himfelf to be 
very ill qualified for the attainment of wifdom *.” 


* ‘Os. aoporat@. Osés Byvanev O78 bdevG@. a&i@- tsi wpos Si 
Philo. apol. Socr. 
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‘Whatever be in this, we often find the Faces and 
arts; which you cultivate, to be ufelefs, and. entirely . 
barren,, with regard to the advantages of life 5 and, ; 
generally {peaking, thofe other profeflions that:are illi- 
terate and illiberal, nay even unlawful, meet with better 
treatment, and greater encouragement,’ than'what we 
call the liberal arts. ‘¢ He that ventures upon'the fea, 
is enriched by his voyages: he that engages in war, 
glitters with gold: the mean, parafite lies drunk on a 
rich bed; and even he, who endeavours to corrupt 
married women, is rewarded for his villainy. Learning 
alone ftarves in tattered Tags, and invokes the. abandon-. 
ed arts in vain *.” é 

But as fometimes the learned meet with a Jott fate, 
you, young Gentlemen, I imagine, entertain. better 
hopes with regard to your fortune; nor would'I difs 
courage them, yet I would gladly moderate them:a lit. 
tle by this wholefome advice ; lean not upon'a broken’ 
reed, neither let any one, who values his peace, his 
real dignity, and his fatisfaCtion, give himfelf up tohopes; 
that are uncertain, frail, and deceitful. The human race: 
are, perhaps, the only creatures, that by this means be- 
come a torment.to themfelves; for, as we always grafp 
at futurity, we vainly promife ourfelves many and great. 
things, in which, as commonly happens, being for the — 

* Qui pelago credit, magno fe femore tollit : 

Qui pugnas et caftra petit, precingitur auro : 
Vilis adulator picto jacet ebrius oltro ; 
Et qui follicitat nuptas, ad premia pecdat, 

_ Sola pruinofis horret facundia pannis, 

Atque inopi lingua defertas invocat artes. 
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moft:pariiBappointed;- owe mutt, of “neceflityy: pay for 
our foalifhypleafure witha proportionate degree of pains 
Thus, the greateft:part of mankind. find thewhole of. 
this wretched life chequered with delufive-joys/and real 
_ torments, ill-grounded ‘hopes, and fears equally simagi- 
—Rarys samidft: sas we live in-continual | pacers and 
“digledooocis sovwinay redt pid 2 sate lersdil etle-dino 
Buta: few, <n a pi ete fome;' who think 
more juftly; having fet their-hearts. upon: heavenly en= 
_ joyments,. take -pleafure in defpifing;» with a proper 
greatnefs of mind, and trampling upon. thefading ens 
joyments: of this, world.:Thefe make ittheir only ftudy,: 
and exert their utmoft efforts, that, having/the»more: 
divine:part of their compofition weaned fromthe world 
ane the flefh;:they..may be brought ito @ refemblancer — 
union with the holy and :fupreme God; the Father! 
ofilpisnl by purity; piety, aad: an habitual :eontempla-) 
tion! of divine objeéts + and: this, to:be fure, isthe print) 
cipal thing, witha noble| ambition: whereof 'Torwould® 
have: your, minds inflamed: ‘and whatever profellicns: 
or, manner: -of life you devote: yourfelves’ to, it Iss my ’ 
earneft:exhortation:and requeft, that you would: make: 
this:your:conftant and principal: ftudy..» Fly, if yous 
have any: regard to my advice; fly far from that cantro>" 
verfial contentious {chool- divinity, which, inofatt, con- 
fifts in. fruitlefs difputes about words, and rather de- 
ferves the name of vain and foolifh talking... 
Almoft all mankind are conftantly catching at fome- 
thing more than they poffels, and torment themfelves 
in vain; nor is our <P to be found among thefe enjoy- 
. ert. hi ' 
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ments of the world, where all things are ‘tered with 
a deluge of vanity, as with a flood of flu€tuating reft- 
lefs waters; and the foul flying about, looking in vain 
for a place on’which it may fet its foot, moft unhappily 
lofes its time, its labour, and itfelf vat: laft, like “* the 
‘birds in the days of the° flood, which’ having long 
fought for land, till their ftrength was quite enue, 
‘fell down ‘at laft, and perifhed ‘ig the waters *.”?) 
O! how greatly preferable to'thefe’ bufhes, and’ brik 
ars, and ‘thorns, are the delightful fields of the gofpel, 
wherein pleafure and ‘profit aré agreeably mixt toge- 
thers whence you may‘learn the way to Jeverlafting 
‘peace, ‘that poverty of {pirity which’ is the only: true 
‘riches, that purity of heart,-;which is'our greateft beauty, 
“and that inexpreffible fatisfa@tion, which attéhds.theex- 
vercifé of charity, humility, and meeknefs ?°When-your 
minds are ‘ftored and adorned ‘with thefe races, they 
will enjoy the moft pleafant' tranquillity,’ even -amidft 
the ‘noife and tumiults of ‘this’ prefent lifey and: you 
will be, to‘ufe the words of ° Tertullian, candidates for 
‘eternity’; title infinitely more’ glorious'andofablime, 
‘than: what ‘has been this day conferred upon you. ‘And 
that great and laft day, which is fo: much dreaded by 
_ the flaves of this prefent world, will be the. inoft ‘happy 
and: aufpicious to'you as it -will deliver! yous froma 
dark difmal prifon, and ‘place you in'the’ — of si 
moft full and: ere ida dauiw easyer shods 


i ont 1O 2oninw ons 
je Que fila ; diu terris ubi filtere detur, . 


nhs aoe mare laffatis volucris vaga decidit ali. 


EXHORTATION ly 259 


ay ee BA es Ree ds ee 
Phe Sy s SRO AHIOW ST 40 snser 


ta 4 FRA ay Ges 


Tet oaineuioub 3 » Letcus: prays apiniy Jov-seilebs 





ab Fat fae MTs dar ie He % eg & ih Ripe totes stad 
yh Mean. elie Ged, okin tar aces aided and 
dott; govern: this, whole: frame, and all the inhabitants 
thereof, vifible and invifible, whofe name is:alone.won- 
derful, and. to: be celebrated with the higheft praife, as 
it is indéed above all praife. and. admiration. ..Let the 
heavens, the earth, and all the elements, praife’ thee ; 
Jet darknefs, light, and all the returns of days and years; 
andvallthe varieties and viciffitudes of things, .praife 
thee; -let-the angels. praife thee, the arch-angels, and 
all the bleffed court of heaven, whofe very ,happinefs it 
is, that they.are conftantly, employed in, celebrating thy 
praifes.., We. confefs, O Lord, that we areof all, crea- 
tures. the moft unworthy to.praife thee, yet, of all others, 
we are under the greatelt obligations. todo. it 5) nay, 
the more, unworthy we. are, our obligation is fo.much 
the greater. | From this duty, however ‘unqualified -we 
may be, we can by no means abftain, nor) indeed ought 
we. Let our fouls blefs thee, and all that; is within us 
ipraife: thy holy, name, who forgiveft. all our fins,.and 
thealeft .all,our difeafes, who deliyereft our fouls, from _ 
deftrudion,. and, crowneft. them with bounty and tender . 
mercies,» ‘Fhou fearcheft. the heart, O Lord, and per- 
fectly knows: the moft intimate recefles of it : _tejeat not 
thofe prayers, which thou perceivett to be, the: woice and. 
the wifhes of the heart; now it is the great requeft of 
our hearts, unlefs they always deceive us, that they may 
_ be weaned from all earthly and perifhing enjoyments ; 
Hh 2. 
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and if there is any thing, to which they cleave with 
more than ordinary force, may'they be pulled away 
from it by thy Almighty hand, that they may be joined 
‘to thee for ever in an infeparable marriage-covenant ; ; 
and, in our own behalf, we have nothing more to afk. 
We only add, in behalf of thy church, that it may be 
proteéted under the fhadow of thy wings, and every 
~ where, throughout the world, watered by thy heavenly 
dew, that the fpirit and heat of worldly hatred againft 
"it may: be cooled, and its inteftine divifions, whereby it 
is much more grievoufly {corched, extinguifhed. Blefs 
this nation, this city, and this univerfity, in which, we 
beg, thou’ would be pleafed to refide, as ina garden 


dedicated to: ii sani through Jefus Chrift our Lord, 
Amen. i 


“EXHORTATION i. 


W éuLD you have meé to fii the truth with 

freedom and brevity ? The whole world is a kind 
- Of ftage, and its inhabitants meré adtors. As to this 
- little farce of yours, it is now very fear a conclufion, 
and you are upon the point of applying to the fpe@tators 
for their applaufe. Should: any fupercilioufly decliné 
paying this {mall zribute *, you furely may, with great 
éafe, retort their contempt upon themfelves, merely by 
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“faying, “Let yout feverity fall heavy on thofe, who — 
admire their own ‘performiarices ; as to this affair of 
ours, we know it is nothing at all: for I will not al« 
low myfelf to doubt, but you are very fenfible, that 
there i is indeed nothing nit. aes 

It would, to be fure, be very improper, aiaelatty as 
the evening apptoaches, to detain you, and my other 
hearers, with a long and tedious difcourfe, when you 
are already more than enough fatigued, and almoft 
» quite tired out, with hearing, I fhall. therefore only 
put you'in mind of one thing, and that in a few words. 
Let notvthis folemn toy *, however agréeable to: youth- 
“ful minds, fo far impofe upon you, as to fet you'a dream- 
ing of great advantages and’ pleafures to be met with 
‘in this new period of life you are entering upon. Look 
round you, if you pleafe, and take a near and exact 
farvey of all the different ftations of life that are fet be. 
fore'you. If you enter upon any of the ftations of ac: 
tive life, what i is this but jumping into a bufh of thorns, 
where you can have no hepe of enjoying quiet, and yet 
catinot eafily get out again? But if you rather chufe 
te enter upon fome new branchof {cience, alas! what 
_alfmall meafure' of knowledge is to be'thus obtained, 
_ «with what -vaft labour is-even that little to be ‘pur- 
. chafed, and how often, after immenfe toil and difficulty; _ 
» will it'be found, that truth is ftill at a diftance; and not 
cvyet extracted out of the well +? We indeed believe that 
the foul, breathed into»man, when he was firft made, | 
‘was pure; full of light, and every way worthy of its di- 
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vine original: but ah! Father of mankind, “how.foon; 
and-how much was he changed from: what. he was:at 
firft! He foolifhly gave ear to:'the fatal feducer, and 
that very: moment was feized upon by death, whereby 
- he at oncé loft his purity, his light or truth, and, sis 
ther with himfelf, ruined us alfo. Tagisey. 
Now, fince that period, what do you valine meet 
with among men of wifdom and learning, as they would 
wifh to be accounted, but fighting and bickering in the » 
dark: and while they difpute, with the greateft heat, 
but at random, concerning the truth, that truth efcapes 
out of their hands, and inftead of it, both parties put up 
with vain fhadows or phantoms of it, and, according to 
the proverb, embrace a cloud inftead of Junos:i9) ©! 
But, fince we are forced to.\own, thatevem the moft 
- contemptible and minuteft; things in nature, often put 
all our philofophical, fubtlety toa nonplus, what:igno- 
rance and foolifh: prefumption * is it for’us°toaim at 
ranfacking the moft. hidden irecefles of divine things, 
and boldly attempt'to. {can the divine degrees, and the 
other moft profound myfteries of religion, by the im- 
perfe& and f{canty meafures of our underftandings? 
Whither would the prefumption-of man hurry him, 
while it prompts him to pry into every fecret ‘and hid-' 
den thing, and leave nothing at all unattempted? ~~ 
As for you, young Gentlemen, efpecially thofe of 
you that intend to devote yourfelves to theological ftu- 
dies, it is my earneft advice and requeft to“ you, that. 
you fly far from that infectious curiofity, which would 


* gudadelas. 
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ead: you into the depths of :fhat controverfial, conten- 
tious theology; which, if any doctrine at all deferves the 
hame, ‘may be truly termed,: “ fcience falfely fo call- 
ed *.’’ ., And that ‘you may not, in this refpeét, be im- 
- pofed upon by the common reputation of acutenefs and 
learning, I confidently affirm, that, to underftand and 
be mafter of. thofe trifling difputes that prevail in the 
{chools, is an evidence of a very mean underftanding ; _ 
while, on; the contrary,it is an argument of a genius 
truly great; entirely to flight and defpife them, and to 
walk-in the:light of pure and peaceable truth, which is 
far above the dark and cloudy region of controverfial 
difputes. But, you will fayyit is neceflary, in order to 
the defence:of truth, to oppofe errors, and blunt the 
weapons of Sophifts.: “Beit fo, but our difputes ought 
to be: managed with few words, for naked truth is moft 
effe&tual for its own defence, and when: it is once well 
underftood, its: natural light difpels all the darknefs of 
error‘) “¢;for all things, that are reproved, are made 
manifeft by the light.¢,”’ faith: the Apoftle. Your fa- 
vourite. philofopher has»alfo told us, ‘‘ That what is 
ftraight difcovers both reCtitude and obliquity.” And 
Clemens Alexandrinus has very juftly obferved,<¢ Phat 
the ancient philofophers were not greatly difpofed to dif- 
-putes ‘or doubting ; but the latter philofophers among 
“the Greeks, out of a vain defire to enhance their repu- 
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tation, engaged fo far in wrangling and eceisaiaat that | 
their works became quite ufelefs and trifling *.”? 

There is but one ufeful controverfy or difpute, one 
fort of war, molt noble in its nature, and moft worthy 
of a Chriftian, and this not tc be carried on againft ene- 
‘mies at a great diftance, but fuch as are bred within. 
‘our own breafts ; againft thofe, it is moft reafonable to 
wage an endlefs war, and them it is our duty to perfe- 
cute to death. Let us all, children, young men and 
old, exert ourfelves vigoroufly in this warfare; let our 
wices die before us, that death may not find us indolent, 
defiled, and wallowing in the mire ;. for then it will be 
moft truly, and to our great mifery, death to us: where- 
“vas, to thofe fanétified fouls, who are conformed to . 
Chrift, and conquerors by his means, it rather is to be 
called life, as it delivers them from their wanderings 
and vices, from all kinds of evils, and from that death, 
which is final and eternal. 

Sid é 


Let us pray. 


, 
» 


Erernat Gop, who art conftantly adored by 
thrones and powers, by feraphims and cherubims, we 
confefs, that thou art moft worthy to be praifed; but 
we, of all others, are the moft unworthy to be employ- 
ed in fhewing forth thy praife. -How can polluted bo- 
dies, and impure fouls, which, taken together, are no- 
# bts 6: maraidralos Tuy Qirocopiwn, Bt ext 7d axnoiBnreiy * amopiy 
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thing but meré Mikes of fin, praife thee, the pure and : 
holy Majefty of heaven? Yet, how can thefe bodies, 
which thou haft wonderfully formed, and thofe fouls, 
which thou haft infpired, which owe entirely to thine 
unmerited favour all that they are, all that they pof- 
fefs, and all they hope for, forbear praifing thee, their, 
wife and bountiful Creator and Father? Let our fouls, 
_ therefore, and all that is within us, blefs thy holy name; 
yea, let all our bones fay, O Lord, who is like unto 
thee, who is like unto thee? Far be it moft gracious 
Father, from our hearts, to harbour any thing that is 
difpleafing to thee: let them be, as it were, temples 
dedicated to thy fervice, thoroughly purged from every _ 


 . idol and image, from every obje&t of impure lové and 


_ earthly affection. Let our moft gracious King and Re- 
deemer ‘dwell and reign within us; may he take full 
poffeffion of us by his fpirit, and govern all our aCtions. 
May he extend his peaceable and faving kingdom 
throughout the whole habitable world, from the rifing 
of the fun to the going down thereof. 

Let the nations acknowledge their King, and the ifles 
be glad in him, and particularly that which we inhabit, 
with thofe in its neighbourhood; and that they may be ~ 
truly bleft in him, may they daily fubmit, more per- 
fe€tly and dutifully, to his golden fceptre, and the holy 
laws of his gofpel. Blefs this nation and city, and this 
our univerfity ; ; may it be continually watered with the 
dew of thy fpirit, and plentifully produce fruit accept- 
able in thy fight, through as Chrift our Lord. 


‘Amen. 
Li 
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eps day, which has been the object of your earneft 
. wifhes, throughout the courfe of four whole 
_ years, is now almoft over, and haftening: to a clofe. 
What has it produced for your advantage? Can he, 
> that has reapt moft fuccefsfully of you all, fay he has 


filled his arms with fheaves? Though poflibly you 


would excufe me to exprefs myfelf with great freedom 
on this occafion, yet I will not take the liberty to de- 
> preciate too much your paft ftudies, the fpecimens you 
have given to-day of your abilities, and the degree that 
has been conferred upon you. ‘This at leaft, I imagine, 
I may fay, without offence, the moft of thofe things we 
greedily catch at, and labour moft earneftly to obtain, 
and confequently even your philofophy, is a real and 
demonftrative truth of that great paradox, that there is 
a vacuity in the nature of things. And, in truth, how 
great is this vacuity! feeing even the human race is no 
inconfiderable part of it? Though this day is marked 
with more than ordinary folemnity, it is, after all, but 
the conclufion and period of a number of days, that 
have been idly fpent, and is itfelf elapfing to little orno 
purpofe, as well as the reft. But O! how glorious 
mutt that blefled day be, which all purified fouls, and 
- fuch as are dear to God, earneftly long for, through- 
“out the whole of this perifhing life, and conftantly wait, 


g 
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cwith’a kind of i impatience, until it dawn, and the fha- - 
- dows fly away. : é 
Iam, indeed, of opinion, that thofe os you, who ~ 
think moft juftly, will readily own, your attainments, 
hitherto, are of no great moment. ‘But, poffibly, 
henceforth you intend to begin life, as it were, anew} 
~ you afpire to greater matters, and entertain views wors 
thy of human nature; you already begin to live, and 
to be wife; you form defires, and conceive hopes of 
rifing to arts, riches, and honours: all this is very well. 
Yet there is one confideration I would have you to ad- 
mit among thefe ingenious projects and defigns. What 
if death fhould come upon you, and looking, with an’ 
envious eye, upon this towering profpect, put a ftop to 
a project that extends itfelf fo far into futurity, and, 
like a fpider’s web, entirely deftroy it with a’ gentle 
_ breath of wind? Nor would this be any prodigy, or 
indeed an extraordinary event, but the common fate of 
almoft all mankind. ‘ We are always refolving to 
live, and yet never fet about life in good earneft *.’? 
Archimedes was not fingular in ‘his fate; but a great 
part of mankind die unexpectedly, while they are por- 
ing upon the figures they have defcribed in the fand. 
O wretched mortals! who having condemned them- 
~ felves, as it were, to the mines, feem to make it their 
chief ftudy to prevent their ever regaining their liberty. 
Hence new employments are affumed in the place of 
old ones; and, as the Roman philofopher truly ex- 
prefles it, “ one hope fucceeds another, one inftance 
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of ambition makes way for another; and we never des 
fire an end of our mifery, but only that it may change 
its outward form *.”? When we ceafe to be candi- 
dates, and to fatigue ourfelves:in foliciting intereft, we 
begin to give our votes anid intereft to thofe who folicit 
us in their turn: when we are wearied of the trouble 
of profecuting crimes:at the bar, we commence judges 
ourfelves ;\ and he, who is grown old in the manage- 
ment of other mens affairs for money, is at laft employ- 
ed in improving his own wealth. At the age of fifty, 
fays one, I will retire and take my eafe ; or the fixtieth 
year of my life fhall entirely difengage me from public 
offices and bufinefs. Fool! art thou not afhamed to 
referve to thyfelf the laft remains and dregs of life? 
Who will ftand furety, that thou thalt live fo long ? 
and what immenfe folly is it, fo far to forget mortality, 
_ as to think of beginning to live at that period of years, 
- to which a few only attain? 

As for you, young Gentlemen, I heartily wifh you 
may think more juftly; let your fouls, as it were, re- 
tire into themfelves, and dwell at home; and having 
fhaken off the trifles that make a buftle and noife. a- 
round you, confider ferioufly, that the remaining part 
of your life is long only in one refpect, (and inthis in- 
deed its length may be juftly complained of) that it is 
fraught with every fort of mifery and afflition, and has 
nothing agreeable in it, but the ftudy of heavenly wif- 


* Spes fpem excipit, ambitionem ambititioy et. miferiarum-non. 
queritur finis, fed {chema tantum mutatur. 
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dom alone; “ for every thing elfe is vanity *.’? Look | 
about you and fee, whether there is any thing worthy ny 


of your affection, and whether every thing you fee does 
not rather excite your indignation and averfion? At 


home are contentions and difputes; abroad, in the _ 


fields, robbers; clamour and noife at the bar; wick- 


-ednefs inthe camp: hypocrify in the church ; and vex- 
ation or lamentable miftakes every where. Among 
the rich and: great there are falfe and inconftant friend- 
fhips, bitter enmities, envy, fraud, and’ falfhood; and 
cares, in great numbers, flutter round the moft {lately 
and {umptuous palaces. ! 

What a confiderable part of mankind are ftrugeling’ 
with open and: fharp afflictions? To whatever fide you 
turn yourfelf, what do you commonly hear, but la- 
mentation and’ mourning? How many complaints of 
the poor, that are diftreffed for want of daily bread, or 
drag a:moft wretched life under the grievous oppreffion’ 
of powerful tyrants? How frequent are the groans of 

the fick and languifhing ? How great the multitude of 

thofe that lament their friends and'relations, carried off 


by death, and will themfelves, ina fhort time, and for’ 


the fame reafon, be lamented’ by others? And to con 


clude, how innumerable are the miferies and affli@ions, 


of various kinds, that feem alternately to're-echo to one’ 
another ? Can it be any wonder then, that a life of this 
kind fhould fometimes force, even from a wife man, 
-fuch expreffions of forrow and concern, as the follow- 


ing: “ O mother, why didft thou bring me forth, to. 
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be oppreffed with afflidions. and forrows? Why didft 
~ thou introduce me into a life full of briars and 
thorns *?”) 

But you are now philofophers, ad amidft thefe dif- 
mal calamities, you comfort yourfelves with the inward 
and‘hidden riches of wifdom, and the {ciences you have 
acquired. The fciences! Tell us in what part of the 
earth they.are to be found? Let us know, pray, where 

they dwell, that we may flock thither in great numbers. 
I know, indeed, where there is abundance of noife, 
with vain and idle words, and a jarring of opinions, 
between contending difputants; I know where igno- 
-yance, under the difguife of a gown and a beard, has 
obtained the title of fcience: but, where true know-. 
ledge is to be found, I know not. We grope in the 
dark, and though it is truth only we are in queft of, 
we fall into innumerable errors. But, whatever may 
be our cafe, with refpe&t to the knowledge of nature, 
as to that of heavenly and divine things, let us chear- 
fully embrace that rich prefent, which infinite goodnefs 
_ has made us, and be thankful, that the day-fpring from 
* onhigh hath vifited us. ‘* Becaufe there was no wifdom 
on this earth, fays Lanétantius, he fent a teacher from. 
heaven +.” Him let us follow as our guide; for he 
that follows his direction, fhall not walk in darknefs. 


* Morep tun ri uw’ trines Pores porAduoyadoy Prinres, 
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Let us pray. 


- InFIniTE, eternal Creator and King of heaven and 
earth, bodies, and fpirits, who, being immoved thyfelf, 
moveft all things, and changeft them at thy pleafure, 
while thou remaineft thyfelf altogether unchangeable, 
who fupporteft all things by thy powerful hand, and 
governeft them by thy nod, the greateft as well as the — 
leaft; fo that the greateft are no burden:to thee, nor » 
‘doft thou contemn the leaft. Behold! the nations, 
before thee, are as the drop of the bucket, and like the 
fmall duft of the balance; and thefe ifles of ours, with 
all the reft in the world, are, in thy fight, but a very 
little thing. Yet thou deigneft to be prefent in our 
affemblies, and take notice of our affairs, which are very 
inconfiderable. Let our fouls adore thee, and fall 
down, with the greateft humility, at the footitool of thy 
throne, continually intreating thy grace, and conftantly 
offering thee glory. Our praifes add nothing to thee; 

but they exalt ourfelves, enhance our happinefs, and 


unite us with the fociety of angels; yet thou receives 


them, with a gracious hand, as moft acceptable facri- 
fices, and incenfe of a {weet {melling favour. Let us 
celebrate thee, O Lord, who art great, and greatly to 
be praifed. Let all nations praife thee, from the rifing 
of the fun to the going down thereof. Set our hearts 
on fire with the flames of thy divine love, that they 
may wholly-afcend to thee as burnt offerings, and no- 
thing of ours may remain with us. O! bleffed tranf- 
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niigration, where the blind confidence of the fleth is 
_ transformed into a lively and pure faith, that has no 
dependance, but upon thee alone, where felf-love, and 
the love of the world, is exchanged for the love of thy 
infinite beauty; when our will fhall centre in thine, 
and be altogether abforbed by it. Let this change, O. 
- bountiful Father, be brought about, for it isa change | 
only torbe effedted by: the power of thy hand; and, as 
foon.as our fouls are made fenfible of it, thy praife fhall « 
be for ‘ever founded within us,’as in cna devoted to’ 
thy fervice. 

-Let thy whole abit O Libba, Asnifhy ‘ti rejoice 
in the light of thy favour... Be favourable to this our 
- univerfity, city, and nation. Difpel, we pray thee; the» 
thick clouds, and quiet the: winds and’ ftorms ; for» 
when they rage moft, and make the greateft noife, they » 
know thy voice, and obey it.. ‘Thou art the only God 
of peace, who createft it with a word, and makeft-righs 
teoufnefs and peace mutually to kifs one another. We + 


depend upon thee only ; and to thee alone we render‘ 


praife and glorys as far as we <a asieoiacnse Jefus — 4 
| Amen. | . ee er 


pe 
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Or life is but a point, and even lefs than a point ; 

but as it is not a mathematical point, as they call 
it, nor quite indivifible, when we divide it into minute 
parts, it appears fomething confiderable, and affumes © 
the imaginary appearance of a large {pace of time; 
nay, according to Ariftotle’s notion, it appears divifible © 
in infinitum. Befides thofe common and idle divifions 
of human life, into the four ftages of childhood, youth, 
manhood, and old age, and into periods’ of ten years, 
which fuppofe the yet fmaller divifions of years and 
months ; men have many various ways of diftributing 
the periods of their life, according to the different oc- 
cupations and ftudies they have been engaged in, the 
remarkable events that have happened to them, and the 
feveral alterations and revolutions in the courfe of their 
lives. AndI doubt not, but you, young Gentlemen, — 
look upon this prefent inftant of time, as the beginning 
of a new period of your life; you have my leave to do 
fo, provided you ferioufly confider, at the fame time, 
that the whole of the life, we live in this world, is of a 
frail and fleeting nature, and, in fome refpect, nothing 
at all. And into whatever parts or periods we divide 
it, if we confider the miferies, and lamentable calami- 
ties, with which it is fraught, the life, even of a child, 
may feem too long ; ; but, if we confider the time only, 

Kk 
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we mult conclude the life of ia oldeft man to -~ exe 
ceeding fhort and fleeting. 9" HE. .DIBUR WGOY 
>A great part of mankind no en look upon them- 
felvés'te be capable of worldly affairs, and think on en- 
tering upon fome profeffion fuitable to a flate of man- 
hood, but they are cut off, inthe very beginning” of 
their courfé, by an’ wnforefeen ‘and untimely deaths 
and, fo be fure, this is the great diftemper’of young, 
cand even of old men; that, by their defires and defigns, 
they launch outa great way into futurity, and form a 
feries’ of projects for many ‘years to come ;\\while, in 
the mean time, they rarely, or at leat very fuperficially, 
| confider,” how foolifh and: precarious’ it is’ toy depend 
upon to-morrow, and how {oon this prefent form of 
ours may difappear ; how foon we may return’ to our 
original duft :\** And that very day, as the royal pro- 
phee warns us, our thoughts, even the wifeft'and beft — 
concerted thoughts of the greateft men; ‘and molt) ex- 
alted princes, perifh.”’ And this I take particular: no- 
tice off that no fuch ilufion ‘may get \poffeffion of your , 
minds ; for itis not the common fort of mankind only, | 
| that-impofe upon themfelves in this refpea,; butnthe 
generality of thofe, who déefire °to’ be accounted not 
' only men of learning, but alfo adepts in! wifdom, and 
actually pals for fuch. “Not that I would prohibit your 
making an early and prudent’ choice, under the divine 
dire&ion, of the employment and profeffion of life you 
intend.-to purfue; nay, 1 would ufe every areument to 
perfuade you to make ufe of fuch:a choice, and -when 
- you have made it,’to profecute the intention of it with 
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the: grea teft diligence and activity. I only put. youupon 
your'guard, not to entertain many. -and towering. hopes 
in this world, nor form a long feries of connetted pro- 
jects: ‘becanfe: -you will find them all. ‘more: vain. and 

fleeting than illufions of the night: .fome. neceflary 
means; will fail, fome favourable opportunity be miffed ; 


after. all, your induftry, the expected. event. may. not 


happen) or. the thread of your life maybe. ‘cut, and 
thereby all, your | projects “rendefed, abortive....And, 


though your life fhould be drawn out to ever. fo greata 


length, and fuccefs conftantly anfwer your expeCations, 
yet you know, and I.with you would remember. it, the 
fatal day-will come.at laft, perhaps when, it is leaft ex. 
petted; that. fatal and final.day, I fay, will at laft come, 
when we muft leave. all, our enjoyments,'and all .our 
{chemes, thofe we are now carrying on, and thofe we 
have brought,to, perfection, as, well as thofe, that. are 


only: baw an thofe. that fubfift only. in. hopes. and 
ideas; | :/ ‘geery kao ORES Boye: Wik ; iy one She 


And ute very inion that. sie baer, ufed to 

; canfien ‘your minds from, indulging themfelves. in f09 
‘remote! pReteaeee will,alfo. ferve. to perfuade. you, in 

another fenfes to. ‘look much farther ; not with regard 


to worldly enjoyments, for fuch profpects, ftriGly fpeak- 


ingy cannot be called long, but to look far beyond all 
earthly:and perithing things, to thofe that are heavenly 
and etérnal::,, and thofe,that will not raife their. eyes. to 


fuch objects, as: the Apoftle. Peter. exprefles At, 16 are’ 
bine, and cannot-fee.afar offey)) ons op ncy ee 


(But af you; my: dear iol expect. better a, j 
: Kk 2 | 
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- Enéed-noty Frintagine; ufe many words {6 pérfuade you 
_to.induftry; anda continual progrefs. in-human -ftudies, 
vand philofophical learning. « : Ifthe violence and :infeli- 
+ ¢ity of the times has deprived. you of any part of that 
period of years, ufually employed in thefeftudies: at 


this univerfity, you will furely repair that lofsyas foon 
_ ..@8 poflibley by: your fubfequent reading and application. 


» But,.if.no fuch misfortune had happened, you are not, 
‘d believe» ignorant, that our {chools are only intended 
_ for)laying the foundations of thofe ftudies, upon which 
«years; andcindefatigable induftry, are to raife the fuper- 
ftructure of more complete erudition; which, by ithe 
acceffion of the divine Spirit, may be confecrated into a 


temple for God. And this.is what I would recommend 


to your efteem, and your earneft defires, beyond any 

other ftudy whatever; ‘That you: may be ‘holy, be- 
ceaufe our God-is holy ;?. that, when yow leave this uni. 
_Werfity, thofe, with whom you converfe; may not find 
. you puffed) up with pride, on account ofia little fuper- 
ficiallearning,-nor bigottedy talkative, or fond of:en- 
--tetinginto-unfeafonable difputes ; but »confider you all 
@s patternsiand examples of piety, purity, temperance, 
» Modefty, and all.chriftian virtues ; particularly that hu- 
wmilitys that fhone: fo brightly in’ Chrift -himfelfj: and 
“which he earneftly exhorts:all his difciplés: to learn 


« from him. <I will not fufpeé, that any oneof you will 


turn out to be animmodeft perfon; aglutton ordrunk- 
ards .or,.in-any: thapey: impious: and: profane ; «but I 
» earneftly exhort and befeech you, my dear young men, 


to make it, above all other’ things, your principal:ftudy, 
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- tor have Reap tiiaintiee from alldmpure-andigné- 
| uble loveof the:world and the. -fleth, that, in this earth, 

you may live: to God only ; -and then, 10 be fure; when 
-jsyou remove out: 9 hai ym will live with him for ever 


A oim heavens - ean Bul SES FOugs a8 ary ed fl to boteg ; 


o May’ the denice title, you pa this ae received, 
pe happy:and aufpicious ;: but 1. earneftly pray the Fa. 


other of lights, that-hée would deign to beftow: upon'you 
>a titlemorefolid and exalted, than is in the power of. 
‘man to give; that you:may be called the Sons of God, _ 


and your: converfation may be fuitable to. fo —— 
odie and’ fo —— a ali tt 
troge% bit Let us ray: 

GY scl BANE Oh TIGHIRS Sto a9fis THO OF 
tesla King; thy: fires is 5 eftablifhed und ‘im- 
siaarsiclales from ‘everlafting, and will continue® fo 
throughout all the ages of eternity : before the moun- 
stains were brought forth; before thow hadft formed the 
-reatth'and the .world,: even from everlalting:to' ‘evér- 
‘lafting, thowart:'God: All things that exift,: whether 
-vifible or invifible, derive from thee their being; and 
all that,they poffefs, and they all, from the leaft to the 
bgreateft, are fabfervient to thy purpofes, who art their 
»fupreme King! and Father: many of them, indéed, a 
‘without knowledge; or defign, yet ferve thee with a 
‘conftant and ainerring obedience ; others pay their ho- 
f mage fron pririciples of teafon and inclination, and all 
the reft are forced to promote: thy intentions, though 
_by Conftraint, and againit their’ wills: Thou art great, 


fae 
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O, Lord, thou art. great, and: greatly, to be, praifed, and 
aa thy, greatnels there is no: end... The heavens are far 
vaifed. above t the earth, but thy majefty is much, farther 
exalted | above all our thoughts:and conceptions. «.Im- 
prefs, we pray. thee, on our hearts, moft bountiful: Fa-. 
ther, a profound fenfe of our meannefs and. infignifi- 
cancy 5. and _make.us acceptable to thee, through, thy 
grace, in thy beloved Jefus, blotting out all our fins’ by 
the blood. of his crofs, and purifying our hearts by. the: 
effufion. of thy Spirit from. on high... Illuminate, mot 
gracious God, this aflembly. of ours by the light of thy, 
divine fayour,. and let thy. effectual blefling, we pray. 
thee, attend the work, we are now employed about 
(by. thy. approbation, and the gracious. difpofition of thy 
providence »),and may the refult of all be to the glory | 
of APRamee: ane Jefus Chrift our Lord, .Amen. | 


Dye. Mal $3 , 
fos "EBC LSISSte 38 Bh ps 





“EXHORTATION Gee 
rp oe with or to the variety. of ‘all 

perifhing and. tranfitory enjoyments, which has. 
been long general among mankind, Is indeed jutt and. 
: well- founded ; but it is no lefs true,, that the vanity, 
which refides in the heart of man. himfelf, “exceeds. 
every, thing of that kind we obferve i in the other parts , 
of the vifible creation: For, among all. the. creatures 


| 
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that we fee around us, we can find: nothing” fo: fleeting 
and inconftant ; ; it flutters hither and thither, and for- 


faking’ ‘that only perfect good, which is truly fuited to 
its’ nature and circumftances, grafps at phantoris and 


» fhadows ‘of happinefs, sone it purfues' ‘with’ a. ‘folly 


‘more than Childe ook ose, ook, Dames. 6998 
«Man ‘wanders about on this earth 5 he’ ini he 


“gifs; he feeks, he gropes and feels: about him; he 


-defires, he is ‘hot, he is cold, he is blind, and coinglatad 
that evil abounds every where: yet he is 5, himfelf, the 
caufe of thofe evils which rage in the world, but moft 
4f allin his own breaft; and therefore’ being toffed 
between the waves thereof, that roll continually’ within 
and without him, he ‘leads a reftlefs and: difordered 
life, until he be at laft fwallowed up in‘‘the unavoida! 
ble gulph of death. ° It is, moreover, 7 the Joame ‘and 
folly * of the human race, that the greatet part of 
them do not refolve upon any fixed and fettled method 
of life, but, like the brute creatures, live and die, with- 
out defign, and without propofing any reafonable end. 
For how few are there, that ferioufly__ cand frequently 
confider with themfelves, whence they come, whither 
they are going, and what is the purpofe of their life? 
whio are daily reviewing ‘the ftate of their own minds, 


as and often defcend into themfelves, that ‘they may as, | 
frequently ¢ afcend, by their. thoughts and meditations, to 


their exalted MD ather, and their heavenly country ; 3 who - 
take ‘their ftation upon temporal things, and 1 view thofe 3 
that a are e eternal : esti thefe are. the any. men ‘that can 
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‘be aly faid to. — and: nen _— can wn e aneouteed: ts 
wWilesish ay’ en aA, 

And to shiv: it is, my ‘ited patter that wok wilt 
ingly engage your fouls; nay, I heartily wifh, they» 
were carried thither by the fiery chariots: of »celeftial 

, wifdom. Let the common. fort of mankind admire 
mean things; let them placetheir hopes on riches, ho-: 
nours, and arts, and {pend their lives inthe purfuit of 
them, but let your fouls be inflamed with'a far higher: 
ambition. Yet I would not altogether prohibit you» 

‘thefe purfuits; I only defire you to be moderate in: 
them. .Thefe enjoyments are neither: greatin theme 
felves, nor permanent; but it is furprifing, how much; 

_ vanity is inflated by them. What a conceited, vain 
nothing is the creature we call. man! for, becaufe few: 
are capable to difcern true bleflings, which are folid 
and intrinfically beautiful, therefore the fuperficial‘ones, 
and fuch as are of no value at all, are catched’ at; and>) 
thofe who, in any meafure, attain to the’ poffeffion of: 
‘them, are puffed up and:elated thereby.. | nn 

‘If we confider things as they are, it is an’ evidence 
of a very wrong turn of mind to boaft of «titles -and!:\. 
fame, as they are no part of ourfelves, nor can we des: 
pend upon them. But he, that is elevated with afond >! 
conceit of his own knowledge, is a ftranger to the na=: 
ture of things, and particularly to himfelf; fince hey.» 
knows not that the higheft pitch of human knowledge’: 


ought, in reality, rather to be called ignorance. - How: - 
fmall and inconfiderable is the extent of our ‘know- >: 


ledge? Even the moft contemptible things in nature 
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are faflicient to expofe the greatnefs of our’ ‘ignorance, °° 
And, with refpect to divine things, who dares to deny,” 
*¢ thatthe knowledge, mankind has of them, is next'to 
nothing #2 Becaufe the: weak’ eyes of our’ aenlcnaet 
flanding, confined, ‘as they are, within’ fuch narrow” 
houfes:of-clay, cannot bear the piercing light 6f divine!” 
things ;.-therefore the fountain: of all) wifdom ‘hath?!” 
thought proper ‘to: communicate fuch imperfed difeosom 
veries: of: himfelf, as are barely fufficient to dire our?” 
ftepscto the fuperior' regions} of perfect light. And!" 
whoeverbelieves this truth, will, doubtlefs, makeitihis®’” 
chief-care,:and:principal-ftudy, conftantly to follow this?" 
- lamp:of divine light, that fhines'in darknefs;'and not to’ ©’ 
deviate’ from ‘it; either to the right hand or the left. “It 0°" 
is indeed'my:opinion, that no:man of ingenuity ought! 3 
to defpife the’ ftudy of :philofophy, ‘or the knowledge 
of languages) or grammar itfelf; though, to be'fures a 
mofe*expedifious’ and: fuccefsful method of teaching "= 
them, were much to be wifhed > but;what‘I would're-0"! 
commend with the greateft-earneftnefs, andperfiiade ” 
you:to; if poflible, is, that:you would infeparably unite . 
with fuch»meafures of learning: and: HehapepRaaynE™ id 
yoursmindsias you can attain, purity of religion, divine’ 
love, moderation of foul, and an agreeable ade anger faq 
' behaviour. ©For:you are not ignorant, what a low and 
empty figure the higheft attainments in human fetences 
mutt make, iéf they-be compared with the dignity and-* » 
duration of the:foul'of man; for however confiderable 
shy? eedcits in themfelves; wet, with’ regard to! their 
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ute, ad nee whole defign, ‘they are “confined within 
_ the fhort {pace of this perithing life. But. ‘the foul, 
: which reafons, which is employed i in learning and teach- 
_ ing, in a few days will for ever bid farewell to all thefe 
. things, and remove to another country. O how incon- 
fiderable are all arts and ‘{ciences, all eloquence and. 
| philofophy, when compared with a cautious concern ¥ 
that our laft exit out of this world may be happy and 
4 aulpicious, and that we may depart out of this life can- 
se didates of immortality, at which we can never arrive 
but By the beautiful “ey, of holinefs. ioe 


Let us pray. 


Inrinite and eternal God, who inhabiteft thick dark. 


: 4 nefs, and light inacceflible, whom no mortal hath feen, 


or can fee; yet all thy works evidently declare and 
proclaim thy wifdom, thy power, and thy infinite’good- 
nefs: And, when we contemplate thefe thy ‘perfec- 
tions, what is it our fouls can defire, but that they may 
love thee, ‘worfhip thee, ferve thee, for ever proclaim 
thy praifes, and celebrate thy exalted name, which is 
' above all praife, and all admiration? Thy throne is . 
conftantly furrounded with thoufands and ten thou- 
fands of glorified fpirits, who continually adore thee, 
and cry out without ceafing, Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
| God Almighty, who was, who“is, and who is to come. 
opp eet others feek what they will, and find ‘and embrace 
4 what they can, may we have always this ‘one fixed’and 
~ fettled purpole, that i it is good for us to draw near to 
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Sede Let the | feas roar, the earth be thaken, aa ‘all. 
things go to ruin and confufion ; A yet the foul, that ad- 
_heres to. God, will remain fafe and quiet, and fhall not 
be moved for ever. O bleffed foul! that has thee for 
_ its reft, and all its falvation ; ; it fhall be like a tree 
7 planted by the rivers of water, it fhall not fear when 
_ heat cometh, nor fhall it be unealy i in a year of drought. 
_ It is our carnett petition and prayer, O Father, that 

thy hands may loofe all our chains, and effectually de- 
_jiver our fouls from all the fnares and allurements of 


the world and the flefh, and that, by that fame bounti- 3 


ful and moft powerful hand of thine, they may be for 
ever united to thee through thy only begotten Son, - 
who is our union and our peace. Be favourably pre-. 
fent, moft, gracious God, with this affembly of ours, 
that whatever we undertake, in obedience to thy will, 
may be carried to perfection by the aid of thy grace, 
and tend to the glory of thy name, through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord. Amen, os 
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y AM not ignorant, that i it is one of the common arts 
sot) Of dife to fet off our own things | with all the pomp 
howe can 5 _and, if there i is any worth i in them, by no 
o» Means to. depreciate it, but rather. to endeavour, with 
Lig | 
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all our might, to enhance their value as: muichias-pof- 
ible ; nay, thofe of them, which aré quite vain and 
“‘worthlels, we ufe to magnify, with pompous éxpref- 
“Fons, and daub with falfe-colours, and:to do otherwife 
.is reckoned a kind of ruftic fimplicity. But you;:young 


~~ ~Gentlemen, who are acquainted with my manner, will, 


imagine, eafily forgive this indifference of mine; and 
. therefore I fay, if there are any, that’ defpife thefe per- 
formances.of ours, we leaye them at full ‘liberty, for 
we ourfelves held, them in contempt before; but, to ° 
fpeak freely, together with them we undervalued all 
_ worldly things: “ They are all made of the fame mean 
_ materials *.”. O life, thort with regard to duration, 
Tong: in. confideration of thy miferies, involved in dark- 
nefs, befet. with fnares, ftill flu€uating between. falfe. 
_joys and real torments, groundlefs: hopes, and fears 
equally, imaginary, yet, foolifhly, and even to) diftrac- 
tion loved by.moft ; we will not die, and yet we know 
not how to,live; our prefent, poffeflions are loathfome 
as food to;a man in a fever,'and-we greedily catch/at 
future enjoyments, which, when they-come to be pre- 
fent, will be received with the fame indifférence’:: for, 
among the advantages of this fleeting life, nothing is 
equally agreeable to thofe, who have it in pofleffion, 
and thofe who have it only in defire and hope. | 
We are all.in general of fuch a nature, that we are 





weary of ourfelves, and, what we lately preferred to _ : 


every thing elfe, upon experience, we reject. «-This:in- 
conftancy is undoubtedly, a,fign. of a mind diftempered, 
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forcibly deawnawely from its center, and feparated from 
‘its: only durable reft.” ‘Nor’ ‘need ‘you go ‘far, young | 
- Gentlemen, to look for an’ inftanice of this diftemper 5 

“let any-of »you defcend into himfelf (which “very few 
do, and°even they but rarely) he will find’ it within 
him + upon‘a very flight inquiry, he will furely bé fen- 
‘fible of.it; for, pafling other confiderations; with what 
fervent ‘with have you,'in your hearts, longed for this 
day ? yet I forewarn you, 'that all your pleafure will 
either die with the day’ itfelf, which is‘ndw faft’ draw- 
‘ing tola clofe, or bat for a very fhort ‘time farvive iit. 
And, as’ commonly happens, it will be fueceeded by the 
anxious cates’ of beginning life, as it were, ‘anéw,' or, 

"which is: much more grievous and unhappy, and from 
which; Iearneftly pray, you may be all effedtually pre- 
- ferved, by thofe temptations and allurements of ‘vice, 
which tend to debauch and ruin you } for thefé allure- 
ments, after the manner offome: robbers, ‘attack the | 
unwary unexperienced with blandifhments and careffes, 
that'thereby they may have’ an opportunity to’ undo 
them. Iftherefore, asfoon'as ye efter upon a life of 
freedom, thofe deceitful and deadly pleafures of fenfe 
“tempt you with their delufive fmiles, I would put you 
in mind, ‘how unworthy itis ‘of a free and’ generous © 
mind, efpecially that of a’ Chriftian, to become an’ ab- 
je@flave; and’fubmitto the moft fhameful bondage ; 
how diferaceful and wretched a choice it'is, to become 
the fave of a mad diftracted mafter *? and how much 
more generous and exalted is the pleafite of defpifing 
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| “them all. , and trampling ‘them under foot, when they 
“ome in competition with the pie aos + Laem er 
‘lights: of divine love? ; 

“As to éxalted degrees of Hanbun, ios heaps f 
-tiches, the idols of all ranks of mankind, which they 
“aworthip with the rage of enthufiafm and madnefs, we 
“may not only apply to’ them what was obferved of old 
“concerning Hercules’ ftatue, and fay, “ they have no- 
“thing divine inthem * ;”” but alfo, that they are entirely 
“void of real goodnefs, Even thofe, who have the 
“ greateft experience of them, are at laft obliged to own 
“this: the force of truth extorts the confeflion, though 
they make it with regret and again{t their will. All 
‘the beauty and brightnefs of thefe idols refemble the 
“decorations of a ftage, that dazzle the eyes of the vul- 
gar, and the enjoyment of them is, in reality, ‘but a 
. fplendid’kind of flavery, and gilded mifery, It is a 
pathetic expreflion of St. Bernard, ‘“* O ambition, the 
~ torture of the ambitious, how happens it, that though - 
- thou tormenteft all, thou yet makeft thyfelf agreeable 
‘to all t.”” O how eafily does even the leaft glimpfe of 
eternal and infinite beauty raze out of the mind all the 
impreffions made upon it by the objeéts we daily 'con- 
verfe with on this earth, and turn its admiration. of 
them into contempt and difdain. 

But if any one, having thoroughly -examined aad 

defpifed thefe fhadows, refolves folely to:purfue a more 
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complete lndewledge, of things, and follow. the ftreams 
oof ‘learning, we. cannot deny, that he judges. more 
juftly ; yet, after all, muft know, if he is wife, or at 
-) deaft-he ought to know, that he may be wife, ‘ what - 
“vanity and fuperfluity is to be met with even here*.;” 
for often, when one has applied himfelf to. his‘books , 
: »and ftudies, with the greateft afliduity, and-almoft fpent 
his life upon them, all his pains evaporate into {moke, 
and the labour of years isentirely loft... And, what is 
-moft of all to be lamented, this is fometimes the cafe 
with refpec to theology, which is the chief of .all-arts. 
‘and ‘fciences, as fo large a portion of that vineyard i is 

- ftill poffeffed with briars,.and ; thorns... How many are 
- the difputes and controverfies, how many the trifling 
arguments and cavils, which) poflibly. may have fome- 

» thing of the fharpnefs’ of thorns, but undoubtedly, a 
» great deal of their barrennelfs and their hurtful quality ? 
»/A philofopher of old. feverely reproves the fophifters 
“of his time in thefe words, ‘* What was formerly the 
love of wifdom, is now: become the love. of .words +.” 
We, to: befure, may fubftitute, in place of this, a.com- 
» plaint ftill more bitter, that what was theology before, 


is now become foolifh talking ; and that many of our 


‘odivines, though they ferve one God, and that the God 

of peace, ‘* yet {plit into parties upon the lighteft occa- 
+ fions, and. with great impiety. divide the whole world. 
ovinto-fa@tions be sind Iam much afraid, this evil, in 
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~ agreat meafure, derives its original from the acne 
of youth in fchools and colleges. For the moft part of 


men manage this bufinefs, as if difputing was the end — 


of learning, as fighting is the defign of going to war: 


hence the youth, when they enter the f{chool, begin dif- 


puting, which never ends. but with their life. Death 


impofes filence, and fo, at laft, “ thefe fierce paflions | 


of their minds, and thefe inveterate contentions, are 
compoféed to reft by the weight of a little duft thrown. 
upon them *.”? ; 

As for you, young Gentlemen, if my earneft wifhes, 
and fincere advice, can have any weight with you, you 
will early extricate yourfelves out, of thefe flames of 
contention, that your minds, being lighted up'by the 
pure and celeftial fire of the divine Spirit, may fhine 
forth in holinefs, and burn with the moft fervent 
charity. iin 


ea 


Let us pray. 
{Eeeak: and praife is due to thee, Oo infinite God. 


This is the univerfal voice of all the bleffed {pirits on’ 


high, and all the faints on earth: worthy art thou, O 
Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power, becaufe 


_ thou haft created all things, and for thy pleafure they’ 


are. We, here before thee, with united hearts and 
affections, offer thee, as we can, the facrifice of grati- 
tude, love and praife. How much are we indebted to 


* Hi motus animorum, atque hee certamina tanta 
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thee for ourfelves, ‘and forall that we poflefs hiforia © 
thee: we live, move, and have ‘our’ ‘being. ~'Thow' haft « 
“redeemed us from our fins, having given the Son of” 
thy love, asa facrifice: and‘ ranfom’ for our fouls, the’ 
chaftifement of our peace fell upon him, and'by his’ — 
ftripes we are healed... On. this confideration, we ac: 
knowledge, we are no longer at our own difpofal, fince 
weare bought with a price, and-fo very great a price, 
_ thatywe may glorify thee,;,O Father, and:thy Son, in» 
our fouls and our bodies, which are fo. juftly thine; 
may we:devote ourfelves to)thee, through (the :whole © 
remaining /part of our life; and difdain the impure'and | 
ignoble dlavery of fin, the world, and: the flefh; that,) in 
all things,:we may, demean ourfelves sas becomes ‘the 
fons:of God, and:theyheirs of ‘thy celeftial kingdom, » 
and make daily greater ata in our Jolsmtey towards ; 
the happy poffeffion thereof. ag hie ited 
Blefs thy church, and our nation, and ee our uni- 
verfity: may it be thine; we pray thee: we intreat, 
thou: would become our father, our protector, and our 
fupreme teacher, who haft: thy chair, in heaven, and 
teacheft the heartsof men-on. this earth: ‘May the | 
youth flourifh under thy  inftruction, that they may be — 
not, only,learned, but efpecially upright,) pious and: 
true Chriftians, entirely, devoted to the honour of thy 
“name, through our Lord Jefus Chrift. Amen. . 
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rpuse academical exercifes. of ours are, ‘to be 
fure, no great matter, nor do we make-any high 

account of them’; yet, after all; we fet no higher, per- 
haps even a lefs value upon the:buftling affairs of man- 
kind, which make a much greater noife, and the farces 
that are a€ted wpon the’ more exalted theatres of the 
world, which, to fpeak my fentiments i in afew words, 
are for'the moft part outwardly more pompous, than 
thefe of ours, but inwardly equally vain; and more in- 
fignificant than the bufy amufements of’ children play- 
ing on the fands,and eagerly building little houfes, 
which, with giddy levity, they inftantly pull down a- 
gain*. Or if you chufe to be more fevere upon the 
fruitlefs labours of mankind, and their bufy and irre- 
gular motions backward and forward, and from one 
place to another, you may, with a great man, that 
knew all thefe things by experience, compare them to 
the fluttering of frightened fies, thé toilfome hurry of the 
ants, and the motions of puppets }. But he that, amidit 
all the confuftons and commotions, which. epee in 
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human affairs here below, has recourfe to: divine con~ 

templation,. and the hopes of eternity, as the lofty im- 

pregnable tower of true wildom, is the only perfon 

that enjoys uninterrupted eafe and tranquillity, like the 

heavenly bodies, which conftantly move on in their 

orbits, and are never, by any violence, diverted Hain 

their courfe *,” ee oe | 

And indeed, what wonder is it, that ‘he can ienaly 

view all the dreadful appearances of this wretched life, 

-with a refolute and fteady countenance, who, by fre- 

quent interviews and daily converfation with death 

itfelf, which we call the king of terrors t, has rendered 

it familiar to him, and thereby not only divefted it of 
its terrors, but alfo placed it in a beautiful, pleafant, 

and quite amiable light. By this means, he dies daily, 

and doubtlefs, before he fuffers a natural death, he dies 

in a more exalted fenfe of the word, by withdrawing, 

as far as is poffible, his mind from the incumbrance of 
_ earthly things, and, even while it lodges in the body, 
weaning it-from all the worldly objects, that are placed 

about him. And, in this very fenfe, philofophy of old 
was moft properly called the meditation of death {, 
which the Roman orator has, in my opinion, explained 
with great propriety, and the precifion of a philofopher. 
«¢ What is it we do, fays he, when we withdraw the 
mind from pleafure, that is, the body, from our means 
and fubftance, that is the fervant of the body, that 
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provides for its wants, from the commonwealth, and 
every kind of bufinefs; what is it we then do, I fay, 
but recall it to itfelf, and oblige it to ftay at home? 
Now, to withdraw the mind from the body, is nothing 
elfe, but to learn to die *.”” Let us, therefore, reafon 
thus, if you will take my advice, and feparate ourfelves 
from our bodies, that is, let us accuftom ourfelves to 
‘die: this, even while we fojourn on this earth, will be 
to the foul a life like to that which it will enjoy in 
heaven, and, being delivered from thefe fetters, we 
- fhall move at a better rate, the courfe of our fouls will 
be lefs retarded in our journey to that happy place, at 
which, when we arrive, we can then, and then only, 
be truly faid to live; for this life is but a kind of death, 
the miferies whereof I could paint, if it were feafon- 
able; but, to be fure, it was moft juftly called a life 
of the greatef mifery + by Dionyfius the Areopagite, or 
whoever was the author of that book, that goes under 
his name. tay 
‘And indeed, young Gentlemen, I am of opinion, 

that fuch a view, and meditation of death, will not be 
unfuitable, or improper, even for you, though you are 
in the prime of life, and your minds in their full vi- 


_* Quid aliud agimus cum a voluptate, id eft ei corpore, cum a 
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gour ; nay, IT would gladly hope, you yourfelves will — 
not imagine it would, nor be at all offended at me, as 
if, by mentioning that inaufpicious word unfeafonably, 
I difturbed your prefent joy, drew a kind of black 
cloud over this bright day of feftivity, or feemed to 
mix among your laurels, a branch of the hated cyprefs.. 
For a wife man would not willingly owe his joy to 
madnefs, nor think it a pleafure, foolithly to “oe the 
fituation of his affairs. 

The wife man alone feels true joy, and real wifdom 
is the attainment of a Chriftian only, who bears with 
life, but hopes for death; and paffes through all the 
ftorms and tempefts of the former with an ‘undaunted 
mind, but with the moft fervent wifhes looks for the 
latter, as the fecure port, and the fair havens* in the 
higheft fenfe of the expreflion ; whofe mind is humble, 
and, at the fame time, exalted, neither depending upon 
foreign, that is, external advantages; nor puffed up 
with his own; and neither elevated nor deprefied By 
any turns or viciflitudes of fortune. : 

He is the wife man, who: relifhes things as they 
really are; who is not, with the common fort of man- 
kind, that are always children, terrified by bugbears, 
nor pleafed with painted rattles. . Who has a greatnefs 
of foul, vaftly fuperior to -all fading and perifhing 
things; who judges of his improvements by his life, 
and thinks he knows every thing he does not covet, 
and every thing he does not fear. The only thing he 
defires, is the favour and countenance of the Supreme 
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King ; the only thing he fears, is his difpleafure ; and, 
without doubt, a mind of this caft muft, of necefftty, 


_ be the habitation of conftant ferenity, exalted joy, and 


gladnefs fpringing from on high, And this is the man, 
that is truly pofleffed of that sranquillity and happy dif= . 
pofition of mind*, which the Philofophers boaft of, the 
Divines recommend, but few attain. And though he 
will neither willingly fufler himfelf to be called a phi- 
lofopher, nor a philologer, yet he is, in reality, well 
werfed in the things of Godt, and, by a hind of Divine 
influence and inftruction t, has attained to the light of 
pure and peaceable truth; where he pafles his days in 
the greateft quietnefs and ferenity, far above the cloudy 

and f{tormy regions of controverfy and difputation. | 
_ Tf any of you has been thus inftru@ted, he has cer- 
tainly attained the higheft of all arts, and has entered 
upon the moft glorious liberty, even before he hath 
received any Univerfity degree. But the reft, though 
they are prefently to have the title of Mafter of Arts, 
ftill continue a filly, fervile fet of men, under a heavy 
yoke of bondage, whereby even their minds will be» 
crampt with oppreflive laws, far more intolerable than 
any difcipline however fevere, None of you, I imagine 
is fo exceflively blinded with /e/f-conccit §, fo ignorant 
of the nature of things, and unacquainted with himfelf, 
as to dream that he is already a philofopher, or be 
puffed up with an extravagant opinion of his own 
knowledge, becaufe he has gone through the ordinary 
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exercifes at the Univerfity ; though, to fpeak the truth, 
the philofophy, which prevails in the {chools, is of a 
vain, airy nature, and more apt to infpire the mind 
with pride, than to improve it. “As it is my earneft 
prayer, fo it is alfo the object of my hope, that you 
will retire from the Seminary, with your minds excited 
to a keen and wholefome thirft after true. erudition, 
_ rather than blown up with the wild-fire of fcience, 
falfely fo called: And what, of all other attainments, 
is of greateft confequence, that you will leave us, deep- 
ly affected with the moft ardent love of heavenly wif- 
dom. Whatever may be your fate, with refpect to 
other ‘things, it is my earneft requeft, that it be your 
higheft ambition, and your principal ftudy, to be true 
Chriftians; that is, to be humble, meek, pure, holy,’ 
and followers of your moft aufpicious Captain, the 
_ Lamb, wherever he goeth; for he that followeth him 
thall not walk in darknefs, but be condudcted, through 
the morning light of Divine grace, to the meridian, and 
never-ending brightnefs of glory. 


Let us pray. 

Erernat Father of mercies and of lights, the only 
reft of theimmortal fouls, which thou haft created, and 
their never-failing confolation: Into what by- paths of 
error do our fouls divert, and to what dangers are they | 
expofed on every hand, when they ftray away from 
thee? But, while they keep within thy hiding-place, - 
O moft high, they are fafe under the fhadow of thy 
wings, O how happy are they, and how well do they 
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live, who pafs their, whole, lives, in that, fecret- Ahad, bf 
where they may continually, refrefh: themfelves with... 
‘the-delicious fruits of thy, love, and: thew. forth ae 
praife!, where they may tafte and fee, that thou.art ... 
good, O Lord, and be thoroughly . perfuaded,,of the /. 
immentfe riches. of thy. bounty, which all our-miferies. 
cannot,exceed, nor our poverty exhautt ; . nay,.! which... . 
the conftant.effufion of them upon the whole,univerfe,, ;. 
-andall its parts, cannotin the leaft diminifh. ..As, for... 
us, who.are before thee, the moft unworthy. of all.thy)... 
creatures, yet, at the fame. time, the »moft exceflively .., 
loaded with all the inftances. of thy goodnefs,, can, We, .; 
avoid crying out with. the united voices: of our hearts, ... 
‘Let praife be afcribed to)the Lord, becaufe he is.good, .... 
and-his; mercy endureth forever. . Who thal declare...» 
the great.and wonderful. works of God, who fhall fhew ,.- 
forth , his praife? who ruleth by. his: power for; ever, ..., 
and. his eyes obferve the. nations, that the rebellious 
may, not.exalt themfelves:; who. areftores our, fouls, to, “ 
life, and fuffers not our feet to, be moved, ‘But, on the . | 
other hand, alas! how juftly may.our, fongs be inter. , , 
rupted with bitter lamentations, that, under fuch ftrong ) mt 
-and conftant rays of his bounty, our hearts are fo cold a 
towards him? O how faint and languid i is our love to 
him! How very little, or near to nothing, i is the whole 
of that flame,. which we feel within us, and, as that 
love fails within us, we mifplace our affeétions upon 
the things around us; and as we follow vanity, we 
. become vain and miferable at the fame time.. But may 
thy Spirit, O Lord, whom we humbly and earneftly 


” 
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~ beg of thee, defcending i into our hearts, infpire us thos — 
~ roughly with life, vigour, and celeftial purity. 
Pleafe to enlighten thy church throughout the whole 
habitable world, and particularly in thefe iflands, with 
the continued light of thy countenance: if thou apply 
thy healing hand, ‘we fhall prefently be whole; nor 
need we look to any quarter for other remedies, than 
thofe we have always found to, be more powerful than. 


our moft obftinate diftempers. Blefs this city, and this - 


celebrated univerfity. Grant, moft gracious Father, 
that the numbers of youth, we fend out from it this — 
day, and every year, may be by thy effectual grace, 
confecrated and devoted to thy fervice. Forbid, we ° 
pray thee, that they fhould either be the means of 
{preading pollution: among thy people, or fuffer them- 
felves to be tainted with the infection of a wicked 
world ; but let this fountain of learning be continually. 
enriched with thy heavenly influences, that it may con- 
{tantly fupply pure and limpid ftreams, for the welfare . 
and improvement of thy church and people, to, the 
glory of thy exalted name, through our Lord Jefus 
Chrift ; to whom, with thee, and the Holy Spirit, be 
honour, praife, and glory, world without end. Amen, 


am 
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“MIDST thefe in tie we are denagite lof. 
“ing a day. Yet fome part of the weight of this: 
_ compldint is'removed, when we confider;: that,’ while 
the’ ‘greatelt part of mankind’ are buftling in’ crowds, 
and places of traffic, or, as they would have'us Believe, | 
‘in affairs of great importance, we are trifling our time 
more innocently than they: ‘But what'fhould hinder 
us from élofing this laft feene ina ferious manner,’ that 
is, from turning our eyes to more divine’ ‘objects, where. 
by, though we are fatigued with other‘matters, we 
| may terminate the work of this day, andthe day irfelf 
agreeably; as the beams of the fun’ wfe’ to give more 
than ordinary delight, when he is near his fetting ? 
You aré now initiated into the’ philofophy, fuch as it 
is; that prévails in the {chools, atd, ‘Timagine, ‘amtend;: — 
with al! poffible: difpatch, to apply to higher’ ftudies. 
But O! how pitiful’ and fcanty are all thofe things; 
which befet us before, behind, and on every ‘fide’? 
The buftling we obferve, is nothing but’ the hurrying” 
of ants eagerly engaged in their little labours. "The 
mind mutt furely have degenerated, and forgotten its 
original as effectually, as if it had drunk of the river — 
_ Lethe, if extricating itfelf out of all thefe mean con- 
cerns and defigns, as fo many {nares laid: for it;’and 
—_ cit the’ mone of this ° vifible — ‘it! —— 
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mot retin to its F ather’s 's bofom, where it may contem- 


plate his eternal beauty, where contemplation will i in- 
flame love, and love be crowned with the pofleffion of 


the béloved obje&. »Butyin: the ‘contemplation of this 


glorious object, how great caution and moderation of 
“mind is.neceflary, that, by prying prefumptouily into 
chis fecret.councils, or his nature, and rafhly. breaking 
into, the fanduary of light *, «we be not quite involved 

in darknefs?, And, with, regard to. what the. infinite, 


independent, and neceffary exiftent Being t, has thought 
sproper ‘to.communicate to us concerning himfelf,, and 


awe. are: concerned to know, even, that is, by, no, means, 
to be obfcured by. curious, impertinent queftions, nor 


perplexed, with the arrogance of difputation 3 becaufe; 


‘by fuch-means, inftead. of .enlarging. our knowledge, 


qe are|.in the fair way to know nothing. at all; -but 


 weadily ito, be received by humble faith, and entertained 
with meekand . (pious affeCtions, And) if, 1 in, thefe. nds 
tices. of \him,..that are’ communicated to, us, we, meet 
‘with any thing obfcure, and hard ito be. underftood, 


fuch difficulties willbe happily. got over, not by pers | 
plexed. controverfies, | but by. conftant and fervent’. 


prayer... ** He will cometo underftand, fays, admirably, 


well, the famous Bithop. of Hippo },, who knocks by ~ 


prayer, not he, who, by quarrelling, makes..a noife at, 


the ere eh truth §.” » But what can ie who are mors 
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tal chedeatesd trldcbRand)p -withoregard to'the siege: 
fible ‘Beitig; we now fpeak’ of, 'efpecially while we fo- 
journ“in’thefé’ dark-prifons oftclay, but only this; that 
“we'cati by no” means “comprehend him?) for though, 
“in thinking’ of him, we remove from our ideavall fort 
of impetfeCtion; and collec together every perceivable 
perfection, and adorn the whole with the higheft titles, 
“we mult; ‘after-all, acknowledge, that we have faid ‘no- 
thing, and'that our’ conceptions are nothing to the pur- 
‘poferi*Let‘us therefore in general acknowledge him 
‘to be the immoveable’ Being, that movethievery thing ; 
the immutable God, that changeth all things: at: his 
“pleafure ; the nfinite and eternal fountain of all good, 
and’of all exiftence, and the’ Lord and’ ieee Ruler: ‘of 
the world:  2SUITIO 8! Onn yiwoTten 
“Ifyou; then, my dear apotiels; ‘afpive:ct to: genuine 
- Chriftianity, that is, the knowledge of God and divine 
things*, Iwould have you confider, ‘that the »mind 
~-muft> firft “be recalled, “and ‘engaged’to:turn ‘in ‘upon 
-itfelfj before it can be raifed’up towards Godyaccord- 
ing ‘to that expreflion ‘of St. Bernard, «May T return 
- from/ external’ things to thofe that: are*within’ myfelf, 
“and from? ‘thefe again’ rife to thofe that are of a amore 
‘exalted naturet.” © But'the greateft part! of men ‘live 
abroad, and are, truly, ftrangers: at ‘homes! you ‘may 
fooner: find sien any’ ~ than with themfelves. 
, is a} ,uGishvae eidt adau: podw bak 
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‘Nowsis not this veal\madnefs, and. the higheftdegree — 
_of infenfibility? . Yet,) after. all, they feem.to -haye 
sfomeireafon in, their madnefs, when. they thus ftray 
‘agamplfront themfelves, fince they can fee nothing with- 
in them, that, by its promifing afpe&t, can. give them — 
opleafure or delight. Everything there is ugly, fright- 
ful, and full of naftinefs, which they. would, ratlier be 
ignorant of, than be at the pains to purge away. and 
therefore prefer.a flothful forgetfulnefs of their mifery,. 
to the trouble and labour of regaining happineds. 
_ But how prepofterous is the ‘moft diligent ftudy, and 
» the:higheft knowledge, when we neglect that of . our- 
felves?, ‘The Roman philofopher, ridiculing the, gram- 
\omariatis of) his time, | obferves, << that they enquired 
Narrowly into the misfortunes of Ulyffes, but were 
» quite ignorant of their own.*.”” The fentiments of a 
wife‘and pious! man are quite different, and 1 with'you 
-may.adopt: ‘them. It,is his principal care to. be tho- 
ocroughly. acquainted. with himfelf, he watches’ over. his 
_bigiwn WAYS) he improves)and cultivates his heart as a 
vrgarden, nay, a. garden:confecrated to the King of kings, 
who takes:particular delight in it; he carefully nurfes 
scthe heavenly plants-and. flowers, and. roots up all the 
»/ Awild:and: noxious weeds, that he may. be able to fay, 
sawith thes greater confidence, ‘¢ Let my beloved come 
-ointo/his own garden, and be pleafed to eat of his fruits.’” 
And when, upon this invitajion, the great King, in the. 
fullnefs of his goodnefs, defcends into the mind, the 
‘foul may then eafily afcend with him, as it, were, in a 
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chariot of fure, and look. down upon the earth, and all 
earthly. things, with contempt and difdain: “* Then 
rifing, above the rainy regions, it fees the ftorms falling, 
beneath; its. feet, nd trample Apo the hidden 
thunder *.” <Giieits 


Let us pray. 


ht 


_ Waarever fatisfaGtion. we look for leh oui shes, 
Oo Heavenly, Father, i is mere delufion and vanity:5, yet, 
though. we have fo often. experienced this, we have not, 
to this day,(] learned to renounce this vain and fruitlefs 
labour, that we may depend upon thee, whoalone:can 
give. full and complete fatisfaction. to the fouls. of men, 
‘We pray, therefore, that, by thy Almighty, hand,. thou 
swould fo effe€tually join and unite our hearts to thee, 
that they may never ‘be feparated any more. How. 
unhappy are they who forfake thee, and whofe hearts 
depart from thy ways? They fhall be like fhrubs in 
the defart, they hall not fee when good cometh, but 
dwell in a parched’and barren land. Bleffed, on the 
contrary, is he,°who ‘hath “placed his jconfidence in 
thee; he fhall be ‘like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, he fhall not be afraid, when heat) cometh, nor: 
be uneafy in the. time of drought. Take. from :us,- 0 
Lord, whatever earthly enjcyments thou: halt think, 
proper ;; there is.one thing, will abundantly make up, 
all our, loffes, let Chrift dwell in, our: hearts, by faith, | 
and the rays, of thy favour’ .continually: Seigeate in 


ahs es ¢ S : ‘ 
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* Celitor' exurgens pluvii nimbofg, ‘cadentes, é ey 
Gag eon 


Sub: pedibus cernens, €t-casca'tonitrua caleans,) 9) 
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‘the fice of this thine Anointed; in » this event; we have 
‘nothing more to afk, but) with. (grateful ‘minds, thal 
for ever celebrate ‘thy bounty, ‘and all our bones: hall 

fay, Who is liké! unto thee, ° ‘Lord, who is slike x ‘unto 

; MIA OG sa 

Let thy church be lad i in thee, ei all in i Nae 

tion, and every where throughout the world, that re~ | 
gard and’ love thy name}; by the power and, efficacy of 
the gofpel, may their ith be daily augmented, and 
det the gifts of thy grace be alfo encreafed in them all. 
Blefs this’ univerfity ; ; let it-be like a garden ‘watered 
by thy’ heavenly hand, that thy tender fhoots may 
grow, and in due time produce abundant fruit,’ to the 

eternal hondur of thy moft glorious sine ‘throw gh our 
Lord Jefus Chritt. “Amen: — [ fisn Sake oh piapy 
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-.°fhallcever have occafion ‘to’ make’ to ‘you, E will 
not!detain you long'from your ‘ftudies, ‘nor “encroach 
onthe time! allowed -you for: recreation, ° ‘This is, to: 
be’ furey the’ firft time that fome of you have heard me. 
but [shave 'a°great many others to bear witnéfs of the . 
-conftant defign of all. amy, differtations..in, this place. 
They will teftify, that the intention.of all my difcourfes 
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was, °* that:the form of found wwords *,? that:i facthbe 
Ghriftian doctrine, and confequently the:feariand dove: 
of God; might not only be imprefled, butalfo engraven. 
upon; yourvhearts in laftingy and. indelible characters 5” 
andthat you might not only admit as a'truth,-but allo” 
pay. the higheft regard: to ‘this :indifputablen maxim, 
“ that piety and’ religion. is the only real: good:among,. — 
‘ment? “Moreover, that your minds! might be>thé:! 
-Tefs incumbered: in their application to this:granddtudy.» 
of religion, and the:more expeditious in their progrefs:: 
‘therein,: 1 conftantly endeavoured,: :with’ alkpoflible:’ 
warmth, ‘to divert: you. from thofe | barren .and:thorny » 
queftions: and: difputes, that have infected the whole:of: 
theology : ‘and this ata time, when the preatett-partiof 
divines-and profeffors, and thofe of no,fmall xeputation,.’ 
engaging: furioufly. in fuch. controverfies, ‘** have-fplity. 
into parties, and unhappily divided the whole-world 1.7% 
It was my conftant practice te eftablifh thofe ¢reat and» 
uncontroverted articles of our holy religion, which are: 
but few and:clear ; fome part’ whereof:are confirmed; 
by the common ‘confent of nations, andy of all the hu-'» 
man race ;' ‘and all the reft by the unanimous voice: of 
the whole Chriftian world. Of the-firtt fort are!thofer: 
we have.oftenoadvanced ‘in’ treating: of: the being andi < 
-perfeGions ofthe one fupreme’ and. eternal'Principle; 
and the produétion of all things'by him 3. the continual , 
a and government of the: world: by his: Pros"? 
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vidence ;\the law of God» given to mankind, and the 
rewards andpunifhments "annexed ‘to: its’ The* other 
clafs of the grand articles of religion are: ‘indeed’ pecu- 
culiar’ to Chriftian Philofophy, but believedin' common 

by/all the. profeffors of that religion. ‘Thefe are the 
great’ foundations of our faith, and of all our hope and 
joy; with: ‘regard to the incarnation of the Son of God, 
his death and refurreGtion for the deftruétion of fin, 
and: confequently of death; his afcenfion into the 
higheft heavens with that fame flefh of ours, in which 
he diéd, and his exaltation there above all ranks of an- 
_gels;‘dominions, and thrones, &c..; whence we expect 
he will return’ in great glory, in that day, when he will 
be glorious ‘in all his faints, and admired in thofe that 
believe’: As'many therefore as defiré to receive him 
in this*his ‘laft. manifeftation, with joy and exultation, 
mutt of neceflity be holy, and, in conformity to their 
moft: perfect and glorious Head, fober, pious, upright, 
and-live in full: contempt: ‘of this perifhing tranfitory 
world; their own mortal flefh, and the fordid pleafures 
of ‘both: in a: word, “all the’ enjoyments, which the 
mean and fervileadmire, they muft trample under foot 
and defpife.’ For whoever will ftrive for this victory, 
- andftrive fo as ‘at laft to obtain it, the Lord will own 
him for his fervant, and the great Mafter will acknow- 
ledge him for his difciple. He will attain a likenefs to - 
Godin this earth, and, after a fhort conflicts will tri- 
umph in the divine prefence for ever. Thefe are the 
doétrines, which it is our intereft to know, and in the 
obfervation of which our happinefs..will be fecured. 
O9 


A 


Sew 


$06 | VALEDICTORY ORATION. 
To thefe ‘you ‘will turn your thoughtsy young Gentle. 
men, if you are'wife; nay, to thefe you ought to give 
due attention, that you may’ be wife: thefe phantoms, 
4 we catch at, fly away : this fhadow of a life, we now 
live, is likewife on the wing. ‘Thofe’ things, ‘that are. 
without ‘the verge of fenfe, and above its reach, are the. 
_ only folid- and lafting enjoyments. ‘* Why are ye 
fond of thefe earthly things, fays St. Bernard, which 
are neither. true riches, nor are they yours? «If they 
are yours, continues he, take them with you *:”) And 
Lattantius admirably well obferves, that; °° whoever 
prefers the life of the foul, muft, of neceflity,: defpife 
that of the body; nor can he afpire to: the higheft 
good, unlefs he defpife advantages of an inferior kind. 
For the all:wife God did not chufe,: that we fhould ‘at 
tain to immortality in a foft indolent way, but'that we 
fhould gain that'inexpreflible reward of eternal life with 
the higheft ‘difficulty, and fevereft labour f.”? And, 
that you may ‘not be ‘difcouraged, remember the great 
Redeemer “of fouls, your ‘exalted Captain; hath gone 
before you, and we have to do with an, enemy already 
Searels Let us ‘only follow. sae with oe ani 
c* Quid tetrena hac amplectimini,: quar nec ‘Adidas ales 
veltre ? ?. Si veftre funt, tollite yobifeum. 


PERS | 


PST BOs 
chi Quifquis anime vitam maluerit, corporis vitam. contempat, nee, 
ceffe eft, nec aliter afpirare ad fummum poterit bonuiny nifi quee 
funt ima ‘def pexetit. Noluit enim ‘fapientiffimus Deus, 1 nos ‘mmor- 
talitatem delicate ae molliter affequi, fed ‘ad illud vite eternee” 
iuenarrabile premium fumma eum difficultate, et maguis laboribus 
pervenire. ; iA. se dtisiiind SFY 
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a@ivity, and we have nb ground to doubt. of. -vidtorys. 
And indeed it isa vidory ‘truly worthy of a Chriftian, 
to fubdue the barbarous train of our appetites, and 
fubjeét- them to the empire’ of reafon and religion 
while, on the other hand, it is the moft fhameful bon- 
dage to have the more divine part of our compofition 
meanly fubjected to.an ignoble earthly, body... Now, 
this’ victory: can only be fecured by ftedfaft believing; — 
vigorous oppofition to our fpiritual enemies, unwearied 
watchifig, and inceflant prayer. Let prayer be not 
only the key that opens. the: day, and the lock, that 
fhutsout-the night; but let'it- be alfo, from, ‘morning 
to-night, our flaff and ftay in all our labours, and to: 
enable-us to go chearfully up into the mount of God. 
~ Prayer: brings. confolation to. ‘the languifhing, fouls 
drives away the devil, and is the great medium, where- 
by all grace and peace is communicated to us... With 
regard to. your reading, let it be your. particular care 
to be familiarly acquainted with the Sacred Scriptures 
above ‘all other books whatever; for from thence _ 
you will truly derive light for your dire@tion, and fa- 
¢red provifions for your fupport on your journey. In 
fabordination to thefe you may alfo ufe the writings of 
pious men that are agreeable to them ; -for thefe alfo 
you may improve to your advantage, and particularly 
thar little book of a Kempis, Of the Imitation of Chrift *, 
« fince the fum and fubftance of religion confifts in 
imitating the ime that is the. RICE of your wore 
hints side dats gua worn hasimeia tae 
* De imitatione Chrifti. : : 


pee sh se religionis eft imitari quem colis. 
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_. May our dear. Redeemer Jefus imprefs: upon your 


é see a lively reprefentation of his own-meekyand im- 


= 


maculate heart, that, in that great and: laft: days: he 


may, by’ this mark, know you to be his, and, together - 
with all the teft: of his fealed and redeemed ones, admit 
you into the manfions of eternal blifs.. Amen. 
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Eepaiaus Creator, and fupreme.Governor of the 


$3 Th DY 


world, fongs of .praife are due to thee in'Zion ;\ nay, | 
as thou art infinitely fuperior to all our fongs and 
hymns,-even filence in Zion redounds to: thy. praife. 


Let the focieties of angels be rather employed: im fing- 
ing thy praifes; but let us, with filence: and aftonith- 


‘ment, fall down at the footftool of thy throne, while 
they are taken’ up in the repetition of their ‘celebrated 


doxology, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hofts;:who fil- 


Jeft heaven: and earth with thy glory!) But O that we 


had within“us proper» powers ‘for exalting» that moft 
facred'name!: that name, which, according to their 
meafure,)is celebrated by:all the parts of this vifible 
world, which furround us, the heaven; the ftars, the 


winds, the rivers, the earth, the ocean, and all the crea- 


tures therein. . Thou furely didft at firft implant in us 
fouls, and powers for this purpofe, fuperior to the reft 


_ of the vifible creation ; as we were then not only qua- 


lified to offer thee praifes founded on the rational con- 
viction of our minds, and animated-by the affections of ~ 
our hearts; but alfo capable of pronouncing more ar- 


‘iculately even the praifes that refult from all the reft 
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of thy-wiftble: works. Buty yalas!) thefe heavenly fouls, 
\ _ofetihefes ptinciples proceeding: from: a divine original,:we 
‘chave moft deeply: immerfed'in mire’ and dirty nor is 
soany: hand:able to extricate them out: of this): mud;cor 
»-cleanfe them from their pollution, but:thine. || -O moft 
exalted» and bountiful: Father, if thou: wilt -gracioufly 
pleafe to grant us this grace and favour, we fhall then 
offer thee new fongs of praife: as incenfe, and ourfelves 
thus renewed asa burnt-offermge: and all the reft of 
our time. in this world we fhall live, not) to neers 
but wholly to him, who died for us. 95 ors os 
oo eMay: thy: church, throughout the whole: epibe ed 
pecially in thefe iflands, be fupported by thy | moft 
. powerful hand, and:continually be made:to rejoice in 
» the lightof thy gracious! countenance.» Let our. king 
\ be joyful:in:thee, and,ias-he-depends upon thy bounty, 
“Jet him: never be moved ;..let: his throne be eftablifhed — 
ovim piety and. righteoufnefs,; and let peace, and the gofpel 
‘eof peace;:be the conftant’ bleflings of his: kingdoms, 
+ ¢through:Jefus Chrift our Lord; to whom, with thee, 
and the! Holy Spirit, be praife,. neue 4 and eed gr . 
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- tion with prefbyters, prefbyteries, and fynods, 
is not contrary to the rule of Scripture, or ee 
of the primitive church, but moft agreeable to both. 

‘TI. Yea, it,is not contrary. to. Fie ah athe 
which is pretended by fo many as the main, if not the. 
only, reafon, of their ferupling ; and for their fakes it 


. is neceffary to.add this: for notwithftanding the many. 


irregularities both in the matter and. form of that)co- 
venant, and in the illegal and violent ways of prefling 
and: profecuting of it; yet to them who ftillremain un-. 
der the confcience of its full force and obligation, and. 
in that fome inconvinceably perfuaded, vit is certainly. 
moft pertinent, if it be true, to declare the,confiftence: 
of the prefent government, even with that obligation, 
And as both. of thefe affertions, I. believe, upon the 
exacteft (if impartial and impaflionate) inquiry, will be 
found to bein themfelves true, fo they are.owned by: 
the generality of the Prefbyterians.in England, as thems 
felves have publifhed their opinions. in print, with this. 
title, Two Papers of propofals,, humbly prefented to his» 
Majefty, by the reverend: minifiers, of the kasi 
perfuafi om, printed at London, anno)1661.. ¢ sens) s 
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Befides other paffages in thofe papers to ‘the fame 
‘purpofe, in p. 11. and 12. are thefe words: « And as 
‘thefe are our’ general ends and motives, fo we are in- 
duced ‘to infift upon the form of a fynodical govern- 
ment, conjun@ with a fixed prefidency or eplleppacy 3 : 
for thefe reafons : | 
“1, We have reafon to elise, that n no ober terms 
will be fo ‘generally agreed on, &c. 
$2, It’being agreeable to the {cripture and the pri- 
‘mitive government, is likelieft to be the way of a more 
univerfal concord, if ever the churches on earth arrive 
at {uch a blefling: however, it will be eho sicher 
to God and'well informed confciences. ‘| ; 
$3. Tt-will promote the practice of ‘difcipline and 
ssapigy ‘without difcord, and promote order without 
se acai difeipline and godlinefs. 

pis Peiaigc yAnd it is not to be filenced (thovgh in fome 
selipcttie ‘we'are loathe to mention it) that it will favethe. 
nations from the violation of the folemn vow and cove- 
naht, without wronging the church at att, or tales “ae 
any other oath, &c.”’ ; 

Anda little after, they add, That ine wnulasy dif 
claimed in that covenant,’ was the engrofling the fole 
power of ordination and jurifdidtion ; and exercifing of 
the whole difcipline, abfolutely by bifhops themfelves, 
and:their delegates, chancellors, furrogates, and offi- » 
cials; &c.’ excluding wholly e seed of particular 

churches from all fhare init.” — ‘ =: 
“And'there is one of prime note — them, who, 
in a'large treatife of church-government, does clearly 
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evidence, that this was the mind both of the parliament 
of England, and of the aflembly of divines’ at Welt- 

-minfter, as they themfelves did exprefsly declare it in 
the admitting of the covenant, That they underftood it 
not to be againft all Epifcopacy ; but only againft that 
particular frame, as itis worded in the article itfelf *. 
As for our prefent model in Scotland, and the way of 
managing it, whatfoever is amifs (and it can be no 
wrong to make that fuppofition, concerning any church 
on earth) the brethren that are diflatisfied, had poflibly 
better acquitted their duty, by free admonitions and 
fignifications of their own fenfe in all things, than by 
leaving their ftations, which is the only thing that has 
made the breach (I fear very hard to cure, and in hu- 
man appearance near to incurable.) But there is 
much charity due to thofe following their own con- 
fciences; and they owe, and I hope they pay, the fame 
back ‘again to thofe that do the fame in another way. 

- And whatfoever may be the readieft and happieft way, 

of reuniting thofe that are naturally fo minded, sh 

Lord reveal it to them in due time. 

This one word I fhall add, That this difference fhould 
arife to a great height, may feem fomewhat ftrange to 
any man, that calmly confiders, that there is in this 
church no change at all, neither in the do@rine nor 
worfhip ; no, nor in the fubftance of the difcipline it- 


* Baxter of Church Government, PLE. Co L.. tit. pioys. 

. « An Epifeopacy defirable for the reformation, prefervation, and, 

peace of the Churches, a fixed prefident, durante vita.” See p. 
297. & 330. ibid. - 
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_ felf;-but when, it falls on ‘matter eafily inflammable, a 
little {parkle, how great a fire will it kindle! 0.) 

Oh! who would: not; long, for the fhadows:.of the 
evening,, from.all thofe poor childifh contefts hoi 

But. fome-will fay that. we-are engaged) en pre- 
lacy by covenant, and therefore cannot — tofo much 
as you do, without perjury. . 

Anf.. ‘That this is wholly untrue,, Hhivat fatale 
—When .that covenant was prefented to the affembly 
with the, bare name of prelacy joined to popery, many 
contrair.and reverend. divines, defired that the.~word 
(prelacy) might be explained, becaufe it was not: all 
Epifcopacy they ‘were againft ; and. thereupon the fol- 
lowing claufe, inthe parenthefis, was given. by. way of 
explication; in. thefe words, (That the church govern- 
ment,-by archbifhops, bifhops, their chancellors, and 
commiflaries, deans, and chapters, .arch-deacons, - and. 
all the other, ecclefiaftical officers) depending. on that 
hierarchy) by. which.it;appears, that it was ,only.. the 
Englih hierarchy or frame, that was covenanted again{t > 
and that which was then exiftent, that was taken.down, 

II.; When, the houle of lords took the covenant, Mr. 
Thomas, Coleman, that gave. it them, did fo :explain.it, 
and _profefs that it was not their. intent.to..coyv enant a- 
gainft all. Epifcopacy.; and upon this explication: it was ~ 
taken);..and certainly the parliament was .moft. capable 
of giving the due fenfe of it, siete it was ee that did 
impofesity : 

ie Ane ‘it eoald’n not be all Bpiicopacy that was x 
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cluded, becaufe a parochial Epifcopacy wasiat that fame 
time ufed and approved commonly in England. 

IV. And in Scotland they had ufed the help of vi- 
fiters, for the reformation of their churches, committing 
the care of a country or circuit, to fome one man, 
which was as. high a fort of Epifcopacy at leaft as any 
I am pleading for; befides that, they had moderators 
in all their fynods, which were temporary bifhops. 

V. Alfo the chief divines of the late aflembly at 
Weftminfter, that recommended that covenant to the 
nations, have profeffed their own judgment for fuch a. 
moderate Epifcopacy as 1 am here defending, and there- 
fore they never intended the exclufion of this by cove- 

After the fame author faith, As we have prelacy to 
be aware of, fo we have the contrary extreme to avoid ; 
and the church’s peace, ifit may be fo procured, and 
as we muft not take down the miniftry, left it prepare 

men for Epifcopacy, fo neither muft we be againft any 
profitable ufe and exercife of the miniftry, or defirable 
order amongft them, for fear of introducing prelacy, 

There is another that has wrote a treatife on purpofe, 
and that zealous enough, concerning the obligation of 
the league and covenant, under the name of Theophi. 
lus ‘Fimercus, and’ yet therein it is exprefsly afferted, 
that however at firft view it might appear, that the par- 
liament had renounced all Epifcopacy, yet, upon exe 
acter inquiry, it was evident to the author, that that 

_- Very fcruple was made by fome members in parliament, 
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and refolved, with the confent of their brethrén in 
_ Scotland, that the covenant was only intended againft 
prelacy, as it was then in being in England, leaving a 
latitude for Epifcopacy, &c. 
_ it would be noted, that when that covenant was 
framed, there was no Epifcopacy at all in being in 
Scotland, but in England only ; fo that the extirpation 
of that frame only could then be merely intended. 

Likewife it would be confidered of, though there iis 
in Scotland at prefent the name of dean and chapter 
_and commiflaries ; yet that none of thefe do exercife at 
all any part of the difcipline under that name, neither 
any other, as chancellor or furrogate, &c. by delega- 
tion from bifhops, with total exclufion.of the communi- 
ty of prefbyters from all power and fhare in it, which 
is the greateft point of difference between that model 
and this with us, and imports fo much as to the main 
of difcipline. 

I do not deny that the generality of the people, even 
of minifters in Scotland, when they took the covenant, 
did underftand that article, as againft all Epifcopacy 
whatfoever, even the moft moderate; efpecially if it 
Ahould be reftored under the exprefs name of bifhops 
and archbifhops, never confidering how different the 
mature and model, and way of exercifing it, might be 
thought on under thefe names; and that the due re- 
gulating of the thing is much more to be regarded, 
than either the returning or altering the name; but 
though they didnot then confider any fuch thing, yet 
certainly it concerns them now to-confider i it, when itis 

Pp 2 
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. roptefented to them, that not only the words of. the 
oath itfelf do very genuinely confift with fuch a quali. 
fied and diftinétive fenfe; but that the very compofers 
and impofers of it, or a confiderable part of them, did 
fo underftand and intend it; and unlefsthey can make 
it appear, that the Epifcopacy now in queftion with us 
in Scotland, is either contrary to the word of God, or 
to that mitigated fenfe of their own oath, it would feem 
more fuitable to chriftian charity and nioderation, ra- 
ther to yield to it, as tolerable at leaft, than to continue 
fo inflexibly to their firft miftakes, and exceffive zeal 
for love of it, as to divide from the church, and break 
the bond of peace. 

It may likewife be granted, that fome learned men 
in England, who have refufed to take the covenant, did 
poffibly except againft that article of it, as fignifying 
the total renunciation and abolition of Epifcopacy, and 
feeing that was the real event and confequence of it, 
and they having many other {trong and weighty rea- 
fons for refufing it, it is no wonder that they were little 
‘curious to enquire what paft amongft the contrivers of 
it, and what diftin@ion or different fenfes, either the 
words of that article might admit, or nahele contrivers 
might intend by them. 

And the truth is, that, befides many other evils, the 
iniquity and unhappinefs of fuch oaths and covenants 
lie much in this, that being commonly framed. by per- 
_ fons that even amongft themfelves, are not fully of one 
mind, but have their different opinions and interefts to 
ferve (and it was fo even in this) they commonly patch- 
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ed up fo many feveral articles and claufes, and thofe 
too of fo verfatile and ambiguous terms, that they prove 
moft wretched {nares and thickets of briars and thorns 
_ to the confciences of thofe who are engaged in them, 

and matter of endlefs contentions and difputes amongft 
them, about the true fenfe and intendment, and the 
ties and obligations of thofe doubtful claufes, efpecially 
in fuch alterations and revolutions of affairs, as always 
may, and often do even within few years follow after - 
‘them, for the models and productions of fuch devices 
are not ufually long-lived. And whatfoever may be 
faid for their excufe in whole or in part,-who (in yield- 
ance to the power that prefled it, and the general opi- — 
nion of this church at that time) did take that covenant 
in the moft moderate and leaft fchifmatical fenfe that 
the terms can admit; yet I know not what can be faid - 
to clear them of a very-great fin, that not only framed 
_ fuch an engine, but violently impofed it upon all ranks 
of men; not minifters and other public perfons only, 
but the whole body and community of the people, 
thereby engaging fuch droves of poor ignorant perfons _ 
to they know not what, and (to {peak freely) to fucha_ 
hodge-podge of things of various concernments, reli- 
gious and civil, as church difcipline and government, 
the privileges of parliaments, and liberties of fubjetts, 
and condign punifhment of malignants, things. hard 
enough for the wifeft and learnedeft to draw the juft lines _ 
of, and to give plain definitions and decifions of them, 
and therefore certainly, as far off from the reach of 
poor country people’s underftanding, as from the true 
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intereft of their fouls, and yet to tie them by a religious 
~ oath, either to know all, or to contend for them blind. 
fold, without knowing of them. Where will there be ~ 
inftanced a-greater oppreffion and tyranny over con- 
{ciences than this? Certainly, they that now govern in 
this church cannot be charged with any thing near, or 
like unto it; for whatfoever they require of intrants to | 
the miniftry, they require neither fubfcriptions nor 
oaths of minifters already entered, and far lefs of the 
whole body of the people. And it were ingenuoufly 
done to take fome notice of any point of moderation, 
or whatfoever elfe is really commendable, even in thofe 
we account our greateft enemies, and not to take any 
party in the world, for the abfolute ftandard and un- 
failing rule of truth and righteoufnefs in all things. 
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Now firft tranflated from the Latin. — 





MEDITA TIONS 
- CRITICAL AND pRabTiear: 
fone vorteets 
—reteoreenn 


hie To the chief Mufician on a NebiatE, a es of 
David. 


Mex of the calamities a aoe men look 1 like 
miferies, which yet on thewhole appear to have 
conduced greatly to their happinefs; witnefs the many 
prayers which they poured out in thofe calamities ; the 
many feafonable and fhining deliverances which fuc- 
ceeded them, and the many hymas of praife they fung 
to God their deliverer: So that they feem to have beer — 
caft into the fire on purpofe that the odour of their 
graces might diffule itfelf all abroad. 3 
The feventy Greek interpreters feem to have read 
the word which we render to the chief Mufician, fome- 
thing different from the reading of our prefent Hebrew 


copy, i.e. Lemenetz, inftead of Lemenetzoth; andthere- 


fore they render it, #s 7#4@-, as the Latin does in finem, 
to the end. From whence the Greek.and Latin fathers 
imagined that all the pfalms which bear this infcription, 
refer to the Mefiiah, the great’ End and the accome. 


Qq 
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| plithment of all things; a fehtiment which was mee 
pious tham judicious, and led them often to wreft fe- 
veral paflages in the pfalms by. violent. and unnatural 
glofles: Yet I would not morofely reject alli interpreta. 
tions of that kind, feeing the Apoftles themfelves apply 
to Chrift:many. paflages out of the pfalms and_other 
books of the Old Teftament, which if we had not been 
afflured of it by their authority, we fhould hardly have 
imagined to have had any reference to him. Nor is it 
probable that they. enumerated:all the predi€tions of 
the Meffiah, which are to be found in. the. prophetic 
writings, but only a very {mall part of them, while they 
often affure> us that all the facred writers’ principally 
center in him ; and it is-certain the paflage out of this 
pfalm which Auftin, and fome others, fuppofe to refer 
~ to Chrift, may-be applied-to him: without any force 
upon the expreffion, O ye fons of men, bow long will ye 
turn my glory into foame * ?- And what follows they ex- 
_ plain with the fame reference, Know that the Lord has 
in a wonderful manner feparated his Holy One unto him- 
felf- Others however render the title in a. different 
manner (viétori) to the conquetor.. Moderns tranflate ‘ 
it precentori, or prafecto mujfice, tothe chief mufician, 
or him who prefided over the band of muficians, which 
after all feems the moft natural interpretation. The 
word Neginoth, which is fometimes rendered ftringed 
inftruments, did no doubt fignify inftruments of mufic 
which were {truck to give their found, as Nehifoth, in 
the title of pfalm v. feems, though not without fome 
-* They read it gravi corde, as expreflive of the ftupidity of 
heart which the rejecting of Chrift and his gofpel manifefts. 
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little irregularity in the. Etymology; to fignify inftru- 
ments of wind mufic. ‘The pfalm: was written by Da- 
vid, asa fummary of the prayer he had poured out be- 
fore God, when fome exceeding great affli@tion feemed 
to befiege him on every fide, whether it were the per- 
_ fecution of Saul, or the confpirary of Abfalom his fon. 


Fa 7 mB 


Ver. 1. Hear me when I call, O God of my righteouf: 
“nels, thou haft enlarged me when I was ‘in: is pes 
—_ via — mes and hear my ones aa 


HEAR me. | Behold the (cnubeiey to which ¢ this 
_ good man betook himfelf, in all the afflitions of-his 
lifeé'a fan@tuary, which therefore he fets off, by aceu- 
mulating’a variety of expreflive titles allto the fame 
purpole,”'Pfal. xviii 1. My rock, my: fortrefss, my 
frrength, my deliverer, my buckler; &c. Heds indeed a 
Place of refuge to his children’; and therefore, as Solo- 
mion ‘éxpreflés it, Prov. xiv, 26. Inthe fear of the Lord 
‘is a ftrong ‘confidence. ‘There feems fomething of an 

_  finigma in’ that’ expreffion, confidence in fear, yet the 
thing itfelf'is moft‘true.. And again, Prov. xviii. 10. 
The hame of thé Lord is a ftrong tower, the righteous 
runneth into it, and is fafe. And they who know not 
this refuge are miferable; and when any danger arifes, 
they run hither and thither, as Antoninus beautifully 
exprefles it, pudey talouerwy diadpomais, <6 They fly and flut- 
ter they know not whither.”” The life of man upon 
_ earth is a warfare; and it is much better, in the midft 
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of enemies and-dangers, to be acquainted with one for- 
trefs than with -many Inns.. He that knows how to 
pray maybe’ prefléd, but cannot be overwhelmed *.. » 
_. Hear me O Lord, hear my prayer.]| He did not think 
it-enough to have faid this once, but he redoubled it. 
He who prays indeed is ferioufly’ engaged in the mat- 
ter, and not only ferioufly but vehemently too, and 
urges the addrefs, becaufe he himfelf is urged by his 
neceflities and difficulties, and the ardent motion of his 
own defire and affeCtion, and let it be obferved, that 
thefe are the only prayers that mount on high, and of- 
fer a kind of grateful violence to heaven. Nor does the 
divine goodnefs grant any thing with greater readinefs 
and delight, than the bleffings which feem, if I may be 


- allowed the expreffion, to be forced out and extorted 


by the moft fervent prayer. So that Tertullian ufed to 
| fay, ‘¢ That, when we pray. eagerly, we do as it were 
combine in a refolute band, and lay fiege to God him- 
felf t.”? Thefe are the perpetual facrifices in the tem- 
ple of God (4vzia: rye!) rational victims, prayers and 
intermingled vows, flowing from an upright and pure 
heart: But he who prefents his petitions coldly, feems 
to befpeak a denial: For is it to be wondered at, that 
we do not prevail on God to hear our prayers, when 
we hardly hear them ourfelves while we offer them? 
How can we fuppofe that fuch devotions fhould pene- 
trate heaven, or afcend up to it? How fhould they af- 
-.cend when they do not fo much as go forth from our 


* Premi poteft, non poteft opprimi. 
+ precantes veluti ftip ato agmine Deum obfidere. 
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‘own. bofoms, but like wretched abortives; diein the-very 
‘birth? But why do I fay that they do not go out from 
the inward receffes of our bofoms? alas! they are only 
- formed on. the ‘furface of our lips, : and they expire 
there, quite different from what Homer afcribes to. his 
wife and eloquent Ulyffes, when he fays, 0! pe ae 
: “Oma te weyarlw ex snve@e Vets sees Fey g. 
Earth ae his breaft he visi a mighty er ery 
whoa fii of: my siseonscsi 1: s¢ ‘Oh God ats art 
righteous thyfelf; and art the patron of. my. righteouf- 
nefs, of my righteous caufe, and of my righteous life yee 
for it is neceflary that both fhould concur, if we defire 
to,addrefs’ our prayers to God with any confidence: — 
Not:that depending upon this righteoufnefs, we. fhould 
feek the divine aid and favour, asa matter of juft- debt; : 
for then as the Apoltle argues, it were no more of grace, 
Rom. xi. 6. Our Prophet.is certainly very far from 
boafting of his merits; for here he fo. mentions his 
righteoutnels, as at the fame time to caft himfelf upon 
the divine mercy, Have mercy upon me, exercife thy 
propitious clemency towards me; and this is indeed 
the genuine temper of one who truly prays with fince- 
rity and humility ; for polluted hands are an abomina- 
tion to the Lord, and he hates the heart that is puffed 
up ; be bebolds the proud afar off, as the celebrated para- 
ble of the Pharifee and. Publican, Luke xviii. is (you 
know) intended to teach us. Thou art not a God that 
_ haft pleafure in wickednefs. If I regard iniquity in my 
heart, the Lord will not hear me. But the righteous 
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Lord loveths righteoufnefi, and~his countenance beholds 
the upright. ° Whereas the words: of the wicked, when’ 
he prays; are but as a’ fan, or'as bellows, to’ blow up — 
the divine difpleafure into’ a flame: For how can he 
_ appeafe'God, who:does not ‘at’all pleafe ‘him? or how 

can he: pleafe, whois indeed himfelf: difpleafed with 

God, and who ‘utterly : difregards his” — a — 
that holinefs which is fo dear to him? 3 

Thou haft enlarged me when I was in di dipirepi } ss | 
have often’ experienced both ‘the riches of thy bounty, 
and the power of thy hand; and'I derive’ confidence 
from thence, becaufé thou art immutable, ‘and cant 
never be wearied, by refeuing thy fervants from the 
dangers that furround them.” The examples we have 
heard of divine aid granted:to’ others in their diftrefs 
_ fhould animateus, as David recollected, Pfal.xxii-4. . 
Our fathers trufted in thee, they trufted in thee, and thou 
didft deliver them ; but our own’ perfonal experiences 
are later and nearer, and he who treafures them up in 
his memory, not only thereby expreffes his gratitudé to 
God; but wifely confults- his ‘own intereft ; for he en- 
joys all thofe benefits of the divine favour twice, ‘or ra- 
ther as often as he needs, and'pleafes to renew the en- 
joyment of them: And he not only fupports his faith 
in new dangers, by furveying God’s former interpofi- 
tions, but’ by laying them open before God in humble 
prayer, he more earneftly implores, and more effe@tu- 
ally obtains new ones. By a fecret kind of Magnetifm, 
he draws one benefit by another; he calls out, and as 
it were allures the divine favour by itfelf. 
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Thou bafi enlarged me. The: redeemed. - the Lord 
may efpecially fay fo, in ii idibae »toi that grand and 


principal deliverance, by which they arefnatched from 


the borders of hell,:from the jaws of eternal: death. 
. The remembrance of fo: great falvation'may well excite 
fongs of perpetual praife tobe afcribed Deo-liberatori, 
to God the deliverer ; and by thisdeliverance, fo much 
more illuftrious than any of the ‘reft, they smay be en- | 
couraged, in the confidence of faith; to urgesand hope 
for the aids of his faving arm in every othersexigence. 
_ » One thing more may be obferved here,but it is fo 
very. obvious, that I fhall.only juft. mention» it, as what 
needs not to be;much inculcated, That he who has not 
been, accuftomed to ‘prayer: when. the pleafant gales of 
profperity. have been breathing upon him, will have . 
little fkill and confidence in applying himfelf to it, when 
the ftorms..of adverfity arife ; as Xenophon well at 
Serva in gee | sath of. or Ferd madi ao | 
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Ver. 2: -O ye fons of men! How long will ye turn my 
glory into foame? How long will me i wainies and 
ree etm ci ing 2. Steph fees “s 

2 JUSTLY 1 may we s admire the force: ae the {peed 

with, which prayer flies up to heaven, and brings done 

anfwers, from thence, ¢uxérG-, dua tpyo, no fooner faid 
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than done. If not.as'to the. accomplifhment of the thing — 
itfelf, which perhaps- may be more opportune in fome 
future hour, yet at leaft in clear firm. hope, and {trong — 
confidence, fent from above into a praying foul. Pray- 
er foars above the violence and impiety of men, and 
with a fwift wing commits itfelf to heaven, with happy 
omen, if I may allude to what the learned tell us of the 
augury of the ancients, which I fhall not minutely dif- — 
cufs. Fervent prayers ftretch forth a ftrong wide ex- 
tended wing,and while the birds of night hoverbeneath, 
they mount aloft, and point out as it were the proper 
feats to which we fhould afpire. Forcertainly there is ° 
nothing that cuts the air fo fwiftly, nothing that takes 
fo fublime, fo happy, and fo aufpicious a flight as prayer, 
which bears the foul upon its pinions, and leaves far 
behind all the dangers, and even the delights of this | 
low world of ours. Behold this holy man, that jut 
before was crying to Godin the midft of diftrefs, and . 
with urgent importunity intreating that he might be 
heard, now as if he were already poffeffed of all he had 
afked, taking upon him boldly to rebuke his enemies, 
how highly foever they were exalted, and how potent 
foever they might be even in the royal palace! 

O ye fons of men.| The Hebrew phrafe here ufed, 
bene Ifch, properly {peaking, fignifies noble men and 
_ great men, as perfons of Plebetan rank are called bene 
‘Adam *. ‘ Whoever you are, and however illuftyi. 
ous by birth, or inflated with pride, or perhapsformid- 


* Accordingly the Latin renders it not flti hominum, but filii 
ey 


vivorum. 
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able on both accounts, your greatnefs is falfe, and when 
itis moft blown. up, is moft ‘like to burft ; that is a 
found’and ftable degree of honour to which God has 
deftined his fervants, whom you infult and'deride. The 
_ height of your honour and vanifhing glory, from the 
exaltation of which you look down upon-me, will, if 
you defire I fhould courageoufly fpeak- the truth, only 
render your future fall more grievous and fatal, which 
he, whofe deftruction you feek with fuch infatiable 
rage, fees indeed, but does not wifh, nay, he rather 
wifhes that this mifery may be averted from you, and . 
that by a return to the exercife of your right mind, it © 
may be totally prevented ; and therefore he gives you 
this admonition, left while you are deriding him, unex- 
. pected deftruction fhould come upon you, and your 
laughter fhould prove of the Sardonic kind, which no- 
thing can quiet till it end in death. You have indeed 
great ftrength and deep counfel, but thefe things are 
only the blandifhments of your ruin, and the fplendid 
prelude of that mifery which is hovering over you. 
You have fpent time enough, and alas! how much 
more than enough in giving chace to fuch vanities; at 
laft regard the man who in the moft disinterefted mane 
ner admonifhes you of the moft important truths.’? 
How long will ye turn my glory into Joame.} The 
Septuagint appear to haveread thefe words fomething. 
different from our copies, but the fenfe is neverthelefs 
much the fame *; and though the Pfalmift, in the af- - 


* They render it, “how-long are ye flow of heart,’? fus oére 


Gapuxapdio:, and the Latins ufquequo gravi corde, inftead of Kebudi 
Tehelesseh Ga read Kebudi leklesst ; 
Rg 
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fair. sohich Hs fad 3 in view, fpeaks only of afew, ‘die. 
-words themfelves have fuch an expreflive dignity, and 
are in truth fo unhappily extenfive, that without doing 
any the leaft violence to them, they may be confidered 
as an admonition to all mankind, O ye fons of men, how 
long will ye love vanity and lies? For indeed, what are 
all thefe things which we foolifh mortals purfue, what 
fuch contention and ardour of fpirit, but as an ancient 
exprefies it, “* Trifles that are but like the fhadow of 
fmoke * 2” But we are to fpeak of this hereafter; in 
the mean time let us attend to the words before us, — 
How long will ye turn my glory into fhame? Vhe things 
which are the brighteft ornaments of human nature, 
and which alone conftitute its very glory, are holinefs, . 
piety and faith; and thefe are treated as if they were 
the moft defpicable and ignominious things in the whole 
world. Among Chriftians, or thofe who are called by 
the name, it is the greateft of all feandals to be a Chrif- 
tian indeed ; we have long fince loft the true names 
of things; candid fimplicity of manners is defpifed as 
rufticity ; lively religion is called the delirious dream of 
fuperftitious notions ; and gentlenefs, dullnefs and ftu- 
pidity : While pride has ufurped the name of magna- 
nimity, and craft that of wifdom. ‘Thus we turn true glo- 
_ryinto fhame, and fhame into glory ; and becaufe few are 
able to difcern what tends to their eternal happinefs, 
they fquander away the whole day of this fhort life in 
_purfuing and catching at the falfe and fiGtitious forms 
of it; yea, they feek a lie, lying vanity. And they 


* Drrdoves dmavrea 1 nome oa, 
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who heap up riches, feem'to be wife both to themfelves 
and others; but.Oh! how far from it, and with how 
bafe a lie do they impofe upon themfelves! for thefe 
riches are {pent upon gratifying their palate, and mi- 
niftermg in other refpects to their luxury. Into how 
foul a gulf do they throw what they have laboured fo 
eagerly to gain! Orif they hoard up their wealth, how 
foon do they pafs over the property to their heirs? 
Men hunt after fame and vain-glory ; and when they 
feem to have caught it, feed upon air, and become the 


flaves of all, even the meaneft, for a thing of nought. ; 
And as for pleafure, who is fo fenfelefs as not to know 


how deceitful a lie it proves at laft? It drives men into 
a weak frenzy, to run after the moft trifling objects of 
purfuit, which fly from them like bees, who, if they are 
taken, yield but a drop of honey, and repay the fpoil 
of it with a painful fting ; a fting which alas reaches 
the very heart. Religion isa high fublime thing, royal, 
unconquerable, unwearied ; but pleafureis low, fervile, 
weak and withering. Religion is neither attended with 
fickly difguft in the enjoyment, nor bitter repentance 
in the reflexion; but what the world calls pleafure is 
attended with both. ‘ Hear my young friends, hear 
the divine voice of celeftial wifdom calling you with 
fervent affection and a loud cry from the tra@lefs ways 


2. 


of error and precipices of mifery. How Jong, does fhe 


~ fay, how long will ye love vanity, and feek after leafing ? 


He that feeks me fhall not be wearied in running hither 


and thither, but fhall find me, fitting at his door and 
waiting admittance; and he who finds me need feck 
, es 7 


- 
a 


O92. i“ MEDITATIONS. < : anee. 
nothing elfe, unlefs he be one whom a life of real hap- 
pinefs cannot fatisfy.” Oh! that the indefatigable la- 
' bour and ihduftry with which men purfue flattering and 
uncertain enjoyments, may ftir up your minds to exert 
at leaft an equal diligence in this fublime and moft 
bleffed purfuie; for if, as St. Chryfoftom fpeaks, it 
may feem indecent for me to prefs you farther to fuch 
an attachment to thefe objects as they require, it will be 
a lovely thing to give it without farther. ieccciaraim 
_-@ But to proceed, a 
= How long will you love ini and feek after Ita 
fing. | Can any one deny that this is the charaéter of 
~almoft every thing that is to be found in human life? 
Should a man proclaim this in every company with a 
loud voice, he would foon pafs for a lunatic ; but cer- 
tainly he might reproach them with the general mad- 
‘nefs which reigns among mankind, not only among the 
~ vulgar that he meets with in the ftreets, but the philo- 
fophers difputing in the fchool, the counfellors plead- 
ing in our courts of judicature, yea the fenators and 
nobles that fit in the moft auguft aflembly. And Oh! 
how happy are they, of whatever order, whom the — 
hand of God draws out of the crowd, and turns their 
minds from thefe various, lying and tranfitory vanities, 
to the purfuit of true and lafting good. Happy they 
whom he by a wonderful interpofition of grace in their 
favour, fets apart as dear to himfelf. Which leads to 
the 3d verfe. 
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Ver. 3. But know that the Lord hath fet apart bim that 
/ as godly for hime > the Lord will hear me mee I an 
unto hits 


THE Pedra had this: great fupport both s jis 
faith and of his kingdom, the immutable and unfhaken 
_ decree of the fupreme and univerfal King, and it is the 
firm eftablifhment of David’s infinitely greater fon, in 
his throne and kingdom, I will declare the decree, Pial. 
ii. 7. In this verfe, and there, we may moft properly — 
underftand it of both, more immediately of David as 
the type, but chiefly and in its confummate fenfe, as 
referring to Chrift the Lord, and having its full end 
and accomplifhment in his endlefs and eternal kingdom. — 
He is by way of eminence God’s holy one, holy, and 
harmlefs, undefiled, feparate from _finners, Heb. vii. 26. 
And whoever they are who endeavour to oppofe them- - 
felves to the divine purpofes, betray the moft defperate 
_ madnefs, and on whatever {trength or counfel they de- 
pend in the enterprize, like waves dafhed againft the 
folid rock, they fhall-be broken in pieces, by what they 
vainly attempt to break. And on this bafis does the 
whole fafety of the whole church reft, and that of all 


tg 


-God’s faints, of all thofe whom he fets apart for him- — oe 


felf, and as the form of the original here has been 
thought to imply, wonderfully feparates as his peculiar 
people and treafure, the facred charge of Chrift the 
great fhepherd and bifhop of fouls, which all the pow- 
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ers. of earth and gates of heil fhall in vain attempt to 
wreft from him. And this is the confidence on which 
believers fhould repofe themfelves. . They never truft 
to themfelves on their own ftrength or virtues, but 
they often. redouble that cry, Thou Lord art my rock 
and my fortrefs, and my deliverer. And bleffed O Lord 
is the man who trufteth in thee, Plal. xvii. 2. xxxiv. 8. 
who muft previoufly and neceffarily defpair firft of 
himfelf, as confidered in himfelf alone, as the great 
Apottle fays, When Iam weak, then am I ftrongeft of all, 
2 Cor. xii. 10. According to that lively and juft ex- 
preflion, A Faith which is endangered in fecurity, is fe- 
~ cure in danger *.” 

The Pfalmitt adds, the Lord will hear me when I 
call. | From the divine decree and favour, he promifes 
not to himfelf an entire freedom from all and every 
attempt of his enemies, but affures himfelf that God 
will be prefent in the midft of his calamities, prefent _ 
and propitious, not to the indolent and drowfy foul, 
but to that which folicits his affiftance by prayer, and 
this is the determination of every godly man, whom 
the Lord has fet apart for himfelf, that he will call 
upon God without ceafing ; and, that if any unufual 
difficulty arife, he- will call upon him. more fervently. 
Thence it appears, how entirely all our fafety depends 
upon prayer: Yet all our prayers, and thofe of the 
whole church, are fuftained by thofe prayers of our 
great King and Prieft, as Auguftin fays in reference to. 
that known ftory in the Evangelifts, becaufe the waves 


* Fides qua in fecuritate periclitatur, in periculis fecura eft. 
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rife, the foip may be toffed, but beta Chri “ee ne it 
-eannot be funk *. 


— Wer. 4. Stand in awe and fin not, commune with your 
own heart on your bed, and be fill. Selah. 


OH moft friendly counfel ! which is here offered 
to enemies, this is indeed overcoming hatred and injury 
with the very beft of favours; by far the moft noble 
kind of vittory. A fublime and heavenly mind, like 
the upper region of the world is not only itfelf always 
calm and ferene, as being inacceffible to every breath 
of injury and turbulent impreffion, but it alfo continu- 
ally fheds down its benign influences without diftinc- 
tion on all below it, on the evil and the good, the juft 
and the unjuft. Stand in awe, the Hebrew and Greek, 
. be ye moved ; andas this emotion may arife, either from 
anger, fear, or any other affection of the mind, the 
Septuagint render it, be angry and fin not, a maxim 
which Paul finding to his purpofe, inferts in his epiftle 
to the Ephefians, Eph. iv. 26. Neverthelefs the au- 
thor of this pfalm here feems more apparently to de- 
mand their fear rather than their anger, and accord- 
ingly the Targum explain it, fear bim, 1. e. God and fin 
not. Kimchi, fear the Lord who has chofen me king. 
And Abenezra, fear God and de/pife not my glory, for 
that great King will require the derifion at the hand of 
the deriders. 


* Quia infurgunt fluGus, poteft turbari navicula, fed quia Chrift- 
us orat, non poteft mergi. 
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The paffions are the inmoft wheels of this machine, 
which we call man, whofe motions all the reft of life 
follows, and-all the errors of this carreer of ours: pro-| 
ceed from their irregularity. Of fo great importance’ 
is it, that every one rightly determine what he thould 
defire, and hope,.and -fear. ~ And from ‘the ‘time that 
man loft the ingenuity of his difpofition, and became’ 
like a wild afs-colt, the ufe of fear is become very great. 
It is true that they who are born again, and who really » 
are the fons of God, are efpecially led by the {weet and 
noble energy of this divine principle, and therefore itis 
the faying ofthe beloved Apoftle, that perfect loveor 
charity casteth out fear, 1 Johniv..18. | But as thege- 
gerality of mankind are either entirely deftitute of this. 
divine love, or poffefsit only in.a very low and imper- - 
fect degree, fo it is certain, that with regard to him, 
‘whofe heart is moft. entirely fired with. this.celeftial 
flame, we may underftand the words as fignifying, that 
in fuch an one this great and fervent'love. does indeed. 
caft out all defpairings, and diffident fears, but not that.’ 
of a pious and reverential awe. Alas! moft of us un 
der pretence of avoiding ‘a fervile terror,: perverfely , 
fhake-off the-bonds of holy and ingenuous fear, and bee. 
“come obftinate and felf-willed; whereas when we look | 
inte the word of God, we fhall find the’ holieft, men .. 
- there tremble in the divine prefence, and fometimes 
acknowledge even great horror of mind, Pfal. cxix. 
120. My fiche trembleth for fear of thee, and I am a- 
fraid of thy judgments. Job xxxi. 23. Destruction from 
God was a terror to me, and becaufe of his excellency I 


VER. 4.. eR PSALM IV. (837 
could not endure. In this fenfe, as David declares, Pfal. 
xix. 9. the fear of the Lord is clean and endureth for 
- ever, endures in the moft happy agreement with per- 
feét love. Nor is it only to remain in fpirits that inha- 
bit fleth, but in all the angelic choirs, pure and happy 
as they are. Nay the profound reverence of that eter- 
nal and tremendous Majefty flourifhes and reigns moft 
of all there, for in proportion to the degree in which 
the knowledge is clearer, and vifion more diftinG, is 3 
the veneration and the fear more deep and humble, 
How reafonable then mutt it be, that mortal men, be-. 
fet with fore temptations and dangers, fhould, as He- 
zekiah expreffeth it, walk /o Softly and tremble before that 
infinite Majelty, at whofe voice the earth is fhaken, and 
at whofe rebuke the pillars of heaven are moved. With 
great propriety did one of the ancients fay “ Fear is 
the firft fwadling band of new born wifdom *,” or as 
the fcripture exprefles it, the fear of the Lord is the be- 
ginning of wifdom. It is obferved that the original word: . 
there made ufe of, fignifies both the beginning and the 
top, and in both fenfes it is moft true: The author juft 
mentioned admirably fays, “‘ Do they call fuch a one 
unlearned? It is the only wifdom I know to fear God, 
it is the beginning of wifdom and end of all difcourfe, 
as Solomon defcribes it, it is indeed the ** 7%, the whole 
‘matter, the whole concern of man, and it is all in alls. 
fear God +.” And elfewhere he adds, ‘ This fear is 


* *O COBO. mparov rns copius omapyavy. Greg. Naz. 
“+ Amraidevroy byvonaorea 3 lav coPiavoldx, To PoBavdas Deby. apyn TE 
-gyup copias, *PoBos xvpie. x, TEA@ Aaya, To way dnee, On Doroprwy, Tov 
Qeov Oo8% Greg. Naz. Or. 28. 
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moft:falutary to;men, but, at, the fame time moft rare, 
{uperlatively fo * *.”. And.oncemore,..‘* Itis,:(fays, he) 
the greateft of all nine things to fear. God, and the 
ungodly i in. falling from it fall mot. be permitted long 
to.continue the abufe of his own folly t.”.. Well there-" © 
fore is it here added, jin not. This fear is the water, of 
the fandtuary, | to quench all the flames of concupifcence, 
this (fays Bernard) is the arrow that strikes through all 
the defires of the flefo., Hence. arofe Abraham’s fear 
and apprehenfion among ftrangers, Surely, fays, he, the 
fear of God is not in this place, Gen. xx. 11... 

_ But in order to produce this fear, it is neceflary that 
wer fhould have right conceptions of God, that, nothing : 
impure can pleafe him, -becaufe he is holinefs itfelf, that | ; 
nothing fecret can be. concealed; from, him, becaufe he 
is light, nor can any finner furely be mad enough to 
hope he: {hall efcape the long hand of this. righteous : 
Judge and fupreme King, whofe power is immenfe, and 
who, cannot bea refpecter: of perfons. .. What evil then 
can. efcape, with impunity ?- Thow, O. Lord; thou only ¢ art. 

_ to be feared,.and who can stand be ae: Heee, when, once 
thou art.angry 2, Pfal. lxxyi. 7... bed 
— Commune with your own dacs a Or as ian aaa | 
‘it, examine yourfelves. Oh! how few do this! Men 
live abroad and are indeed ftrangers at home,, the 
great mark of human madnefs, to delight in {peaking 
and hearing of what concerns others; while no fingle 
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perfor’ Will attempt to défcend shee hienfele *, Yet this 
faculty ‘which we call réflexion) is the peciiliat privilege 
of human nature and to bé Borne on wholly by’ exter- 
nal’ objedts, is’ indeed brutal. And Oh! what heaps 
of diforder, what odious filthinefs muft there neceffarily 
Be in a breaft which is never looked into, and ‘cleanfed 
Gut? “Dear yoiths) if atnidft all your’ other ftudies, 
you donot learn to converfe atid coninitine with'your 
‘Own felves, whatever you know, or ‘father; whatever 
‘you iinigine you know, Fwould not purchate: it at: ise 
a of a ftraw. ; " Me 
‘On your Bed.| Or as fome would render it, in your 
fecret chambers, when fee from the noifé of ihe world, 
and ‘hurries of their daily bufinefs. An: aneient bids. 
“6 The refleGtions of the’ night are deepeft $Y auAndsit 
has been obferved, that David in thé xix. Pfalm, af- 
cribes. {peech to’ the day,’ and wifdom' to’ the filent 
“night.” ‘Tt'is an’ excélletit’ advice’ of Pythagoras, and 
‘the verfes that contain it, do indeed deferve to be called | 
‘golden, * That we fhould not allow ourfelves to go to 
fleep, till we have ferioufly revolved the aétions of the 
day, and afked ourfelves,; What have [) done amifs? 
“What good ‘have'f done, of ‘negleGted*to do? that fo. 
‘we may reprove ourfélves for what has’ been wrong, 
‘and take the comfort of what has been as it ought .” 
ai Ut nemo in fefe tentat defcendere, nemo. - 
+ Baburipas yap wxr@- Ppevese 
4 The original, with Mr. Rowe’ 8 tranfation and paraphrafe, Is 
as follows. pep 
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5) And bi be fill. J]. ‘This refers not.fo much to thetongue 
¥ gates the mind, for what does. an external. filence figni- 
adie: if the; inward affections, be turbulent? | A fedate 
and.compofed mind is neceflary i in order. teokinei our- 
felves, 2 and. know God. ..As it is hinted in. ‘Pfalm. xlvi. 
be, still, and know that Lam God. Such wifdom both 
deferves and demands.a. vacant foul, it will not, as: ait 
were, thruft itfelf into a. corner; nor inhabit a polluted 
or unquiet breaft. God was not in the whirlwind, nor’ 
the fire, but in the fmall still voice, 1 Kings xix. 12. 

The holy Spirit is. peaceful. and. pacific, but wicked 

‘Tips Toy nicspivany Epyuy Tpis Exasov EwEAdeiys 
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heind pay ‘hempnéas, eriTAnooEO Cp nso be, vipte. 

hits a ° Let not the ftealing god of fleep furprize, 

»> Noricreep in flumbers’ on thy weary eyes, | ~ ol as 
soo. »E’er every aétion“of the former day 

se , Suidlly, thou doft and righteoutly furvey.;. 

“With reverence at thy own tribunal fland, | 

And 2 anfwer juttly to thy own demand, = 
“Where have I been ? “In what have I ioaterelrd ag Se 

(What good or ill has this day’s’ life exprefe?d? a Ae 
<i sg) ‘Where have I fail’d in what I ought todo?) 
In what to God, to man, or to myfelf I owe ? 
_ Enquire fevere, whate’er from. firft to laft,, 
From morning’ s dawn till ev’ ning’s aioe has atl, 
Par evil were thy deeds, repenting mourn, - 
And let thy foul with ftrong remorfe be torn. | 
“If good, the good with peace of mind repay, 
And to:thy fecret felf with pleafure fay 
Rejoice, my heart, for all went well to-day.) 
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omen ‘aré eidslens and: ftormy, divest like the fea, 
whofe ‘waves are tofled about, and throw up continually 
mire and dirt. Impurity’ ‘is the ‘infeparable attendant 
of this inquietude, but the wifdom that is from above, i is 
first pure, then peaceable, spr, tnera upiindis pa ific, Ja. ili. 
~ 17. and in‘that ‘bleffed country to which it teaches us 
to-afpire, there is the moft perfe& and batsiorion. 3 Os 
bhai! of wisn and: meeen if pi x arn 


E wea 6.3 Offer: the im viel of ri since ha put 
ie trust in vie Lord. 


THE mind of man is Sbehiy, . fay, a1. viv » poror & det 
as mortals now are, entangled in the folds of fleth and | 
fenfe; it knows. not how, to rife. to things celeftial and 
divine: And -when-it is ftimulated with: fome fenfe of 

~ the eternal deity, and the worship: due to him, i it gene- 
rally flides into fome lighter offices and external rites, 
how carelefly foever performed, and there. it refts, 
But God is a Spirit, and requires to be worfhipped in 
Spirit and in truth ; ‘| and the folemn vifible facrifices, 
when inftituted by the command of Him the’ great In- 
vifible, are to be prefented by every pious pérfon with — 
all humble and obedient regard: Yet the chief labour 
is to be employed on the pure, fublime ‘worthip and 
obedience of the mind. The heathen Philofophers 
objected to the primitive Chriftians, that they did not 
facrifice ; to which fome of the early Apologifts reply 

_ thus, “ The Former and Parent of the whole univerfe 
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pda! ‘feed Of incenfe and of blodd: | "The Fee 
crifice we'can’ préfent to him, is to know who’ has 
stretched oud tee heavens, who has laid the ‘fourkdations 
of the earth, who has gathered together the waters into 
the hollow of the’ fea, and divided’ the light from the. 
" darknéfs, fotthed the whole animal world and the hu. 
wian fpeties, ahd’ who governs them all by his nod, and 
that acknowledging him fuch'an immenfe and omni. 
potent Being; we fhould lift up pure and holy hands 
to’ him*.”””” And the truth of this fentiment has gene- 
fally prevailed throughout ‘all ages, and even in thé 
Jewith church, while the obligation to facrifice did yet 
continue, with all the laborious inftitution of external 
_ worfhip: Holinefs and righteoufnefs, ‘and integrity of 
heart and life, was acknowledved to be the’ moft effen® 
tial’part of religion, though, ‘alas! while all conféffed. 
it'in words, there were very few that fet themfelves fe. 
rioufly to'perform it. Herice arofe the neeeffity of in- 
ene this'leffon fo’ frequently, Pfal. 1. Its i. xxix. 
8éc. ‘and! what is there taught at large, is here'hinted in 
this‘{hort claufe. Since the temple has been demolifh- 
ed} and ‘the'priefts with thei facrifices have ceafed, the. 
Jews’ themfelvés have inftituted in the place of this the’ 
offering of the lip, with the commienioration only of 
ancient {acrifice, perfuaded that’ this would be equally 
effe€tual, and Have appointed three daily leflons, calling 
_ him, who diligently recites'them, a fon of eternal life. 
Offer the fatrifices of righteoufnefs.] | Itis no impro- 
bable conjecture of fome commentators; that David 


* Athenagoras. 
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here refers sto the confidence and boaft of fome.of Saul’s 
- courtigrs in, thofe facrifices,. and. that, folemn, werlhip 
from which their envy had perhaps banifhed him,,..It 

is s certainly much eafier to facrifice a ram, or a bullock, — 
than to flay. vanger or, ambition, eafier indeed to heap | 
up whole hecatombs. of animals, than to. refign one 
brutal affection or concupifcence, yea, eafier to. prefent 
all our goods | than ourfelves as living facrifices, | though 
that i is undoubtedly our reafonable fervice, .;.The Mo- 
faic facrifices, though inftituted by..God,; borrowed all 
their. value from that evening yictim which was. to be 
flain in the end of the world, who was himfelf the fae 
crifice and the altar, and the one only High Priest after 
the order. of Melchizedeck ; who yet inftituted a. perpe- 
tual, fucceffion, of thofe who fhould be @ royal priests 
hood, the whole feries of which priefts im their fucceed- 
ing generations are daily offering to God the Father of 
Spirits, the pure and {piritual facrifice of righteoufnels, 
moft acceptable, to him, as pafling through. the. hand 
of that. great High Prieft, who inceflantly minifters in 
that high and holy fan@uary ; 3 as Bernard excellently. 
{peaks *, “6 Nothing, Lord, that is thine « can fuffice me 
without thy fel nor can any thing that is mine without 
myfelf be pleafing to thee.”” And Auguftin t, ‘ Let 
thy fire entirely. confume me, fo that nothing of me 
may, . remain to myfelf.” And this one Holocautt . 
comprehends all the facrifices of righteoufnefs; the © 
underftanding, the love, all. the affections and faculties 


» Nec mihi tua/fufficiunt fitte te, nec tibi placént mea’ fine me. 
{ Totum me confumat ignis tuus, nihil mei remaneat mihi. 
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of the fouly-and ‘organs of our:boiies:}»alhour ‘words; 
actions and thoughts, prayers: and vows, :hynins»and, % 
thank{givings; piety, modefty, charity, and ‘the whole’ *, 
choir'of virtues, exercifed'in a diligent and harmonious > 
obfervation of all his precepts.» Thefe are viGtims and’ > 
perfumes/of incenfe worthy fo pure a Deity, who eats 
not the flefo. of bulls, nor drinks the blood ‘of goats 3 who * 
if he were hungry would not afk us, fince all the beastsof° 
the forest are‘his, and the cattle upon a thowfand Bills. © 
Offer'unto God thank/givings, and pay thy vows unto'the 
most highs For he‘that offereth praife glorifies himy and 
ro him thatorders bis converfation ape se be Listed °8 
the falvation of Godse geese, wae 
Even the heathen’ Philofophers: and “Poets faw and % 
taught, that thefe facrifices of’a pious mind wére mot’ ’ 
fit fora rational worfhipper, and’ muft be moft fit for © 
God, to whom they are addrefled. «« Brrange"inaeed as 
would it be, fays Socrates, if the gods fhould’look:to” 
the gift ‘and facrifice, and not'to the foul.” And pts 
fages of Horace * and Pérfius to this” ‘ptirpofe® are foo | 
well known, ‘that they need ‘not be repeated. The fan-"" 
guage of the fori of Sirach is alfo agreeable to’ it; Eccl 
EXXV. 1.3.) “Be that ee ibe We pins th pi 
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+ Compofitum jus fafque animi, fanétofque receffus 
Mentis, et incotum generofo peétus honefto. 
Hac cedo ut admoveam templis, et farre litabo. 
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enoighs:he:that taketh heed:to the commandment offereth ye 


@ peace offering. Le that. requiteth a good turn ofereth~ 


Sine flour, and be that. gives alms facrificeth 
depart fr ram, wickedness is: a thing pleafing ta:the: Lord, ~ 





 praifes. To’ 


and to forfake unrighteoufne/s is a propitiations. oer o> 
» And -put your trust inthe Lord.) “This: Sinead: re, 


~ with,,.which. the mind ‘repoles. itfelf upon God, is both 


the. great, confolation of a, good.man, and-the-great: fa= 


+e 
ee 


crifice, of piety and righteoufnels. ‘The faith: of Abra-~*« 


~ 


hhamiwas.a facrifice much dearer to, God, not-only than: aa 
the,am_ which he atually offered, but even than. his. - 


eset whom. he. had brought to. theialtar..; we : 


glony-to God. a1 id waredd they: oh cars God: 
the facrifice:of righteoufnefs; can. rely. upon him with. - 


a true and folid.confidence. .Not that,thefe-facrifices,: 


though the.choiceft and beft of all, can pretend.to,any..- 


merit, but becaufe they are:the moft genuine figns.and. .. 
‘moft certain feals of a foul in. covenant. with. God.: So . 


that. there i is indeed a mutual ;figning; God, offering. i 
the deareft, pledges of his fayour.to us, and;we.in.like 


manner, as is moft fit, rendering all that, weyhave; and... 


all that. we are, to him, with the moft humble and grate-. 
ful heart ; ; and certainly this union and perpetual une 
divided friendfhip, is the true #/e of the holy. foul, 
that temperature which alone can give it folid.tranquil- 
lity and felicity, as it follows. prefently ail in this 
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et tiers I 34 ie wit . ad Bios weber nce gn uss 
“40.29 PEE Pfalinift now retuns to hitnfelfya ne bhis own 
affairs, and having fufficiently admonifhed his enemies 
concerning the true and only good, enforces his’ ex- 
hortation by his example, that ifithey thought fit, they 
might followit; for this is the moft efficacious manner 
of teaching. But if they would not, that he might at 
leaft enjoy the benefit of his own counfel, and 'wrapping® 
himfelf up in his own happinefs, might, from that émis 
nence, look down upon all the vain‘and wretched pur- 
fuits of the mad vulgar. » Like drunken men, they reel 
and ftagger from place to place; they often fall down 
upon their face, and ftrike and dath themfelves againft 
what they defired to embrace. Through all their life 
with an unftable pace they catch at flying forms of 
good; and after all their falls and their’ bruifes, they 
cry out again and again, Who will fhew ws any good 2’ 
And when they behold any new fpecies’ or fhadow' of! 
it, they immediately run to it. Nay perhaps ‘fo ‘light’ 
and: various are they in their purfuit, they return’ again: 
to that'in which they had been frequently ‘deceived’ 
and which they had as often abandoned. Rabbi So-" 
lomon paraphrafes the words thus, “ When Hrael faw 
the nations profperous, he faid, Who will: thew us'a® 
_ like profperity? But David fays, envy ‘them ‘not, ‘we’ 
have a fublimer profperity. in the light’ of the divine’ 
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countenance.” ** That is good, fays the great Philo- 
fopher of the: fchools, which all purfue.” The various. . 
affections and defires of the mind, are as the pulfe and 
natural refpiration,; but certain. internal. principles, 
which not inwrought by nature, are afterwards received 
and deeply engraved upon the heart, are the {prings of 
that motion ;our different opinions of different things 
do: neverthelefs all, meet in this, “¢ That-we would fee 
good,” But they who {elec from the various. objects 
that prefent themfelves, a fuitable, complete and fub- 
ftantial.good,.and negle&ting every thing elfe, bend all 
their: oot. to thas are the onhaer wife and iia 
men. js. Shere 
‘This, tes Plalmit profeffes he did, abd \feeely invites 
all. that pleafed to join and ‘take part with him in thefe 
defires ‘and purfuits, well. knowing that the happinefs — 
’ was abundantly. fufficient for many, for all. that would 
apply themfelves.to it, and fuch as could not atall be — 
diminifhed «by, being ‘imparted 3 for it was|indeed the 

adrdpxes nado, the felf-fufficient,, and all-fufficient good, 
-which was one.of the:titles that fome of the wifer hea- 
thens gave their Jupiter ; but he of whom we: fpeak is 
the. living, and-the true God ; nor is there any, other 
good. whatfoever adequate to the human mind 5) and 
what we fay of his infinite fufliciency, is moft aptly fig- 
nified:by. this adumbration which the Pfalmift nfes, 1 
fay:by the adumbration of light); nor-do I think fit to 
correét.it-as an’ incongruous expreflion, for light is in-- 
deed as it were the fhadow of God, and that fulnefs:of 
i coupe good which is inchim, is in: dome degree fha- 
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“dowed ‘oitt by light, which éntirely illuftrates swith the 
“Fall ftiréam of its ravs all (who behold ‘ity and ‘is not 
broke’ into” ‘little’ fragments, tobe fparingly’ diftributed 
“tol each. “Many feek many ‘things, they” purfue: any 
. good ‘with uncertain andi ignorant defires,' but we have 
«fixed © upon the’one petition we fhould infift upon, for 
Uti this one is all, Lord lift up the light of thy countenance 
“dpon us. Oh" rich, grand’ and incomparable’ defire ! 
"2 ‘without’ this all the’ proudeft palaces’ of ‘monarchs’ are 
~ gloomy’ caverfis, dark’as hell; and all the riches of “all 
“the earth’mére’ indigence.” ‘This is the proper light of 
the intelle€tual world, and) it on — into the 
ay EAE agit follows: aad OA 1 @ 
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: ‘vee 7 Thou bast put slats into my Wnt more vin 
a in ef time that pic corn: “and ates wine ian et 

“GLADNESS into my: winin to which this grofs 
hate of éarthly things cannot reach; they ftick as 
it were before the threfhold.’ “Corn and ‘wine are only 
the refrefhment of thefe mean frail earthly bodies,'and 
‘the fupport of this corporeal and terrene life, but have 
nothing ovyyers congenial with and a-kin to the Heaven- 
born Spirit. It is faid indeed that bread “strengthens 
man’s heart, and wine makes it glad; but the heart 
there fpoken of is that which is the {pring of animal 
life and natural fpirit ; whereas, to that, heart which 
holds the preference in human nature, which may 
therefore be called sia inyeporvery the governing part, 
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-there’is sinking which. -gives light: and gladnefs,, be- 
“neath ithe eternal Father. of | lights. and ‘of fpirits. * ‘He 
ocherifhes, the languifhing foul with the rays, of his love, 
vand fatisfies it with the confolations of his {pirit, as with 


sa kind of heavenly Nedar or Nepenthe, that while it 
~-¢onfides in ‘his fafety, lays all its cares and fears afleep, 
and lulls it‘into.deep peace, and «calm {weet - repole, 


without which, if the mind be a little agitated, no gen- 


» tle:breeze of harmony, no- melody of birds, or. harp 
|ean bring on the pleafing flumber, during. which ne- 


\ verthelefs,the heart awakes. Oh happy 4 man. who. bee 


‘takes’ his, whole foul to God, and does not; only chufe 


pe 


him above all, but in the place of all, waiting only:on 
him! Happy man who having been chofen by him with 
preventing love, and unmerited benignity, embraces his 


-- ample all-fufficient Creatorfor his inheritance, and his 


-wealth, often repeating. with, facred. tranfport,. Deus 


meus et omnia! my God and my all! Thisistheman 
\>-thathas.enough ; and therefore, to allude tothe words 


of the-Poet,. ‘* He is not difquieted by the raging of 


y/o the fea, nor. ‘any sat ofp the fealouts bare ftars 
bas saps rife- and, fet *. 


maine 


God fixes his gracious Ayalliniy in eon pure eee noly 


oe cee which: has learned to defpife the vanity of riches, 


sand. makes it calm in the mB Re of hurries, and fecure 


xa + -Neque sa ‘ See 
“Tumultuofam follicitat Mare, 
“Nee fevus ArGari cadentis. Stale : 
tei sec aut orfentis Keedtti “Sorsieisigy es -ebled 
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in. the, deepelt, folicitudes.. . And; not merely: to find; 
but even to feek after God, is better to. fuch.a foul; 
inexpreflibly better than to-poffefs the richeft. treafure, 
the moft, extenfive empire, or to have all the: “aliea of - 
- fenfual pleafures waiting upon its beck, db lagision 

_-I remember to have read of ome enh elBicerss 
hia crofling the Nile, in the fame boat with the two. 
Macarii.of. Egypt,’ faid, to them, in allufion to their’ 
mame, *‘ You are indeed happy who. laugh. at the: 
world.” Yes, faid they, ’tis evident that we are hap. 
py, not merely in name but in reality, but you are un- 
happy whom the world derides, as poor creatures 
whom it fees entangled in its fnares. 

St. Auguttine alfo quotes from Politian a fimilar ex- 
ample of a Pretorian foldier, who walking out with his 
comrade, found in a cottage into which he accidentally 
came, a book ‘containing the life of the hermit Antho- 
ny, and when he had read a little in it, looking upon 
his friend, faid, ‘To what are we taking fo much 
pains to arrive? what do we feek? for what do we go _ 
through the fatigues of a military life? the higheft. of 
our hopes at court muft be, to fhare fome extraordina- 
ry degree of the emperor’s favour; and how frail and 
dangerous a fituation is that? and through how many 
other previous dangers. muft we pafs to it? and how 
{oon will all the advantages we can hope from it be 
“over? But I may this moment, if I pleafe, become the 
friend and favourite of God.”’ And he had no fooner 
_ uttered thefe words, than they both refolved upon 
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Bee thevworld, , that ‘they’ might give up all the're. 
ainder of their days torteligidns7' 409! 0} nove sd 
eresiar en in former ages did wonder in’ ‘conquers | 
‘fhpieherwoell and themfelves; but we, unhappy dege- 
nerate drowfy creatures aswe are, blufh’ to hear that 
they did what we cannot orwill not do, “We are in- 
deed inclined to difbelieve the facts, and ratherchufe’ 
to deny their virtues, than to confels -our own indo+ 


Age cae 


lence and cowardice, etal by BREA S98 MOK 2" eB MR 





oat re wy b 
At EEE 





wa oghinitsert Ble 3 APSO GAs Sa 





$ 544 ah i rey 
y iy ee i: ~ 
Re PSEA by HR Baty SPL RAS OPE OT Oe ee DITO 48 BROS 
Vskaae ks 2 V 7 ‘ t 


Waeee ta Py mes Z ee a ae Pay ae 
Pree TEES Pre He FO Bt a1 SIS AN PES ee HOS) DECKS QS EER, 


Soh @ biet hee on gore: bite. eee 
Vow sap ssi ok ™ bat bared: in 





es z F q i uke Peer eh. eae ES 
be Se ob sede 28 faba tah dade 54s repos boo 





be | 7 
ae 7 % < 
fey erred tare NCE ee ANG Patty Ser ELS ry J TRG5 ¢ 





ae} - Ke gaan 
is ALS Gre 








€ si 
wer SFY fi 
ah a 





Be oS QeMOI TAT WH ht hey 


ee , 





Joe sss pul (Ae Sia mee erectile ait. Bigs Bd Apvea shies 
oboe Ay 

: MEDITATIONS yor 2h 
Se a wnt Ets eased inel< toh mediohur: toe 
2 orkp died 9 0% Poa EXE oh ghoet coos 
adés pobosd ii > ITNT 3 at ineas 

? —seesiebiocee— q 
Cig 2rd: ca hs 2S ; DG 


Vert. Bleffed is the man “dpbofe ie in is fi 
and gg i n is covered. | 


wy 


{ 


»H! the] pure, the everflowing, the incomparably 
" feet fountain of papi rail } MB i 


Pm 


« s Henge, Tight we draw, and fill the Fact d cup" 
‘Whereas the Grincs, of abiloteee in ‘human, man 
are not very,clear, and in divine they are, quite | turbid, 
and muddy ; ; which one of the greateft . orators and. 
philofophers. among them call freely, confefles. x I ; 
think, fays.. he, we are not only blind to true wildom,, 
but are very, dull and flow. of apprehenfion, even in. 
thofe things. which. feem. to be difcerned, and. under-. 
ftood +.’ C4 Nor i is this to. be wondered at; he for, there. : 
would be little difference between. things | human and, 
divine, if the dim eye of our. -reafon were faflicient to. 
difcover their fecrets.. One of the ancients excellently , 
fays, ‘¢ If you examine things ever fo accurately, you,, 


aR 


* Hine lucem haurire eft et pocula facras le 
+ Mihi non modo ad fapientiam caci videmur, fed ad ea ipfa, 


que aliqua ex parte cerni videantur, hebetes et obtufi. Sen. 
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will never be able to difcover them if God keeps them 
vailed *. : ‘aidan: 

It would be a vain. ab sae ilavclBour to light up 
a great number of lanthorns and torches, and go out | 
and look for the fun in‘ the night; ; but when the ap- 
pointed hour of morning comes, he rifes, as of his own 
accord, and freely manifelts himfelf by his own luftre, 
to every beholder. The wifeft of the. heathens unders 
took to find out the fupreme, Being,. and the, fapreme 
Good; but wandering through the devious ways of 
multiplied errors, they.,could. attain. to neither t: Nor 
was it the leaft of their. €XTOrs, that, they, fought, “ 
‘as two different things, | when it is moft certain: that 
both ‘a¥é united in one :' For itis the only and Ultimate 
happinefs of-man to be united to that firft and fupreme 
Being ‘and Good, from ‘which he drew his original. 
Bu it fince there has fo fad’ a’ diftance ‘and difagreement 

arifen between God and man, by our ‘deplorable’ apof- 
tacy from him, there could not be the’ Teaft hope of 
attaining that union, did not infinite, goodnefy and 
mercy "propofe the full and free pardon of olir offences’: , 
So that the true ‘determination of this gtand queftion ; 
about happinels, is pms that, Ble lef a find happy is. 
vowered. ‘Tanocence was Ke firft means ott statin 
happinefs ; 5 “which being once violated, the only plank + 
that can fave us after our fhipwreck, is repentance and 


remiflion 5 which two things the, whole foripware af- 
* Jane 8 yap. ay ot ona. Rene 308 p eam gtg 
Maibeis sy 89? 0s crave” dankinSus piston Soph, 
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,fures us, that the divine wifdom has connected, as with 
an adamantine band. And this Pfalm which is now 


before us, is a fignal declaration of it, which fince. it: 


inculcates fo grand a topic of religion, «pax za, may 
well be ftiled as it is Ma/chil, a lefon of instruction : 
' For as St. Auguftine well obferves, ‘¢ That is inftruc- 
tion indeed, which teaches us that man is not -faved’by 
the merit of his. works, but by the grace‘of God *.’?. 


| Bleffed. 7 Or O! bleffed man! or O!. the felicity 


of that man! and to denote the moft entire fupreme 
and perfect bleffedriefs t.. He only has attained to 
complete felicity, whofe numerous debts are all remit- 
ted, though far from being able to pay them, he could 
not fo much as reckon them Up 5 ; and bleffed is he that 


-\ 


knows it;.as the Proverbs is, ** No man is app “but. 


he who thinks himfelf fo.” iin TGS 
The man whofe iniquity is forgiven.| as the: word i is 
nefevi, it might be-rendered, Blefféd iscthe man who is 
eafed of the heavy burden of his fin. A burden indeed 
too heavy for the ftrongeft man upon earth; a’burden 


fo dreadfully great, that God’s angels are not able to 


ftand under it; for many of the chief of them’ were 
preffed down. to hell by it, and can rife no more. But 


though ‘no giant on earth or in heaven. could ‘beat 


it, a lamb Binet himfelf to it: a it was a lamb 
- * Qua intelligitur non. meritis operum, fed. Dei gris cae 
liberati. 

+ As the elephant, to denote its vatt bulk, is fpoken of i in the 
plural number, Behemoth. ; 
f Non eft beatus qui fe non putat. 
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without blemifb.and wviliiiank Spot, burdened with no load 
of his own fin, nor ftained with the'leaft pot of pollu. 
tion, the Lamb of God, the Son of God, who: is himfelf 
God, is he é «!pav en ainpreie. re shoge, whip ttakes away 
all'the fins of the world, as one fin, taking the burden 
upon himfelf, he bears it and carries it away. 2G. Se stat 
Covered.) ‘That, finners may more leityb appre- 
hend, and more eafily and firmly believe a thing which 
feems fo difficult to admit, as the free and full remiffion 
of fins. it is painted: out’ ‘by various beautiful: -expref- 
fions and figures in the facred Scriptures, -wafbing, 
cleanfing, blotting out, feattering like a cloud, entirely for- 
getting, casting into the bottom of the fea, and here by 
that of ¢aking‘away and covering’; and by that phrafe 
which explains both; of not imputing them, and this ex- 
preflion of covering them, is with great propriety added 
to the former phrafe of lightening the finner of the 
burden of'them; and that there may be no fear. of 
their’ returning again, or coming into fight ; when 
God has not only taken’ the ‘heavy load’ from our 
fhoulders, ebut for ever hidden it from his own> eyes, 
and the: vail of mercy has taken it-away; that great 
covering: of divine love, which is large enough to‘over- ~ 
fpread fo:many and fo great offences. ‘Fhus it does as 
it‘were turn away the penetrating eye of his juftice, 
which the moft fecret iniquity could not elude, did not ) 
he himfelf in pity voluntarily avert it. 
But you. will know what is our propitiatory, what the 
covering of the mercy-feat, even Jefus who was tipyfi- 
ed ay that Caporeth in the temple, which the Septuagint 


Wea 2 
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"render Hrasipies twideus, a propitiatory covering ; by which 


eae BS 


title our great’ ‘Redeemer is marked out, Rom. iii. 25. 


‘vgs the’fame Hebrew word Caphar fignifies both to 


‘cover and’ to\expiate*. But that the thing ‘may be 
‘more evident and certain, the een is else “Sil 


- in'the fecond ined mt PPB AHF RS SH 


ay \acw & 
py oye MOY : 


« Wer. 2: Bleffed'is the'man to whom the Lord imputeth 


a not iniquity, and in whofe [pirit there is no guile.’ 


AG ofed rt bod POT wae 


 ABEN-EZRA paraphrafes it, of weHese' Se ns God 


does not think, does not regard’ them, fo as’ ‘to’ bring 


them into judgment; ‘reckoning them as if they were 


Not, # u4 Aoyiterai, do not count or calculate them, or charge 
| ‘them to’ account; do not require for them the debt of 


»punifhment.. To us the remiffion is entirely free, our 
Sponfor having ‘taken upon him the whole bufinefs of 
paying the ranfom. “His fuffering i is our impunity, his 
bond our freedom, and his’ chaftifement “our peace 5 
and therefore the Prophet fays, The cha/i fement of our 
peace was'upon him, and by his stripes’ we are héaled. 
Diftracted creatures that we are, to indulge’ thofe fins 
which —— death mt our ace ener? ‘and 


. eee ed 
oe 4) e 


* It is obienved pe Hebrew word. 4 Efhel odie which fome 
render a clufter of camphire, Cant. i. 14. may with a little, variation 
in the reading, 1 i. e. reading it Ife col baccapher, be rendered, aman 


~ of ql kinds of redemption, or of all expiation : ‘fo the Targum inter- 


prets it by expiation, and by the way fome affert that this Palm | 


_ ufed to be fung on the day of expiation. 


vers. en yeanMyxexi. - 357 


to be fo. cold i in. heiress aie to > that Redeemer who 
. died for thefe fins!) . 
_ This: weighty. fenton 






of: inf fo bidmurahlé, Paul 


renders yet more, illuftrious, sby inferting it into his ~ 


wi reafonings. on the topic of jultification, as a celebrated 
teftimony of that great article of our; faith. David, 


fays he, thus defcribeth the bleffednefs of that man, 


faying, Bleffed is he whofe iniquities are forgiven : So 
. that.this is David’s opinion.concerning true happinefs 
he fays not, bleffed are thofe that reign over kingdoms ;_ 
bleffed are thofe generals who are renowned for their — 
martial bravery and \fuccefs, though, heshimfelf had. 
_ both thefe titles to boaft.of. | It is not the encomiums | : 
£4 P the, greateft multitudes, nor the breath of popular — 
_applaufe,. nor any. other degree. of. human. honour, 
\ which, entitles amian.to this character. [tds not faid, 
. blefled is he who ploughs many thoufand acres of land, 5. 
or, who; has, heaped together, mountains -of , gold and 
-filver ; not he who has married a beautiful and rich 
woman, or, which in. his age, or. even now, in thefe 
eaftern, countries might be.the cafe, he who was pof- 
feffed of many. fuch ; nor bleffed is he, who underftands 
the fecrets of nature, or even the myfteries of religion : 
But oh happy man whofe fins are pardoned, and to 
qwhom the Lord does not impute iniquity, and in whofe 7 
© fpirit there is no guile! whofe’ breaft is full, not of 
feigned repentance, but of a fervent love of holinefs, 
and hatred of fin. ‘This makes life happy, nay, abfo- 
. lutely bleffed : But alas! when we inculcate thefe 
‘things, we fing to the deaf. ‘The i ignorance and folly 


4 
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of mankind. will not ceafe to pronounce the proud and 


the covetous happy, and thofe who triumph in fuccefs- 
ful,wickednefs, and who, in chace of thefe lying fha- 


dows of happinels, deftroy their eas ape their pes; 


and their foulss. cy ae 
1 Alas, fays the, wife Routan, beark little a ithe 
wha thirft. moft impatiently after glory, know what it 
is, or where itis to be fought; *’? which is equally ap-- 
plicable,to that true calm and. ferenity of :mind which 
all purfue,, but yet few are able to: attain. Butas for 
us who enjoy the celeftial inftruction of this facredvo- 
lume, if we are ignorant of it, our ignorance is quite ins 
excufable, obftinate and affected, fince we are wilfully: 
blind in the cleareft: and moft’ refulgent lights: This: 
-. points out that. good which can completely fill :all/the: 
moft.extended capacities of the human foul,: and which 
we generally feck for in vain:on-all fides, catching at it 
‘where it is not to be found, but ever neglecting it where 
alone it is.” Butvis it:them poffible at once’ to’ be folid- 


ly and completely happy?) You have not ‘merely: the? 
‘ideas of it, but:the thing itfelf, not only clearly ‘pointed: 


_out, but. molt, freely offered, with divine munificences: 


fo that if you do not obftinately-reje& the offers it mult: 


be your own; and this happinefs confifts in returning) 
to the favour and friendfhip of God, who moft:mercis' 


fully grants us the free pardon of all our fins,:if wedo 
with unfeigned repentance, and a heart free of all guile, 


not aka Hee confefs and lament pene Ss bit entirely : 


- * Quam ignorant homines sone cupid que ea fe aut quem: 


admodum pone ! ‘Sea. 
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forfake, and-with implacable hatred, for ever renounce 
them. © bipdheag dodeinor Te 1G ehO40° All the names, all ; 

_ the variety of felicities;. blifs and. happinefs are ‘accu. 
mulated on that man who has known this change of the 
right hand of the moft high *, on whom this-bright day 
‘of expiation and pardon has beamed. He eafily locks 
down from on high on/all the empty titles and falfe 

‘images of earthly happinefs; and when he is bereaved’ 
of them all, yea, and befet on every fide with what the 

- world calls misfortunes and afflictions, ceafes not to be 

_ happy. In forrow he is joyful, in poverty rich, and in’ 
chains ‘free 5 when he feems buried deep; fo that ‘not - 
one ray’ of: si fun ‘can reach him, he is furrounded 
with’ radiant luftre; when: -overwhelmed with igno.~— 

miny, he! glories; and in death itfelf he lives, he con- 

quers,) he triumphs. ‘What can be heavy to that many! 

_ who is:edfed:of:the intolerable burden of fin? How a- — 

nimated was that faying of Luther, “ fmite, Lord, fmite, 

for thou’ haft abfolved me from my fins $.?’ Whofe: 
anger fhould he fear who knows that God is propitious 
to-him, thatfupreme King, whofe wrath is indeed the’ 
mefenger of death, but the light of his countenance is life ;) 
who joys all by the rays of his favour, and by one fmile 
difperfes:the darkeft cloud, and calms the moft turbu- 
lent tempefti?> AA ALL MOVES 

© But we muft now obferve the complication ok atwo- 

. . nee to, Pra. a 10. ee the saa: woctics Seuih 
change, mutatio dextre Excel, and feveral other verfions nearly 


apres) with it. a: 
+ Feri, Domine, feri; nama ical abfolvifti me. 
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fold ‘good, inconftituting this felicity y for wethave! two!’ 
things’ here! conneéted; as confpiring | ‘to-make the pers” 
fon fpoken ‘of bléffed': The’ free’ remiffi on of fin,’and 
the inward purification’ of the heart.’ ' This’ ‘fimplicity;’’ 

agedéra, Isa moft excellent part of parity, oppofed ‘to all” 

» ‘wickediiefs and ‘arts! of déceit » arid in'common f{peechy: 
that which is ‘fimple, and has ~ no foreign’ mixture; is. ) 
called pire: “’Pardon prefents us as jult'and? innocent’ ’ 
before our Judge, and that fantity is not to’ be regard=°" 

-edpasconftituting any part of our juftifying righteouk 
nefs before’ God, nor’as only the condition“or fign of 
our felicity, but truly and properly a part of it. “Purity: 
is the accomplifhment of ‘our felicity, ‘begun’ on’ earth,” 
and'to be confummated in heaven: ‘That purity;'I fay, 
which is began here, and fhallthere be ‘confuiimateds | 
But ‘if “anyone think he can divide thele two things, 
which ‘the hand of God has joined by fo: infeparable ai’ 
bond, itis a vain dream. ‘Nay, by attempting to fepa’ - 
rate thefe two parts of happinefs, he wilb in fact only = 
extlude himfelf from the whole.’* Jefus, our vidtorious — 
Saviour, has’ fatched us from the jaws-of* eternal’ 
death ; but to be delivered from the cruel tyranny and’ » 
bonds of fin, and to be brought into the bleffed liberty® « 
of the fons of God, was another effential partiof Jour 
redemption ; and if any one does not embrace this.with’ 
equal alacrity and delight as the other benefit, heis a © 
wretched flave of the moft mean and ignoble’ fpirit ; i 
and being equally unwerthy of both parts-of ‘this ftu- © 
penduous deliverance, he will juftly forfeit and: lofe 
both. And this is the epidemical Antinomianifm of 
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the Chriftian, world, becaufe they,who labour underit ; 
have nothing. but the name,of Chriftians ; they. gladly,,; 
hear,,of,the| pardon of, their fins, andthe falvation of, ) 
their fouls, while they, are averfe to the doStrine.of ho«;; 
linefs. and)\nepentance., It,is..a difagreeable,meflage, a». 
bard Saying, and who can: bear. it?, But oh!.the, income; 
efparable charms of.holinefs |. to be defired:notonly for , 
the:fake of other benefits, which come inits train, but. , 
pecially. for. itfelf :, So, that, he, who, is not. reine 
with a; mot, ardent love to it, is blind, and, deferves,to',: 

be: thruft into. the, mill, to tread. that incomasetableso 


round, and to, grind, there,. deferves, to, be..a_flave- for, ; aoe 


ever; -finced he ‘knows not how, to ufe liberty when. offers ny 
ed to him.;:; Shall. the Stoic fay, “The fervant-of phi- .. 
lofophy.is;truly free *;’” and. fhall. we {cruple.to aflert ,, 
the-fame concerning pure religion, and evangelical ho-;, 
linefs, ?jNow ithis freedom, from, guile, that, fair. fimpli-. “ 
city, of which: the Pfalmitt fpeaks, is defervedly reckon-, d 
ed, among:the chief endowments of a pure foul, and is. 
here named inftead of all the.reft, as nothing, is more... 
like to.that-God.who infpects the very heart, in nothing. - 
‘dowe fo;muchrefemble him ;, cand therefore itis mofk, . 
agreeable toyhim;, becaufe. moft like him. Hes the; 
moft.fimple: of all beings, andis indeed truth itfelf, and 
therefore he- dé ofires. truth i in the inward parts, and hates 
a heart,and a-heart,.as the Hebrew phrafe.i is to exprefs 
thofe. that) are: double hearted... And how. much our 
_ bleffed. Redeemer efteems this fiunplicity, we may: learn . 
| from the eamalincls with, which he inculcates it upon 


* Qui philofophic infervit, eft vere ber. i 
xX x 
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his difciples, that they fhould be “Ainge as: ee » Matth. 
#16) Welmay alfo learn it’ from the ‘honourable 
teftimony he bears'to this character in Nathanael, when 
he pronounces him, John i: 470. an Vraelite indeed, in 
_ qwhom there is no guile, and efpecially from his own per- 
fe example, as it is faid of him, 1 Pet. ii, 22° He 
did no fin, neither was guile found in his mouth. Perhaps - 
the Pfalmift might the more willingly mention this vir-, 
tue, as' he reflected with penitential diftrefs on his crafty 
and cruel attempt of covering that adultery which he 
had. committed with the vail of murder. But however 
that \was, it is certain that this guilelefs fincerity of 
heart holds the firft rank in the graces that attend true 
repentatice.\Itmay be fometimes our duty to’ open 
our fins'td men, by an ingenuous confeflion; ‘but it is 
- always our duty to do it to God; who promifes to 
cover them only on this condition, that we:do fincerely 
uncover them ourfelves. But if we affect that which 
is his part, he will, to our'unfpeakable damage, do that 
_ which he had affigned to us. If we hide them, he will 
bring them into open light, and will difcufs and exa- 
mine each with the greater feverity. » “He, fays Am- 
brofe, who burdens himfelf, makes his error fo much 
the lighter'*.? <¢ In proportion to thé dégrée, fays 
Tertullian t, in which you are unwilling to fpareyour- 
felf; God will! fpare you,” | But what madnefs'is it to 
attempt to’conceal any action from him, from'whom) as 
Thales wifely declares, “* you cannot fo much as con- 
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t Daan tibi non peperceris, tantum tibi parcet Dens. © 
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chakwi thought*.? But:not now to’ infift upon, the, im- 
poflibility.of a’concealment, a wife man would not with 
to cover his wounds and his difeafe from that phyfician;, 
from whofe \{kilful hand he «might. otherwife xeceive 
healing; and this is what the: Pfalmift Perey, nse : 
for our ‘inftrudtion, eniniet: iso) at oe Yolqaiera tha) 
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WHILE he Scrtion thei inpennous erties con 
ieletnic ‘continually encreafing weight of his cala- 
mity extorted from him ayvoice of roaring 3.‘ while I 
would not {peak as:it became a guilty man, 1 was com 
pelled even to bellow like a  beaft f :’”. - Neverthelefs 
this wild roaring. did not move the divine elie iias 
sori atone: st pile ee eae esVieluio sont qeyosnE 
ro iw 
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aya HITHERTO ‘thet voice was tations to fihich 

: es bowels of the father alwaysvecho back, the voice of 
afon-full of. reverence, and ready to confefs-his errors 5 

; svithoutwhich cries and lamentations: in milery are no 
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“more regarded i in the fight of God, than the howling of 
dogs; according to. that expreflion: of Hofea Vil. 14. 
They have not cried to me with their heart, when they 
howled upon their beds. A dog howls when heis hungry, 
or when he is lafhed ; but from a fon when he's chatt- 
"ened, acknowledgments of his fault, and deprecations 
of his father’s difpleafure are expected ; and when the _ 

fon thus acknowledges his offence, and intreats for par 

don, it is the part of a compaffionate father to’ forgive, | 
and to fpare, Nor do we indeed confefs‘our offences 
to our father, as if he were not. perfeétly acquainied 
with them, but ‘we fly to him who requires we fhould 
— repent, that‘he may not fhew us by punifhment thofe 
things which we fhun fhewing to him by confeflion, 
<< T confeffed unto the Lord, fays Auguitine, to whom 
all t the abyfs of my fin and mifery lay open; fo that if I 
did not confefs whatever was hidden) ini my heart, I 
fhould not hide myfelf from him, but him from me *.”” 
Thy hand was heavy upon me. | That hand, which 


when prefling is fo heavy, when raifing, is fo fweet-and 


powerful, Pfal. xxxvil. 24. and when fcattéring its bleff- 
ings, fo. full and fo ample, Pfal. civ. 28. cxlv.16. He 
would not at firft be humbled by the confeffion: of his 
iniquity, and therefore he is humbled by the weight of 


_. the hand ‘of God. Oh’ powerful hand! beyond all 


' comparifon more grievous than any other hand to prefs 
- down, and more powerful to raife up. “He who fup- 
prefles his fins without confeffing them, . 


eqs 2 co re \ o 
* Et tibi, domine, ‘cujus oculis nuda abyffus, quid occultum: 
effet in me fi non confiterer, non:me tibi abfconderem, fed te mihi. 
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> Under the appearance af fparing he is. indeed: cruelto 
-himfelf; “and when he has drunk down’ iniquity, and 
Keeps it within, and it is not covered by the divine for- 
givenefs, it is like a poifon which confumes the marrow 
in the midft of -his bories, and dries’ up the vital moif- 
tures It} oe perhaps occafion more prefent pain to 
"draw out'the point of the weapon which fticks in the 
‘fieth’; ‘but to negle& i it will occafion greater danger; 
‘and more future torment: Nor will «the dart fall-out 
~by his running ‘hither and thither; but ‘on ‘theicon-_ 
| trary, as the Poet exprefles it with als to wl 
j ae deer; it fixes deeper and deeper * 1511 bs het nas 
~ Bur the’ only healing’ herb that the fine can find is 
‘true répentance and humble confeffion; not that ‘\ which 
-racknowledges fin'in afew flight words, ‘when it has 
“hardly looked upon it and known it; but that which 
‘proceeds from_a previous true and vivid’ compundtion 
of foul; and is infeparably attended with renovation and 
opurity of heart arid life, and fo as comprehending this, 
| cit'is fometimes put for the whole of repentance, 1 John 
de 9. bIf we confefs our fins, be is faithful and just to 
ite iwe usiour fins, and to cleanfeus fromall pie og 

“nefs. And fom the ‘Plain before: us. 
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Vers: Seyde omnia my Jo fin n unto shea A iad my wij 
haved not hide 1 Said I willconfefs. my ‘tranfgreffion 


unto ‘the Lord, and thou oi the. orn f es 
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ne TRUE swe genuine repentance hath: eyes’ as it 
were on, both fides, apr x dalow Primes At looks back ‘on 
fins already..committed, to lament them ; it looks’for- 
ward, and humbly refolves no more: to commit what it 
has lamented; and, each of thefe: is.expreffed by each 
of the words by which repentance is fignified, perapartia 
and pere0/%9) which words are, therefore ufed promifcu- 
oufly, both. by the facred writers and by others: So 
‘that the received difference: between them feems. to me 
to have. little foundation ; for Phavorinusi interprets the 
the word y+70/#, an anguifh of foul, under aconfciouf- — 
nefs of having acted a foolifh:and abfurd part, and the 
Latin has the fame fignification, if we will admit the 
judgment , of Gellius, who feems: to have “been a 
very accurate critic in affairs of -that nature. He ob- 
ferves, “ Weare faid to repent of things, whether our 
own actions, or thofe of others, which have been per- 
formed by. our advice or inftigation, which do after-_ 
wards difpleafe us; fo that: we change our judgment 
concerning them *. ** But we will wave-all further 


* Poenitere tum dicére folemus, cum que ipfi fecimus, aut que 
de noftra voluntate. noftroque confilio faéta funt, ea nobis 3 poft 1 inci- | 
piunt difplicere, fententiamque in iis noftram demutamus. 
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concern. about words; the thing itfelf demands our 
greatelt z attention. I entirely agree with him who faid, 
“ [had rather feel the inward working of repentance, 
_ than know: the moft accurate defcription anid definition 
of it. #2. Yet how averfe ‘finhers ‘ate ‘to ‘this free 
though ufeful and falutary confeflion of fin, abundantly — 
appears from this example of fo great a man as the. 
Pfalmift; when taken in this unhappy fnare; for he 
confeffés that he lay long as fenfelefs and {tupid in that 
quagmire into which he was fallen, and that it was with 
difficulty that he was as it were racked  ‘ifito-a confel. 
fion, by fuch exquifite tortures both of body’ ‘and mind. 
On the other hand, the gracious ‘readinefs of the Fas 
ther of metcies to grant’ pardon} is’ fo: much’ the more — 
evident, as on the firft word of confeffion that he utter- 
ed, or rather the’ firft purpofe that he formed in his 
mind, immediately the: pardons the full and free par- 
don, came down figned; as*in'the’coutt of heaven, 
L faids 1 will:confefs, and thou forgavest. °O admirable » 
elemency! ‘it requires. nothing but ‘that ‘the offender 
fhould:plead guilty, and this not ehat itmay ‘more freely 
punifh, but-more liberally forgive. “He requirés that 
we fhould' condemn outfelves,'that'fo he may abfolve © 
tee ‘need Svcd ilsulw {21336 10 SIORE IO ee ey ee 
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Ver. 6.) Lor. this ball. every.onerthat 48 go godly, pray unto 
othe} in atime when thou mayeft be found +, Surely, in 
, othe fioods.of great waters a Jball not come, nig fesunte 
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ol! EEHIS is the soph wi abi this is, we great docs 
trine ofthe gofpel, which opens the firlt door: of hope! 
‘torfinners 5) that) God.is capable of being -appeafed, yea: 
that, helisactually appeafed 5. that he freely offers peace: 
and favour to thofe who have deferted him, whemthey: 
return to his obedience, that he runs forth to meet 
them, ‘and to-receive them with a moft affectionate em. 
brace ;»and ‘having fo importunately intreated our re 
turn, will:not defpife thofe who are treading:back with» 
prayers and tears the fatal: path which: their folly had: 
chofens::'This is what we: fo: frequently. ‘readvin fcrip-’ 
ture, that the Lord is gracious and very-merciful, flow to 
anger and:ready to pardon. \f she were not/fuch'who! 
could dare to approach him! But fecing-hévis: fachay 
God, who fhould refufe or delay his return’! farelyex! 
very rational and pious mind will without delay invoke 


fo gentle-and mild a Lord ;. will pray to him'dwhile he is 


exorable, or ‘as the Hebrew. ‘exprefles ity in atime of 


_finding ; -forhe who promifes pardon'does not promife — 


to-morrow.’ There are the sempora fandi, certain times” 
in which*he may be fpoken-with, and a certain appoint-" 
ed day of pardon and of grace, which if aman, by ftu-» 


pid perverfenefs.defpife, or by floth neglett, furely he® 
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is juftly overwhelmed with eternal night and mifery, 
and muft neceffarily petith by the deluge of divine 
wrath findeihe has*contemned and derided: that-ark of 
falvation’ which was prepared, and in which, whoever 
enters into ‘it; fhall be fafe, while the world is perifhing. 

Though all be one unbounded fea, a fea without fhore 5 __ 
yet as it is here faid, the greateft inundation, the floods 
of deepwaters {hall not come nigh unto him. ~ This the 
‘Pfalmift exhorts thofe that have experienced it to'teach, 
and determines: himfelf fo to retain it’ with deep atten- 
-tionand firm faith in ‘his own mind, as in ‘the follows 
ing verfes 2 ah aoa rll 


jews 1 Thou art my bidding seo ues Jtiaft: ced 
and wilt ever be fo. » Thou ba/t furrounded, and thou 
- wiltfurround:me with fongs of deliverance, even me who 
_ was fo furrounded with’ clamours of fins: Where he 
further intimates, that fongs of praife-are perpetually to 
be offered to-God our deliverer... And that thefe faith- 
ful‘admonitions and counfels may meet with greater ate 
_ tention’ andtegard, ‘he’ offers himfelf to us as.a moft 
ita teacher and leaden f 
iWeni 8, 195 UOpALAs I wil inftruit sh wi d teach thee 

in the-way-in which thou foalt go, €Pc.] See to it, only 
‘that-thou be traCtable, and doft~ not witha brutal ob- 
ftinacy and-fiercenels repel. this friendly and wife coun. 
fel, as only capable of being governed by violence, like 
a mule: or: unbroken  horfe,: which. muft. be held in by 
bit and: bridle, ..Such indeed are the, »greateft part of 
men, whom the philofophers with great feverity indeed, 

| Yy 
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but with too much juftice, called, Feysvn aatpbpo 
c.wild bulls with human faces.” 

But it is added, as the fur of. all’ admonition, sia 
the great axiom moft worthy of regard, that many /or- 
rows fhall be to the wicked, the Septuagint render it, 
many are the [courges of the finner * ; but Mercy fball 
embrace thofe that hopein the’ Lord. And the pfalm 
concludes with this as the burden of it, rejoice in the 
Lord-ye righteous, and fhout for joy all ye that are upright — 
in heart. ‘Truly, my dear, friends {, I have, nothing 
farther to with for myself or you, than that, we may 
heartily, believe thefe things, for then it,will be:impofh- 

‘ble, that. we fhould not with open arms, embrace true 
religion, and, clafp it-to.our-hearts.;,fince,nature teach- 
es every. one to. defire happinefs, and to fly; from! mi- 
fery.. So that Epicurus himfelf would teach-us, to/lay 
hold on joy, and pleafure,, as the.+4,npdze, saci, or firlk 

and proper. good. _ This, therefore let, us:lay- down asa 
certain principle, and. ever adhere. to it, that/.we. may. 
not like brute, beafts, remain in fubje@tion tothe: flefhs 
that fafety : and joy and all happinels is the, property:of 
him who is pofleffed of virtue, and that, all virtue is 
comprehended i in true piety; and let. us remember 
what the Prophet adds, (according to, the. Greek trar« 
flators am as the neceflary Siar cankae this. “ere 
ple, that to the wicked there can be na joy.» 
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ae, The, word Juyenes, or my dear.) wes occurs. ite cand in, 
feveral other places, as thefe lectures, were delivered to a fociety of, 
young theological fludents, but i it did not feem, necellary to make 
pos £09 sigade ‘ar’ VISA SR 
the tranflation fo exa@tly literal. | : ie 


ET Ovx és? scaipey vols eotBeots 





mi 


© 


a, i _ oan ye ea SA wah oops, f ‘yt : 
LOO PRs A VS ROPOLCA THLE OVe 











i oy a ’ ‘ s one Sh Tee aiid Ret Paar ity ease? 7a 
Jsganeradys Rave = SS Ped cots OY EF Oy = CO3. AOS geo 
Sane E S 5 4 ae hs ~¢ vet} nm tay Py. ott ee pe Fy Yew: an 
tanner “MEDITATIONS. at dt uth: 
acey en ted Gb ie MOLES HER! OTE 
seoyghs PUBL AXE Ihe |, WRONG MS Se Bie OLN 
sain On PsaLm CXRK. 
{ Eaten RUNS SOPOT ENS eS 
t ——PORPSISDQSCo— TGS 
: Bo LEA OOD: 


Ver. 1. Out of the depths have I cried unta thee, O.Lord, 





I" ‘is widdubredly both an “ufeful and’ pleafant’ em. 

ployment, to obferve the emotions of great and he- 
roic minds, in’ ‘great and arduous affairs, but that mind 
only is* truly great, and fuperior to the whole world, 
which does in the moft placid manner fubjec: itfelf to 
God, fecurely cafting all its burdens and’ cares upon | 
him in’all’the uncertain alterations of human affairs, 
looking ‘at his hand, and fixing its regard upon’ that a- 
lone. Stich'the royal prophet David declares himfelf 
every’ where to have been, and no where’ more evi- 
dently°than in ‘this pfalm, which feems to “have been 
compofedsby him. ‘He 'lifts up his head amidft fur~ 
rounding waves, and direéting his face and his voice to 
. heaven; he fays, Out of the depths O Lord do I< cry unto. 
thee: For fo I would render it, ashe does not feem 
' to-exprefsa paft fact, but as the Hebrew Idiom i im- 
ports, a prayer which he was now actually prefenting. | 

Out of the depths:| Being as it were immerfed and 
overwhelmed in an abyfs of mifery and calamities. It 
is indeed the native lot of man, to be born to trouble, as 
the the foark, (the children of the coal, as the ae eX- 

ie a ae 
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preflionfignifies,) to fly upward. Life and grief are 
congenial 50but men’ who are born again, feem as in 
aoredoubled* proportion; to be twice born to trouble ; 
-withfo. many and fo great evils are they as it were load- 
en, beyond ‘all other men, and that to fuch a degree, 
thatthey may feem as it ‘were, fometimes to be opprefi- 
ediwith them. And if any think this is ftrange, furely 

as the Apoftle expreffes i it, be cannot See afar off wumale, 
at! beft, he only looks at the furfaces of things, and 
. cannot penetrate far into thofe depths.’ For even:the 
philofophers themfelves, untaught by divine revelation, 
-Anveftigated’admirable reafons for fuch difpenfations of 
providence, and undertook’ in this -refpeét !boldly- to 
‘plead theicaufe of God.“ God (fays' the Roman’Sage) 
»loves‘his! own: people. truly, but he loves them feverely ; 
as)the manner in which fathers \exprefs their:ldve°to 
their children, is generally very different from thatof 
mothers, they order them to be called up early: to their 
» ftudiesjand fuffer. them not:to be idle in -thofe days, 
when their ufual bufinefs is interrupted 5 but fometimes, 
: “put them on labouring till the fweat flows down, and 
{ometimes by. their meee excite their | tears 5 : hile 
sacs Sadeesandelcnens we oer to cahlcid cable ith 
Should weep or grieve or labour. God bears the heart 
‘of a Father to good men, and there is ftrength rather 
‘than tendernefs in his love, they are therefore exercifed : 
“with labours, forrows, ‘and loffes, that they may grow 
_Fobutt; ‘Whereas, were, Fs to.be. fastenadh ee opeitie 


hom g was. > 


# "Os dpa overyevns vy Rh ien, % *Bibec 


Pa 
VER Te ON/-POALM/CKXX. | See 


ous fare-and -indulged:inindolencey-they ‘would-mot 
vonly fink under fatigues; but be burdened ‘with their 
_ Own-unweildy, bulk *.” . Prefently; after he: quotes a 
_remarkable faying of. Demetrius the Cynic:},:to ithis 
-purpofe, “He feems to'be the unhappieft of mankind, 
- who has: never: been. exercifed -with>-adverfity;!:asvhe 
cannot have had an opportunity of trying the ftrength 
Of his own mind.” *» To-wifh to pafs life without ‘ityis 
} te be ignorant of one part of nature, fo that I may pro- 
-mounce thee tobe miferable, if thou haftinever been 
omiferables (If. thou hat paft through: life without ever 
) Struggling with an enemy, no one, not» even :thou thy- 
Self canft know whether thou-art able.to make any:re- 
‘ iftances »whereas in) afflictions we experience, )notyfo - 
- much-what/our own: ftrength is, as what: istheftrength 
of God. in us; sand what, the, aid of divine:igrace-ds, 
» which-often: bears us up under them-to a-hirprifing de- 
» gree, anid:makes tis joyful by ashappy exit; foothatwe | 
bball be. able to: ee My Gods wis Srrength and-my déliw 
ganar peta! aS ati 
: a * Vere f te amet. et jae Deas, “Multa. sls ‘Banton 
u matres indulgent, ill liberos ad fludia obeunda. mature pcretar si 
Bent, feriatis quoque ‘diebus non ‘patiuntur ‘otiofos, bg fepe fudo- 
 déréem lis; et interdum lachrymas’ excutiunt : at matres Pere in 
y finu, in umbra continere volunt ;) nunquam flere; ‘hunguan triflari, 
oy: panquam J laborare. | Patriuny habet Deus adverfus bonos | viros‘ani- 
seo EDM gt. illos. fortius. amat + et operibus, doloribus,. 7ac samplers 
., agitantur, n ut. yerum colligant robur. Languent Per inertiam { iz 
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verers Thus:the church: becomes confpicuous: in the 
midft of the flames, like the burning buth, ¢brough the 
good will of him that dwelt‘in it, and when it’ feems to 
be overwhelmed with waters, God: brings itout of - 
them, cleanfed and beautified, mergas profundo, pulchri=. 
or exilit; he. plunges it in the: a and it riles fairer 
than before; 9) f Lote Sitteh ae 
We willnot here maintain that viii of ici Sto 
ics, ‘That evils which happen to good men, are not to be 
called evils at all ; which however is capable of avery 
good fenfe, fince religion teaches us, that'the greateft: 
evils:are changed, and work together for'good ; which 
comes almoft, to the famething, and perhaps was the 
true meaning’ of the Stoics. Banifhment ‘and poverty’ 
are indeed evils in one fenfe, i.e. they have fomething: 
hardiand grievous in them ; but when. they fallon a’ 
good and'brayve man, they feem to lay afide the-malig= 
nity oftheir nature, and: become: tame and: gentle. 
The very:fharpnefs of ‘them excites and exercifes. vir 
tue, by exciting they increafe it, fo that the. root of faith 
fhoots the ftronger, and fixes the deeper; and thereby 
adds new ftrength to fortitude and patience ;\and: as 
we fee in this example before us, affliction does by a 
happy kind of neceflity, drive the foul to confefs its fin;to 
fly as it were to feek its refuge under the wing of the 
divine goodnefs, and to fix its hope upon':God;. and. 
this is certainly one great:advantage which ‘the pious 
foul gains by adverfity, that it calls away the affections 
from earth and earthly things, or rather ‘tears them. 
away, when obftinately adhering to them. Thi IS necel- 
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fary that:they fuffer fuch: hatdfhips' as thefe;:ia8 one-ex- 
preffes: it *, leaft’ they fhould -love: this inconvenient 
_ ftable, in which they are now obliged to lodge, as if it 

were their own houfe. _It-is:negeflary that*they:fhould 

“perceive that they are /trangers and: foreigners upon 
_ earth, that they may more frequently, and:withmore 
ardent defire groan after that better country, and often 
repeat it, bs Pires, bimos pisos, dear home! moft defirable 
home! The: children: and heirs: of the: kingdom, muft 
be weaned. by worm-wood, left: they thould-be fo’ in- 
chanted by the allurements of the flefh, and the ‘poi- 
fonous fweetnefs of fecular enjoyments, ‘as to»barter 
away ithe true and pure joy of ‘their blefled: hope, for 
this falfe polluted and: deadly joy ; -and left, diffolved in” 
pleafure; the: heaven-born foul fhould be broke: under 
the yoke' of, this pernicious flefh, the root: of foumany 
paffions +.) Laftly, we fee how much vigour )and ve- 
hemence affliction’ adds to prayer ;» for:the divine» Pfal- 
mift, the deeper he finks, cries to God:in:fo much the 
louder accents, out of the deeps have T'criedsio<s 

y This prayer: contains thofe precious: wittaiesy sAachich’ 

in a grateful: temperature, render every ‘prayer accept- 
able to’ God, faith, fervour and’ humility: Faith, in 
that: he: prays out of: the deeps : fervour,:in that he 
cries’; and both again exprefled in the next words, 
faith, asin the midft of furrounding calamities he does 
not bear im slap feriewm, as he sonia it with res 
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peated importunity, and:the fame word uttered again, ;\ 
and | agains, And to, “complete, ail, humility,.expreffes 2; 
itfelf in. what follows, whereche 4 peaks as one that felt, 
himfelf. finking,. as one who.was plunged. ina fea, 0 
iniguities, as, well as. calamit ties, at sshnetiale ais L 





thei Doi “Poul of sanity ipebiris be Poall Wend Be. 
Thus here again, faith manifelts itfelf more clearly, ton. 
gether with ‘its. kindred affections of. hope and biden 
which, like three graces, join their hands, and: by an... 
infeparable: union fupport each other... You, havefaith. ; 
in the 4th vere, there i is forgivencfs with thee ; hopei ith. 
the 5th, J wait for the Lord, my foul doth wait; and in, 
thy word do | hope. Charity in the 7th and 8th, tr te "a 
he does i in a moft benevolent manner i invite all. Ifrael to» 
a communion of. the fame: faith and hopes, and i inor 
der to. confirm. them more abundantly, does.in a moft.. 
animated mapner. proclaiin: the riches of, the divine, St ae 
nignity =. = Such i is the . ‘compofition. of. this. exeellent, 4 
prayer, ¥ which thus: compounded, like a pillar oft. ae a 
. matic. Smoke, from, myrrh, frankincenfe,. and. eVETY. Om... 


ther. mot. fragrant. perfume, »afcends, grateful . tothe... 
throne of God. And this you-may-take. inftead of the ox 
Analyfis. of the, remaining verfess which to, handle. by: an. 
more minute. diffeion of. words, and to. clothe insthe 

trite phrafes. of the fchools, to fpeak freely, would. be 
as barren and ufelefs as itis. caly. and puerile: And in. — 
deed I cannot but form the fame judgment of the com- 


mon way of ‘catching at a multitude of obfervations — 


* 
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fro an Tepe; and’of preming it wiith VieTeed as 
‘reniatks wéte to be eftimated By inainber rathér tial’ 
eight; prop jety and’tfe. ‘But’ here Tet’ ev every one’'fol- t 
Loe tn a and ‘taftey for we are’ Willing ton 
gitte the Hiberty' we’ = Peis diaries ts petinyfie bi 
-, eiffim.” PRI Ae OF ER SEAM IO RS OL: 
‘Out of ‘the depihs. } oO! I the chase power Br. dint 45 
virkebeitehs which ‘lives and’ breathes i in the midtt ‘Of the 
waves; it which’ it may’ be plunged, but cannot be furike~ 
under’ ‘any of the hugeft billows; but yaifes” itfelf, ol 
the'foul in'Which’it refides, and emerges and fwims a- 
- Pove AIL Gena be aedwritos, (like cork which will fill sa! 
above ' water) ‘having thi§ in ‘common with that’ ‘divine ~ ‘ 
love, of which’ Solomon ‘peaks i ih his fong, ‘that “many fi 
waters cannot ‘gilench it "Whatever great thifgs’ ‘the: 
Stoies ‘fay fpeak of their Wife’ men, ‘and ‘whatever all 
philofophy 1 ‘may fay of fortitude,” it is diviné faith that: 
truly and heartily ‘petfornis all; by “which thé’ good — 
- man, ‘though ftript’ of every help and comfért, wraps 
himfelf up as it were, not in his own virtue and ftrength, ; 
but‘in that of God } ‘and hence it is that he canhot Be 
conquered’ by'any tyranny, by any ‘threatenings, by any 
calainities of life,’ ‘by any fear of death; for’he leans — 
upon omnipotence. ‘The Lord, fays he, is my light. and 
my faloation, whom hall I fear; the Lord is the ftrength — 
of my Hife, ¥ whom Seal Tbe afraid. ‘Let war arife, let 
the” ‘enemy ‘meéafure ‘out his tents ‘againft me, I, fays” 
faith} am fecure under the foadow w of the if igh, and = 
embracing him T'will fear nothing." | 
“Weuhive here the Pialtitt crying ‘with 
Lz 









confidence 


7 


deed, and, as we fay, literally, in the deprhi, and in‘ 





his faith, than the fea itfelfj than the bowels’of the fith, 
‘or any other depth into which he’ might ‘be eaft, as he 
“was not entirely free from blame, but with the inter. 
‘mingling guilt of his own perverfenels ; 3 yet, ‘among 
all thefe” difcouragements, his faith is ‘not {wallowed 
up, F have cried unto thee in “my ‘di ifprefe, and ‘from the 
‘very belly of bell. Thou hast cast me into the deep; and 
“all thy waves “were going: ‘over me. So that T might 
‘truly fay, ‘i am cast out from iby fight, yet at ‘the fame 
‘time T faid, - will look again toward the ‘yemple' of thy 
holinefs. T'went downto the root and ‘cavern \of the 
‘mountains, ‘the abyfs furrounded me}; ‘yet: lwhen « “my 











“foul was thus “overwhelmed within ? me, I remembered the 


“Lo rd. You’ have, amiong” ‘others, an excéllefit' examn- 
‘ple’ ‘of faith i in ‘David, 1 Sam. xxx. “when'the invading 









“enemy had burnt Ziklag, had carried thé womnent Cap. 





- ‘tive, and the people in the madnefs’ OF their rage’and 
‘grief, fj yeak ® “of F ftoning’ David’ himfelf; ‘yet befjeged 
with all thefe mifeties, he: ‘strengthens bimjelf in the 

“Lord bis God. Nox can any thing have‘greater® depth 
iid ea eae than that expreflion of Job, Thoigh' De flay 

me, ‘yet will F trust in him; not only wher’ fainting and 
dying, but’ while | expiring, as it were; 6f the° wound 

which Thad received from the hand of ‘God’ himfelf, 
yet will I ‘hope for life and falvation ‘from’ that very 
hand which has given me death, and in the jaws of 
death would fend out this laft word with the laft breath, 
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‘out of dead": “Behold alfo the prophet Jonah i’ 


‘circumfance which might have é'preater efficacy to fhake 


sy 


‘ = 
x \ 
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and; with my departing foul, « bites Not, 0. Lord, 
sone that: trufteth i mthees fy, .049¢ - git ik. 
=v Noris., this confidence of, ai pious nok: an. opinion 
fyu@uating among the waves, or a light, conjecture that . 
_ at fhall raife its head above. them, but a certain _ firm 
and. infallible affurance, -  That:is a. vulgar. 2 nd. weak 
-word.of comfort, , “ To-morrow may be better than 
vto-day.*” : But the language of divine faith i Is ftronger 
-and. firmer,, even. when deep calls unto deep, and. moft 
icertainly. determines that it will not be in. vain: And 
therefore, i in the xii. Palm, not dubious and tremb- 
ding, but with a fheady. voice, he filences all the noily 





-tumults, of “anagitated t mind, and fays, Repofe thyfelf Of. 


Got, for Leal pill pra ife bim, or, as it may be render- 
ed, Lam, going to praife. him, q. d. * Amidft all thofe ; 
tempets. which rage aboutme, I am thinking. of that 
hymn, of ipraife which I fhall pay to him. for my ‘ deli- 
<verance, and for the happy. exit out of all my, forrows,” 
“Though. at prefent we have nothing i in fight but dark. 
mnefs,. and..whirlwinds, and rocks, and, the raging foam- 
ing fea, let.the) fkill and. power.of the great Pilot be Op- - 
pofed 1 to. all thefe....And what the Pfalmitt fays elfe- 
awhere.of failors,.may evidently be applied to. thofe who 
go down, into this fea, they. gain this by. their. dangers, 
that. they, fee,the works. of this great Pilot i in the abyfs, 
and.contemplate thefe wonders in the deep. And he 
who gives himfelf up to, his care, and fixes his eye and 
~ hope wholly on him, though he be, or rather feem to 
ks thipwrecked, and: lofe all his aati yet if he does 
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not. make foipwreck of. Jaiths he lofes nothing thatsis 


properly, his own. . Nay,,when he is {wallowedupin 


the abyfs. of death, he: does: not. perith: » but! fwims 
through it to, the farther. hore ‘of eternity; where’ he 
finds a banquet, a palace prepared for hims and a king- 
dom that cannot be moved, but remains to. endlefs: ages. 

I cried, Prayer isthe natural and genuine voice 
of the children of God, and asthe Latin word Oratia 
properly fignifies articulate {peech, as: it» diftinguifhes 
‘man from other animals, fo in. this other ‘fignification 
it exprefles that by which the godly arediftinguifhed 


fromthe reft of mankind, It is the propervidiom:of 


the-citizens,of heaven > Others may recitefome words — 
-of prayer, but they do not pray.: As parrots.arid other 
birds by the induftry of | their teacher, may .learn to. 
imitate human: voices, yet they donot {peak, there’ is 
fomething wanting in all their:moft dkilful:chattering, — 
_ which is the very thing that is alfo wanting inthe lan- 
guage of moft that are faid to pray, -and that is mind 
and-meaning,-affe€tions correfpondent to the words, or 
rather to. which:the words-may ‘conform, as to their 
original. caufé, sand of which they may be:the: ‘tre in- | 
dex, and fign: ‘The: fpirit of this world:knaws:nothow 
to pray, nor idoes a fpirit of adoption;and liberty know 
how to: forbear praying; the /pirit of adoption, fays 
the Apoftle, by which we cry Abba Father 3 nor can 
they who are new born by. that {pirit, live without fre- 
quent prayer. Prayer is to them, as the natural and 
neceflary refpiration of that new and divine life, as . 
Lam. iii. 56. turn not away from my breathing, the He- 


ee 
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“brew wotdhere made ule of lee 
fies thevwitaltefpination of arilmals. !' Yerenotwithttand- 





| cing tall: thisy what we faid ‘above.is true,-and evidently 


Sfappeats fromthe paflage before: sag, tharafli@ion often 
-gadds.vigour:td prayersy:how lively and’affiduous foever 


-.@they. may ‘have’been before. “Let it be'foy that ‘prayer os 


ods) thewnatural language of believing: foulsj»by» which 


othey daily <addrefs. theirheavenly Father, yet. when 


catheyaré ‘preffed: with any uncommon ‘pain ‘or :danger, 
ogtis nodeéfs:natural,: that: this: voice: fhould'be' louder 


-thamordinary, and fhould be raifed intoa ery; qitisin- 


‘* .deed'the breath of faith, and: heavenly affeQions, "and 


ee ‘when: they»are vehemently preffed: by any-burden; ‘and 


»calmoftsexpiring under ‘it; ‘they “breathe cquicker; than 


ovbeforé, and with greater effort.’ ‘Thus they ywhovhave 


«been ‘ufed:to! the greateft heights of daily devotion; yet 


in farrounding calamities pray more fervently and more 


-oftequently:than-ordinary,:dnd:this -isoto»be numbered 
‘uamongithe chief ‘benefits attending ‘affliGtions yeand it 
-owouldfurely beewell worth our while to: experience 
«call the hardeft prefluresiof them, if we may-eain this; 
cithat the Jangours and flothy’ and: ftupidity, into: which 
wour-minds:and our fouls.are ready! infenfiblyto» fink, 


vowhileiall'is calmiand ferene ‘about us; may:be*happily 


-yfhakem,off. by fomething, which the world may call an 
- sunhappy’event.. "That fome more violent!guft- of wind 
omayofansthe dacred flame, that feems:almoft-extinguith- 
édj andcblow “it up* into! greater ‘ardour. «It will be 
happy for us, that-with the Pfalmitt-we thould fome- 
Aimes fink in deep waters, that fo -we who in profperity 


(heitbisphoperly figni- 


IY 24 


382. i MEDITATIONS VERS. 
do but whifper or mutter out)our » prayers; may from 
the depths ery aloud unto bim\\Q how. frequently-and 
how ardently did David pray in’ ‘the defarts, and ‘the 
caves, and it'is he who here cries out of thedeep; and’ 
perhaps thefe deep recefles*are thofe’ fromm ‘which: he 
was now crying ; but when fecure amidft the eafe and 
delights of the court,and walking at. leifure on his 
houfe ‘top was tempted by ‘his’ own wandering eyes, 
_and having intermitted ‘the fervour’ of prayer, burnt 
with impure fires. © Our vows are cruel to ourfelvesy if 
they demand nothing but gentle zephyrs and flowery 
fields, and calin repofe,:as the lot of our life; for thefe 
pleafant things often prove the moft: ee ; 
to our nobler *and*dearer lifes: i) sie Isdt od stock 
Oh! how true is that faying, ‘ that faittol ‘is fafe 
when in danger, and in danger, when) fecure! and 
prayer fervent in ftraits, but in joyfal and profperous 
circumftances, if not quite cold and dead, at -leaft 
lukewarm.” Oh! happy ftraits, if they hinder ‘the 
mind from flowing forth upon earthly objects,» and 
mingling itfelf with the mire, if they: favour our cor- 
refpondence with heaven, and quicken our love to-cée- 
leftial objects, without which, what we>call: i my 
more properly deferve the name of deaths {© 5 sh. 


Noe A DHT 
f 


Ver. 2. Lord hear my voice, let bint ears: be attentive 
to the voice of my fupplications. ib 


x 


“WE fee that he was not only in earneft, which 
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comparatively: few. that | pray *arey but thatihis defires. 
were/ vehement, :and kindled into a’ flame, which is the 
tafe ofiyet fewer.» o The fmoke of the incenfe’ will not 
rife to heaven, unlefs itcbe kindled on the altar ;- and. 
hence itis that a great partof our prayers vanifh like 
an‘empty found,: and are’ diffipated in the air. Nor is 
it wonderful, as we have. elfewhere obferved; that thefe 
petitions: ‘donot afcend, which hardly go out; that: go" 
not forth from the depth of ‘the breaft,' and: therefore 
they rife notcon high, butvare» born and’ die/upon the 
lips;candvhow fhould: they live when: they shave no 
principle of life, neither the conftancy of faith nor the 
loveof»zeal:?:. And if he who afks timoroufly; fo much 
more he that afks with ; cold indifference, mayifeem to 
befpeak: ‘a denial: © 4 ret IST, Pacowg work Lait 
It is:not the much fpeaking and the vain repetition | 
condemned in the gofpéel,’ to redouble the-fame*words 
again and lagain, provided it’be notifromy-want!of:care 
and affection, but if on the contrary,(it proceed’from. 
the vehemence and exuberance of it. ‘The great Apof- 
tle tells us, that he. befought the: Lord: thrice, :and: the 
Lord of the Apofile, and our Lord; prayed imthe garden 
againand again, Speaking the fame: words: “He that 
pours out his’ words, | inattentive to what: hes: about, 
feems to me to pray long, if he utters but two fenten- 
ces, though his words be ever fo few, and well chofen, 
yet is he himfelf foolif and\verbofe... For::what can 
be more foolifh than the empty noife even of the beft 
words, when they exprefs nothing of the mind? But 
he who continues long in prayer, and urges the fame 
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petitions again and again; burfting out from the: fervour’ 
of an inflamed brealt, he, truly, prays ‘in a vivid and 
folid manner, and in a manner. moft acceptable to God: y’ 
and what Fabius fays of his orator, may with great pro- 
priety be applied to him, Pectus eff, quod di ifertum facit, 
ét vis mentis, it is the heart, and the energy: of the ae 
_ that makes a man truly eloquent. © aH Db ah 
Hear: me.) ‘The great Author of nature: bad of all’ 
things, does nothing in. vain, he inftituted not this law,” 
and if I may fo exprefs it, art of praying, as a vain and’ 
infignificant thing, but endows it witha wonderful ef-'. 
ficacy, for producing the greateft and happieft confe.’ 
quences. » He would have it to be the key by which all 
the treafures of heaven fhould be opened, he'has con-'; 
Strudted it as a powerful machine, by which:we may’ 
with eafy and pleafant labour, remove from us» the - 
moft dire and unhappy machinations of our enemy,’ 
and may with equal eafe draw to ourfelves what is moft™ 
propitious and advantageous.. Heaven and earth and 
all the elements obey and minifter to’the hands which’ 
are often lifted up to heaven in earneft prayer.’ Yea’ 
all the works, and which is yet more and greater, all: 
the words of ‘God obey it. Well known in the facred ' 
Scriptures are the examples of Mofes and Jofhua 5 and’ 
which: James v. 17. particularly mentions’ of Ebijah,~ 
whom he exprefly calls éxsomabis, @ man fubje? to” like? 
infirmities with ourfelves, that he might illuftrate the 
admirable force of prayer, by the common’and human 
weaknefs of the perfon, by:whom it was offered. » And 
that Chriftian, legion under® Antoninus ‘is well‘ known: 
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and july delebrated, which for the fingular ardour 
and: efficacy: of ‘its’ prayers, obtain oy ‘name of 
iépbovdiaohas; the thundering legion. ¥ 

_ olteistrue!indeed, that~our defires’ aul << are 
penne our tongues are entirely filent, 
and that-He has a paternal regard to all our. concerns 3 _ 
nor do we: utter our petitions to him, as:if he were ig- 
novant or negligent’ of our’ heceffities’ and defires, for 
we well’ know that he fees and hears every thing, 7" 
2007 maser’ twoxtew Ttis alfo true that his counfels are 
all fixed:and:immoveable, but it can by no’ means be — 
inferred from: thefe premiffes, that the bufinels of 
prayer is vain and néedlefs ; :and if any one would re- 
prefent:thefe’ things as fupéerfeding prayer, furely he 
deceives:himfelf, and by all his reafonings would make 
out nothing, unlefs it were to convict himfelf of a vaft 
ingratitude:to ‘the divine! munificence, and a moft’ 
fhameful unworthinefs of fo: excellent a gift. 

‘Ought not this intercourfe of *men with God by 
prayer, tobe’ moft revérently and gratefully received 
and €ultivated by all, and numbered among the chief 
favours-of the’ divine, and dignities of the human na- 
ture?» And'truly this, as much as any thing that can 
be imagined, is a: lamentable argument of the ftupidity 
of man, in this fallen ftate, that fuch an honour is fo ~ 
little regarded. Opportunities of converfing with no- 
_ bles or princés of the earth, are rare-and fhort; and — 
if a man’ of inferior {tation be admitted to fuch a fa- 
vour, he glories in it, as if he were raifed to heaven ; 
though they are but images made of the fame clay with 

vag 
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himfelf, and:only fet upon:a bafis a little: higher°than 
the reft ; But’ the liberty of daily and free converfe 
with the King of heaven is negleGted for: every trifle, 
and indeed is-counted as: nothing, though his: very af- 
pect alone fills fo many. upaiacan of bleffed’ ea above 
with full-and perpetual felicity... i 

. Again, is it not moft pSifonshle! to: uedkd hats 
we she fpiritual facrifice of: prayer, ‘his infinite power and. 
goodnels, ‘and that moft providential care by which he 
3 governs all human affairs ?:;. And when our very being 
and life,depend. upon. him,» and all the comfort and 
happinefs of life, how congruous is it to exhibit this 
fign and token: of his holding us by the hand, and of 
our being borne up by him ?.: Again, what {weeter les _ 
nitive! of all \thofe miferies «with which mortal life-fo. 
-_ continually abounds, can be invented, than this; to-_pour 
out all our:care:and trouble into his bofom,'as that of | 
a moft:faithful friend and affeCtionate father?’ Then 
does the:good man lay ‘himfelf down: to “fleep with 
fweet compofure, in the midft of waves and f{torms,. 
when he:has lulled: all the care and forrows of his heart 
to, fleep, by pouring: out ‘his prayer to God. - And 
once more; ‘how pleafantisit, that thefe benefits, which’ 
_ arevof foi great 'a-value both on their own account, and’ 
that-of the divine benignity from whence’ ‘they come, 
thould. be delivered into our hands, markéd‘as ipwere 
with. this: grateful aeons ‘That ek aif season 
tained by prayer 2 : . : 

~ Hear,:O.Lord.]° It is certain’ pat the greater’ part 
of men, as they babble out vain, languid ‘and ‘ineffica-’ 
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cious’ prayersy emoft - ‘unworthy ‘the: ear of ‘the’bleffed 
‘God; fo they feem in fome degree to fet a juft eftimate 
_upon them, neither hoping for any fuccefs from them, 

nor indeed {¢eming to be at all folicitous about it, but © 

committing them. to ‘the wind, as vain words, which in 
truth they are. But far be it from a> wife “and pious’ 
man, that he fhould fo foolifhly and coldly trifle in fo 
ferious an affair; his prayer has a certain tendency and 
{cope, at which: he aims with affiduous and repeated 
defires,. and doth not only pray that he may pray, but 
that he may obtain an anfwer : And as he firmly be- ; 
lieves that it may be obtained, fo he firmly, and con- 
ftantly, ‘and’ eagerly urges his petition, that he may 
not flatter himfelf with an empty hope} for it cannot 

be, that any. pious and reafonable defire fhould be di- 

rected. toward the throne of God in vain, fince he has 

“been. pleafed to.aflume it among his titles, that he is a | 

God hearing prayer. . And.certainly, though the good 

man does not always obtain the very thing that he afks, 

yet,pureand right petitions never afcend in vain; but 
he.who prefents them, either obtains the thing he afks, 
or. receives, inftead of what is pleafing, what is truly 
profitable, and inftead of the things that he wifhes for, 
thofe that, are upon the whole the fitteft and beft, and 
that 4 in the: fitteft-and beft'time: Therefore the vehe- 
mence; of prayer is to'be attempered with patience and 
long-fuffering expedtation.. ‘We: often’ put’ ourfelves 
as it were out of breath with the eagernefs:of {peaking 
and. are, prefently weary; if, wedo not immediately ob- 
tain our requeft... Our prayers ate often: like thofe of 
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_the-damfel. »who danced before: Herod, Twill. that thou : 
i prefently give me this or that: whereas. he. that prays 
fervently, urges this, that God would: make hatte to 
help-him;, but in. the mean time’ as he believes, will 
mot, make hafte, nor will he fuffer, if the delay be ever 
+ fo long, that a fpeech like that of the impious king of 
» Ifrael fhould.efcape him, » This. evil is of the Lord, ‘and 
why foould I wait. for: the fagpne any page 252 See 
Wh BB.) Gig dacg 
But O! | how, paps tye is it, Won fouls sade 
“fo pure a God, fhould be purged from all the earthly 
» dregs of impure affections. _ Moft true is that oracle of 
» the. Plalmitt, If [ regard iniquity in my heart, the: Lord 
will not hear my prayers The hands) muft be: wathed 
_« in innogence before they can be lifted up to him with 
® Sopeaipales - Draw near to God; fays the Apoftle James, 
and he will draw.near to you ; but in order to this, he 
fubjoins, Cleanfe your hands, ye finners, and purify. your 
hearts ye:hypocrites, ox. ye double-minded, who are the 
‘impureftiof all. Thefe things we only, briefly fuggeft, 
but] befeech you, my dear-charge,) that:ye embrace 
-this divine ftudy, that you labour to obtain this| facred 
arty which isthe beft and only way of being enriched 
with all the moft valuable bleflings, even. thofe: ofa 
_celeftial origin and tendency.. O think, it is nothing 
unpleafant, nothing low. and contemptible, to. which 
_ you are now invited; .om the contrary, that there’ is 
' -nothing more delightful, nothing more fublime,:than 
to meditate.upon heavenly objeéts, to converfe with 
God, and-from thence toimbibe).a contempt of: this 
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«Jowsand tranifitory world, to be:raifed aboveall:perith- 
> ing enjoyments, and to 'talte the puigibooss ‘of ‘that 
€ opae life irfelf, Or Iedt 210) 2304 Me) oe 
. But how acca foever: ths Jprecepts Pe this divine 
acy may be delivered, none will effectually receive 
“them, unlefg:they are taught the {kill by:God himfelf. 
We muft pray that we may be able'to pray, and draw 
as it were from that fuperior academy, that faculty of 
pure and pious {peech which flies as with a fwift, ready 
and natural motion to heaven from whence it came, 
and brings down with it the moft precious gifts into 
the bofom of the perfon that utters itz: And by the 
ack it isa moft certain truth, that the greatett. bleflings | 
are much more eafily obtained from the Great GOD, 
decker is fo munificent in’ his gifts, than others of a 
meaner nature ; fo that it were an argument of a low 
Saal abject mind, not to afk fomething ‘noble and ex- 
cellent, covet earneftly the beft gifts, inthis fenfe, If 
_ qweafk only things of a low and trifling nature, unwor- 
‘thy: fuch a giver, he may anfwer as a Prince did, 
»$¢ Thefe are not royal gifts,” 2@aciano x3 dip: But if 
»we afk thofe things that are moft precious and valuable, 
grace and glory, there will be no room to fear that 
«denial, & 24pdmio 7 aiuue, it is not fit for a man to re- 
‘ogeiveit, Jf you who are evil know: bow to give good 
‘gifts to your children, how much more your beavenly Fa- 
other? Surely he is goodnefs itfelf, and he only. gives 
whatis'gdod ; and the better thofe things are that we 
‘afk, the more freely and ‘chearfully does he beftow 
‘them; and you know Luke, repeating the fame fpeech, 
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exprefles it, by faying, He /ball give. the oly Spiripte | 
them -that afk it; than:which: pen mnone snails « can 
be either defired or beftowed. rd ote dea) ais 
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Ver 8. 5 IF se Lord, Souldt en ‘nit 0. Pies 
cnet, ball dass? 2 Sa Be org aid med bas 
‘igh _ AMONG all the virtues. which are neceflary to 
offer-up our prayers with acceptance, none afcend with 
greater. velocity, and rife higher, than that very humi-. 
lity, which caufes them, as. it’ were, to ~defcend the: 
deepeft of all :, Nor is there any more undubitable ar=, 
gument of humility, than, a, confcience which. groans) 
under the burden of its.own fin. and guilt, among. all. 
the, abyls of calamities,’ crying  efpecially from: this: 
depth. And thus we fee the Plalmift, while:he i ins. 
volves all.other evils, how great foever they might, bes, 
under one: common title, fixed upon this, to,expatiate 
“upon it at-large, Af thou, Lord, foouldft, mark, iniquities,: es 
&c.. Thus, if any one defires to mount more readily: 
and ‘more favourably from. the. depth of ‘calamity, let, 
him cry. from. this depth of .profound humility, and. 
plead a penitent fenfe of fin.:: For though. of all, imagi«) 
nable. depths, that of fin be the moft remote from the. 
moft high and. moft holy God, yet the depth. of the. 
humble foul, depreffed, under the. weight of; fin,» is, 
‘nearelt of. all:to:the deep: bowels of divine mercy,; ‘fo: 
that the words of the Pfalmift may not improperly. be: 
accommodated to, this, thoaghpin: a fenfe. dopering: 


vERS ON PSALM Ckxx. BOF 
| different from that which in their connexion they bear, 
— deep callsunto deep, and’ by an harmonious kind ‘of an- 3 
tiphony, if I may be allowed the expreffion, they do 
moft mufically anfwer to each other. 
-, One might have been ready perhaps to imagine, 
from the vehemence with which he begins his addrefs, 
and from his groanings as it were, fo>thick and" fo 
fhort, that he was fomething of a bold petitioner, and 
that’he had fome confidence in himfelf; that he pre- 
famed to knock as it were fo often and fo loud at the 
door of divine mercy. But what he here adds plainly 
fhews, ‘that this was far from being the cafe; “ Hear 1 me, 
O'Lord; hear me; and I urge the requeft, becaufe: né-’ 
ceflity prefles‘urgently upon mé. Not ‘that I am) or 
judge myfelf to be one who can merit’ thine affiftance,’ 
but that I’ ftand in fuch’ need. 6f it, that if it'be not! 
granted me, I muft perifh.’ So far am'I from being, 
or appearing to myfelf worthy of thy help, that behold’ 
Lam overwhelmed with fin more than with forrows.’ 
Itis free mercy that T'invoke, and I befeech thee, that’ 
in order to thy hearing the voice of ‘my ‘prayer, thou 
-wouldft ‘not hearken to the cry of my fins. “Wath 
away thé one, that thou mayeft gracioufly: finile upon 
the other; for, If thou, Lord, fhouldft mark iniquity, — 
who could fand.”’ Intimating, that if he were drawn’ 

out’ of the other depths, yet if his fins continued unres’ 
htsed) he’ could find ‘no place on which 'to ftand ; 3 yea, a 
if it were poffible ‘for him’in that cafe to ‘fly away, and” 
hide himfelf, yet he ‘would ‘rather plunge himifelf i into” 
thele depths again, and’ would rather’ be,’ ‘as it “were, 
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buried’and loft in floods of the greateft calamities, thart 
meet the more dregaiab — of the divine anger and 
indignation: Ie HIRT ION He va bedstoot tone 2269 
~But:this humble aiatianpcicid of *his) own ‘uns © 
worthinefs and pollution, is fo ‘far from being incon- > 
fiftent withthe pious confidence of prayer, that it is. 
not only congruous, but even as it were congenial to it, 
and infeparable; fo as to be moft agreeable. to that - 
great: King’ whom it addreffes. Humility and: contri. > 
tion of heart is often thought by men to be the mark > 
ofa low and abject mind, and as fach is often:defpifed - 
by them, but nothing is more honourable in the. fight! 
of God. “ He, fays Auguftin*, will bow down his: 
ear, if thou doft not lift up thy neck.” There is:cers 
tainly no more efficacious method of fupplicating! and.) — 
obtaining grace, than to doit, if E may~ fo. fpeak,-/ub ~~ 
forma pauperis, confefling and: pleading our poverty.’ » 
He finds the. moft eafy accefs in the court, of heaven - 
who meets the moft frequent repulfes on-earth.. Nay, 
if I may fo exprefs myfelf, the heavenly court fits and . 
refides in him. The two chief temples and: palaces: of 
the great King are that pea, thrice holy place in. 
the third heaven, and the humble and: contrite/heart | 
upon earth. The beft manner of praying therefore: is: 
that which is made up of faith, fear and humility. ‘By 
the equal libration of thefe wings, the foul mounts om . 
high, while that of fear does not fink too! low, nor that 
of confidence rife too hight. By thefe. we are = aally 
; * Inclinat aurem Deus, fi tu.non erigis cervicem. 


* Oratio timida ccelum non attingit, temeraria’ refilit,- et vi fua 
franeitur. Bernard. 
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and early'to foar to God,:and care mult be taken that: 
-thefe. wings of the foul be not’ dragged. down by ex+) 
cefs, nor feorched by luft, nor clogged and glued to» ’ 





- gether;-as it were, by covetoufnefs, or any’ other ter- 


rene and vilcid affection. But let us now alittle more. 


particularly fee what this confeffion of the Prophet was, 


Uf thou;Lord, fhould? mark iniquity, O Lord} who 
could ftand. | An uninftru&ed and uncautious reader « 
might perhaps imagine, that the Pfalmift was here feek- 
ing for refuge in a crowd, and defirous of fheltering 
himfelf under the common lot of human nature; at: 


_ Jeaft that he would endeavour to find fome low excufe’ 


for himfelf, in the mention of its univerfal degeneracy. » 
But-the defign of the facred writer is far different from» 


- . this:: He confeffes that whatever he, or any other pers 


fon, ona tranfient and inattentive glance, may imagine » 
of his'innocence, yet when'the eye of the mind is di-) 
reéted inward \in a ferious and fixed manner, then he 

fees the fum: and bulk: of his fins to be fo immenfely* 
_ great, that he is even ftruck into aftonifhment by it; 


- fo that‘he finds himfelf befet as it were on Acdece 


with: armed troops, which cut off all poffibility of ef. | 
_ cape; otherwife than by flying to divine mercy, and to” 
the freedom of pardoning grace. He perceives himfelf 
unable to’ bear the examination of an awakened con-” 
feience, exércifing itfelf in impartial felf-refleGtion, and | 
arguing from thence how much lefs he would be able” | 
’ to endure the ‘penetrating eye and ftri& ferutiny of the 
divine juftice ; he cries out, as it were, in horror and 
amaa under an. apprehenfion of i it, If thous Lord, | 

SB 
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Shouldft. “angle Dou &c.. He fees. himfelf, over- 
whelmed with crimes, held at bay, as it, were, by his 
fins of every fide, which. roar around him like fo many 
favage creatures juft.ready to devour, him: And he 
that, does not fee this to be his own cafe, is either al- — 
moft blind, or lives abroad, and never defcends into 
his own breatt. . Grofs offences alone {trike the eye 
of our fellow creatures; but when we ferioufly confi- 
der that wwe have to do with an all-feeing Judge, who 
looks, at once. through every covering, and fees the | 
moft fecret recefles of our hearts, who confiders not 
only what may be concealed, from men, but even from 
ourfelyes, fovas mott. clearly to difcover,every. the leaft 
tain and: fpeck. of our. inmolt foul, and. whofe infinite 
holinefs mutt alfo abhor it: Is it poffible that any one 
 fhould be fo infatuated, as in fuch.a view ftill to retain 
a falfe and foolith. conceit, of his own innocence? It 
cannot be doubted, that they who daily and accurately 
furvey 1 themfelves and their own. hearts, though they 
- may indeed efcape many of thofe evils which the gene- 
rality of mankind, who live as it were by chance, fall 
into, yet in confequence of that very. care and ftudy, 
fee fo much the more clearly their own impurity, and 
contract a greater abhorrence of themfelves, and a 
_ more reverend dread of the divine judgments. And 
it is certain that the holier any one is, the viler ‘will he 
be in his own eyes; andI may alfo add, the viler he is 
in his own eyes, the more dear, precious and honour- 
able will he be in the fight of God. But where is the 
heart, yea, I may fay, where is the forehead of the ges 
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, nevality’ sbpldaanna?! ‘who boaft of it as if it were fome 
great matter to be free from the’ infamy of the moft 
atrocious crimes? Have the ey not ‘continually the re- 
“ward of this’ their egregious virtue? “I have not 
committed murder and robbery.—You are not gibbet- 
éd for the food of crows’ and ravens *.”” But they 
who bring'the whole of their conduét, their deeds and 
their words, the glances of their « eye, and all the inward 
workings of their affections, and examine them ‘by the 
| pure and {trait rule of the divine law, fo as'to perceive 
how 1 ‘imany’ and how great errors attend | every” moft 
éatitious day; and they who feel how wavering and 
“weak their faith i is, how luke-warm at leaft, if not how 
cold, their piety and charity, how ardent their love of 
this world {till continues, how untamed the flefh, how 
unguarded ‘the fenfes, how unbridled the affections, 
how attentive their hearts to trifles, while in prayer, fo 
light and fo wandering; they, I fay, who perceive and 
reflect on this, with what poignant grief, with what 
overwhelming fhame muft they be feized, and how 
earneftly and’ how juftly will they cry out, If thou, 
Lord, fhouldst mark iniquity, who could stand ? 

j if thou foouldst mark. | If thou fhouldft enquire and 
ferutinize, and then fhouldft retain and impute, for the . 
Hebrew word imports both. Ifthou fhouldft enquire, 
thou wouldft find fomething of iniquity in the moft 
righteous of mankind, and when thou haft found it, ~ 
if thou fhouldft retain it, and call him to an account 
: for it, he could by no means free esis of the charge, 


* Fortum non feci. Non pafcis in cruce corvos. 


: YS Siok 


"696 " -ZeMenirwrvons: VER. S, 


‘or expiate hecrine.? “Enquiting thow’ wouldft veafily 
- © find iniquity, but he bythe moft diligent’ enquiry 
would ‘be’ able’ to difcover’ no ranfom, and therefore 
“will be ‘unable to ftand) ‘will have no’ place ‘on which to 
fet his foot, but will fall by the irrefiftible: iio seca 
ghd thy law, ‘and fentence of thy juftices © bors 5 
-There ‘have been great difputes one way and ano- — 
‘ther about ‘the merit of good works; but’I truly'think — 
they who have laborioufly engaged in them have been 
very idly, though very eagerly, employed ‘about: no- 
“thing. Since the more fober of the fchoolmen them- 
- {elves acknowledge there can be no’ fuch»thing-as'me- 
.  yiting from the blefled God, in the human cr to fpeak 
“more accurately, in any’ created nature whatfoever ; 
“nay, fo far from any poflibility of merit, there can be 
no room for reward any otherwife than of the fovereign 
pleafure;-and gracious kindnefs of God : ‘And the more 
“ancient writers when they ufe the word; merit, mean 
nothing ‘by it, but a certain'correlate to’that reward, 
‘which God’ both’ promifes and beftows, of mere grace 
and benisnity ; otherwife in order to conttitute what is 
properly called merit, many things muft concur, which 
no man in his fenfes will prefume to attribute to human 
works, though. ever fo excellent, particularly that the 
thing done muft not’ previoufly be ‘matter of debt, 
and muft be entire or our own att, ‘unaflifted ‘by fo- 
reign aid, it muft alfo be perfetly good, and bear an 
adequate’ proportion to the reward claimed in confe- 
quence of it ;. if all thefe things do not. concur, the act 
cannot: poflibly. arife to-merits.. Whereas I.think no 


» 


! 
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one will.venture, tovaflert that any, one sof thele. can 
ytake:place:in) any human ation whatever... But why 
-» fhould Lenlarge here,» when, sone fingle. circumftance 
»-overthrows. all thofe titles 5-the. moft righteous.of man- 
kind would not be able. to fland,, if his: works were 
weighed in the balance of ftridt juttices, how, muchilefs 
then could, they, deferve that immenfe. glory. which is 
‘mowrin queftion ? Nor is.this. only to. be: denied-con- 


. cerning the wnbeliever and finner,; but concerning: the 
.. xighteous|and pious believer, who is not only free from 


vall the guilt of his former impenitence and rebellion, 
_ ‘but-endowed with the gift of the Spirit. .‘The interro. 
-gation here exprefles the| moft vehement negation, and 
“hgnifies that. no, mortalin whatever degree hess placed, 


cif; he be, called to the ftri& examination of) divine. jul 


fice, without daily and.repeated forgiveness, could be 
able to. keep his ftanding, and much lefs, could hearife 
_ to,that-glorious height. |, “That merit, fays Bernard, — 
_gn. which my hope relies, confifts in thefe three things, 
the love, of,adoption, the truth of the promife,, and the 
power: of its performance *,’?,. This is the, threefold 

agord which cannot be broken. [ 
Ve et de ge shies is jaca sinh thers tgs chet 
ss ease de, adios 
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“THIS j is the Seinios padctend of divine grace, it 


* Meritum, cui innititur {pes mea, tribus hifee conftat, charitate 
itdoptionis, veritate promiffionis, et poteftate redditionis. 
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_ firft, demands’ amind void of alliconfidence’in itfelf ; 
that fo itsmay be filled with a» pure: and entire truft in 
~ God, for though that blisd:félfconfidence, which is fo 
natural to us, be flatulent and empty, yet while it pof- 
feffes. the mind, it is, as it were, blown up by ‘it, and 
that {welling thakes off every thing more folid, and pre- 
vents its accefs even when it feems to furround us on. . 
every fide. Yea, it feems that the riches and: magni- 
ficence of divine grace cannot with fo much’ decency 
communicate itfelf, when it is, as it were ftraitened by’ 
‘the receiver, for fince it‘is fo gréatas to be able to All 
every. thing, it requires a free and ample fpace, in which 
to dilate itfelf. . He, who in the firft originaloof the’ 
new. born world, brought all things out of nothing,’ 
adts like himfelf in the regeneration and reftoration of - 
mankind to holinefs, the holy Spirit finds‘nothing but 
Tohu va Bobu, nothing but what is without’ form and 
void, and whoéver of mankind perceives and’ acknow-" 
ledges thisito be his cafe, may be affured’that the Spirit 
of God already begins to move upon him to impreg-” 
nate the face of the abyfs, and then it is faid concerning” 
them, Let there be light, and there is light, even that | 
light by which they fee themfelves unformed and dark; 
and deftitute of every thing that is good. It isa great” 
fign of a foul beginning to emerge from its mifery, to 
give up every hope of emerging from: it, except that” 
one which arifes from: free..mercy alone, and) in! thig 
fenfe, it may truly be faid, asiit is by the Poets 00 


Una falus miferis nullam fperaré falutem. é ab ilow is 


*& The wretched find fo fafety but ‘defpair,”? 
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i.e.) themfelves, in. their own Kiobteco hfe op! inno- 
cence, their own induftry in fulfilling the law, or any 
expiation they cah.make for the breach of it: Andwhat 
the Apoltle fays of his own danger, may ‘properly e- 
nough be applied to.a confeflion of the foul, preffed. 
under the burden of its own guilt, We had received the 
sentence of death in ourfelves, that we might not trust in 
ourfelues, but in God that raifes the dead.’ For the ex- 
elamation before us bears a remarkable refemblance to: 
- that expreflion, Jf thou, Lord, fhouldst mark iniquity, 
O Lord, who could stand? but there is forgiveness with’ 
thee that thou-mayest be feared. He that from juftice® 
found not‘any ground upon which he might ftand,” 
finds in mercy:a place from which he may rife again,’ 
and. this.is the remedy ‘of all-our grief and diftrefs, and® 
in this fenfe we muft be fick that we may! recover,” 
and mutt die,that we may live. Grace exerts its power, 
where. ‘nature and art and all the excelleney and 
ftrength of human nature fail, nor does any foul céle- 
brate the divine benignity more -fignally than thofe,” 
who are {natched as it wereiout of the flames, when ” 
they are beginning to feize them, and ‘being refeued ’ 
from, the very. jaws of hell, return to life agin id 
breathe.in the land of the living. “« (0 SUI BAS 
That trite diftinion: of fin, into mortal and aig 
which is fo.common among the fchoolmen; i is notonly © 
- vain and deftitute of all fupport from the word of God; 
but is indeed very faulty,'and far from being‘ itfelf-ve- 
nial, well deferves to be exploded. as mortal, for that 
malignant influence which it has upon the morals of 
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men. If the moft open danger of the divine difplea- 
fure, and of eternal death, cannot hinder the’bold race 
of men from rufhing jin relate fo every crime*, 
and breaking all the barriers of duty which God has 
prefcribed them, will it not add great licentioufnels to 
all the crowd and tumult of headftrong defires, when 
fome fins are faid to be by their own nature, and in. 
the whole kind of them, free from the condemning 
fentence of the divine law? But what I here oppofe is 
this, give me the holieft man upon earth, the man who 
of all others ftands at the remoteft diftance, both in the 
affections of his mind, and condué of his life, from 
thofe fins which they acknowledge as mortal, will he | 
not deeply feel his need of daily forgivenefs, from the © 
multiplied pollutions of his daily infirmities? He truly 
accounts no fin little, which is committed againft the 
great and ever-bleffed God, nor any pardon little, which 
he knows to proceed from his infinite grace. Nor will 
he promife himfelf the pardon of the leaft fault which 
he indulges ; nor will he defpair of obtaining a pardon 
of the greateft for which he is truly penitent.’ And 
this is the law of grace. The Poet faid with a great 
deal of juftice, “ That no finner is abfolved-by him- 
felf t,”’ becaufe he is as it were turned informer againit 
himfelf: Yet in another fenfe the finner is abfolved by 
that very felf-accufation, and forrowing for his fins, is 
freed from the guilt of them; for it is not ey any 
| * Audax omnia perpeti 


Gens humana, ruit per vetitum nefas, Hor. 


+ Se indice nemo nocens abfolvitur. 
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meansito be eoneeived, that) any one can tettim into, 
favour ‘with God, unlefs he return ‘to God; nor that: 
any oné cal-return to God, unlefs he renounce every. 
fin, which if he does, thev. are. all» entirely. forgivens, 
and. thofe which he eagerly defires‘to caft behind his 
back, thallnever rife up to condemn him to-his face; 
beforeithe tribunal of the divine juftice. ‘This fentis 
‘ment runs) through all the evangelical difcourfes of the; - 
Prophets, by-which, as fo many heralds, they call a res 
bellious people to return to the allegiance of God their. 
fupreme King, Return ye back/liding children, and I will 
- beab your backflidings. Yea the very Fountain of. 
Grace, the Lord of the prophets, who is himfelf the. 
great Author and Sum of the gofpel doGtrines as foon.. 
as everihe ¢ame forth to publifh this grace, faid, Re- 
pent, for the kingdom of heaven. is at hand. . Nor can. 
any mind: that.is not fallen into utter madnefs and 
complete’ diftragtion; dream-of a pardon, how ample. 
and glorious foever; to be imparted to a finner, that 
will not repent or return; nor.indeed can it fo much 
-as be wifhed. For how unworthy wouldvit. be of the. 
divine Majefty and Wifdom, to throw away fuch pres 
cious graces on thofe who fo obftinately defpife them ¢_ 
But there is forgivenc/s with him, apud illum 5. which is 
added with the utmoft propriety : With him: there is a. 
tredfure of mercy laid up, to be imparted moft freely 
and richly: to every humble finner that applies to him 
for it. Nor is the difpenfing grace in this way, at all 
inconfiftent with the riches and freedom of i it, fince the 
greateft fins, and moft ageravated crimes are. abfolutes 
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dy. forgiven, without any penalty or) fine whatfoever 
impofed upon the offender ;'yet/on this moft reafonable 
and, happy condition; that they who are thus: received 
into. the divine favour, fhould exprefs their. grateful ac- 
knowledgments for it, by love, obedience and. fandtity 
__ of life.; Neither. is) this forgivenefs the lefs free and 
gracious, becaufe Jefus, Chrift\as our Surety.and Rez » 
deemer has,paid the price of it; having been, appointed 
for and.deftined to this great and arduous work by the 
- Father. . For what does that great. Father: of ‘mercies 
herein, buti in order to our complete: difcharge, by-one 
certain and,ever to be admired way, fatisfy: himfelf, of 
his, owns by. faftening. his only begotten Son to: the 
crofs;,,the,repofitory. of this tréafure is.-opened, ‘the 
whole priceiis poured. out at.once, that: great price of - 
xedemption, more precious than all the treafures, than. 
’ all the: mines’ of ‘gold in the world, or even the whole 
world itfelf.,. But they who,anxioufly debate the point, 
whether, God, could fimply and abfolutely: pardon ‘fin 
without. any. price, do, but trifle ;, for whatever! may be 
Sappaled concerning that, who is there that will deny 
that this, way. of the: falvation, of men: which: God: has 
~ chofen, is fo full of ftupenduous myftery, and: fo illuf 
_ trious, if L-may fo {peak, for that trine, and to us:moft 
benign afpect of wifdom, juftice and. mercy, ‘that no- 
thing canbe thought of more worthy the divine ma- 
-jefty, nothing {weeter; nothing more munificent, with 
refpect to unworthy man ; {fo that it will appear Atha- 
nafius fpeaks. very prudently when he faid, “« We 
ought: not in this-matter fo much to confider the abfo- 
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Jute power of God, as’what ‘is moft advantageous to 
man, and what moft worthy: the divine Being *.? 
“It was fit that: our’ wife Creator -fhould give us a 
er and that: law was both ufeful and pleafant to thofe 
‘who would carefully obferve it; but when once violat- 
ed, there would neceflarily. arifea fatal enmity between 
the law and tranfgreffors,.an enmity which would con- 
tinually become progreflive, and gather new ftrength 
in the progrefs; but as for our obftinacy, what is it 
more than apis xtvxpa aaurie», to kick againft the pricks? 
The law is inviolably fafe in its own fantity, dignity 
and immortality ; but we by ftriving againft it, what 
do we gain but iniquity, difgrace and death? So that 
if there were no umpire to interpofe, there would be 
no hope, but that the whole human kind thould perifh. 
But that bleffed and efficacious Interceflor came from 
on high, and certainly he was himfelf a divine Perfon, 
who could compofe fuch a controverfy, and -who join- 
ing by an indiffoluble union, his infinitely better, with 
our miferable and mortal nature, did fo by a moft 
‘wonderful method, render to the law all “its accuracy 
‘of obedience, and to us, though guilty, impunity. . 
- And having thus made peace, that concord might af- 
-‘terwards continue and prevail, he animates all that par- 
take of this bleffed peace, by his own new, pure and 
divine Spirit, that they might not only be engaged fin- 
nei pipe diligently to obferve the facred 
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‘precepts: va the law; but might LonrtheicaertA cur dilly 
oembrace them; and, on: the other hand, he hath tem- 
vopered' the: feverity: of the law. towards: alk thofe, that:are 
esc into favour, that their diligent, pious and: af. 
» feGtionate obfervance of the law, though not ‘entirely 
4 wee fhould by our indulgent Father be moft. gra- 
cioufly accepted, even asif it were perfe&t ; and fo the 
-vhonour of *the divine Legiflator: is fecure’ among men, 
/oand his: peace defcends upon thems and» this is what! 
‘our text obferves, There is fergivenas swish theethat — 
© thou maye/t be feared. ioilot Des 
| Itis well known that the fear of God) is’ iraemels 
biufed.in feripture to fignify, not only the.whole of his 
‘eyworthip, but allpious affections whatfoever 5 and con- 
fequently the \.whole of true religion, ssAnd ofome 
‘tranflate the expreffion here, that thou mayest be ‘rever- 
ently worfpipped: And itis thus ufed with the greateft 
Sopropricty. (olfpeak of that fear which is fo far from de- 
‘ ‘noting thatefervile, hoftile dread and terror which fome — 
5 omight think of, that, on the ‘contrary it) entirely ‘ex. 
«e¢ludes' it; being properly'a reverence tempered with | 
“love:: Yet I-do’ not think that we are to’ exclude all 
dread ‘of punithment | and vindidtive juftice cunderothe 
“oname of a’fervile and difingenuous fears! nay Lappre- ee 
; hend fucha fear to be very neceflary even to‘thofe who 
“-moft ardently love, fo long as they live in the flefh; in 
> erder‘to‘ tame’ and rein' in the petulancy of at yea 
love itfelf places fear as.a kindof bit and bridlé'to:the 
“flefh, -Pfal. cxix. 128. My flefh trembles for fear of 
? oe! and I am afraid of thy judgments, “Heb. xil. i. ult, 


ON. PSALM CXKX. 405 


-usferve,God with réverence\and igodly’foars for our 
headings confuming fires Thisis the fear-which-is:called 
ssthe beginning of wifdomyand marked with: other very 
_-vhigh:titles.of honour ‘in the: facred: feripture 5 50 without 
which ‘we can neither conceive the: beginning: of divine 
-- worfhip ws true sissies mor sina Abe fimaproyement 
‘obithas 2 Rotts ! ~banqunas yfiu@io 
mr: pid Shs holy endin pure Ions is abe ‘pininchd and. fio, 
mary of religion, fo this pardon and) free xemiffion: of 
cagireed is the great foundation and fupport, cof; that fear | 
and religion. As the whole human race is defiled-with 
¥ fins: stheodefpair of pardon,, would entirely drive usiaway 
» from God, and precluding all ways. of returning, would 
plunge. the. offender pearane into. eternal banifhment 
uae eternal hatred. <> eo odo gaenpah 
With thee. is forgivenefs. that se mayest be. feared, 
ut men may,not dread thee, and flee.thee, as.an inex- 
erable Judge and enemy, but may reverence, lave, and 
snferve thee. as a mild. and gracious Lord,\as.a moft mere 
-ycifnl. and. loving F ather. And: this is that joyful. meflage 
- dv@f the gofpel, to which finners-run,.as foen asi they hear 
‘sand underftandit,.proftrating themfelves with all hur 
ssmility,at the feet of fo mild,a Lord, and fo gracious a 
King). § For no-one, as, Ambrofe fays, will think: of 
% ocvepenting, but, he who. hopes for indulgence,*.”’ «This 
«| mereifuk God calls back. to his favour thofe thas areas 
oit were, flying | from it, faying, Return ye apostates and 
S =r ads J will patitep ae heal your « bee idings, 
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And they, as if their bowels founded to the unifon note 
of mercy, with reciprocal penitence and love, anfwer, 
Behold we come unto thee, for thou art Jébovah our God. 
And this is that which the great meffenger and author 


_ of our falvation preached and fet forth ; Repent, fays 


he, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. You are not 
now purfued by wrath and vengeance, threatening ute 
terly to extirpate you, and cut you off, but the king- 
dom of heaven, the difpenfation of love, mercy and 
gracé opens its bofom to embrace you, and freely offers 
you the full pardon of all your former obftinacy and 
rebellion. Behold the compaffionate father, meeting 


‘that prodigal fon, which had fo bafely run from him, | 


while yet afar off on his return; and inftead of chiding 
and upbraiding him, burying as it were not only all his 
fins, but even his’ very confeffion, asin a deluge of 


Jove, amidft the tendereft embraces, kiffes and tears. ~ 


Make me to hear, fays David, the voice of joy and glad- 


-nefs, that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 


By that lamentable fall, he had as it were dafhed him- _ : 


felf againft the rock’ of divine juftice, fo that a// his 
bones were broken ; but what a voice of oy and gladnefs 
is that which fhould reftore full foundnefs and ftrength 
to bones which had as it were been crufhed and fhatter- 
ed to pieces. Surely it is no other voice than that fo 
often ufed by our Saviour in the gofpel, Son, be of good 


cheer, thy fins are forgiven thee. That was the grace, 


fofter than oil, fweeter than rofes, which flowed from 
bis lips into the finners wounds, and being poured into, 


~ the contrite heart, not only heals but bleffes it, yea, and ° 


Wa 
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marks it out, for eternal) bleffednefs. » But alas! the 
greater part of finners fleep in their mifery, and thou gh 
their diftempers are, mortal; feel them nots > Itisthere- 
fore no great wonder that this grace, this precious, this 
invaluable remedy. is defpifed by them. But O! how 

-fweet isthe voice.of pardon to a foul greaning under 
the burden Al fin, 
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But as. one, well exprefies ats 8 Hei bia has never’ 
known. difcomfort, knows not mes cconfolation: means: 
Men of this. world, entangled in. the cares:of life, and) 
in, its crimes, infenfible: of mifery, attend not® to’ 3 
~mercy *.”’,. But ifany who imagine themfelves:partaks 
ers. of thes fcxalvehelag do not. at the fame tinie feel their: 
e hearts {truck with a pious fear of the: Divine: Majefty, 
let them, know that their: joys arévall. felf-invented) 
dreams, fince it is for this very end that there is awe 
nefs with God even that he may be feared. ae 
a Jn the remainder of this pfalm the asin sete his: 
confidence in God, and labours to confirm and eftablith: 


i of all true believers, sigse “HOC belt: Rett. 
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“* - Quifqai is autem del stenajen non “novit,. nec _contalatignens 

agnofcere potelt. Homines feculi negotiis et flagitiis implicati, 
dum miferiam non n fentiunt, mifericordiam non atvendunt. | Bern, 
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giv werkt ye bre’; | 
Ver.5s T wait ~~ the oi sie pi si spies and ain Bk 
his word do If hope Ee aR hss TOL ISVS) ; 
6. My foul waiteth jor the Lond, inore than they that 
© qatch for the morning ; I fay more than aise sind 
watch for the morning. 
7. Let lfrael hope in the Lord, for with the Hea there 
is mertysand with him is plenteous Redemption. th 
8. = be sie redeem I/rael from all bis pie igs 


I WAIT fer the Lord} With thee is mercy, the ff 
_ who heartily believe this, are drawn by that fweet‘and 
amiable force ‘and defire ‘to be partakers of it. And ” 


certainly there is no true faith in the do@rine of falvas 


tion, unlefs it be attended with this magnetic’ force by 
which it draws the foul to God. One would think it’ 
~~ fhould be impoffible, where this effect is not produced, ” 
that there fhould’be fo much as’an hiftorical faiths and 
furely it is contrary to, and ‘inconfiftent “with the rae 
tional natare, to fee fo defireable and exeellent a good! 
laid downas it were before us, and freely offered, with!” 
out running moft freely to embrace it, with open arms; 
and an ardent impéetuofity of foul, | ie ae 
‘The faith therefore of vulgar and ‘merely nominal’ - 
Chriftians is quite dead, and deferves not’ the name of’ 
faith at all. I mean that which is not fufficient to ex- © 
cite them earneftly to defire and expect that divine © 
grace which they fay they believe. True and lively © 
faith is the eye of the inner man, which beholds an in- 
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finitely amiable God, the lucid. and perpetual fountain 
of grace, and by the view is immediately kindled into 
moft) fervent Jove. That divine light which is fent 
from heaven into the foul, is the vehicle of heat too, 
and by its ardent rays, prefently fets the heart on fire; .. 
the flame rifes fublime, and bears all the affeGtions of 
the mind with it, to that conlummate beauty which it 
renders vifible. | 
When a philofopher was afked, why that which i is 
Sale Acuabs cult love? he anfwered, “ It is the quefs 
tion of a blind man,” rpAe éparnuc. Well then might 


, the Pfalmift, when he has been contemplating the di- 


_ vine goodnefs, reprefent himfelf as quite tran{ported 
_ with its charms, g. d. “ It is nothing earthly, nothing, 
mortal, that is the objet of my with; my foul hangs on 
the Lord alone; it ¢hir/es for thee, and till it arrives 
at the enjoyment of thee, it will ftill be waiting. Haften’ — 

Lord to fupport and comfort me, for Iam fick with. — 
love ; nor is there any thing in heaven or earth befide 
thee, O Lord, which can fatiate or delight this foul of 
mine, pierced through as it were with this facred paf- | 
fion: And though Iam, and feel myfelf to'be moft 
unworthy of loving thee, or of hoping ever to enjoy 
thee, yet my meannefs and vilenefs, even when coms — 
pared. with thine immenfe majefty and fublimity, do not 


deter me fo much, as thy boundlefs clemency and 


goodnefs, added to thy truth, while I have thy word of 

promife before mine eyes for my fupport, fuftains me, 

and. animates’ my courage ; therefore, while my love 

and defies are moft ardent, I will neverthelefs expe 
3D 


440 _ .SMEDITATIONS© | VER. S,.&c. 
_ aid wait with inward patience and perfeverance: And 
though'a’ heart which loves like mine, muft find a.de- _ 
_ lay grievous, yet unfhaken hope-fhall alleviate that fick- 
nefs of the foul. Juft as they that waich for ihe morn- 
ing, however they may be afflicted with the darknefs 
and coldnefs of the night, are conftantly fupported 
with the afflured hope that the dawn will’ wih andthe 
eday arifein-all its glory.” " 315% 
‘Nor does the: Pfalmift envy others: their fare in 
thele felicities which arife from love and hope; onthe 
contrary, with’a chearful and liberal. mind, he' invites 
‘all to‘this immenfe ocean of riches, not: {hut cup, but 
‘free to” all, Let Irael hope in the Lord: And left the 
‘confluence‘of fuch vaft numbers fhould fuggeft. any 
‘fears of ftraitnefs and want, he confidently:declares that 
there is wealth enough, and more than enough, to fup- 
ply all their neceflities; for with the-Lord, Says’ he, 
there is mercy, and with him plenteous Redemption; grace 
‘rich and ‘copious enough:to fupport all finners, and :to 
forgive all fins, and all that apply to it fhall: infallibly 
find that he redeems Ifrael from all his iniquities. "The 
eye of faith ‘is by no means: evil, but bright and:fpark- 7 
ling with unbounded charity ; it withes all goodto’all, 
‘and above all, wifhes them a»beatific union withthe fu- 
‘preme and infinite good. © Asin that-kingdomof glory — 
there is no. malignity, no envy, becaufethere:can be no 
‘ftraitnefs, but according: to>that .emphatical faying.of 
our bleffed. Saviour, There are many manfions, there. is 
boundlefs fpace, and the feats of pious fouls: are not 
‘marked out in-any narrow boundaries, butin an-am- 
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ple court :foveven in the ‘previous, kingdom and. ban- 
quet ofigrace, our. heavenly. ‘Father’s houfe is magnifi- 
cent, both son account of ‘its amplitude, aes the rich 
— which it contains; | beads 
Let me befeech you ‘therefore fain to. examine 
‘your own fouls, enquire what it is that. they. chiefly 
with, hope‘and  defire.;. whether they give chace as.it 
' were to every painted fly; whether, for/aking the foun- 
‘tain: of living waters, they are-digging for themfelves - 
-cifterns: of clay, and thefe leaky too, with great and 
unprofitable labour. O!. wretched .deceitfulnefs of 
every’ earthly hope, which mocks and. deludes.us fo 
‘much the ‘more in proportion to the extravagance of 
‘its: promifes. || Bleffed are they, and only they, who fix 
_ ‘their eyes>and: their fouls above, and fay with. the 
--Pfalmitt, Lord I wait on thee, my foul does waii, and in 
thy word dol true: And aselfe where, And now Lord, 
what wait I for, my hope is in thee. Happy they who 
chave quitted:all thofe low defires and purfuits, which 
are unworthy of a generous and immortal fpirit, and 
‘have fixed their love on one: -Whofe heart,and: hopes 
oe si one; in whom all things excellent meet 
 andocenter. JA chearful j joy always fhines'on the face; 
sbsedabencshaeks glow. with the fhame of. repulfe, 
and:difappointment. While we are wandering hither. 
‘and thither,in the vicious: and perplexed purfuit of 
flattering objects, what frequent: lamentation, what fond 
‘complaint of delufive fortune, and that ‘tragical outcry, 
idtia epavraloniawdiver, Of grievous and painful/;wounds! 
what crowds. of fears and cares divide; thei mind, and 
3:22 
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hurry it now one way, and now another? but when 
we fix our hope and our heart on the ‘only fupport, on 
the only true and all-fufficient good, all is fafe, and the 
foul treads firm as it were, while the whole globe trem- 
bles. Let external things be born this way. or that, 
there is peace within; nor when all methods have been 
examined, can any other be found for the eftablifhment, 
_ of the mind, than that it fhould lay all its ftrefs iy 

the one immoveable anth immutable rock, | 





_ ADVERTISEMENT. 
ee aa . 


3 WHEN ie following pa aes was tee into my 
hand in manufcript, as Archbifhop, LzicHron’s, 
I began to read it with a mixture of pleafure and jea- 
louf/y.—As I proceeded, that feeling of heart, which is 
_ excited by the fear.of impofition, fubfided; and I-am 
now fatisfied, that it is the compofition of that venera- 
ble Prelate whofe name it bears. Tey Aa 
In thus publicly declaring my thoughts concerning 
it, | have no motive but the hope of its being ufeful. 
TE any fhould be induced to read it on my, recommen- 
dation, Iam perfuaded they: will not repent... And I 
hope none will, reje&t what is Leicuton’ s bécanfe res 
commended by + beans 


HENRY y FOSTER! 


YSU 


A SERMON, &c. 





9 Cor. v. 20. 


. vi then we are ambafjadors for Chri/t, as though God 
did befeech you. by us; we pray thd itt Cor we 5 Sead, 
be i reconciled to God. 


sf: “yn is appointed unto/all men once to die, and 
om after that to come’to judgment,” faith the author - 
of the Epiftle to the Hebrews. T:wo'fad. neceflities to 
finful man. ‘his laft, nature’s light difcovers not ; 
but the other, though it be feldom “deep. in our 
thoughts, i is almoft always before our eyes sand though 
| im ferioufly remember it, yet none can be ignorant of 
> Againft this known and univerfal evil, the chief of 
oa heathen moralifts,. the Stoics, have much endéa- 
voured to arm themfelves; and others have bent the 
{trength of their wits to mafterthe fear of death, and 
have, pede themfelves and fome of their hearers con- 
querors in imagination: but when the king of terrors’ 
really appeared, he dafhed their ftout s Sobiiaees and 
turned all their big words and looks into appalment. 
~ And the truth is, there are no reafonings in the world 
able to argue a man into a willingnefs to part with a __ 
prefent being, without fome hopes at leaft of one more 
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happy; nor will any. contentedly diflodge, though. 
they dwell never fo meanly;).except:-upon terms of. 
changing: for the better. | The'Chriftian.then (not no~ 
minal; but really fo) is the only man) ‘that can, look 
death immediately in the face; for he knows: affuredly 
that he: fhall remove to “a houfe not aad with 
hands, eternal.in the heavens.”? 1 ae 
‘This difcourfe beginning this eden biniean by. 
the end of the former, continues to the 12th verfe, 
where the Apoftle fubjoins an apology for‘his high 
and confident manner of {peaking ;. which: apology 
ferves likewife for a very pertinent re-entry to the main. 
difcourfe of the former chapter, concerning the worth 
and work.of the miniftry.; But becaufe of. thie Apof«- 
tle’s frequent, yet feafonable digreffions, proleptic! and» 
—— divers may model: the regent after. seivate 
manners: ff Sutib oaltny 
_'Fo'take then: the deca as it lies hate together, 
abftra& from precedent and:confequent, I think. (with » 
fubmiffion):it may be divided into thefe. two) heals. 
- firft;) "The Apoftle’s' refolution -for death 5. fecondly, © 
His courfe and manner of life; each. fupported with, 
. their proper grounds, or reafons: the former Cail 
9, the other to the end of the chapter. ee, ripttass c 
‘The refolution is fo ‘ftrong, that he <seemanies e 
the words of earneft defiring and groaning 5 joand: this. 
refolution for death, {prings from his affurance. Of fife :, 
after death’: |*¢ We know that if our earthly houfe-of — 
‘this tabernacle were: diffolved, we'have a- building: of 
_ God, not made with hands, ‘eternal’ inthe heavens.’ 
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He fpeaks in shis own «and his ieilcadtins names : and. 
the whole matter’ of both is fet forth by: an elegant 


--contifived metaphor. Both ‘the: defire, and affurance 


_aufing'it, is illuftrated’by their chief’caufe, ver. 5. 
_ Now he: that hath wrought us for the felffame thing. 
is God, who alfo hath given unto us the earneft of the 
Spirit. rt Both i in his gracious purpofe for this, hath he 
madevus, and ina pledge of performance he hath given 
us earnelt; even his Spirit... Then by their fubordinate 
-caule, faithy'ver. 7. For we ‘walk by faith, not by 
fi ight! His courfe and purpofe; :forvhe both fignifi- 
eth what he doth, and how he intends to continue to do. 
- His’courfe'and :purpofe of life is in general to walk | 
acceptably in this abfence from the Lord, ver. 9. 
*¢ Wherefore we labour, that whether  prefent or ab. 
- fent,’we may be accepted of him.” And in particular, 
walking diligently and faithfully in the miniftry, ver. 
. 11 8.“ Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, | 
we perfuade'men ; but we are made manifeft unto God, 
and ‘Itruft alfo are made manifeft in your confciences,”” 
$c. “One reafon of this courfe and. purpofe is implied | 
| sefiehvat' illative (410): which knits this part with the 
former. “And indeed a'good frame of life hath a moft 
_ neceflary conne@tion with a {trong refolution for death, 
and aflurance of life eternal; and they mutually caufe 
one another. ’ That:a ‘pious’ life gives ftrength againtt 
death, and hepe of eternal life, none will deny : nor is 
it lefs true, that that aflurance animates and ftirs up to 
_ obedience s/fo far is it from» caufing floth, that it is the 
only {parte acceptable walking :-* Weare confident,” 
3 E 
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faith: he, ver. 8.“ wherefore we’ labour to be ac. 
‘opted ver.O4i | ci how Fier} if av anem. 
his purpofe is further. bincheodih sith a double rea- 
. find viz. of two pious affections : the one of fear, ver. 
‘11. “* Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord,” &c. 
the other of love, ver. 14.‘ For the love of Chrift — 
‘conftraineth us,”? &c. Thatiof fear, arifing from the - 
confideration of the judgment-feat: of Chrift; that of — 
love, from the thoughts of his death, ver. 14. “For 
that love of God conftraineth us, becaufe wet thus 
judge, that if one died for all, then were allvdead. 
And he died for all, that they which live, {hold not. 
henceforth live unto paciebaeeing’ but unto him which 
died for them, and rofe again.” Thefe arethe reafons 
that ftir up this eminent Apoftle toa ftudy of accept- 
able walking in all things, efpecially, in his: {pécial cal- 
_ ling the miniftry of reconciliation. Approving himfelf 
therein to his God, and as much as may'be to the con- 
{ciences of the people; faying and doing all things 
‘with intention of his glory and their good; free from 
- vain-glory; not fpeaking for himfelf,: nor: living* to 
himfelf; but to him that died for him, and rofe again. 
"Not poffefled with carnal refpeéts touching: himfelf ‘or 
others; no, nor entertaining carnal confiderations’ of 
Chrift himfelf, as being afcended, and therefore tobe 
confidered and converfed: with after a new: manner 
-((piritually) by all thofe that are new creaturés in him, 
and reconciled to'God by him, through ‘the: miniftry 
_ of the word .of reconciliation ; which’ ‘reconciliation 


God himfelf hath thus effeGted, He hath made him 


TO. THE CLERGY, | -, ye 


to be Hashes us, anne: hace no fin; that we might be 
made the righteoufnefs of God in him.” Who knew : 
no fin practically, knew none 3° altogether: free from 
fin, not. only from’ commiffion and confent, but from 
the very firft and leaft: motions of fin. And indeed 
none’ was thus fit to be made fin, but one who knew 


none, an immaculate Lamb. “ Made him to be fin;”” 


| not “teh conftraint, not. befide his knowledge and con- 
fent .' The heathens obferved, that their facrifices were 
faceslelek and unhappy, when the beafts came unwil- 
lingly'to the altar. We need not fear in this point ; 
our blefféd facrifice, that was alfo prieft and altar, of- 
fered up ‘himfelf cheerfully : « Then faid he, Lo} I 
come todo. thy will, ” Heb. x. Wo“ And I lay down — 
my life, faith the good Shepherd eJohnix.cta sieeFo 
be fin 3% not only to take the fimilitude of finful fleth, 
~ becoming man for man’s fake, and to. ba! ‘© numbered 
_ with tranfgreffors,””. as the: prophet fpeaks, ** and to 
bear'the fin of many,” Maiah li. 12. but the imputed 
guilt and infliéted punifhment of fin ; cand: thefe fins of 
' qmany made him imputatively an es ae great 
finner, and! therefore faid to have been: ‘* made fin,’”’ 
by reafon! of this imputation ; whereupon followed his 
fuffering as a facrifice... And I conceive, that the’ rea- 


fom why the word that i in the firft language fignifies ae 


fin, is fometimes taken for the facrifice, is becaufe the 

confeffed: fins were, as’ it were, transferred and laid 

upon the heads of the legal facrifices : and fo. faith the 

prophet, “ The Lord hath:laid:on him thei iniquity of 

us all?! Hfaiah iii, 6. ' Heowas then made fin, prima- 
: 3 E 2. 
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rily by imputation of, and - -confequently : by fuffering 
for, our’fins, 4s’ our expiatory facrifice. ‘He made 
him ‘fin for us,’ in our ftead, and for’ our ygood ;)to 
wit, our redemption, as. follows, “« that we might be 
made,” or become, Aue, but be it made,’ Cryiaeadaes it - 
is no otherwife than Chrift was made fin imputatively : 
and if this infererice need help, each word that follows 
will confirm it. Righteoufnefs, not righteous; to 
fhew the perfeétion of it, not to urge its unity.” Righ- 
teoufnefs, not righteoufnefles; as intimating that aitvis 
but one righteoufnefs, whereby we are all juttifiedof 
God; not our own; in him, not in ourfelvése “All. 
which’ makes it clear, as it were written with the fun. 
beams, that’ by the moft: gracious’ exchange, as he took 
our fins, he hath ‘given us his righteoufnefs.. It is true, . 
this is ‘always accompanied with holinefs inherent;' but 
imperfe&. By that imputed righteoufnelsy the 'fpoufe 


of Chrift’is clea¥ as the fun, all luminotis ; ‘but in‘re- bs 


gard of infufed righteoufnefs,' fhe is only fair as'the 
moon 3° but the one half light, ‘and that’ appearing un- 
“equally too, waxing and waning, and having’ {pots'at 
its fulnefs here below. She is holy in this répard, but 
rightéoufnels in the other righteoufnefs of God this. 
by appointing, -his by gift and application, and ‘hisby 
acceptance of God in him i that is, its being’ in him 
who is called “the Lord our righteoufnefs 32 invhim, 


_ In whom the’ Father acquiefceth, and is well souuren | 


_ & Bleffed aré they that truffin imi’? 6 oo > 
But to the former; ver. 20. “Now then we are‘am- 


bafladors for Chrift, as though “God did befeech you 
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by us3, we'pray you.in. _Chrift’s ftead, be ye-reconciled: 
unto, God. 2? Here we, have all.the ‘parties. requifite in 
the treaty of reconciliations) God, though, offended, 
, fecking peace, with men, his, creatures, and by. fin be- — 
comevrebels;. (% as though..God befeeched : you,’?) yt 
Chritt the only. procurer, and likewife the chief ambaf- 
- fador of this:peace;.. And then laftly have we the fub- 
; delegated, meflengers.of this peace, ** We,,as, ambaflay 
‘dors for, Chrift.’’,.. We the apoftles and.all the mini- 
fters of the riche : for as.jin, their. fingularies and ¢x- 
‘traordinaries they had no fucceflors, for that, is repug- 
nant ; -fo in. thefe things wherein they, have. fucceflors, 
all true rhinifters of the.word are. fuch. _jUhe, Apoftle 
_ himfelf calls this; embafly. .<¢, the miniftry, of reconcilia- 
tion,” ver..18.“¢,And all things are .of God, who 
hath) reconciled us to himfelf by Jefus Chrift, and given 
to, us\the: word) of reconciliation.” . Ambafladors for 
, Ghrift, that is, in his ftead.,... In this verfe werhaye the 
office of the miniftry under the name of ambafladors; 
and.their,meflage, the delivery whereof isthe. execution 
of their-offiice, entreaty, of, men to be,reconciled, to 
Gods: Both, the office and meflage , backed. with. due 
_ authority) or warrant : : the office’s warrant is, we are 
ambafladors for Chrift, or in his flead, that, is, fubor- 
inate to-him by his.own ordination ; the warrant of 
the'meflage) is God’s own will, that fent them, for it is 
hisimind to,befeech you by, us. But to refume the 
firft divifion, whereof each of its two parts will afford 
its-proper propofition; and upon thefe two propofi- - 
tions I fhall infilt in what, remains to. be faid. 
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‘The Gilt siisbitagens is this, from: the: five “mini. 
fters of the goipel are true ambafladors under ‘Chritt 
from Godto man. As foon as man had divefted him- 
felf of God’s image, his fhameful nakednefs made him 
run into the thickets ;. nor could he ever fince then 
Jook his Maker directly in the face, nor endure to hear 
his immediate voice: therefore when God himfelf — 
would come and dwell among men, he veiled his deity 
with human flefh; there he ftood behind the wall, and 
fhewed himfelf through. the trellifes. «Let us “not 
hear again the voice, nor let us fee this great | fire any 
more, that we die not,’ faid the people. at Horeb ; 
and the Lord, that knew their mould,  faid,.‘¢ they 
had faid well: I will raife them up a prophet (faith 
he) from among their brethren like unto thee;”? and _ 





he did fo... As-he came for man’s good,;fo forthe 


fame end» went |he away again: ‘‘ It is expedient for — 
you (faith he) that I go away,” John xvi.7.. And — 
fince that time he hath continued to fend. unto,men; 
men yet liker themfelves than he was; man: fubje&t to. 
like ‘infirmities, fin not excepted. “< Even as: my. Fa- 
ther fent me, fo.fend I you,’? (faith he) John xx. 21. 

- But the lofs in this change were intolerable, didshe not 
allay it fomewhat by fending: his Spirit upon thofe men 
whom he fends to men: If 1 depart, I will fend him . 
unto you,” (faith he) John xvi. 7.. Heis gone indeed, : 
as was neceflary ; but being afcended, he’ caufed. gifts” 
to defcend.upon.men : ** Some he gave to be. apottles, 
fome prophets, and fome evangelifts, and. fome paftors 
and teachers; all for the work of the miniftry, and 
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sttdpnter he perfedting iain sag a of had 
pa Eph ived a, iagus arid ou io. 2x3! 

, Thus’ then God treats with man inva bitinat way; 
draws not'his own to him: by immediate revelations, 
nor rejects he'the reft by exprels wordsifrom heaven 
but while he fends his ambafladors indifferently to both, 

works differently in them? And the admirable variety 
of effects of the fame meflage, after the fame manner; 
; and ‘enn fame time delivered, do not a little fet forth 
‘and ‘commend that fame aorvmoluares oogia ve Orv, $¢ the 
manifold ° wifdom of God.” That his wordfhould 


. melt the hearts of fome, and more violently break the 
ot hearts of others ; harden and blind: fome, mollify and 
enlighten others; convince thofe whom yetit converts, 
not, and by its majefty, (though in the mouths:of fire 
ple men) it.fhould bridle and reftrain many of all ranks 
whom it renews not; moulding and framing them to 
an external conformity and» fquare carriage, whereby 
the worlds and the church of God’ in’ it ienaiates is. 


much; ddvantaged.. 


-s And the luftre of all thefe effects is etnias Sit 


off by the quality ‘of the: meflengers, being but to the 
world’s eye scontemptible men.» But had it not been 
"more congruous to the grandeur of this great King, to 
have fent angels, his miniftering fpirits, to be the minis 
{ters ‘of the word? Had he not better have ufed thofe 


“ 


precious: 'veffels for his chief treafure, than to havecon- - 


credited it to’ veffels of earth, not to fay difcredit it by 


fo doing? No, his thoughts:are not as:ours ; yea, they 
are fartheft above ours when they feem to be’ fartheft 
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below them. And) if we: Jook: again, we shall:find i at 
_. more glorious to have conquered fo. many kingdoms, 
and brought them to our King, the Lord Jefus, by” 
the preaching of a few fithermen, -and fach like, thamif» 
he had done it by thofe ative fpirits.. The meannefs 
of the means, raifes exceedingly the glory: ‘of the'fove- 


reign’s caufe. ‘Thus we-fee how the fending of) weeny ag 


in this embafly was requifite for the —— _ mai 





how well it fuits with the glory of God. od me 
flict APPLICATION $i oi Fo ete 
7 GE BH | 


‘HENGE: may be ideddbed fome deli einige | 
fois all in general, fomething in particular for thefe ams 
s i and’ oe = thofe to. whom, — are © 

fentshrst sel "4 duaasen 4 nicl Epes 

Le Firft; it may ante all to entertain more re. 
— fpe&ful thoughts of this function than moft men do. 

Some fpeak out their difrefpect; others, though not. 
exprefling it in words, have it lurking in’ their breafts, : 
_ and appearing in their pra@ices. To inflance in one — 
error or two that many labour of, {pringing evidently) 
from 4 low efteern of this calling; be there notdivers | 

_ pretenders 'to ‘it, that being (and:pofibly finding thems © 
felves) infufficient for all other employments, have their: 
recourfe to’this, ‘making no doubt of their fufficiency 
for it? Yea, ‘fuch there are“too many’; their »worldly 
friends being guilty either of: begetting inethem, ‘or of 

fomenting this prefumption: © On the other fide, be 
there not others that, “having fome advantage -of ‘outs 
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ward rank, Or inward endowments, would think them: 
felves;and‘be thought by thofe that have intereft in 
them, :to be exceedingly difparaged if this calling were 
mentioned to them’ and would count ita: epee if 
ing, yea,/a lofing of themfelves to embrace it?» 

_ Againft thefe:two grofs miftakes, may very appofie 
ty. be oppofed this; we are ambafladors for Chrift: 
“fro nm which ‘expreffion it is moft evident, that the mi. 
nift ry both requires ‘the beft and ableft, and deferves 
them; that the refufe and abjeéts of men cannot be 
worthy of it, nor it unworthy of the choiceft. It res 
quires able men, becaufe they are to be ambaffadors ; 
and this will:follow of itfelf.. Again; confider whofe 
‘ambafladors;.and in what bufinefs? The»ambaffadors 
of the: ene: ofikings, in the weighty matteriof treating 
peace betwixt‘him and mankind. Shall it be faid of 





his ambafladors, as Cato faid:to thofe who were fent by _ 


the Romans:to Bythinia, counting three wants that 
were among ft them, viz. that they had neither feet, nor 
headjnorheart? = . : . 
Iristrue God may (and fometimes, efpecially in ex. 
traordinary times) make ufe of unlettered and low qua- 
lified:men‘y, but then he inlays their defects by fingular 
fupply : thireford that is no rule for usin ordinary vo- - 
cation. -It\ isa piece of God’s prerogative to ufe un- - 
likely means:without difadvantage: any thing is a fit | 
inftrument in his hands; but we are to chufethe fitteft 
and beft. ‘means, both in our own affairs, and. in’ his 
ferviceand if'in-any, this eminent fervice of embafly 
requires a fpecial choice: If bodily. integrity was ye-. 
$F 
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quifite in thecfervers:at the altar under the law, shall 
we think that the mentally blind and lame are good 
enough forthe miniftration under: the: gofpel, which 
exceedstin worth and glory? ‘Who is» fufficient. for 
thefe things? faith the great doétor of ‘the Gentiles. 
Our pradtice feems to anfwer, Any. body.! And. it is 
- obfervable, that careleffnefs.in this kind. is: sha 
_ companion ‘of falfe worfhip, and. too much care of 
decking; trimming, and making gay the externals of it. 
It is faid of Jeroboam, that he: made high, places, but 
priefts of the loweft of the people. » As he faidiof-gol- 
‘den cupsand wooden: priefts, we may fay,of that church 
which values them fo much, ‘They :are well: looked. to, 
neatly adorned, but their priefts highly ignorant. This 
funétion requires able ‘men, being a weighty charges 
andisworthy'of them,: being highly honourable ;;,and 
doubtlefs there is egregious profanenefs in the contrary 
thoughts. ‘The ‘heathen, can ftile, thofe ftones more — 
happy: than:\common ‘ones, that: are» chofen for, the | 
building of temples;;.and among: thofé, the altan-{tones 
are happiefts>;' And:-fhall not .we account)truly- happy. 
thofe living ftones, that aré/yhewn out for, God’s build. 
ing, and chiefly (fo:to fpeak))the altar-ftones, the met. 
fengers of peace? What can be more honourable, than 
to ferveythe higheft Lord in the chiefeft, functions of 
his houfe: “How ought we :to.account of ;an | ambafla- 
dor’s place;:when king David: a, aay of a 
we s office in this King’s court? - : died 
‘2. Weareiambaffadors, |: This may, . anhther 
error in theworld, though:accounted by/thofe that en»: 
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‘tertain it, a choice’ piece of policy for’ God. It is:this: 
_ the miniftry being fo'mean a thing in the world’s:eye, 
and fo. obnoxious to’ contempt, it is expedient: it be 
raifed and brought into credit by annexed: exceflive’ 
dignities, high titles of honour, and fuitable:revenues. 
~ Tris true, that penury and want of competenciesin tem- 
| a Tg ,in'thofe that bring an ‘eternal treafure, argues 
. ngratitude, and is moft unworthy ‘of well confti- 
rchurches’; but where the remedy exceeds too far, 
it becom: es'worlé than the ‘difeafe, being compounded 
of scarnak: prudence and ambition, both of: which are 
enmity to God. ‘And this I take to have been one: of 
Germany’s ‘provoking’: fins, and Rome’s -predominant 
fin.’ For'thefe: incongruous honours, to{peak it'inva 
word, raifing: fome from contempt, teach: them:to con- — 
temn and infult over their brethren; tofay nothing of 
their‘affronting of higher quality, yea, of princes and 
kings themfelves,' while they pretend :to'be the» only 
fupporters of their crowns. “And if this :their infolency 
in‘advancement devolve them back again into contempt, 
and ‘their! honour become their {hame, they may thank 
themfelves for'it. ©. Their’ Matter ‘taught them another 
method ofvattaining due efteem: he hath given honour 
enough’ “to'thefe whom he hath’ made his ambafladors $ 
and if men contemn this, he takés the indignity as done 
to himfelfpand he is ablecenough to:vindicate his own 
honour! 2\Let men efteem’ of us as ‘they minifters.of 
Chrift; here isiall the efteeny’ that»St) Paul requires, 
and they are ‘unworthy of ‘thisthat are notccontent with 
it.> Their beftvway isj;whom God employs;' to ftudy 
3F 2 
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_ shis glorys, and he wilecues fail. to honour thofe thatiha- 
nour hime) And this leadg me fitly in from the: convic- 
tion of thefe; commonyerrors, to-a word of. :particular 
exhortation, to thefe ambaffadors; fromthe nature of 
\ their. calling. fo exprefied,..And, it binds: upon them 
-/ chiefly. thefe, four. duties : lb spietys 2s: prudence, 3. 
» fidelity, 4. magnanimity.. »Firt; piety in two fteps or 
_ ‘degrees: firft; to look they-be friends with: Godg/fe- 
- condly, todabour to be: inward: with: him, .Fieft, to 
-dook they be friends with God; for it !no,way 







y fuits 
that-they be ambaffadors for reconciliation, that are not 
» themfelves reconciled : it: is certain. fuch -will move . 
both coldly: and fuccefslefsly in the:workwq What) he | 
can do extraordinarily, that-doth always!whatvhe wills 
-imheaven and earth, we queftion not,’ He'can convey 
‘grace by them to whom he gives: none; he:can caufe 
_ them: ‘to carry this treafures:and: have: no, fhare: in it ; 
carry the letter, and not know what.is imat’; ‘and make 
‘of apie foto-fpeak, equivocal caufes of.converfion.)) 

» But ufually he: converts thofe, whom’ hé» makes the 
hip ftrengtheners of their brethren. «We:think,that 
they who’ favingly know not, Chrift, fhould not be fit 

- to make other men acquainted with him, .-Heéthat can 
tell men what God hath done for his fouls is:the’like- 
_ heft to bring their fouls to God: hardly can she fpeak 
to the heart, that {peaks not \from: it.» Si.vis! me flere, 
&c.. Before the cock crows: to: others, hé:claps: his 
_ ‘wings, and, rouzes up himéelf. | How. cans a frozen. 
hearted. preacher warm his hearers heartsjand ‘enkindle 
vithem with the love of God?) But-he whom the love of 











*, 
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-Chrift conftrains, his lively JetHinandithnse® Chrift, 
~and-fpeeches” ‘of love, fhall fweetly conftrain: others'to 
dove’him.'» Above all loves, it'is moft true of this, that 
“none can fpeak fenfibly of it but thofe that have feltit. 
Our moft exquifite pulpit-orators, yea, {peak they with, 
_ the tongues of men and of angels, without the’ experi- 
‘ence of this love, are no fit ambafladors for Chrift, for 
his*embafly is a love-treaty. ' Such men are but found. ¢ 

ing brafs, and tinkling cymbals; the fublimeft and belt 
~/con t rived of ‘their difcourfes, glow-worm like, ‘or as 
— fires, may-have fome light with them) heat 
» they have none.’ When a man {peaks of reconciliation 

— isla as: if he had fome intereft therein him- 
> Self 3 when: his: words are animated with affection ‘as 
hei likelyito beget fome afieGion where there isnone, 

fora pious thearer that is already gained’to' Chrift, finds 
_ the ite ae drawing “hin effeually nearer heaven ; 
ving thatidivine fire'that is within him, and caufing 








jt to mount upwards..*¢ Asin water, face anfwereth'to 
face; fo doth the heart of man ‘to sausae faith the wife 
emmanyProverbs xxvii. 19.10) Bons Bis We Yq gaa 


> is a certain o-adlia fympathy esi fener ‘cor= 
paar ice betwixt fouls: that lodge the fame fpirit ; 
-thofethat’ are united to the fame head, Chrift:by: recon- 
‘ciliationsfind their hearts agreed, and’ they ‘relifh the 
difcourfes:one of another.©:‘Thus important:is it every 
cuway,°both: fot begettingvand ftrengthening “of grace, 
-otharthe ambaffador thereof bea :reconciled perfon. “As 
={he muftlook tobe friends with God, fo hemuft labour 
~ alo to: be inwa d with God; for though’ the’ embaily 


; in, 
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be the fame im great part, in the mouths of all God’s 
ambafladors, yet: there is’ ai world of myfterious’parti- 
culars contained in it, and they meet with many intri- 
cate pieces in their particular treaties with men’s*con- 
feiences; and in thefe know they'the will of the’ King 
their Mafter, more or lefs clearly, according as they _ 
geo more or lefs intimate with him. How knewdie — 







that ite may @o) 1k ane labour» for scioprites e * ais 
{ecret-is with’ the righteous:| for humility ; he: is fami- 
liat indeéd) with the lowly; he takes up’ houfe with 
them: - With fuch a one will I-dwell; faith the Lord.’ 
God's choice acquaintance are humble men, é ‘For the 
fpirit-of meeknefs’; ; he-we named was eminent.in: this, 
and fo in familiarity with his God. -Chrift“fingularly: 
loves the meek and lowly, they are fo like himfelf. ‘One: 
thing they|muft mainly’ take heed of, if :they:afpire'to: | 
a holy, familiarity with God; earthly-mindednefs. «If 
nofervant of the god of mammon can ferve’ t is God: 
in point of conimon fervice, how much lefs:canvhé be? 
fit for fuch an eminent employment:as an’ ee oe 
‘enjoy intimacy :requifite for that employment? ‘Thefe 
meflengers fhould’come near the life of angels; always» | 
beholding the face'of the Father of lights; “but if their’ 
affections be engaged to the world, their faces will fill: 
be-that\way. > Fly high they: «may; fomet mes iin’ fome 
. fpeculations of their:own:; :but like: the! eagle; for ally 
their foaring, thew eye wilh till) be: upon: fome prey, 
_fome carrion here below. Upright;. meek, : ‘humble and» 
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3 heavenly: minds, then, muft the ambafladors’ of ‘this 
_ great King have, and fo obtain his intimacy ; mounting 


upon thofe wings of prayer and meditation, and having 
the’eye of faithupwards. “Thus fhall they learn more 
of his choiceft myfteries incone hour, than by many 


_» days poring upon cafuifts, and {chool-men,: and fuch 


ke.» This ought to be done, Iconfefs;: but above all, 
eliother »muft not be omitted. ‘Their’ chief ‘ftudy 
fhould be that of their commiffion, the holy Scriptures, 
LT he ¥ ay to {peak {kilfully from God, is often/to hear 
hitn fpeak. ‘ The Jord hath given me’ the tongue of 
the learned,” faith the evangelic’ prophet, (chiefly in- 
tending Chrift)) ‘ to fpeaka word in due feafon tothe 
weary.” > (Aye, thatis the learned’{t tongue when all 
is doné.). But how ?-—<¢He  wakeneth: morning’ by’ 
morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as'the learned,” 

Haiah li 4.) "Thus we fee how: thefe ambafladors’ have’ 
need:to Stier: and intimate friends with'their Lord. 
For ee Se much with Godin the mount; theirre- 
turns to: men will be with brightnefs in their faces; and 
the law-both in their hands citi in their eis aie eis 





doGrine f all: be heavenly. 


“)23 ‘Thedecond requifite of: shee oenbaspatoials pru-" 
deniwiaes exterity to manage’their’ Mafter’s bufinefs.’ 
‘Wife princ es and ftates, in \chufing their ambafladors, 
above/all other kinds of learning have refpeét to praaii-' 
cbbuctilidioas ee they: that can beft read the feveral 
geniufes and difpofitions of feveral nations and: partica- 
lar men;.and accordingly Know how to treat-withevery 


' one according totheir'temper, to fpeaksto them: i in their’. 


hi, 


om 
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own language, are judged’ the fitteft: men ‘for that ertis 
ployment.) « ba es te ee 

_ Great is the- Seu of sates among men: fowe 
are timorous, fome rafh, fome avaricious, fome ambitis 
ous, fome flow and leaden, others precipitant and mers 
curial, and many: other: varieties. Now to know how My ; 
to deal. with each of thefe in their own kind, for the 
advancement of his matter’s bufinels, is a fpecial di 
tion in an ambaflador. And. thefe ambafladors 
fpeak of, have as much need of it as any: they hav 
men of all, both outward and inward differences, to 
deal with ; and the fame men fo different from them- 
{elves at divers times, that they are hardly the fame: 
fome ignorant, others learned; fome ‘weak, others: 
ftrong ; fome fecure with falfe prefumptions, others 
tormented with falfe fears: and much prudent confi. 
deration of thefe differences, and oe them" 
felves thereunto in the matter and manner of their dif- 
courfes, is very expedient in their treaties: fome with 
compaflion plucking them out of the fire, making a 
difference. What other is St. Paul’s becoming all 
things to all men, that he might win’ fome?: ‘and this , 
policy is far different from temporizing, compli- 
ance with evil, which in no cafe can be eae in 
thefe ambaffadors, for that is difadvantage'to their bu- 
finefs: it may be the way of their own promotion, but 
it isnot the way to advance their Mafter’s kingdom, 
which end fhould be the fquare of all their contriv- 
ances; and with it nothing will fuit but what is up- 
right. A kind of guile they may ufe, shi it muft carry 
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theit King’s imprefs ; it mutt be: a holy guile and fuch 
the minifters of the golpel not only may, but ought to 
ftudy. ‘Fifhers of men they are, and why may they _ 
‘not ufe certain ‘baits, and’ diverfity of them? But as 


e.% their catching i is not’ deftrudive, but faving, fo muft all 







eir baits be. They muft: ‘quarter dove-like fimplicity 
d ferpentine wifdom together; as he commanded 
hat fent them on this embafly. 
their third duty is fidelity ; and that both in the 
‘their embaffy; and im the manner of deliver- 
ing it. aD: the matter, they muft look to their com- 
miffion, and declare the whole counfel of God, not. 
adding nor abating any thing. We know how heinouf- 
ly kings take the. prefumption of their ambafladors in. 


_ this’ kind, though reafon be pretended, and perhaps 


_ juftly; yet even then they account obedience better 


than facrifice ; yea, fome of them have been fo precife 
and tender of their prerogative, that they preferred ig 
damageable affront to their commands, before a profit.’ 
able oo a them, And above all kings, this King 
that is above them all, hath good reafon to be punctual’ 
in this: fo princes’ inftruCtions may be imperfect, and, 
as things may fall out, prejudicial to their purpofes 
but his are moft complete, and always fo fuitable to his 
end, that ey cannot be bettered. ‘The matter, then, 
of the embaffy is unalterable, in that thefe ambafladors 
mutt be faithful. Faithful alfo in the manner of de- 
livering it, witli nglenefs and diligence: with fingle. a 
-refpects, not feeking their own ho- 
A but their Mafter’s ; -abafing them. 
3G 
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felves where OW is, that he may be tnagnified ; sures 
hazarding'the leaft ‘part of his rights for the _greatett 
benefit that could accrue to themfelves. “The treach- 
ery ofan ambaflador i is of all moft’ intolérable, to de. ° a 
ceive under truft. “If any that bear the n: me of God's SF 
legates, think to ‘deceive him, they deceive themfelve Sy 
he cannot be mocked ;' they muft all appear before | 
judgment-feat, and be unveiled before men and’ a rf 
Knowing therefore the terrors of the Lord, let the 
about his work with candour and finglenefs of 
and with diligence. . ** He that is diligent in his ° 
- fhall ftand aaa cian sets the wile je aoe > Prov. 
Xx. 29. 
~ The great Prince of peace fhall addunte cide to ‘pata 
eininently before him, that are diligent i in. his embaify 
of peace. Such are they who make it thei meat and 
drink, as Chrift himfelf did; that accept all occafions 
to treat with men for God. That oracle-like preaching : 
of one fermon or two ina year, is far from thi 
lity and inftancy in treating, that is requifi 
ambafladors. 















‘ori 













eee TO. THE CLERGY. ASS 
| xxxvii, 8. Sow thy. feed i in the morning, . and in the 


: evening ‘withhold not thy hand; for thou knoweft not . 
which. will-profper,”” faith the wife fon, Ecclef, xi. 6+ - 


As the moralift {peaks of benefits, a: man mutt. lofe 
‘many. word bs | among the people, that fome one may not 
be Toft: «6 am all things to all,” faith our Apoftle, 
atinuing diligent, thy diligence fhould continue 
{s to others, to thee it fhall not be fo: thy. God 
fcreet Lord: as he hath not put events into thy 
1, he will not exa& them at oy Bands 3 thow art to 


ea, Be not wanting | in Hi tk. ed thou 
fhalt.not want thy recompence,  Shouldeft. thou” be 
forced to = with the prophet, “ I have laboured in 
vain, and f D 
fuccefs, Ifaiah xlix. 4. yet if thou haft laboured,—fo 
laboured ; 
mayeft add 
the Lord, < 

4, The 


d my work with my God.” 
aft. duty recommendable to thefe ambafla- 
dors, i is mz nanimity, which is no lefs needful than the 
precedent. Many a difficulty and difcouragement is to 
be. encounte red in this fervice, and, which is worfe, 
fome temptations of profperity and advancement. If 
| you perfift t lead freely for your Mafter, you fhall be 
the very He 8 the world’s enmity. What mifchief 
is’ there that Chyjft hath .not foretold his difciples to 
expect at their,hands? For Chrift circumvents no man 


into his fervice ; 3 





3G 2 


nt my ftrength for nought,” in regard of » 


that I may gain fome,” 1 Cor. ix. 20.. And though _ 


s to {pend thy ftrength in that fervice, thou — 
with him, ‘ yet furely my judgment is with | 


2. tells them what they fhall meet 


a 


436 one FORA.) SERMON) 


with: They fall. profecute you through: thaiesenties, : 
~ ecclefiaftical and civil; deliver: you upto councils, and 

- fcourgeyou in fynagogues, and accufe you before: go- 
vernors.and kings; yea, they fhall think they do God 
good fervice when they kill you, his; own ambaffadors. 
_ Many mountains are to be climbed i in goin 
bafly, and the rage of many a tempeft to be end 
Hic animis sy; in et pettore pe Leite 











bove the ssi and tees upon ie Genealiogs : 
foot, and her deceitful {milings with the othe i 
her proffers, and contemn likewife her contempts. 
There is honour enough in the employment, to caufe 
you to anfwer all oppofitions with difdaing’ Let it be 
as impoffible to turn you afide from your rae ag 
the fun from its courfe; for that meffag which ~you 
carry fhall be glorious in the end, it fhall‘conquer all 
oppofite powers. When you feem expofed in your 
voyage to the fury of winds.and waves, remember what 
‘you carry ; Cafarem vehis et fortunam ejusg as he faid, 
it cannot fuffer fhipwreck. Let no fuffer ngs difmay 
you; fora generous ambaflador will always accountit 














ing the beft fervice he.can to his matter, tha 
the world’s beft rewards for the leaft point of di 


is. Happy are you when they perfect 
fake, as himfelf hath told.. There areeh 

_ . amples to look back to ; “¢ So did they fo the prophets ;”* 
% and a precious recompence to look forward: to; 


a 
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thGheciindyolsrewina: in heaven,’? Matth:: v. 12.:Our 
- Ublefféd Redeemer refufed no hardthips - for the! work- 
-ing-this peace, ‘which is your embafly ; he knew what 
entertainment did abide him in the world, what: con- 
its would be put upon him by mankind; which he 
~he knew of the full:cup of his Fa-_ 
. hat he was to-drink for them 3) yet refo-' 
if > from love, climbed over all thefe moun-_ 
1 happily conquering all thefe difficulties, at- 
the cdefired : end. Worthy ambafladors, follow 
enerous Leader, in promulgating the peace he 
purchafed ; tread in his «fteps, that endured the 
« erofs and. defpifed the fhame; and your journey’s end 
»fhall be fuitable to his, whois fet down at the right 
hand of the’Father. Well:did St. Paul ftudy this 
“copy, when he faid, ‘I know that bonds abide-me 
- every-where; but, care for none of ‘thefe things, fol — 
-may finith my: aaah: ‘with joy.” Acts xx.i22; 25. 
3 The loo ing over that great end, is the great’ means'of : 
-_ furmounting the hardeft things that intervene. The 
-eying of sthat much, will make an undaunted ambafla- 






dor: an that this. leffon of courage is:very pertinent _ 


for them, will appear by Chrift’s own urging it upon — 
the firft legates he fent out, when he dwelt here below: . 
<< Fear not, faith he, them that can kill the body,” &c. 
> Matth. x. ! 
chief incenti¥e of courage to thefe ambafladors, the 
joint.confideration of thofe to whom they are fent, and 
of him that’ fends them: for ferioufly confidered, it 7 
i mutt needs be und moft incongruous, that ambafla- _ 






8. where methinks he propounds, as the 
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dors of God fhould be afraid to fpeak.to men, pone , 
not them; the atmoft 3 can do. Peet no. anced 














foul; fale not, but featie Ae spies ea! 
caufe, fo it is the only expelling caufe of ; le ¢ 
Nothing begets fuch generous and undaunted 
the fear of God; no other se none ot tho 


that feat iteahe The only pultis of seg 
fears, is the inconfideration. of their ges 7 


for ae od they ae. its ; “yea, it alene puts th ah 
full pofleffion 3 for their Mafter, beyond all ki 
this _risileee he can Apt. the reftore life | ce 





aes 
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| ant his'fervants i in the world ; : they ‘hal coweh? them, 
touch'the ‘apple of his eye. Let his meffengers, then, 
defpite the worft the world can do againtt them; yea,” 
t’ them fay of ae as he faid ary it to his Aap eea 














to thofe to ati itéi hn are rae are, firft, 
fdignifying them. Remember David and the 


(6 é that defpifeth you, ‘defpifeth me.” 





mes! - This not difcerning of holy things is the peft 
of Chriftians : the Apoftle fpecifieth it in the Lord’s 
body ; it is fo in the Lord’s word; he condefcends, i in 


ufing earthly creatures, to eeBtaih. the choiceft of hea- 
venly myfteries; and earthen veffels, to convey thefe . 


treafures.! And if that’ which he intended for their ad- 
vantage, ea wretched fons of men make it a ftumbhng- 





block; and if they contemn the grace, for the mean-— 


nefs of a perfons that are made conveyors and inftra- 
ments oft, what may they expect? 


‘S: Thirdly, refpect even the sisted for his fake — 


they" reprefent, ‘“ counting them worthy of double | 
honour ; ” for this is the will of your Lord and their 
Lord, your King and their King. And to this King 
immortal, be all honour, and glory, and praife, i! all 
ee churches, world without end. Amen. 
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‘No king refents this fo much as 


condly, flight not their meflage ; know whence 
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